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BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 


PART IV. 

Arrezr a very pleasant passage of about six weeks, 
Dr. Franklin arrived at the Capes of Delaware, 
was landed at Chester, and thence proceeded by 
land to Philadelphia, where every mark of respect, 
attachment, and veneration, was shown him by 
his fellow-citizens; and the very day after his arrival 
he was elected by the legislature of Pennsylvania, 
a delegate to congress. In short, his public services 
met with the most flattering rewards that a patriot 
could possibly desire. | 

~ Shortly after his arrival, he thus notices the then 
state of the colonies, in a letter of May 1 16, 1775, 
to. afriend in London. 

“ You will have heard, before this Se you, 

VoL. 1. | A 
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of a march stolen by the British troops into the 
- country by night, and of their expedition back again, 
They retreated twenty miles in six hours.’ 

“ The governor of Massachusetts had called the 
assembly to propose Lord North’s pacific plan; but 
before the time of their meeting, began cutting of 
throats: you know it was said he carried the sword 
in one hand, and the olive branch in the other ; and 
it seems he chose. to give them a taste of the ahd 
first. He is doubling his fortifications at Boston, 
and hopes to secure his troops till succor arrives. 
The place, ‘indeed, is’ naturally: so defensible, that 
I think them in no danger. 
© All America’ is “exasperated by his conduct, 
and more firmly united, than, ever. The breach 
between the two. countries is grown wider, and i in. 
danger of becoming irreparable.) 0) ¢ oe yeaa’ 

And to the same friend he wrote some: ‘weeks 
after: r ai is be 
ais ‘The congress it ait BS tane when all minds _ 
Ww eran so ,exasperated , byy,the perfidy of General 
Gage, and his attack on the country people, that 
propositions for attempting an accommodation 
were not much relished; and it has been with diffi- 
culty, that we have carried in that assembly, another 
humble petition to the crown, to give Britam.oue, . 
more chance;one opportunity; more of, recovering . 
the friendship’ of, the: colonies; which however'T’ 


on - r a et 7 i 
= : r rm 4 


were & hs 


», 1 The affair of Lexington, |, 
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think she has not sense enough to embrace, so I 
conclude’she has lost them for ever.”'» » |» | 


4 om 
anqrermenn © ets 2+ ee ee ne ee hi. Lele re pen fons se tthe Anes Bema pecedersnoans veedtipg tate ty: © 


4 \ 
ois: 5 ; 


ei siibevee! owas’ a ibrd dtctiohsn ‘nore completely : (Retifiéd : “The 
following:is a:copy of the petition referred to: by Dr: Franklin, 
and to which an answer was refused to be given. | 


a THE KING’ Ss MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 


Most GRACIOUS. Sa veueachiun, postse ph lg 


We your Majesty’ s faithful subjects of the colonies of New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts’ Bay, Rhode Island, and’ Providence 
- Plantations, Connecticut; New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
the counties of Newcastle, Kent, and: Sussex on Delaware, Mary- 
land, Virginia, North Carolina, and South Carolina, i in behalf of 
ourselves, and the inhabitants of these’ colonies, ‘who have de- 
puted us to ‘represent! them in general congress, entreat your 
Majesty’ s gracious attention to this our humble petition. | | 

‘The union between our mother- -country and these’ colonies, 
and the energy of mild and just government produced benefits 
sO remarkably important, and afforded such an assurance of 
their permanency and incréase, ‘that the wonder and envy of 
other ‘nations’ were ‘excitéd, ‘while they ‘beheld Great’ Britain 
rising to’ did sian most ie a ea the world had ever 
known. Loins bQ. oil «My 

Her, rivals, obeeting that ‘there was no probability of this 
happy connexion: ‘being broken by civil dissensions, and appre- 
hending its future effects, if left any longer undisturbed, resolved 
to prevent her receiving such continual and formidable acces- 
sions of wealth and strength,’ by checking the: ables of those 
settlements from which they Were to be derived. 

In the prosecution of this aftempt, events so fit Rivotabib to 
the. design took place, that every friend to the interest of Great 
Britain and these colonies, entertained pleasing: and’ reasonable 
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In the same letter he adds, “« My time was never 
more fully employed. In the morning at six, I am _ 
expectations of seeing an additional force and exertion imme- 
diately given to the operations of the union hitherto experienced, 
by an enlargement of the dominions of the crown, and the re- 
moval of ancient and warlike enemies to a greater distance. 

At the conclusion, therefore, of the late war, the most glorious 
and advantageous that ever had been carried on by British arms, 
your loyal colonists, having contributed to its success, by such 
repeated and strenuous exertions, as frequently procured them 
the distinguished approbation of your Majesty, of the late 
king, and of parliament, doubted not but that they should be 
permitted, with the rest of the empire, to share in the blessings 
of peace, and the emoluments of victory and conquest. . 

While these recent and honorable acknowledgments of their 
merits remained on record in the journals and acts of that august 
legislature, the parliament, undefaced by the imputation or even 
the suspicion of any offence, they, were alarmed by.a new system 
of statutes and regulations, adopted for the administration of 
the colonies, that filled their minds with the most painful fears 
and jealousies; and, to. their inexpressible astonishment, per- 
ceived the danger of a foreign quarrel quickly succeeded by 
domestic danger, in their judgment, of a more dreadful kind. 
__ Nor were these. anxieties alleviated by any tendency in this 
system to promote the welfare of their mother-country. For 
though its-effects were more immediately felt. by them, yet its 
influence appeared to be injurious to the commerce and pro- 
sperity of Pree Britain. baal fey 


variety of Nites, aida ine many of your iM fajesty’ s pasldeahs 
the delusive pretences, fruitless terrors, and. una’ uiling severities, 
that have from time to time been dealt out by. them, in their 
attempts to execute this impolitic plan, or of tracing through a 


series of years past, the progress of the unhappy differences 


\ 
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at the committee of safety, appointed by'the assem- 
bly to ‘put me province in a ae of defences Walch, 


eee ‘ me 


-between Geet Britain uit these colonies, that have ‘aed, : 
from this fatal source. 

Your Majesty’s ministers, persevering in their measures, and, 
proceeding to open hostilities for enforcing them, have compelled 
us to arm in our own defence, and have engaged us in.a contro- 
versy so peculiarly abhorrent to the affections of your still faithful, 
colonists, that when we consider whom we must oppose in this, 
“contest, and, if it continues, what may be the consequences, our 
own particular misfortunes are accounted by us only as Pais 
ef our distress. Bente tie ¢ | ; 

Knowing to what violent resentments, and incurable.a animoe 
sities, civil discords are apt to exasperate and inflame the con- 
tending parties, we think ourselves required by indispensable 
obligations to Almighty God, to your Majesty, to our fellow 
subjects, and to ourselves, immediately to use all the means in, 
our power, not incompatible with our safety, for stopping the 
further effusion of blood, and: for averting the impenditig oun 
mities that threaten the British empire. | 

_ Thus called upon to address your Majesty on eS of ancy 
moment to America, and probably to all your dominions, we are 
earnestly desirous of performing this office, with the utmost 
deference for, your Majesty: and we therefore pray, that your 
Majesty’s royal magnanimity and benevolence may make the 
_. most favorable construction of Our expressions on so uncommon 
an occasion. » Could we represent in. their full oxen, the senti- 
ments that agitate the minds of us your dutiful subjects, we are 
‘persuaded yous Majesty would ascribe any seeming deviation 
from reverence in our language, and even in our conduct, not — 
to any reprehensible intention, but to the impossibility of recon- 
ceiling the usual appearances of respect with a just attention to 
our own preservation against those artful and cruel enemies, 
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| cominittee holds till near nine, when I am at’ the 
congress, and that sits till after four in the after- 


wha Bit your tyres conkdenes and authority, fa the purpose 
of effecting our destruction. =~ fod 
Attached to your Majesty’s person, family, sherripgs dba 
with all the devotion that principle and affection can inspire, 
connected with Great Britain by the strongest ties that can unite 
societies, and deploring every event that tends in any degree to 
weaken then, we ‘solemnly assure your Majesty, that we not 
only most'ardently desire the former harmony between her and 
these. colonies may be restored, but that a concord may be 
established between them, upon so firm a basis ‘as to perpetuate 
its blessings, uninterrupted by any future dissensions; to succeed- 
ing generations in both countries, and to transmit your Majesty's 
name to posterity, adorned with that signal and lasting glory, 
that has! attended the memory of those illustrious personages, 
whose virtues and abilities have extricated states from dangerous 
couvulsions, and, by securing happiness to others, have. erected 

_ the most noble and durable monuments to their own fame. - 
- We beg leave further to assure your Majesty, that notwith- 
standing the sufferings of your loyal colonists, during the course 
of this present controversy, our breasts retain too tender a regard 
for the kingdom from which we derive our origin, to request 
such a reconciliation as might.in any manner’ be inconsistent 
with her dignity or her welfare.” ‘These, related: as we are | to 
her, honor and duty, as well as-inclination, induce usito support 
and advance; ‘and the apprehensions that now oppress our hearts 
with unspeakable grief being once removed, yeur Majesty will 
find your faithful subjects ‘on this continent ready and ‘willing © 
at all times, as they have ever been, with their lives and fortunes 
to-assert and maintain the rights and gig: of | oot Majesty, 
as of our mother-country. 
Ve therefore beseech your Majesty, that your ae aft hority 


da influence may be graciously interposed to procure us relief 
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noon.’ Both these ‘bodies proceed with the greatest 
wnaiimity, and their'meetings are well attended. 


Say Se ee ee 


from out amie tae fears and jealousies, occasioned by the system 
before mentioned, and to settle peace through every part of 
your dominions; with all humility submitting to- your Majesty’s 
wise consideration, whether it may not be expedient for facilitat- 
ing those important. purposes, that ‘your Majesty be pleased to 
direct some mode, by. which the united applications of your 
faithful colonists to the throne, in pursuance of their common 
councils, may be improved into a happy and. permanent recon- 
ciliation; and that, in the mean time, measures may be taken, for 
preventing the further. destruction of the lives of your Majesty’ $ 
subjects; and that such, statutes as more ‘immediately distress 
any of your Majesty’s colonies may be repealed. | 

For by such arrangements as your Majesty’ s wisdom can form 
for collecting the united s sense of your American ‘people, we are 
eonvinced your Majesty would receive such ‘satisfactory proofs 
_ of the disposition. of the colonists towards their sovereign and 
parent state, that the wished-for opportanity would soon be re- 
stored to them, of evincing the sincerity of their professions, by 
' every testimony of devotion becoming the most dutiful subjects 
and the most aflectionate colonists. 

That your Majesty - ‘may enjoy a long: and prosperous reign, 
and, that your | descendants may govern your dominions with 
honor to themselves. and happiness to their subjects, is our 


sincere prayeri.).<) 0% . _ | JOuN Hancock. 
New Hampshire. Of Rhode Island: 
Joun Lanepon, STEPHEN Horxins, 
‘Tuomas Cusuine. "| SAMUEL Warp.” , 
Massachusetts Bay. Connecticut.» 
SAMUEL ADAMs, Rocer SHERMAN, * 
Joun Apams, -  . | Sitas Deane,’ 


R. Treat Paine. ELIPHALET DYER. 


/ 
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It will scarce be credited in Britain that men-ean’ 
be as diligent with us, from zeal for the public 


oi! New York, 
Puiu. Livinesron, 
Jas. Duane, 
~ Joun ALsop, 
“Francis Lewis, 
 Joun Jay, 


R. Livineston, j jun. 


‘Lewis Morris, 
WiiiiaM Fioyp, 
Henry Wisner, 


New Jersey, 
Won. LiyinesTon, 
Joun Denarts, . 
Ricnarp Situ, - 


- Pennsyloania,. 
Bens. FRANKLIN, 
Joun Dickinson, 

- Grorce Ross, 
JAamEs WILson, 
Cuas. Humpureys, 
Epwarp Bippie. 


“Delaware County, cae 


Cmsar Ropngy, 
Tro. M‘Kean, | 
Gro. Reap. 


Philadelphia, Fads 8,1 1775. 


Maryland, 
Matt. TiLGHMAN, | 
Tuo. JoHNSON, jun. 
Wm. Paca, | . 
SAMUEL Cuace, Vi 1bSa i 
THOMAS STONE. i ie 


_ Virginia, 
P. HENRY, jun. | 
R. Henry Lez, 


_Epm. PENDLETON, | 


Bens. Harrison, . 
THos, JEFFERSON. ¥ 


4 > tf} 


“North Pee Pa 


; Wie dead 


: so “i Ie ¥ 


| Henry MipDLETON, lt 
Tro. Lyncu,. sans 


Curist. GADSDEN, ~ 
J. RuTLEDGE, _ 
Epw. Rurzener. 
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good, as with you for thousands,per annum, Such. 
is the difference’ oman ee new states,: 
and corrupted old ones.” 

It was about this time that Dr. Franklin address- 
ed that memorable and laconic epistle to his old 
friend and companion Mr. Strahan, (then king’s 
printer, and member of the British parliament for 
Malmsbury,) of which a fac-simile is placed facing 
the title-page. of his. Private Reaecpalgeaceth 
ENCE. : 

The following KRG OBEA Introduetion toa vieholt 
tion of congress, (not passed) drawn up by Dr. 
Franklin, is also fully expressive of his warm feel- 
ings and sentiments at that period. 


. “ Wuerreas the British nation, through great corruption 
of manners and extreme dissipation and profusion, both, pri- 
vate and public, have found alJ honest resources insufficient 
to supply their excessive luxury and prodigality, and thereby 
have been driven to the practice of every injustice which 
avarice could dictate or rapacity execute: and whereas, not 
satisfied with the immense plunder of the East, obtained by 
sacrificing millions of the human species, they have lately 
turned their eyes to the West, and grudging us the peaceable 
enjoyment of the fruits of our hard labor and virtuous in- 
dustry, have for years past been endeavoring to extort the 
same from us, under color of laws regulating trade, and have 
thereby actually succeeded in draining us of large sums to our 
great loss and detriment. And whereas, impatient to seize 
the whole, they have at length proceeded to open robbery, 
declaring by a solemn act of parliament, that all our estates 
are theirs, and all our property found upon the sea divisible 
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among-such’ of their arimed) plunderers.as sliall take the same a 
cand have even dared in:the:sameact)to declare, that all the 
spoilings, thefts, burnings of houses and, towns; and.murders. 
of innocent, people,, perpetrated. by their wicked and pepupgan 
corsairs on Our, $paets, previous to Hh war de sclared against 
us, were just actions, and shall be $0 deemed, ‘contrary to. 
several of the’ ‘commandments of God, (whieh ‘by this act, they 
) presume’ to “repeal and t6°all the: principlés’ of right, and‘ all 
the idéas of justice, entertained heretofore by every. other Grae 
tion; ‘savage ‘as well) a /civilised; thereby manifesting them- 
selves to be hostes humanit generis. And whereas it is not 
possible for the people, of, Amer 1¢a to, subsist under such ¢ con- 
tinual ravages without making AIP 4 Feprisals, ‘ 


é “Therefore, Resolved,” 


KE a€ . oe +, hy wf Mdece FEF ek: 


‘Affairs having! now snibsnindea a. moat: ‘serious as- 
poet, it was necessary for the ‘Americans to adopt 
proper and efficacious ¥ Means of resistance, | ) _ They 
munition . were . “wanting, +f dhe si ep the 
adoption. of -paper money. became indispensably 
necessary, and Dri Franklin was one of:the first:to ' 
demonstrate: the: necessity’ and propriety of that 
measure. Without this succedatetiin; it would have 
been impossible to have made any other than a a v aed 


ieoble and a short resistance, against ( 


<eueeees YA 


arba gal 


of hile accordingly oaks Ein pee th of 
_ July, 1775, under, a. promise of exchanging: the notes 
against gold omgilverin .the space of three years; 
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and towards the endof 1776; more than twenty-one 

millions additional wereput in cireulation.’-'The 
-‘eongress at length began to be uneasy, not knowing 
how it would be possible to redeem 0 largé a sum} 
and some of its members having waited:upon Dr. 
Franklin, in’ order to: consult: him: upon: this ocea-). 
sion, he spoke to:them as follows: ,‘¢ Do not make 

yourselves unhappy; continue to issue your’ paper 

money as long as it will pay for the paper, ink, and 

printing, and we shall be enabled by its means to. 

liquidate all! the expenses of the'war.”.iy.9 0) - 

- In October, 1775, Dr. Franklin was. ripaiiaa 
by congress, jointly with his colleagues Celonel 
Harrison and. Mr. Lynch, a committee to visit the 
American camp at Cambridge, and in conjunction 
with the commander in chief, (General Washington,) 
to endeavor to convince the ‘troops; whose term. of 
enlistment was’ about to’ expire, of the necessity of 
their’ continuing in the Geld, one Apen Ps ages in, the 
éause Of theirscotmtnyl qo} arti loste ie wide: 

. He was afterwards sent-on a mission 6 Kasse. 
ne ‘endeavor to unite that. country to.the ;common 
~ eause of liberty. ‘But; the Canadians could not be 
prevailed. upon to oppose the measures of the, Bri- 
. tish government. . The ill success of this negocia- 
tion was supposed to be occasioned i in a great degree 
by religious: animosities, which: subsisted ‘between 
the Canadians and their neighbors;some. of whom 
bower at different times burnt their places of worship. 

On his return from Canada, Dr. Franklin, under 
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the direction of congress, wrote to M. Dumas; the 
American agent in Holland, urging him to sound’ 
the several governments of Europe, by means of 
their ambassadors at the Hague, as to any assist- 
ance they might be disposed to afford America in 
case of her eventually breaking off all connexion 
with Britain, and declaring herself : an independent 
nation.’ : 
This dantatde measure was now generally agitated 
throughout the colonies; though it is certain that at 
the beginning of the differences, the bulk of the 
people acted from no fixed and determined prin- 
ciple whatever, and had not even an idea of inde- 
pendence; for all the addresses from the different 
colonies were filled with professions of loyalty to- 
wards their sovereign, and breathed the most ardent 
wishes for an immediate reconciliation. ie 
The congress, deeming it advisable to know the 
general opinion on so important a point, took an 
opportunity of feeling the pulse of the people, and 
of preparing them for the declaration of independ- 
ence, by a circular manifesto to the several colonies, 
stating the causes which rendered it necessary that 
all authority under the crown should be totally sup- 
pressed, and all the powers of government taken 
respectively into their own hands. In support of 
this position they instanced the prohibitory act, by | 
which they were excluded from the protection of 


* See Dr. Franklin’s PRIVATE Ree: rat II. 
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the crown; the rejection of their petitions for redress 
of grievances and a reconciliation; and the intended 
exertion of all the force of Great Britain, aided by — 
foreign mercenaries for their destruction. | 

_. At length this important question was discussed 
in congress, and at atime when the fleets and armies 
which were sent to enforce obedience, were truly 
formidable. The debate continued for several days, 
and the scheme encountered great opposition from 
several distinguished orators. Eventually, how- 
ever, notwithstanding all the disadvantages the 
country then labored under, from an army ignorant 
of discipline, and entirely unskilled in the art of 
war;—without a fleet—without allies—and with 
nothing but the love of liberty to support them; the 
colonies, by their representatives in congress, deter- 
mined to separate from a country, which had added 
injury to insult, and disregarded all the pacific 
overtures they had made to it. On this question 
Dr. Franklin was decidedly i in favor of the measure 
proposed, and used all his great influence in bring- 
ing others over to his opinion. 

The public. mind, which had already ate drawn 
that way by the manifesto of congress, was now 
confirmed in its decision, by the ten of 
Paine’s celebrated. pamphlet “Common Sense ;” in 
which ‘there is good reason to believe, that Dr. 
Franklin had no ‘inconsiderable share,—at least in 
furnishing materials for that work. 

. It was on the 4th day of July, 1776, that the thir- 
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fee’ English colonies in America’ declared them- 
selves ‘free and independent states, and by’ an act of 
congress abjured all allegiance to the British crown, 
and renounced all political connexion with Great _ 
Britaings hae Gaikcaye deshiqgiui apil¢ ee 
This: fsublio Rowlivas hoes beda: iatcie garazed: for | 
its’ composition: Tt is reputed to have been defini- 
tively drawn ‘up by that eminent patriot, ‘philoso- 
pher, and friend of mankind, the Hon. Thomas . 
Jefferson, then one ofthe representatives in congress. 
for Virginia: as a’ document of considerable interest. 
and ‘curiosity; and'as a monument of one of the 
most important political events in which Dr. Frank- 
lin was concerned, and to which he so largely con-— 
tributed, it is here annexed.’ : 


1 4 DECLARATION by the: Representatives of the UNITED — 
STATES of AMERICA in Congress assembled.) \." 
WHEN, in the course of human events, it becomes neces~ 
sary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have © 
connected them with another, and fo assume, among the powers 
of the earth, the separate and equal station to which ‘the laws of 
nature and of nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the 
opinions of mankind requires that ‘they hula declare the causes 
which impel them to the separation. » va Wirt wott) 
We hold these truthsto be self-evident : that all men are. Srenca 
equal; that they are endowed, by their Creator, with certain una- 
lienable rights; that among these arelife, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness ; ; that to secure these rights, governments are instituted 
among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the go- 
verned; that whenever any form of government becomes destructive 
_ of these ends, itis the right of the people to alter or abolish it, and 
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Sls the.beginning of this year,.1776,an act of the, 
British, parliament passed, ar prohibit and Testralpy, . 


HAVES rb bet A ip hb wa vere vere cern ted nee st Lasntmspcbinnecas fea eka 
to institute a new government, laying its foundation on such prinei- 


ples, and organising its powers in such form, 2s to them shall seem 
most likely to effect their safety and happiness. ‘Prudence, iat ‘ 
deed, will’dictate, that ‘governments long’ ‘established, ‘should not 
be’ changed. for light ‘and transient causes; and accordingly’ all'éxs! 
periénce hath shown, that mankind are more’ disposed to Suffer, 
while evils are‘sufferable, than to right ‘themselves by abolishing 
the fornis to which they are accustomed. But when a long train 
of abuses arid! usurpations, pursuing invariably the same object, 
 evincesia’ design t ‘tetluce them uinder! absolute’ despotisih; it ae 
their right, it is their duty; to throw ofsuch government, ‘and to 
provide new: guards for their future security, ‘Such: has ‘been’ the 
patient sufferance of these colonies ; and: such is now ‘the néces- 
sity which constrains them to alter their former systems of -go- 
vernment. The history of the present king of Great Britain is 
a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in’ direct 
ebject the establishment of an absolute tyranny over these sfates, 
To prove this; let facts’ be submitted ‘to'a candid world. 

He has refused bis assent to laws the most wholesome age ne 
eessary for the public good. | 

He has forbidden his governors to pass laws of imimediate and 
ptessing importance, unless suspended in their operation till his 
assent should be obtained; and when so ii aiid he has 
wisi neglected to attend to them. | 

‘He has refused to pass other laws for the accommodation of 
ees districts of people, unless those people would relinquish ie 
right of representation in the legislature ; a a right inestiniable to 
them, and formidable to tyrants only. — 

He has called together legislative bodies at places’ unusual, un- 
comfortable, and distant from the depository of their publie re- 
cords, for. the sole Seda of fatiguing set into Seepeance 
with his measures, _ ore | | 
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on the one hand, the trade and intercourse of the 
_ refractory colonies respectively, during their revolt; 


He has dissolved representatives’ houses repeatedly, for oppos- 
ing, with manly firmness, his invasions on the rights of the people. 

He has refused for.a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause 
others to be elected; whereby the legislative powers, incapable’ 
of annihilation, have returned to the people at large for their eX- 
ercise; the state remaining in the mean time, exposed to all the 
dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions within. | 

He has endeavored to prevent the population of these states ; 
for that purpose obstructing the laws for naturalization of fo- 
reigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their migrations 
hither, and raising the conditions of new appropriations of lands, 

He has obstructed the administration of justice, by ae 
his assent to laws for establishing judiciary powers. 

He has made judges dependent on his will alone, for the tenure 
of their offices, and the anfount and payment of their salaries. 

_ He has erected a multitude of new offices, and sent hither 
swarms of officers to harass our gsi and eat out their ube 
stance. . 

He has kept among us, in times ‘a peace, standing armies, 
without the consent of our legislatures. 

He has affected to render the military independent of, and su- 
perior to the civil power. | 

He has combined with others to subject. us to a Cit eee 
foreign to our constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws; 
giving his assent to their acts of pretended legislation : | 

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us: 

For protecting them, by amock trial, from punishment for any 
murders which they.should commit on the inbabitants, of ese 
states: 

_ For cutting off our trade with all arid of the oii by 

For i Imposing taxes on us wig tg our consent ; 
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and on’the other hand, to enable persons appointed 
by the..British-king-to-grant pardons, and declare 


For depriving us us, in many cases, of the benefits of trial by 
jury: ) 

For fandberting us iespiid. a seas to be tried for diol 
offences : Ba | 

For abolishing the free system of Tisiahich laws in a neighbor 
ing province, establishing therein an arbitrary government, and 
enlarging its boundaries, so as to render it at once an example 
and fit instrument for introducing the same absolute rule into 
these colonies : _ ay fens 

_. For taking away our as abolishing our. most valuable 
laws, and altering fundamentally the forms of our governments : 

For suspending our own legislatures, and declaring themselves 
invested with power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever. 

He has abdicated government here, by declaring us out of 
his protection, and waging war against us. 

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt our 
towns, and destroyed the lives of our people. 

He is at this time transporting large armies of foreign mer- 
cenaries to complete the works of death, desolation, and tyranny, 
already begun with circumstances of cruelty and perfidy, 
scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally un- 
worthy the head ofa civilised nation. 

He has constrained our, se ag taken sant on the 
high seas, to bear arms against their country, to become the 

executioners of their friends and brethren, or to fall themselves 
by their hands, ati . 
He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has 
endeavored to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the 
merciless Indian savages, whose known rule of warfare is an un- 
distinguished destruction of all ages, sexes, and conditions. 
In every stage of these oppressions we have petitioned for re- 
VOL. II. 5 
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_ any particular district in the hing’s peace, &c. Lord 
Howe (who had been previously appomted com-_ 


dress i in the most humble terms: our repeated petitions have 

been answered only by repeated injury. A prince, whose’ cha- 

~ yacter is thus marked by every act which may define a sk is 
unfit to be ruler of a free people. 

Nor have we been wanting in attentions to our British bre- 
thren. We have warned them, from time to time, of attempts 
by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over 
us. We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emi- 
gration and settlement here. We have appealed to their native 
justice and magnanimity, and we have conjured them, by the 
ties of our common kindred, to disavow these usurpations, 
which would inevitably interrupt our comnexions and correspond- 
ence. They too have been deaf to the voice of justice and of 
consanguinity. We must therefore acquiesce in the necessity, 
- which denounces our separation, and hold them, as we hold he 
rest of mankind, enemies in war, in peace friends ! | 

We, therefore, the representatives of the UNITED STATES 
of AMERICA, in GENERAL CONGRESS assembled, appeal- 
ing to the Supreme J udge of the world for the rectitude of our 
intentions, do, inthe name and by authority of the good people 
of these colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these 
United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, FREE and IN- 
DEPENDENT STATES; that they are absolved from all alle- 
giance to the British crown, and that all political’ connexion 
between them and the state of Great Britain is, and ought to 
be, totally dissolved ; and that, as FREE and INDEPENDENT 
STATES, they have full power to levy war, conclude peace, 
contract alliances, establish commerce, and to do all other aets 
and things which INDEPENDENT STATES may of right do. 
And for the support of this declaration, with a firm reliance on 
the protection of DIVINE PROVIDENCE, we mutually pledge 
to each other our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor! Ya 
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mainder of the British fleet in North America) was, 
on May 3, declared joint commissioner with his bro- 


‘ 


The foregoing scalar haas was, by order of congress, engross- 
ed, and i sighed by the following members. 


New Hampshire. 
JosiAH BARTLETT, 
Wittiam WuipPLe, 
Matrurw THorntTon. 


Massachusetts Bay, 
SaMuEL ADAMS, _ 
Joun Apams, 

Rosert Treat Paine, 
ELBRIDGE GERRY. 


Rhode Island. 
STEPHEN Hopkins, 
WiLiiaAmM ELuERy. 

_ Connecticut, 
Rocer SHERMAN, 
SAMUEL HuNTINGTON, 
Wiiiiam WILLIAMs, 
Ouiver Wotcort. 


New York. 
Wititam Fioyp, 
‘Purine Livingston, 
Francis Lewis, 
Lewis Morris. 


Joun Hancock. 


New Jersey. 
RicHaRD STOCKTON, 
JOHN WITHERSPOON, 
Francis HopKInson, | 
Joun Hart, 

ABRAHAM CLARK, 


Pennsylvania. 
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, 
RozBert Morris, | 
Bensamin Rusu, 
Joun Morton, 
GrEoRGE CLYMER, 
James SMITH, 
Grorce TayLor,. 
James Wixson, 
GrorcGeE Ross. 


Delaware. 


‘Cmsar RoDNEY 
_ Georce Reap, 


Maryland. 
SAMUEL CHasE, 
WitiiaM Paca, 
THOMAS STONE, .- 


20 MEMOIRS OF PART IV. 


ther General Howe, for the latter purposes of: the 
act. He sailed May 12, and while off the coast of 
Massachusetts, prepared a declaration, announcing 
this commission, and accompanied it Shee circular 
~ Tetters. | : : 
Lord Howe took occasion to fits every- 
where; that he had proposals te make on the:part 
of Great Britain tending to peace and reconcilia- 
tion, and that he was ready to communicate them. 
He, at the same time, permitted the American ge- 


a i BRE LS 


Cuarites Carrot, of JosepH Hewes, 


Carrollton. Joun PENN. ' 
. r , ’ LePage o. ay 
Virginia. South Carolina. 
Grorce WyrTue, Epwarp RuTLEDGE, 
Ricuarp Henry Lez, Tuo. HeEywarp, jun. 
THOMAS JEFFERSON, Tuo. Lyncn, jun. 


BENJAMIN Harrison, ArtHuur MIDDLETON | 
Tuomas NELSON, jun. ae 


Fran. Licutroor Lrg, Georgia. 
Carter Braxton. Button Gwinnett, | 
Lyman Hatt, | 


North Carolina. Gronrce WALTON. 
Wiiiiam Hooper, ae 


Resolved, That copies of this declaration be sent to the seve- 
ral assemblies, conventions, and committees, or councils of safety, 
and to the several commanding officers of the continental 


froops ; that it be proclaimed in each of the United States, and 
at the head of the army. 
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neral, Sullivan, to go on his parole, and give this 
intelligence to the congress. He hoped, by this 
means, to create divisions in that body, and 
throughout the country. The congress were of 
opinion the admiral eould have no terms to offer, 
but such as the act of parliament empowered him 
to offer, which were, PARDON upon submission ; yet, 
as the people might imagine more, and be uneasy 
if he was not heard, they appointed three of their 
body, Messrs. Franklin, Adams, and Rutledge, to 
meet him. His lordship chose Staten Island, 
which was in possession of the English troops, for 
the place of conference. The committee being 
arrived at Amboy, a small town in New Jersey, 
opposite to the island, and in possession of the 
Americans, the admiral sent over his barge to re- 
ceive and bring them to him, and to leave one 
of his principal officers as a hostage for their safe 
return. The committee of congress had not de- 
sired a hostage, and they therefore took the off- 
cer back with them. The admiral met them at 
their landing, and conducted them through his 
guards to a convenient room for conference. He 
was surprised at their confidence, in bringing back 
his hostage, and more at the little estimation in 
which they appeared to hold his offers of pardon, 
and of inquirmg into grievance. He seemed to 
have flattered himself, that the congress, humbled 
by their late losses, would have been submissive 
and compliant. He found himself mistaken. The. 


\ 
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committee told him firmly, that if he had nothing 
else to propose, he was come too late: the hum- 
ble petitions of congress had been rejected with 
contempt; independence was now declared, and — 
the new government formed. And when in Ca- 
joling them, he expressed his “ affection for Ame- 
rica, his concern in viewing her dangerous situa- 
tion, and said that to see her fall would give him 
the same pain as to see a brother fall;” they an- 
swered, that it was kind ; but America would en- 
deavor to spare him that pain. | 

They returned and reported the conference to 
congress, who published it; and the people were 
satisfied. that they batts no safety to — but in 
arms. 

The following is the correspondence between 
Lerd Howe and Dr. Franklin on this occasion, 
and the joint report of the American commissioners 
on the result of their mission. 


Preratory Nore, sy Dr. FRANKLIN. 


[These letters were published in London, to show the in- 
solence of the insurgents, im refusing the offer of pardon 
upon submission made to them ‘by the British plenipoten- 
tiaries. ‘They undoubtedly deserve the attention of the pub- 
lic for another reason, the proof they afford that the com- 
merce of America is deemed by the ministry themselves of 
such vast importance, as to justify the horrid and expensive 
war they are now waging, to maintain- the ‘monopoly of it; 
that being the principal cause stated by Lord Howe; though 
their pensioned writers and speakers in parliament have af- 
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fected to treat that commerce asa trifle. And they demonstrate 
further, of how much importance it is to the rest of Europe, 
that the continuance of that monopoly should be obstructed, 
and the general freedom of trade, now offered by the Ameri- 
cans, prevented ; since by no other means the enormous 
growing power of Britain both by sea and land, so formidable 
to their neighbors, and which must follow her success, can 
possibly be prevented. ] 


To Dr. FRANKLIN. 


Eagle, June 20, 1776. 
Icannot, my worthy friend, permit the letters 
and parcels which I have sent in the state I received 
them, to be landed, without adding a word upon 
the subject of the injurious extremities in which 
our unhappy differences have engaged us. _ 

You will learn the nature of my mission, from 
the official dispatches which I have recommended 
to be forwarded by the-same conveyance. Re- 
taining all the earnestness I ever expressed to see 
_ our differences accommodated, I shall conceive, if 

Imeet with the disposition in the colonies J was 
once taught to expect, the most flattering hopes of 
provitig serviceable in the objects of the king’s pa- 
_ ternal solicitude, by promoting the establishment 
of lasting peace and union with the colonies. But 
if the deep-rooted prejudices of America, and the 
necessity for preventing her trade from passing 
into foreign channels, must keep us still a divided 
people ; I shall, from every private as well as pub- 
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lic motive, most heartily lament, that this is not the 
moment wherein those great objects of my ambi- 
‘tion are to be attained; and that I am to be longer 
deprived of an opportunity to assure you person- 
ally of the regard with which I am your sincere 
and faithful humble servant, .. Howe. 


P.S. I was disappointed of the opportunity I 
expected for sending this letter at the time it was 
dated, and have ever since been prevented by 
calms and contrary winds from getting here, to in- 
form General Howe of the commission with which 
I have the satisfaction to be en and: of his 
being joined in it. . 


Off Sandy Hook, 12th of idly 
Be ingihabs i Lorp Howe. 


My Lorp, Philadelphia, Sah 20, 1776. 

I eis safe the letters your lordship 

so kindly forwarded to me, and wis you to ackept | 
my thanks. 

The official dispatches to which you refer me, 
contain nothing more than what we had seen in the 
act of parliament, viz. offers of pardon upon sub- 
mission, which I am sorry to find, as it must give 
your lordship pain to be sent so far on so hopeless 
a business. be : 

’ Directing pardons to be offered the f° ae 
who are the very parties injured, expresses-indeed 
that opinion of our ignorance, baseness and: insen- 
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sibility, which your uninformed and proud nation 
has long been pleased to entertain of us; but it can 
have no other effect than that of increasing our 
resentment. It is impossible we should think of 
submission to a government that has with the most 
wanton barbarity and cruelty burnt our defenceless | 
towns in the midst of winter, excited the savages to 
massacre our farmers, and our slaves to murder 
their masters, and is even now bringing foreign 
mercenaries to deluge our settlements with blood. 
These atrocious injuries have extinguished every 
remaining spark of affection for that: parent country 
we once held so dear : but were it possible for us 
to forget and forgive them, it is not possible for — 
you (I mean the British nation) to forgive the peo- 
ple you have so heay yily mjured; you can never 
confide again in those as fellow-subjects, and per- 
mit them to, enjoy equal freedom, to whom you 
know you:have given such just cause of lasting 
enmity... And this must impel you, were we again 
under your government, to endeavor the breaking 
our spirit by the severest tyranny, and obstructing, 
by every;means in your BVO our growing 
Strength and prosperity. 

But your lordship mentions “ the king’s pa- 
ternal solicitude for promoting the establishment 
of lasting peace and union with the colonies.” If 
by peace is here meant a peace to be entered into 
between Britain. and America, as distinct states 
now at war, and his majesty has given your lord- 
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ship powers to treat with us of such a ‘peace; I may 
_ venture ‘to say, though without authority, that I 
think a treaty for that purpose not yet quite imprac- 
-_ticable, before we enter into foreign alliances... Bat 
I am persuaded you have no such powers. Your 
nation, though by punishing those American govem- 
ors who have created and fomentéed the discord, 

rebuilding our burnt towns, and repairing as far as 
possible the mischiefs done us, might yet recover . 
a great share of our regard, and the greatest part of 
our growing commerce, with. all the advantage of 

that additional strength to be derived from 4 

friendship with us; but I know too well her 

abounding pride and deficient wisdom, to believe 

she will ever take such ‘salutary measures. Her 

fondness for conquest as a warlike nation, her lusé 

of dominion as an ambitious one, and her thirst for 

a gainful monopoly as a commercial oiie, (none of 
them legitimate causes of war) will all join to hide 

from her eyes every view of her true interests, and 

continually goad her on in those ruinous distarit— 
expeditions, so destructive both of lives and trea- 

sure, that must prove as pernicious to her m the 

end as the croisades formerly were most of the 

nations of Europe. : 

Ihave not the vanity, my lord, to think of inti- | 
midating by thus predicting the effects of this war ; 
for I know it will in England have the’ fate of all 
my former pe ygme + not to be. bil till the 
event shall verify it.) | ! 


PART IV. BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 297 


- Long did I endeavor, with unfeigned and un- 
wearied zeal, to preserve from breaking that fine 
and noble China vase, the British empire: for I 
knew that being once broken, the separate parts 
could not retain even their share of the strength or 
value that existed in the whole, and that a perfect 
reunion of those parts could scarce ever be hoped 
for. Your lordship may possibly remember the 
tears of joy that wet my cheek, when, at your good 
sister's in London, you once gave me expectations 
that a reconciliation might soon take place. I had 
the misfortune to find those expectations disap- 
pointed, and to be treated as the cause of the mis- 
chief I was laboring to prevent. My consolation 
under that groundless and malevolent treatment 
was, that I retained the friendship of many wise 
and good men in that country, and among the rest, 
some share in the regard of Lord Howe. | 

- The well-founded esteem, and permit me to say, 
affection, which I shall always have for your lord-- 
ship, makes it painful to me to see you engaged. in 
conducting a war, the great sround of which, as 
expressed in your letter, is “the necessity of pre- 
venting the American trade from passing into for- 
eign channels.” To me it seems that neither the 
obtaining or retaining of any trade, how valuable 
_ soever, is an object for which men may justly spill 
each other's blood’; ‘that the true and sure means 
of extending and securing commerce, is the good- 
ness and cheapness of commodities; and that the 
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profit of no trade can ever be equal to the expense 
of compelling: it, and of wpe it by fleets and 
armies. 
I consider this war against us, theseforey! as vil 
unjust. and unwise; and I am persuaded that cool 
dispassionate posterity will condemn to infamy 
those who advised it; and that even success will 
not save from some degree of dishonor, those who 
voluntarily engaged to conduct it. I know your 
great motive in coming hither was the hope of bemg 
instrumental in a reconciliation; and I believe 
when you find that impossible on any terms given 
you to propose, you will relinquish so odious a 
command, and return to a more honorable private 
station. 

With the greatest and most sincere respect, I 
have the honor to be, my Lord, your mii s 


most obedient humble servant, 
B. FRANKLIN. 


‘To Dr. FRANKLIN. 

: Eagle, off Staten Island, Aug. the 16th, 1776. 
| 1 am sorry, my worthy friend, that it is 
only on the assurances you give me of my having 
still _preserved a place in your esteem, that I can 
now found a pretension to trouble you with a * 0 
to your favor of the 21st past. 

I can have no difficulty to acknowledge, that the 
powers I-am invested with were never calculated 
to negociate a reunion with America, under any 
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other debating than as subject. tothe crown of 
Great Britain. But I do esteem those powers 
‘compétent, not only to confer and negociate with 
‘any gentlemen of influence in the colonies upon 
the terms, but also to effect a lasting peace and 
reunion between the two countries, were the tem- 
per of the colonies such as professed in the Jast 
petition of the congress to, the king. America 
would have judged in the discussion how far the 
means were adequate to the end, both for engaging 
her confidence and proving our integrity... Nor 
did I think it necessary to say more in. my public 
declaration; not conceiving it could be understood 
to refer to peace, on any other conditions but. those 
of mutual interest to both countries, which could 
alone render it permanent. | 

But as I perceive from the tenor of your ae 
how little IT am to reckon upon the advantage of 
your assistance for restoring that permanent union 
_which has long been the object. of my endeavors, 
and which I flattered myself when I left England, 
would be in the compass of my power; | will only 
add, that as the dishonor to which you deem’ me 
‘exposed by my military situation in this country, 
has effected no change in your sentiments of per- 
sonal regard towards me, so shall no difference in 
political points alter my desire of proving how 
much I am your sincere and. obedient humble 
Satvanty: i.Gditernts Wie vey: ahmed _ Howe. 
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In Concress, Sept. 2nd, 1776. 

Congress being informed that General Sullivan, who was 
taken prisoner on Long Island, was come to Philadelphia 
~ with a message from Lord Howe, 

Ordered that he be admitted, and heard sae congress. 

General Sullivan being admitted, delivered the verbal mes- 
- sage he had in charge from Lord Howe, which he was de- 
sired to reduce to writing, and withdrew. ; 


September 3rd. 


General Sullivan having reduced to writing the verbal mes- 
sage from Lord Howe, the same was faid before Wey ae and | 
read as follows. ere ee eee 

The followmg is the purport of the message sent sigs 
Lord. Howe to congress by General Sullivan. 

That though he could not at present treat with congress as 
such, yet he was very desirous of having a conference with 
some of the members, whom he would consider, for the pre- 
sent only as private gentlemen, and meet ‘them himself as 
such, at such place as they should appoint. | 

That he, in conjunction with General Howe, had full 
powers to compromise the disputes between Great Britain 
and America on terms advantageous to both, the obtaining of 
which delayed him near two months in England, and pre- 
vented his arrival at this place before the declaration of inde- 
pendence took place, 

That he wished a compact might be settled at this time, 
when no decisive blow was struck, and neither party could 
say they were compelled to enter into such agreement. 

That in case congress were disposed to treat, many things 
which they had not as yet asked, might and ought to be 
granted to them ; and that if, upon the conference, they fonnd 
any probable vraltna of an accommodation, the authority of 
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congress must be afterwards acknowledged, oo the 
compact could not be complete. | 

PAT OY - September 5th. ne a 

‘Resolved, that, General Sullivan be requested to inform 
Lord Howe, that this congress being the representatives of 
the Free and Independent States.of America, cannot, with pro- 
priety, send any of its members ‘to confer with his lordship in 
their private char acters, but that ever desirous of establishing 
peace on reasonable terms, they will send a committee of 
their body to know whether he has any authority to treat with 
persons authorised by congress for that purpose on behalf of 
America, and what that authority is, and to hear such propo- 
_ sitions as he shall think fit to make respecting the same. 

. Ordered, that a copy of the foregoing resolution be deli- 
vered to General Sullivan, and that he be directed repaid) 
to repair to Lord Howe. reaperi | 

B anteitsber: 6th. f ; is 

Reiddiseg that ‘hd committee “to be sent to know whe- 
ther Lord Howe has any authority to treat with persons 
authorised by congress for that purpose, in behalf of America, | 
and what that authority is, and to hear such propositigns as 
he shall think fit to make respecting the same,” consist of 
three. HONS Ah i 
The members chosen, - OR Frank, siah Adams, and. 


Mr. Rutledge. 
Eagle, off Bedlow's Island, Sept. 10, 1776. 
Lord Howe presents his compliments to Dr. 
F ranklin, and. according to the tenor of his favor 
of the 8th, will attend os have the pleasure . of 
meeting him and Messrs. Adams and. Rutledge 
to-morrow morning, at, the house on, Staten, Island. 
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| opposite to Amboy, as early as the few conve- 
niences for travelling by land on Staten Island will 
admit. Lord Howe, upon his arrival at the place = 
appointed, will send a boat (ifhe can, procure: iti in, 
time) with a flag of truce over to Amboy; and. 
requests the Doctor and the other gentlemen will, 
postpone their intended favor of passing over tor 
meet him, until ‘they are informed as above of his» 
arrival to attend them there. | - Haw onder a 

In case the weather should prove aniuverdble® 
for Lord Howe to pass in his boat to. Staten. Island 
to-morrow, as from the present appearance there i is. 
some reason to suspect, he will take the next ear- 
liest opportunity that offers for that purpose. In 
this intention he may be further retarded, shaving: 
been an. invalid lately ; but will certainly give the 
most: timely notice of that inability... He however 
flatters himself he shall not have: occasion to raed 
further excuses on that account. 


r ‘September, 13th. a iii | 
The committee appointed to confer with Lord Howe: sip 
ing returned, made a verbal report. ate ve 
Ordered, that they make a report in writing, as soon as” 
they conveniently C2N). dvr te Bee er SIIM: 


ADS iF 


September 17th. . a 

The committee appointed to confer with Lord, Hons 
agreeable to order, brought i in a report in writing, which was . 

read as follows : ee eae 3 " 
Ti obedience to the orders of congress, we Have hed’ a 
meeting with Lord Howe: it was on Wednesday last, upon 


\ 
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Staten Island, opposite to’ Amboy, where his lordship re- 
ceived and entertained us with the utmost politeness. 9° 

His lordship opened the ‘conversation by acquainting us, 
that though he could not treat with us as a committee of 
congress, yet as his powers enabled him to confer and con- 
sult with any private gentlemen of influence in the colonies, 
on the means of restoring peace between the two countries, 
he was glad of this opportunity of conferring with us on that 
subject, if we thought ourselves at liberty ‘to enter into a 
conference’ with him m that character. 

We observed to his lordship, tliat aé our business was to 
hear, he might consider us in what light he pleased, and com- 
mutiicate to us any proposition he might be authorised to 

make for the purpose mentioned; but that we could consider 
ourselves in no other character than that in which we were 
placed by order of congress. 

His lordship then.entered into a discourse of copmdeln bis 
length, which contained no explicit proposition of peace’ ex- 
cept one, viz. that the colonies should returw to their alle- 

_ giance and obedience to the government of Great Britain. 
The rest consisted principally of assurances that there was 
an exceeding good disposition in the king and his ministers 
to make that government easy to us, with intimations that in 
case of our submission, they would cause the offensive acts 
of parliament to be revised, and the instructions to governors 
to be reconsidered; that so, if any just causes of complaint — 
were found in the acts, or any errors in government were 
perceived to have crept into the sera ok they might be 
amended or withdrawn. 

We gave it as our opinion to ship lordship, that a return 
to the domination of Great Britain was not now to be exé 
pected. We mentioned the repeated humble petitions of the 
colonies to the king and parliament, which had been treated 

on OO hh | ae “& 
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with contempt, and answered only by additional injuries; the 
umexampled patience we had shown under their tyrannical 
government ; and that it was not till the last act of parliament, 
which denounced war against us, and put us out of the king’ - 
protection, that we declared our independence. ‘That this 
declaration had been called for by the people of the colonies. 
in general ; that every colony had approved of it when made ; 
and all now considered themselves as independent states, and 
were settling or had settled their governments accordingly ; : 
so that it was not in the power of congress to agree for 
them, that they should return to their former dependent state. 
That there was no doubt of their inclination to peace, and 
their willingness to enter into a treaty with Britain that might 
be advantageous to both countries. ‘That though his-lord- 
ship had at present no power to treat with them as indepen- 
dent states, he might, if there was the same good disposition 
in Britain, much sooner obtain fresh powers from thence, 
than powers could be obtained by congress from Rea 
colonies to consent to a submission. 

His lordship then saying that he was sorry to find that: no 
accommodation was likely to take place, put an end to the 
conference.. | dias 

Upon the whole, it did not appear 'to your committee ‘that 
‘his lordship’s commission contained any authority of impor- 
tance than what is expressed in the act of parliament, viz. that 
of granting pardons with such exceptions as the commis-. 
sioners shall think proper to make, and of declaring America 
or any part of it to be in the king’s peace, upon submission ; 
for as to the power of inquiring into the state of America, | 
which his lordship mentioned to us, and of conferring and 
consulting with any persons the commissioners might thiak 
proper, and representing the result of such conversation: to. 
the ministry, who, provided the colonies would-subject them-* 
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selves, might, after all, or might not, at their pleasure, make 
any: alterations in the former ‘instructions to governors, OF 
propose in parliament. any amendment of the acts complained 
‘of, we apprehended any expectation from the effect of such 
a power would have been too uneertain and precarious to be 
relied on ‘by America, had she still ‘continued i in her state of | 
| dependance. | ' 
"Ordered that the above be published. 
: Ly een Joun Hancocx, President. 
voitiest. 7 


-Cuanzes Tuomrson, Secretary. 


ania in dite let cad had veuicialingedibtal 
* those» colonies whose: government was not 
already sufficient, to proceed to the institution of 
jv a ee as was naan gl ‘to the preservation’ 
of their affairs, fer the defence of their ate. liber- 
ties, and properties, against the hostile i invasions: 
and cruel depredations of their enemies. In con-_ 
formity to this recommendation, a convention was 
assembled. at Philadelphia, in:July, 1776, for the 
purpose of settling anew form of government for’ 
the then State of Pennsylvania. Dr. F ranklin was” 
chosen president Of this “conVention! "The ¢con-” 
stitution formed and ‘established at that period. for. 
Pennsylvania \ was. the result of the deliberations of 
that assembly, and may | be considered. ag a digest 
of Dr. Franklin’s, principles.of government. ‘The. 
single legislature, and, the.plural executive appear” 
to have been his favorite tenets, 
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The virtuous and unfortunate Duke de la Roche- 
foucault, in his eulogium of Dr. Franklin in 1790, 
thus remarks on this system of government. : 
') © Fyanklin’alone, disengaging the political ma- 
chine from those multiplied movements and admired 
‘counterpoises that rendered it so complicated, pro- 
posed the reducing it to the simplicity of a single 
legislative body. This grand idea startled the le- 
gislators of Pennsylvania; but the philosopher 
removed the fears of a considerable number, and 
at length determined the whole to adopt a prin- 
ciple which the national assembly has made mite 
basis of the French constitution.” Ms 
- The same distinguished person adds in a note © 

on this passage, of his printed oration,— | 

“The usual progress of the human interel leads 
man from the complex to the simple. Observe 
the works of the first mechanics overloaded with 
numerous pieces, some of which embarrass, and 
others diminish their effect. It has been the same 
with legislators, both speculative and practical: 
struck with an abuse, they have endeavored to 
correct it by institutions that have been productive 
of still greater abuses. In political economy the 
unity of the legislative body is the maximum’ of 
simplicity. Franklin was the first who dared to 
put this idea in practice: the respect the Pennsyl- 
vanians entertained for him induced them to adopt: 
it; but the other- states were terrified at it, and 
even the constitution of Pennsylvania has since 
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been altered. In Europe this opinion has been 
more successful. When I had the honor to pre- 
sent to Franklin the translations of the consti- 
tutions of America, the minds of the people on 
this side the Atlantic were scarcely better disposed 
toward it than those on the other side; and if we 
except Dr. Price in England, and Turgot and 
Condorcet in France, no man who applied himself 
to politics agreed in opinion with the Ameérican 
‘philosopher. I will venture to assert that I was 
of the small number of those who were struck with 
the beauty of the simple plan he traced, and that 
I saw no reason to change my opinion when the 
National Assembly, led by the voice of those 
deep-thinking and eloquent orators who discussed 
that important question, established it as a prin- 
ciple of the French constitution, that legislation 
_ should be confided to a single body of representa- 
tives. It will not perhaps be deemed unpardon- 
able to have once mentioned myself, at a time 
when the honor I have of holding a public charac- 
ter makes it my duty to give an account of my 
sentiments. to my fellow-citizens. France will 
-not relapse into a more complex system, but will 
vassuredly acquire the glory of maintaining that 
which she has established, and give it a degree of 
perfection which, by rendering a great nation 
happy, will attract the eyes and the applauses ‘of 
all Europe, and of the ini world.”—Vain predic- 
ton heft icine rivers 


3 eho o# © aa 
~ During Dr. F ranklin’s presidency of the conven- 
Yon. he. drew up the following protest against ‘the 
“equality « of voting in congress ; ; but (as he acknow- - 
Tedged at the time) he was dissuaded from endéa- 
voring to carry it through, from prudential: consi- 
derations respecting the necessary union at’ that 
critical period, of all the states i in confederation. . 
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Si! 70, NONSIVi0S PROFEST.qn.gogled yllenres 19). 


‘ase We, the representatives of the state of poste. 
‘y ania in full convention met, having duly considéeréd 
‘the plan of confederation formed in congress, | ‘and 
submitted to the several states, for their assent or 
| “dissent, do hereby declare the dissent of this state 
to the same, for the following reasons, Viz. > 1" 
© ist. Because the foundation of every oh. 
vation intended to be lasting, ought to be laid in 
justice: and equity, no ‘unfair advantage being & given 
3 to, or taken by, any of the contracting parties.’ 

~~ € 9nd. Because it is, in the nature of things, just 
- ‘and equal, ‘that the respective states of the confe- 
3 ‘deracy should be represented in congress, ‘and 
‘ have votes there in- proportion to their importance, 
‘arising from their numbers of people, and the share 
“and degree of strength they afford to the united 
‘body. And therefore the XVIIth article, Which 


* This since’ fopdhs part of the 5th article of the confederation 
as agreed to by. all.'the states, except Maryland, . on the 9th of 
. July, 1778 ;. and finally . ratified by the whole union, ‘on the 1st 
March, 1781, (the state of Maryland acceding thereto.) 
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gives one vote to the smallest state and no more to 

the. largest, when the difference between them. may: 

be as ten to one, or greater, is unjust, and i injurious 

- to the larger states, since all of them are by other 

articles obliged to contribute in proportion to their 
respective abilities. 

“3rd. Because the practice hitherto in congress, 
of allowing only one vote to each colony, was 
originally taken up under a conviction of its im- 
propriety and injustice, was intended to be in 
some future time corrected, and was then and since 
submitted to only as a temporary expedient, to be 
_used in ordinary business, until the means of recti- 
fying the same could be obtained: this clearly 
appears by the resolve of congress, dated Sept. 6, 
1774, being the day of its meeting, which resolve 
is in these words, ‘ That in determining questions in 
this congress, each colony or province shall have 
one vote, the congress not being possessed of, or 
_at present able to procure proper materials for 
ascertaining the importance of each colony.’ That 
importance has since been supposed to be best 

found in the numbers of the people; for the con- 
_ gress not only by their resolution when the issuing 
of bills was agreed. to, but by this present confe- 
deration, have. judged that the contribution to- 

wards sinking those bills and to the common ex- 
~ pense should be in proportion to such numbers 
when they could be taken, which has not yet been 
done: : and though | the larger colonies submitted. 
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to this temporary inequality of scicen cn tediiiiialie 
- pecting it would much sooner have been rectified, 
it. never was understood that by the resolution 
above cited, a power was given to the smaller 
states to fix that inequality upon them for ever, as 
,those small states have now attempted to do by 
combining to vote for this 17th article, and thereby 
to deprive the larger states of their just, right, 
acknowledged in the same resolution. , Smaller 
states having given us in advance, this striking im- 
stance of the injustice they are capable of, and of 
the possible effects of their combination, is of itself 
a sufficient reason for our determining not to. put. 
ourselves in their power by agreeing to this article, 
as it stands connected. with those concerning the 
quotas of each state, since being a majority of 
states in congress, they may by the same means, 
at any time, deprive the larger states of any share 
in the disposition of our strength and wealth, and 
the management of our common interests... 

« But as the smaller colonies may object, that if | 
the larger are allowed a number of votes in pro- 
portion to their importance, the smaller will, then 
be equally i in danger of being overpowered and. go- 
verned by them. We, not having the least de- 
sire of any influence or power that is unjust or 
unequal or - disproportioned to the burthens we 
are to bear, do hereby offer our consent to the 
said 17th article. as it now stands, provided the 
quotas to be contributed by the larger provinces 
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shall be reduced to'an equality with the smallest, 
in which case all, by contributing equally, will have 
aright to equal votes. Not that we mean thereby 
to avoid granting additional aids, when the exi- 
gence of our common interests shall appear to us 
to’ make them: proper and necessary ;_ but, leaving 
to the congress, with regard to such additional 
aids, the right of making requisitions as enjoyed 
by our late kings, we would reserve to ourselves 
the right of judging of the propriety of these re- 
quisitions, or of refusing or complying with them 
in part, or in the whole, as to us shall seem best, 
and of modifying our grants with such conditions 
as we shall judge necessary, in like manner as our 
assemblies might formerly do with regard to re- 
quisitions from the crown: for it appears to us 
just and reasonable, that we should retain the dis- 
position of what strength we have, above the equal 
proportion contributed as aforesaid by our state to 
the common service, with every power necessary 
to apply the same, as occasions may arise, for our 
particular security ; this we mean to do from this 
time forward, unless we are allowed votes in con- 
gress. proportioned to the importance of our state, 
as was originally intended. 


“Signed by order of the Convention.” 


»Though this protest was not acted upon, for the 
reasons ‘previously assigned by Dr. Franklin, it 
serves however to show his opinion and arguments 
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in support of a very’ important question of Ameri- 
can legislature, and 1 is ‘an additional ‘feature i Mm: his 


political mind. 


American ‘paper money beginning about,this. 
time to fall into disrepute, and immediate supplies 
of arms and ammunition for the use of the army 
being absolutely necessary, congress turned their 
attention towards Europe, and to France in parti- 
cular, for the purpose of ‘obtaining aids in money 
and military stores, as the. only means of resisting 
the power of Great. Britain, and preserving their 
newly acquired independence. 3 hs 

In the latter end of 1776, a commission was 
appointed. for this object; and Dr. Franklin, 
-though then in his 71st year, was considered, from 
his talents as’ a statesman, and, reputation as a 
plulosopher, the most. suitable person to effect the 
desired ‘end, ‘and. was consequently nominated 
‘commissioner plenipotentiary to the court of 
France, in) conjunction with Silas Deane and 
Arthur ‘Lee, Esquires :. the former. had already 
been sent to Europe, for the purpose of secretly | 
obtaining and forwarding warlike stores, &c., and 
the other’ had. been employed by congress as a 
| banivetn and confidential agent in England. 

» Previous to. Dr. Franklin’s. departure, he con- 
porn it would be advisable, on. many accounts, 
to be the bearer of propositions for peace with 
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Great Britain and with this view he’ drew up, 
‘and submitted to the secret committee of nh Neco 
the following paper. bere Lanett 


Sxercu or Propostrtons’ror a Peacz, 1776, 
“There shall be a perpetual peace between Great 
Britain and the United States of ra on the 
following conditions. | 4 
| Caleae BRitatH shall renounce and disclaim ali 
pietetioe of right or authority to govern in sia of 
a United States of America. | Nain ih 
-- To prevent those occasions of misunderstanding 
which are apt to arise, where the territories of dif- 
ferent powers border on each ‘other, through ‘the 
bad conduct of frontier inhabitants on both sides, 
Britain shall cedé to the United States ‘the: pro- 
—winces or colonies of Quebec,’ St: John’s, Nova 
Scotia, Bermuda, East'and West Florida, and the 
‘Bahama Islands, with ‘all their’ adjoining and in- 
termediate territories now claimed by her. © 
Th’ return for this cession)! the United States 
“shall pay to’ Great Britain the sum of’. . . a 
ones in annual payments, that is torsay, ss /... 
| . per annuin, for and during the term’of . 
years. . | : 
And’ shall moreover grant a free trade to all 
British subjects throughout the United States and 
the ceded colotiies; and ‘shall guarantee to’ Great 
‘Britain vi BA connie fa ca aici ain) the esl 
PGIGARI Iw AolanqovT| koatsed enltad .o 
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Motives for proposing a Peace at this time. > 
“1. The having such propositions in charge, will 
bythe law of nations be some protection to the 
commissioners or on aii if ror should be 
perenl luli wih ee 
2) As the news of our declared pita, etedit 
will tend to unite in Britain all parties against us 5 
so our offering peace with commerce and pay- 
ments of money, will tend to divide them again. 
For peace is as-necessary to them as to us: our 
commerce is wanted by ‘their merchants and manu- 
facturers, who will therefore incline to the accom- 
modation, even though the monopoly is not conti- 
nued, since it can be easily made appear their 
share of our growing trade will soon be greater 
than the whole has been heretofore. Then for the 
landed ‘interest; who wish an alleviation of. taxes, 
it is’ demonstrable by figures, that if we should 
agree to pay, suppose ten millions in one hundred 
years, viz. 100,000/. per annum for that term, it 
would, being faithfully employed as a sinking 
fund, more than pay off all their present national 
debt.. It is besides a prevailing opinion in Eng- 
land, that they must in the nature of things sooner 
or later lose the colonies, and many think they 
had better be without the government of them 3 so 
that the proposition will, on that account, nase 
more supporters and fewer opposers. © 
3. As the having such propositions to ‘siete or 
any powers to treat of péace, will furnish a pre- 
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tence for B. F.’s. going to. England, where he 
has many friends and. acquaintance, particularly 
among the lest writers and ablest speakers in both 
houses of parliament, he thinks he shall be able 
when there, if the terms are not accepted, to work 
up such a division of sentiments in the nation, as 
greatly to weaken its exertions against the United 
States, and lessen its credit in foreign countries. 

_ 4, The knowledge of there bemg powers given 
to the commissioners to treat. with England, may 
have some effect in facilitating and expediting the 

proposed treaty with France. _ 

8. It is worth our while to offer ate a sum for 
the countries to be ceded, since the vacant lands 
will in time sell for a great. part of what we shall 
give, if not more; and if we are to obtain them by 
conquest, after perhaps a, long war, they will pro- 
bably cost-us more than that sum... Itis absolutely 
necessary for us to have them for our own secu- 
rity ; and though the sum,may. seem large to the 
present generation, in less than-half the term, it 
will be to the whole United States a mere trifle. 


It is uncertain to what extent this plan was 
adopted by congress. The propositions. were cer- 
tainly not such as the British ministry would have 
listened to a moment, at that period of the revolu- 
tionary war, whatever they might have been dis- 
posed to have done in a more advanced state of it. 
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It is possible, however, that this or some other 
ike 
proposal for peace with Great Britain may have 
been furnished to Dr. Franklin by the secret Com 
mittee of congress, to serve him in some measure 
aS a protection in case of his capture at sea; of 
which there was at that time the most imminent 
danger. 
from Philadelphia, Oct. 26, 1776, ddotugiahiedl i 
two of his grand-children, Wm. Temple Franklin, 
and Benjamin Franklin’ Bache: they slept. at 
Chester that night, and the next morning went by 
land to Marcus Hook, and embarked there that” 
day, in the United States’ sloop of war Reprisal, 
mounting 16 guns, and commanded by Captain 
Wickes. During the passage, Dr. Franklin made 
daily experiments, by means of the thermometer, 
of the temperature of the sea water, as he had 
done on similar occasions, ‘and with the same 
view, of ascertaining the ship’s being zm or out of 
the gulph stream, and 1 more or ih within sound- 
ings. | | * 
The sloop was frequently chased during the 
voyage by British cruisers, and several times pr i 
pared for action ; but being a good sailer, and the » 
captain having received orders, not unnecessarily, 
to risk an engagement, she as often escaped he ier 
pursuers. ‘The crew did not always seem to tka’ 
avoiding coming up with. the vessels. that st 
occasionally seen, as they were ‘naturally’ destrousg” 


PART IV. BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 47. 


4 ; 


of getting some prize-money : on this account pro-, 
bably , the captain indulged them on some. occa- 
sions, when there was little likelihood of danger, 
An opportunity of this kind presented itself on the 
27th of November, being then near the coast of 
France, though out of soundings. Several. sail, 
were seen about noon, and the sloop brought-to, 
and took a brig from Bourdeaux, bound to Cork, 

(being Irish property) loaded with lumber and 
some wine. She had left Bourdeaux the day be- 
fore. The captain found by the brig’s reckoning, 

that he was then only 16 leagues. from land. In 
- the afternoon of the same day, he came up with, 

and took another brig, from Rochfort, belonging 
to Hull, bound to Hamburgh, with brandy and 
flax-seed. _ Early the next morning land was in 
sight from the mast-head ; it proyed to be Belle- 
isle; a pilot came on board, and the sloop. was 
brought to an anchor in the evening.. On the 29th 
she ran into Quiberon Bay, where she continued 
till December 3d, when finding the contr rary winds 
likely to continue, which prevented her entering 
the Loire, the captain procured a fishing-boat to 
put Dr. Franklin and his grandsons on shore at 
Auray, | about SIX leagues distant, where they were 
landed in the evening. The boatmen spoke. the 
Breton language as well, as the French ; i and ‘it 
appeared to be the common language of the coun-. 
try, people i in that province. One word only. was, 
intelligible, which, was, Diaul ; it signifies Devil, 
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and is the same in the Welch language. «It is said 
there is a considerable. affinity between the two 


languages, and that the Welch and Breton fishers _ 
men and peasantry ean comprehend» each) other: 


Auray proved to be’ a wretched :place.© No post- 
chaises to be hired,-+and obliged to send to: Vannes 
for one,—which did not arrive till nextday + when 
the party reached that town, late im: the evening: 
Dr. Franklin, in. the little journal he«kept, and 
from “which the above: details: are’taken, adds : 
“ The carriage was a miserable one, with: tired 
horses, the evening dark,-scarce a traveller but 
ourselves onthe: road ;..and to make it more com- 
fortable, the driver stopped near a’ wood we were 


to pass through, to tell us that a gang of eighteen 


robbers infested that wood, who: but two weeks 
ago had robbed and murdered some. ideas” 
thativery spot.”20 2 a2) LL Uy spinel 

- ‘Thesame jourilak contains. the. balun abated : 


“ December 6. On the road yesterday (travelling - 


to Nantes), we met six or seven country-women, 
in company, on horseback, and astride: they were 
all of fair white and red complexions, but oné 


“ene 


among them was the fairest woman I-ever beheld: — 


Most. of. the: ‘men: have good ‘complexions,: not 
swarthy, like those of the ‘North of: Francey:in 
which I remember ‘that, sia about |Adbdeville, I 
saw few: fair. people. fy di wi wi? ’otoeistio orden 

. Arriving’at Nantes on sig 7th of December, a 
grand dinner was prepared on the occasion by 


PART LV. BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. _ 49. 


some friends: of America, at which Dr. Franklin 
was present, and in the afternoon went to meet a 
large party at the country seat-of Mons. Gruel, a 
short distance from town, where crowds of visitors 
came to compliment him on ‘his. safe. arrival, ex- 
pressing great. satisfaction,..as they were warm 
friends to. America, and hoped his being 'in. France 
would be of advantage to. the American cause, &c. 
&es A-magnificent supper closed the evening. 
alee: much fatigued and. weakened. by. ‘tt 
voyage and. journey, Dr. Franklin was persuaded. 
to remain at M. Gruel’s country-house, where he 
was elegantly and commodiously lod ved >, his 
strength, indeed, was not equal to an immediate 
journey to Paris. ‘During: his: stay at. M. Gruel’s 
he was. in hopes of living retired, but: the house 
was almost always full of visitors; from whom, 
however, much useful. information was obtained 
respecting the’ state of affairs at court, and: the 
character of persons in power, &c.. Dr. Franklin 
also learnt, with great. satisfaction, that a supply: 
had been ‘obtained from the French government of 
two hundred brass. field-pieces, thirty thousand 
firelocks,. and some, other military,stores, which 
were then shipping for. niselaaiil and would Sis 
convoyed by.a ship of war. i ae if 

| Dr. Franklin at that. time. adsl not assume strat 
public character, thinking it prudent first to know 
whether the court was arly and willing to receive 
AVOBeE sof 10 hosgo D 
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publicly commissioners from the congress; and: 
_ that he might neither embarrass the ministry on . 
the one hand, nor’ subject himself.and. his col- 
leagues! to the hazard) of a: disgraceful. refusal on — 
the other, he dispatched an express to Mr. Deane, 
then in Paris, with the letters he had for him from 
the ‘committee: of congress, anda copy. of their 
joint commission, that: he might -make the proper. 
inquiries, and‘ give-him the necessary-information. 
that Dr. Franklin was. sent to negotiate, and that 
opinion appeared: to give great pleasure. § 
- On the 15th December Dr. Franklin left Nantes, 
and shortly after: arrived safely at Paris, where he 
continued to reside till the 7th January: followine, 
when he removed with his family to. Passy, a 
village beautifully situated about a league from the. 
capital,) and took‘ up: his: abode in’ a large and: 
handsomiehouse, with extensive gardens, belonging 
to Mons. Le Ray de Chaumont, a great and useful 
friend to the American cause. Here Dr. Franklin 
continued during the whole of -his residence in 
France—being about eight years and whalf. = 
- The following’extracts from letters written by 
him to one of his intimate friends, shortly after his: 
arrivalin Paris, fully show his sentiments relative 
to the state of American politics at that period, 
and furnish some. a as to the nature of: his 
mission to: Francestisoi) bev fn s-ode Whine 62) 54 
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OR; Tamme) Grit ° ete eb eknemmrns tat me 
no nptlotias: AQ Da, Inoewsausz. sou ait to 
iiwssih “T long labored in’ Eneland with«grea 
zeal and sinceri v*vortpreventithes! rasta thegrhes 
lation) ‘and which is now'so'wide, that no en- 
deavors of mine can possibly healvit. You know 
the’ treatment I met with? from’ ‘that |impradent 
court: but’ 1 keep''a ‘separate account “of ‘private - 
injuries; which Tmay forgive; » and I do not think 
it right’ to’ mix’ them with’ public affairs.. Indeed 
snd is no occasion for their ‘aid to whet ‘my ‘re- 
sentiment against a nation that has*burnt: our de 
3 fenbeleetownainintht midst of winter, has excited 
the savages to assassinate our ‘innocent’ farmers, 
with their wives and children, and ‘our slaves to 
murder their masters! It would therefore be de- 
ceiving you, if I suffered you to remain in the sup- 
position you have taken up, that: I am come to 
_ Europe’‘to make “peace. Iam in fact ordered 
hither by the congress fora very different purpose; 
viz. to procure such aid® from European powers, 
for enabling us'to defend ‘our freedom and inde- 
pendence; which itis certainly their interest: to 
erant; as by that means the great and rapitlly 
growing trade’ of America’ will be open to them 
all, and not’a’monopoly'to Great Britain as here- 
tofore: a i: monopoly, ‘that’ if she is suffered again 
to possess, willsbe such‘an increase of» her strength 
by sea, and if she can reduce us again to’ submis- — 
sion, she will have thereby so great an addition 
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t6 cher —" by land,'as’ will, together,’ make 
herthe most’ formidable power the world: has ‘yet 
séen ; and’ fromher natural pride and ‘insolence’ in 
prosperity; of! all others’ the most intolerable.” et 
as, jaompiltsatbas, cai ot vilpoediaen ie ertgnn 
part eee _ To the SAMEca7..Viay  ayaiad 

see Mdardasing to: know my opinion of: what 
siillbpyobobly be the end of thisswar; and whether 
our new establishments will not be thereby reduced 
_again to deserts. “ Ido not; for? my part, apprehend 
much danger of so greatan-evilto us.° I think 
we shall: be able; “with a’ little help, to defend 
ourselves, our possessions, and our: liberties; so 
long ‘that England: will be ruined by persisting 
in the wickedattempt to destroy them: Imust 
nevertheless regret” that2rain;oand) wish that» her: 
injustice and tyranny had not deserved it. And 
i sometimes flatter myself that, old as Iam; I may 
possibly hive te seeany: country settled in peace and 
pr osperity, whene Britain shall make no ‘more a 
formidable figure among the powers of Europe.’ 

46 You ‘put:mesin mind: of 3 anvapology for. my 
conduct, »whichchas* been sexpected> from me, in 
answer tothe» abuses'thrown upon mé before the 
privy council.*\sclt»was.:partly written, but the 
affairs of :public-importance I have been ever since 
coepeean are nee ‘ions va sie ong ‘in- 


coe MoTRs sis ity, ‘oak rire woe, No: 5. 
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juries too. that my country has suffered, have: ab- 
sorbed,’ private-resentments, and» madeit. appear 
trifling for an) individual to: trouble the world with 
his particular justification, when alll hisccompatriots 
were stigmatised by the king and parliament as 
‘being, in every respect, the wor st of mankind! - ¥ 
am ‘obliged, to.you,however, forthe: friéndly- part 
you have always taken in the defence of:my~cha- 
racter;, and.it is indeedino- smalh argu 


ment in* my 
favor, that those,;who have known me-mostoand. 
longest, still love me and trust me with: their most 
important interests; of which my-ielection into the 
congress by the unanimous voice.ofithe assembly, 
or parliament of Pennsylvania; the day after my 
arrival from England, and my present ‘Mission. 
hither by sie congress: itself, are inetanees: incon- 
ceulbiited A Lie aS 
yam) (ire 4 2 ne & 3 (ottme + 

ie. P Paik was prvoately rébeined sch every 
demonstration of regard and. respect by the mi- 
nister for foreign: affairs, Mons. le Comte de Ver- 
gennes ; ; who assured. him and the other American 
commissioners, that they should personally enjoy 
in France, “toute la sureté et tous les wid Geta que 
nous y faisons éprowter: aue étrangers.” eye 

A-conviction :of the advantages to: ies desuda 

from-a commercial intercourse with America, and 
a desire of weakening the British empire by dis- 
membering, it, induced the French court. secretly 
to give assistance in military stores to the Ame- 
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ricaris, and to listen to pr ‘oposals of an “alliance. 
But. they at first showed rather a reluctance: to the 
, latter measure, which, however, by L Dr.. Franklin’s 
address, aided by: a ‘subsequent 1 ‘important: success 
attending the American ipsa was eventu tally over- 
come. i i A DUB. BS | Sort 


-Eauly in ‘Faniuary, ‘Wit. Dr. Frat i 


I in ‘went to 
Versailles with. his colleagues,!. and, 3 ‘acvordings to 
their instructions from. congress, ‘comithitiniéated to 
the Count de Vergennes, minister for foreign affairs, 
certain proposals i in writing, to induce the ‘govern- 
ment of France to take'a decide d part. in favor of 
the United States, and send a> certain. number of 
ships of the line and frigates sto” act. against the 
British on the coast of America. Butiineyenawer 
was then obtained to these’ proposals; that govern- 
ment not being then pr epared to interfere iebibetinin 
regard to the existing dispute. France had, indeed, 
suffered so much in the preceding war with Great 
Britain, that. there. probably was no Frenchman 
who did not wish (for a diminution of the’ power 
and resources of this nation; and. there. were but 
few who did not perceive that this reduction would 
ina considerable degree: be effected by ‘a prolong- 
ation of the subsisting contest with America, in 
whatever way. it might ultimately terminate ; and 
therefore, though the French government’ did’ not 
think it prudent to risk the consequences of a war 
with Great Britain, until the colonies, ‘or United 
States of America, should have sufficiently man} 
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ty 


fested both their, ability and determination. to BES 


vere in contending eflicaciously for their in ind ie pen- 
dence, it was convinced of. the a 
posing the latter to, the necessity. of submittin woes 

: end 


Great Bn itain, by any. want 0 of. arms, &e, ‘tod 
themselves, and protract their era “Tt had 


therefore, previous. to Dr. F Pr anklin s arr yal at ‘the 
solicitation, of Mr. Deane, , determined ‘secretly 1 to 


f 


afford, a, considerable supply of artillery, arms, ane 
anilitary, stores, to the American congress 5 and fi 
_this_ purpose. the celebrated. Caron d de Wort 


ann aor anep laa as an, ostensible agent Jin, this 


— fs te Aransactions, he established lL ‘a com- 
mercial. house at Paris, under. the. firm ¢ of, Rode- 
rigue Hortalez. and. Co... And though. he. was in 
fact secretly supplied with, such. articles as could 
be spared from the. arsenals of France, and with 
money to, purchase the. others by, the F rench, go- 
vernment, he required an d ‘obtained. ‘fr om. Mr. 
Deane, a stipulation, that, congress should , deliver 
to his agents, tobacco, and other ‘American _pro- 
ductions, to the amou at of the articles supplied 5 ; 
after, which these. articles . were, shipped. for Ame- 
rica,, dt, different times. and in different vessels ; : 
one of these was the Amphitrite, a large ship, from 
which were dnade in, New Hampshire, t the cartil- 
lery, arms, &e,, mployed i in the, capture | of General 
_ Burgoyne’s, a m But, previously 1 to that event, 
the British troops had, obtained. important adv ans 


Pr 
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tages in, other parts)\of Atmerica}, and inicetise- 
‘quence thereof, Lord: Stormont: hads¢omplainedsto 
‘the, French. court in, such-energeétie: and! menacing 
terms, of: ‘the; assistance! afforded: ‘by: Ftatice to: the | 
American; congress, that: ane inant ann 
with Great Britain was | apprehendedsrand! an 
order was therefore-(secretly disphtchiddslypisMe: fits 
Sartine, then minister of the marine department, to 
tecal the, B rent slieraton éopethin se ks eseenvel 


erepnilent Mr. je Hodse, van cael one seravelitalt, 

who had equipped. and) sent, ont. ‘from Dunkirk 
the privateer by which a. British: packet going from. 
Dover ;to Ostend, . as. -wellas other. British vessels, 


had been. ‘captured, was sent) to the: Bastile;and. 
the master. of, the Aimphitrite,. (which had recently 
returned to. France after landing her cargo! of ‘ar-/ 
tillery,) &e. in America, -as-just mentioned,)/was 
also committed. to prison,,,<ndeed: matters soon 
became so serious, that -M. de. Beaumarchais; 
though he had, donenothing without the authority. 
of his government, fally expected: that a severe 
punishment would be, inflicted on. him,.as/a means. 
of convincing Lord ‘Stormont. that. thé supplies 
sent to América had been furnished without: the 
privity, or at least the sanction,, of »the’ French 
government. He came to Passy early in Decem- 
ber, and. complained. in strong. terms of-the ‘treat 
ment which he was about to suffer, sain “On 
me. coupe la gorge. comme jd un agneau,” &e. - But 
¢ 


PART IV. BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 57 


while ‘he! was* doing’ this, Mr: Austin}°who “had 
been dispatched’ by’ the government” “of Massa- 
chusetts “Bay, with an: ‘account of ‘the "surrendér 
of General Burgoyne’and his whole army; arrived 


pong pland this news’ being made known, M. 
e Beaumarchais immediately discdrded'his fears, 


bo réturned to’ Paris in’ the°highest’ ‘spirits, and 


with such ‘haste, ‘that the cabriolet\'ift which "he 
rode was overset, and one of ‘his’ artis’ nee 
Crthdiway ei ap otonsnoel jedi bork. ut raga 

The ‘American commissioners began piibaeely to 
grant letters of marque to a number’of 'French- 


American® privateers, whieh | harassed’ the’ English 


coasting tradé; intercepted a great number of British 
merchant vessels, and took many prisotiers. ~ Lord 
‘Stormont, his Britannic! Majesty’s ambassador at 
Versailles;'*when applied to by the American com 


missioners’relative to an exchange: ‘of those prison- 
ers; ; haughtily and unfeelingly gave’ ‘them for an- 


swer! that he received no ‘letter’ from rebels, un- 


less they were to petition” his” Majesty's pardon! 1? 


or words to that effect. v His lordship: presented | 


several taemorials ‘to’ the French minister, ‘com- 
plaining ofthe: equipmenit of Aimerican Vessels i in 


the'ports of France,’ ‘bringing i in Of their} prizes, &e. 
and of’ the assistance’ France was ‘undérhandedly 


affording the insiirgents; demanding at the same 


e 


s . pe BAO i steed oa ryyert @ ope) 2D eee a hasay ih Chea oy Rh % 
time a categorical answerrespecting’ such conduct. | 


‘On this! occasion Count Dé Vergennes ‘affected 
> ck oh DT be ‘ at 2657) oa Sek TA ONE \ ok 4 » 
to remonstrate with the seni” commissioners, 
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and on the 16th July, 1777,,.wrote,to them, that 
they had exceeded. the bounds limited at their first 
interview with him, which were expressly, ‘Que 
la navigation et. commerce Américans éprouveroient. 
toutes les facilités en France, qui seroient compatibles 
avec Tewvacte observance de. ses traités avec  Angle- 
terre, quil étoit dans les principes du) Roi.de remplir — 

webicicuatonint ohiinh »t0 bed. O}earstieinganion 
‘This remonstrance. ial shied im some measure 

~ie been influenced by the: very unfavorable,ae- 

counts latterly received. from America,: and which 
bore a.most unpromising aspect. for, the success,of 
the American cause,’ In England it, was generally 
thought, even by the friends of America, that jher 
struggle for independence was at an end, and that 
nothing was left, for, her, but. unconditional \sub- 
mission. Dr. Fothergill, a particular friend of Dr. 
Franklin, and a well-wisher to America, ina let- 
ter to his nephew,,, Mr. John Chorley, .. dated June, 
1777, written with the view to. its being, commu- 
-nicated to. Dr. Franklin, senate it. wiircncniedd 

_ wwas,) thus expresses himself:,. 64» yaw 
“Should thy friend think ‘onpas sii go to ens, 
he may say to Dr, Franklin, that if he, has, ene- 
mies in this country, he, has also, friends; and 
must not forget these, because the former are ig- 
norant and malicious, yet all-powerful. He will 
doubtless inform the Doctor, that there remains 
not a doubt.on. this side the water, that American 


-yesistance is all at: an.end— -that the: shadow of con- 
- | 
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gressional authority scarce exists—that a general 
defection ‘from that body is apparent—that their 
troops. desert by’ shoals—that. the officers are dis- 
contented—that no new levies can be made—that 
sting ies withstand ; thes ne forces, and oe 


sinien nee iin tek is at an rh an that 
nothing remains to be done, but to divide the coun- 
try among ‘the conquerors. This is the general lan- 
guage ; ‘and. that neither France nor Spain will 
afford them any other than a kind of paralytic aid; 
enough’ to énable them to peel a few MORES 
longer a miserable existence !”.. 8 | 
» In the midst: of this. eicaca sideman state of 
affairs in America; the news-of the surrender of the 
British army commanded by General Burgoyne, to 
that of the Americans under General Gates, at Sa- 
vatoga, on the 17th October, 1777, arrived in 
France; and at the very moment when the French 
cabinet was as yet undecided in regard to the steps. 
to be adopted relative to the United States. This 
memorable event immediately turned the scale, and 
fixed the French pation im y ee ae maaeni to ag 
infantrepublie, } 4). Oasis dO, ae 
The news of the defeat ane laden oict of this Bre 
jish general and: his whole army, was received in 
France with as great demonstrations of joy, as if 
it had been a victory gained by their own arms. 
Dr. Franklin took advantage of this’cireumstance, 
and suggested to the French ministry, “that there _ 
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was 1 ‘not a, moment to be lost, if they wished to 
secure the friendship of / America, and detach, her 
entirely from the mother-country.” ; Urged by | these 
considerations, and fearful lest an accommodation | 
might take place] between Great Britain and her 
colonies, 1 the ; court of “France instantly determined 
to declare its ‘intentions, and accordingly, on the 
6th December, 1777, Mons s. Gerard,. fF secretary to 
the council. of ‘state, “repaired to the | hotel of the 
American. commissioners, and informed them, ' by 
order of the King,’ t ite that: after: a long ; and mature 
deliberation upon their propositions, his Majesty 
had resolved to recognise the independence of, and. 
to enter into a treaty of commerce and. alliance 
with, the United States of America; and that he 
would not only acknowledge their indepei idence, 
but actually support it with all the means in his. 

power: that. perhaps he was about to. engage, him- 
self in ‘an expensive war upon their account, but 
that he did not. expect to be reimbursed by them: 
in ‘fine; the’ Americans were not to think that he 
had entered into this resolution solely) with a view. 
of serving them, since, independently « of his ‘real 
attachment to them and. their cause, Jit was eve 
dently 1 the interest of France to diminish the posien 
of England, by severing her colonies from her.” 
: In consequence of this “amicable ‘and frank de- 
claration, treaties were soon after entered upon with 
Mons. Gerard, who on the 30th of J anuary, 1778, 


had received . two. distitiot commissions from. the 
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King ‘for ; that purpose, “And on the 6th day | of 
February following, a treaty of. amity: and. .com- 
merce, and. Fhcthet of alliance eventual and. defen- 
give, between his: most Christian’ Majesty and the 
thirteen United States of North America, were con- 
cluded and signed at Paris by the alsin ae 
potenttiaries. won 

This forms ‘a memorable moni in the politieal 
life of Dr. Franklin, as well as in the annals of the 
United States, because it was in a great measure 
owing to’ ‘the -aid_ derived from this powerfal. alli- 
ance, that the ‘American colonies were enabled to 
resist the mother-country, and eventaally to estab- 
lish their independence. | 

Tt was mutually agreed that these treaties should 
be kept secret till the ratifications were ‘exchanged ; 
but some time after, accounts having been received. 
of the intention of the English ministry to send 
Lord Carlisle, Mr. Eden, and Governor John- 
stone, as additional commissioners hi America, to 
land and : sea forces there, with full j powers to treat, | 
settle, and : agree on terms, even with congress, but 
subject to the confirmation of parliament ; the 
French government, with’ the view to counteract 
any favorable result to Great Britain from this pro- 
ject, immediately instructed their ambassador at 
St. Jaines’s (the Marquis de Noailles) to communi- 
cate officially to the English government, that the 
above*tientioned treaties had been concluded and 
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signed. ' On’ this, the British cabinet instantly: dis- 
patched instructions to Lord Stormont, to withdraw* 
from the court of France, without taking leave; and 
this having been intimated to the’ Avra de 
Noailles, ‘he left England about the same'time. — 
“Et had been expected that the notification made’ 
by the French ambassador at London, of the sig- 
nature of two treaties, between France’ atid: the’ 
United States, would have discouraged the Bri- 
tish government from sending commissioners ‘to 
America; but this did not happen; their mission’ 
however was of no avail; notwithstanding every 
art and deception was made use of by them to 
effect this purpose. Governor Johnstone in par- 
ticular had publicly asserted, that Dr. Franklin had 
approved of the propositions the British commissionery 
had carried over with them. This was an absolute 
falsehood, of which Dr. Franklin, as ‘soon as ap- 
prised of it, expressed his indignation to the presi- 
dent of the state of Pennsylvania, in his letter dated 
Passy, March 19, 1780." LA . 
As there was now no longer any reason to vwlabiae 
the public and formal presentation of the American 
_ plenipotentiaries to the King, an early day was 
fixed for that purpose, when Dr. Franklin with his 
colleagues, (attended by a considerable number of 
Americans who were eal in cia went to. Ver- 


* See PRIVATE ConnssHonveNen, ‘Ato. ih 215,800. sve 
i, p. LBS ef ni 
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sailles, andwere, presented by Count: de _Ver- 
gennies to.the ‘King, who received, them, graci aciouslys 
they. were. afterwards presented, to. the Queen,, to 
his present Majesty, Louis. XVIIL, then Count 
de Provence, . and-to/ all the members of. the 
royal,family. then, at, Versailles.’ -. They, were after- 
wards intreduced.to)the Count de. Maurepas,. first 
minister, &c. Sees And) these. introductions being 
over, Dr. Franklin. and. his. colleagues, with: Dr. 
Bancroft, .and the editor.of these Memoirs, dined 
with the Count de Vergennes, and in the evening 
went. by “particular invitation to “le Jeu de la 
Reine,” where they found the royal family seated 
at play, round a large table—a considerable heap 
of louis-dors lay before each of the players, and 
from the number of these; which from time to time 
were shovelled by the losers to the winners, the 
gaming appeared to be high. On this occasion Dr. 
Franklin was honored by the particular notice of. 
the Queen, who. courteously desired him to stand. 
near to her, and as often as the game did not re- 

uire dima immediate afantion, she took occasion 


‘The rea- 
son, set jor this Ar Poe | which ap- 


—* The Count D’Artois was absent-—A duel having recently 
taken place between his Royal Highness and the Duke de 
Bourbon, they had both been exiled for a short time from court. 
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pears.to have ‘best, the. true one, _mashisdinging 
imprudentlyjexceeded. his. powers and. instructions, 
by,making engagements, with, M.. Laedeaihed 
very. distinguished engineer, and with many other 
French officers, |of such anature that, the He chan 
were unable. to, fulfil.them and, Fheneforg thought 

it necessary, in their own justification, to.mar 
insthis way their. disapprobation of that, part, of his 
conduct.’ Hil Pn Nehy RAE NSS fP SnPHEY 


= - 


waarpe nae ssh of Biaseeplindls ; Literary, and Political 
Anecdotes, . &¢. ) Printed for houses & Co. in 17 797, contains 
an account of Dr. Franklin: s life, in on at t p. «337, is ON 
lowing statement, viz. “eM. SAA Ball AAD Haceeael who 
Was Secretary’ to thé ‘Ametican Embassy at Paris, were h ised 
‘of gambling: ‘inothe ‘English funds.) Bancroft was ‘dismissed, 
en though Franklin interposed in behalf,of. Deane, and.made 
himself some.e ene hemies by it i in fFPUFIGE 3 Hef, he, could not prevent 
Ane ji helng res recalled. St Truth 1 Ampe els the Editor here to Say, 


itis 
that this Beir; Se is is groundiess—that Deane could not ‘have be iO 


Pecan in consequence of ‘the charge here Hehtionéd, ihesic, 
“having been thade, ‘much léss ‘acted upon ‘by: congress; “and his 
“yecal, from! the motives already mentioned, was go : sudden, and 
‘unexpected, that it would have been impossible for Dr. Franklin 
to interfere, | had he been desirous of of “doing ig, soseand in regard to . 
Dr. Bancrof vs he did not hold any appointment from congress, and 
the Editor, with, Wacitenene asserts he was ; never 'WomintddAbin 
“any, by that“or bi othet body, ‘or authority. Equally groundless 
off tia ackdad a apahe same'volume; of Di: Franklin's having sént 
» Mr Thornton to London tomegotiate an exchange: of prisoners 
itor North SREP PRA AD: PP Dh Oe ite ® 


, Hot as, is pretended merican Gentleman,” nor. was 
ever paces i by] Dr. epee n for any pur pose haere AG 


x 
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with“ ME fefard; Who ‘Was ‘ap pointed to Pesidein 
ene trite BBA e7a¥ Ronitulch eh ipotentiary fiom 
his(ffOMtChiistian Majésty.! "They both embarked 
bt’ Pouldit" on Board: the°La mAabasode 100° giitig, 
which Canied the Has of Count @Estainey but this 
ASAD AB° piivatelyy “that thie Counts “destination 
rss £ Hot bes ROW AL GWO STS Ai) riekasen, b 
alg ostitities How CorimehCee between \Gteat Bri- 
ake dé Prada? ant! thé Amétican commissioners 
ple nipotentiary “were~immediately~ presented” at? 
edurt’ in’ their r ‘public ‘character, “with the “accus- 
tomed forms, and \ were ‘very | graciously received by 
the king and ‘all the royal family. — | 
AF rench Mah anne M. Hilliard D’Auberteuif, 
thus notices Dr. F ranklin’s first ween at oa 
eoirbof Versailles: er Naren togel taitl dyes be 
“Dr. Franklin at length had an interview i 
‘ his most ‘Christian: Majesty : he was presented | to 
him i in the gallery of Versailles, by the Count de 
Vergennes, minister for foreign affairs. On this 
occasion ‘hewas"accompanied and followed by 
© ‘great’ number’ of Americans, ‘and ‘individuals ‘of 
| foreign s states, who. weré CO sllected' together by cus 
riosity..,. His. age, his. -yenerable ‘appearance, the 
simplicity.of <his dress. on. such. an. occasion, every 
thing thatowas éithersingular. or: respectable in: the 
‘Tife’ot this Ameéti¢an;"eontributed to’augment the 
public att en nti id “Chipping’orh ‘hands; an dea variety 
of ‘other. demonstrations of “joy, “aot néed that 
VOL. II. iF 
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warmth of affection, of which the French are more. 
susceptible than any other people, and. of which) 
their, politeness, and civility anennanls the charm. to... 
him, whoa. As, the object. of it... ote “KT haw Lore 
‘“ His majesty addressed inns as ee te realy 
« « You may assure the United. States of America | 
oe my friendship ;, I beg leave also to observe, that. 
I am exceedingly satisfied. in. particular, with your. 
own conducty. during your residence fi my: king- 
dom.’ When the new ambassador, after this audi- » 
ence, crossed the court, in order to, repair tothe 
office of the minister of foreign affairs, the multitude. 
waited for him in the passage,) and hailed him. with : 
their acclamations.” . 
* Dr. Franklin was: dnddabtedhy the fittest perecin 
_ that could have been found for rendering essential 
services to the United. States at the court of France. » 
He was well known, as, a, philosopher throughout 
all Europe,, and. his . character was ‘held in. the . 
highest. estimation, In F rance he, was. received... 
with the. greatest, marks of, respect by. all the lite- - 
rary characters ; ; and this was extended amongst ’ 
all classes. of men, and particularly at the court... 
His personal. influence was hence. very consider-,. 
able, To the. effects, of this, were added those, of .. 
various writings. which he. published, tending, to. . 
establish. the credit and character. of, the, United 
States ;_ and to:his exertions in, this ;way.may, in no... 
‘small degree be eh sie one eiduaeical 
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obtained frot” the’ ‘French’ government; but’ also 
the loans ‘negotiated in “Holland, Which ‘ereatly” 
contributed td bring the war to’ a favorable conclu- 
sion, and sea astablishinest bem American treaty 
dence. | allot e i hameneh a8, (aetna thy? 

6 During si height Of these transActions at the 
court of France; Dr: Franklin had received’ from 
coneress thei? conimission to” negotiate a treaty of 
friefidship and commerce with the court of Spain: 
On this océasion’ hé waited on Count d’Aranda, — 
the'Spanish ambassador at Paris, and left with him — 
a copy of his commission ; and some ord after ait: 

dressed to him the following letter. chose 


PFth 


To. His Bxorineies THE) Coun DiARANDA;! 


LATIRR 1B 6 &e. 
Peete isch Rea aphi' 7 sabba 


coltnlintbated; if you seat to Pout court, a 1 aa 
cate! of the commission from the congress, ap- | 
pointing me to go to Spain as their minister pleni- 
potentiaty. ‘But as I understand that the receiving 

sucha’ minister is | ‘not’ ‘at present thought conve- 
nient;“and T am sure the congress would have 
nothing do ne that might’ incommode i in the least a” 
edit eshby a much’ ipent I shall therefore post- 
pone’ that? je ourney till’ circumstances | may make it 
mdeSuitable.° “In ‘thé ‘mean’ time, q beg leave to: 
lay before his Catholic Majesty, through the hands. 


of your excellency, the propositions contained in a 
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resolution: of sg 8 dated sit iti 30,- prong 
Viz: : OMT GeO Oe BHobo¢ bf YORE 
“That ifthis Catholic Majesty will join with! the 
United States in a war against Great Britain, they 
will dssist if! ‘reducing to the’ ‘possession’ of Spain 
thé town and harbor: of Pansacola ; ‘provided the - 
inhabitants of the United States shall have the free 
navigation of the Mississippi, and the use of the har- 
bor of Pensacola; and will, (provided it shall be 
true that his Portuguese Majesty has ‘insultingly 
expelled the vessels of these states from his ports, 
or has confiscated ‘any such vessels,) declare war 
against the ‘said king, if that measure shall’ be 
‘agreeable to, “and” supported eae the: courts of 
France and'Spaine”?)) G00 APRS 
It is understood that the’strictest union subsists 
between these two’ courts 5 ‘and in case Spain'and 
‘France should think ‘fit to attempt the conquest of 
the English sugar islands, the congress’ have fur- 
ther proposed. to furnish provisions to the amount 
‘of two millions of dollars, and to join the fleet ém- 
ployed on the occasion, with six frigates of not less 
‘thant 24 guns each,’ maniied and fitted | for service ; 
‘and to render any other aysistance' which may bein 
their power, as becomes good allies; withotit'de- 
siring for themselves the possesion, of te of the 
home islands. ip 
‘These pr opo s Sitiotis are’ ‘subject. to disbicksion, dina 
‘to ‘receive such r hi ihodi fication” as may * ‘bé' found 
“proper. PUES EY NS, Mm 39:95. 28 coisa ibs 
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With great respect, I have the honor tobe your 
Excellency’s most obedient and most humble ser- 
sap Ate cio iiiw vizase! in B- AIEEE 
«ieThis. pbgofiatinn, was not Sonia fcanhiees i ip 
time,.and, subsequently: Mr. Jay) was:sent. by, con- 
gress as their special minister to the court of S spain; 
where ‘his..patience. and_ ability ,»were. equally. dis- 
played. to)his own credit; and the interest. of. his 
ele which he ever had at. heart. 4M 

We eset now rey ak to some. les importante cir- 
cpieaniteitcny that occurred about, this time, and 
which were’ omitted, in the precise order of their 
dates, to avoid interrupting aii of ner 
tions of greater moment... , ie 

. An incident, though pete of itsele 4 milly as re- 
btietg to a great personage, and as, connected. with 
Dy. Franklin’s memoirs, ought not to be omitted, 
At the time of the visit to Paris. of: the Emperor 
J loseph: IL. brother to. the queen. of France, (then 
travelling under the title of Count de Falkenstein,) 
.Dr.Franklin received. the following note from the 
-enyoy-of the: Grand. Dake: of. Tuscany resident at 
jared ie Boi Hoes 'Bonias 


ant to Vrre 16 OK: 


sid fg on ié een Franklin. 


bane ivoredsAbbe Niccoli. ‘Pre. Monsieur Franklin de 
li faire) ‘honneur. de. venir déjeuner chez lui Mer- | 
credi matin, 28 ‘de’ ce mois, a 9 heures. i Jui 
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donnera une bonne’tasse dé chocolat. Il Vassure 
dessant bea pea 


vy Du petit; Luvembourg, Lund, 26 Mai, 1777. 


To this note, found among Dr. Franklin’sipa- 
“pers, is ddded ‘the’ following memorandum in his — 
: pati Wr 39, $06 2 (eco Jud) ao . to. beri. 
“SO The above is from the Abbé Niécoli, minister 
of the Grand Duke of. Tuscany. The intention of it 
“was, to give the! enniperor an opportunity ‘of an in- 
‘terview with ‘me, that’ should ‘appear ‘accidental. 
’ Monsieur Turgot ’ andthe Abbé were there: tobe 
present, arid by their knowledge of what passed, 
io prevent or ‘contradict false’ reports. ‘The .em- 
“peror did not’ ‘appear, and the Abbé Niccoli since 
‘tells ‘me, ‘that the ‘umber’ of other persons who 
‘visited him’ ‘that morning, of which the emperor 
was informed; | ‘prevented: his coming ; that rat 
12, understanding i ‘were eeu bel came ; 
, byte pehid' gone ‘ilso.” 30, 10 DLS N6b Oal) beets 


Ad 


“The cause of Aberin busing every Jainiel in 
hen and the ‘nuniber | ‘of ‘officers out of employ 
being ‘so’ ‘considerable, “Dr. Franklin ' was: ex- 
‘tremely harassed by the numerous ‘applications for 
‘service in the armies of the United States.c: The 
‘following: letter to a friend i is So fully and strongly 
lastiitive of his sentiments and’ feelings’: on this 
subject, and in’ other ie reaps so yy sarge ee that 


Fat 


we here insert ftir", Ta-aao “9g. GF ehlige: poties 


j 
WAR eh F% 
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STAaG 4 hs ato ood: OTS Re RS PR rT a SE aE ELKO L? 
4 - 


Pes bot AO« VE ALO Be, 


assy, ———— 

TiE POL Reo My death ae \that'l aii not 
| capable; of isefueing, von. any thing, in: iy, pawer, 
4 which, would. bea real, kindness jto, you, or any 
friend of yours; but when I am fests that what 
you request would be directly the contrary, I ought 

to, refuse.it... I know. that officers. going | to -Ame- 
rica for employment will probably be disappointed ; 
that, our armies are full; that there are a number of 
expectants unemployed, and. starving, for want,of 
subsistence; | that, my. recommendation will . not 
make’ vacancies, nor can it fill them,, to, the, preju- 
dice of, those who. have.a better, claim ; that, some 
. of those officers Ihave, been, prevailed on to recom- 
mend have, by their conduct, given no. favorable 
“impression of my judgment in. military merit 3 and 
then, the voyage is Bey the Panes Very, expen- 
by the Enelish, very ronederable. Tf after all, no 
place can be found affording a livelihood for the gen- 
. tleman:i in.question, he will perhaps be; distressed i ina 
strange country, and ready) to. blaspheme his. friends 
» who, by; their. solicitations, procured. for, him, sO 
»anhappy asituation... Permit me.to. mention to.you, 
, that;in my opmion, the.,natural complaisance. of 
» this:country. often, carries. people too far inthe. arti- 
cle of recommendations... Y ow, give \them, with. too 
much facility to persons of whose,real characters 


a 
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7 ue 


you know nothing, and sometimes at the. _ Fequest 


OUR Te FoF Srey ear 


of ot! ers of of whom you know as little. "Frequently, 


he bee Ft WIC iE} 


‘if'a'man has no useful talents, is 5 good fi for nothing, | 


and’ burthensome. to, his relations, ¢ or is indiscreet, 
a ad f* yy > 5 

profligate and exifavagant, , they ai are glad to get rid 

of him by sending | him to the other end of th e world; 


fernrow Vit OF 310 BOOTLE 


and for’ that purpose -scruple not to recommen 
iim to those they wishy should recommend hi m,to 
others, as “un bon sujet —plein de mérile, , &e. &e 
In consequence of my crediting such recommenda- 
tions, my own are out of credit, and I cannot, ad: 
vise any body. to have the least dependances on, 
them. If, after knowing this, you. persist, in de- 
siring my recommendation for this person, who i 1s 
known neither to me nor to YoU, I will, give, it,” ¥ 
though, as J said before, 1 ought to, rel fas e, Ab aipa ilies 
tal 


iS oa tesa Sten 
* For cases of this kind, and ticles it was absolutely impossi-, 
ble to refuse, Dr. Franklin drew up ‘the following asa model for 
such letters ‘of ‘recommendation, and actually employed it in’ 
some instances, to»shame/ the’ persons making such indisereet 
applications ;, and/to endeavor, in some measure, to put'a stop ! 


to them. ‘ Ve ene ree trie te HPS & 


& 


eee tert en we 


Model of a Letter of Recommendation of. a person you ane 
MTOR, one J Ne eae | Wane : 


Toh Vo amin OF voy t 31971 


sca “Paris, ‘Apr it 2, 777... 
The bearer of this, ‘who i is going ‘to America, presses. 
me'to give him — a letter ohn recommendation, though know no-. 
thing of him, not even ‘his name. This may seem extraordinary, { 


but T assure you it is not uncommon here, | Sometimes, HB detttit 
one. naa Wa person ‘brings. another “equally, unknown, | to, re=,. 


¢ 
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“These | applications. are my ‘perpetual torment. 
People will believe (notwithstanding my, repeated 
declarations to the contrary) that I am sent hither 
to engage officers. —In tr ruth I never had any, such 
orders.” HN Was never so mach : as ‘intimated to me 
that it would be agreeable to. my. constituents. KT 
have ¢ ev ven received for what, Ay have ae of the 
pretty strong hints of disapprobation.. N ot : a . day 
passes in Which | 1 have not a number of soliciting 
visits, besides letters. If I could evatify all, or any 
of them, it would be a ‘pleasure. I might indeed 
give them the recommendation and the promises 
they desire, and thereby please them for the pre- 
sent; but when the certain disappointment | of the 
expectations With which ‘they will so obstinately 
flatter themselves shall ¢ arrive, they must curse me. 
for Complying with their mad requests, and not 
undeceiving them ; and will become so. many ene- 
mies to our cause and. country. You can have no 
conception how I am harassed. All’ my friends 
are sought out and teazed to teazeme. Great offi- 


xt sy LIDPEINNAVISIE [OH TS bb Sek. 
commend ee nd Tarn a thas ee itnead one Paundiert 
As to this gentleman, I must refer you to himself for his cha- 
racter and merits, with which he is certainly. better acquainted 
than I can possibly. be : ih recommend him however to. those 
civilities which every eee of whom one knows no harm, 
hi asa’ right! to; and T request you will do. him all the good , 
offices; And at all the favor that, on farther: racquaintanee,, . 


2° 


you shall find’ ‘him to ¢ deserve. I have the honor i be, &c. 


if 


*.* 


iy “MeMOIRS oR’ "| BARE TV. 


cers of all ranks, in all departments ';) ladies, breat 
and sinall , besides’ professed solicitors, worry’ me 
from twornitie’to night.” The'noise of every coath — 
now that enters my court terrifies me.’ I am afraid - 
to accept an invitation ‘to ‘dine’ abroad; » being “al- 
iMost sure of inéeting ‘With some’ officer oF officer's — 
friend, who, as'soon a8'I am put in good humor by 
a glass or ‘two of champaigne, Hesinld his attack 
_ upon me. ~ Luckily 1 do ‘not ‘often in my ‘sleep 
‘dream of these vexatious ‘situations, or T should be 
‘afraid of what’are ‘now my only hours of comfort. 
If, therefore, you have the Jeast'remaining kind- 
ness for mé, if you would: not help to drive me out 
of France, for God’s : sake, ‘my dear 1 friend, let this 
ar twenty-third AppTeae RD be’ yc a t last. Yours, 

‘The ike wiAy letter, On the same subject, was 
addressed by Dr. ‘Franklin’ to an impertinent and 
unknown Applicant Sand contains § some Whiolesonte , 
“advice in in: a a tart and pithy Mai Shin 

UST OV 8.2 3 SQ% WO ONG > ALR a die 
ve roe stg Prey near p Paris, Yeates 6, A777. 
5 | Sik, ayeuls teiedge Roe od} to .er9emel 9: 


7 Gate. 


mt hee the’ et a hit eid dpi 
yourself” ‘as’ astonished, and’ appear’ ‘to be angry 
that you have no answer to ‘a letter you wrote me 
‘on the 11th Gf Decent Fr, Which voit ‘aré sure Was 


Reyes ‘ef 


“deliveted t6 ie. - STOVE, aN 13 20 ¥ 51 heh WY HO 
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In exculpation,of myself, I assure you that I 
“never. received, any. letter:from you of that. date. 
And. indeed, being then but, four, days landed, at 
- Nantes, 1 think you could. scarce, have — 
soon of my being in Europe........, 

«But I received one from you of the th ‘of he anu- 
ary, which I own 1 did. not. answer. It may. dis- 
please, you, if. I give you the reason ; but as it may 
be of use to youwim your, future correspondences, I 
will, hazard that for a gentleman to whom I feel 
myself, obliged, vas an American,, on account of his 
good-will to our,cause,,, .. 5. ‘ 


i #4 


ae 


_ Whoever writes to. a stranger Baie hl 
, man ports ee ‘That what he proposes be practi- 
| a is, propositions. should be made in 
explicit terms, so as to be easily understood.. 3. 
What he desires should be in itself reasonable. 
Hereby he will givea favorable impression of. his 
understanding, and create a_ desire of further ac- 
quaintance. Now it happened that you were negli- 
gent in all these points: for, first, .you desired to 
have means procured for you of taking a voyage 
_ to, America “ avec sureté ;” which is not possible, 
as the misebeers of the sea subsist always, and at 
present there is the additional danger of being taken 
" cm the English, Then. you desire. that this may 
be,“ sans trop.g grandes dépenses,” which is not intel- 
sligible enough, tol be answered, because, mot know- 
_ing ,your. ability of bearing. expenses, | one. cannot 
judge what may be trop grandes. Lastly, you. de- 
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sire letters. of address. to thecongress and to. Ge- 
neral. Washington,;: which itis, not reasonable to 
ask, of ,one, who knows no more of you than,that 
your name is Liru, and that you live at BAYREUTH. 
In your, last you, also, express yourself.in,vague 
eens sepctiy oti dygien toslsesinfeamedorhedbertion 
may expect. “.dicére regu d'une maniere, convenable’ 
in-our troops? s, As.it is ‘impossible, to: ; nowwhat 
your, ideas.are. of. the; manicre,convenable,, how. can 
oné answer, this ? And). then, you. demand, . whe- 
ther I will support, you, by. my authority in giving 
you letters.of recommendation ?> 1 doubt not, your 
being .a many of, merit ;, and. knowing: it; yourself, 
youmay: forget. that. it 1s, not, known to every, body: 
but, reflect .a moment,,, SIr,, and. you.will, be..con- 
yinced, that if L_were to practise. giving letters, of re- 
commendation. to. persons of whose, character. I 
knew. no.more than I do. of yours, my recommend- 
ations would soon.be,of,no. authority ah plan picis iene 
peri thank. you, however,:,for, your. kind. desire of 
being: serviceable to my countrymen; and J wish — 
in; return that I could be. of service to, you. in the 
scheme you have formed of going . to America. 
But numbers. .of. expenenced | officers here] have. of- 
fered.,to, go-over and join our, army, and. I. could 
give them no, encouragement, because, I haye. no 
orders. for, that. purpose,. and I know, it extremely 
difficult. to. place them when, they, ATTATS , there, sik 


ff i 


not to make so Jong, So > expensive, an and SO » hazard- 
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ous a voyaze; but'to’take the advice of your friends; 
and“ oi ‘in Franconia.” sig the honor to’be; 
PR RIE NT BON AO. 91018 2 OAL OBR IPAOR Nes 
MPISA PAG de oN th DOY 6a “tc Tie omen HOY, 
Before ‘we’ ‘return’ to ’ political ‘occurrences, as — 
connected ‘with ‘the! memoirs ‘of ‘Dr.’ Franklin, we 
have to notice’an attempt that was*made'in'1777; 
to detract, if not to annul, the great discovery of the 
‘Ametican’philosopher, for the protection of build- 
ings and ships from the effects of | lightning. Mr: | 
B. Wilson; F.R.S.,; who had formerly, ata meet- 
‘ing of ‘the Royal Society, protested unsuccessfully 
against the potted conductors of’ Franklin, now 
endeavored, ‘by certain experiments, publicly’ exhi- 
bited at the Pantheon, to prove the superior advan- 
tage of knobs’ to points, or the greater safety to be 
derived from’ blunt to sharp lightning conductors. 
Thesé experiments, it is said, were ‘much’ counte- 
nanced by the king, who attended: them; with some 
of the royal family; but their fallacy was'soon dis- 
covered, as appears by the following article on 
the subject, im the London’ Evening’ Post of the 
16th Sept. 1777. Oe. Av PIRTIOL. DERG. LOY 6 MSDS: 
~ Monday, ‘Mr. B. SWilsbiPtepedted nie expéti- 
merits ‘at! ‘the: Paiitheon, before’ several: fellows of 
tie Royal Séciety, aiid ‘other persons! “Lord Vis. 
count’ Mahon,” F. R.S! being'p resent, had a ‘great 
disputé’ w ith r. r. Wilson ‘concerning his oo 


HOY 401 R Pe yd “Oe Ji mie 41) ee TO aS 4 ua Pe Reel ad gi! ; 
“52 bNoo Lad 


ne Le Tadd Statihope asi aS FOL. 
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ments, and:showed him that he was wrong!in both — 
 his/assertions:: | first, thats knobs) are: better: than: 
points ;.and secondly, that dow conductors arehetter. 
than’ high ones... His:lordship» proved both:these > 
assertions) t6. be/a/se, and showed also’ that Mr. 
Wilson had entirely mesunderstood, and:had conse+“ 
. quently) -misrepresented: the philosophical opinions: 
of Dr. Franklini oIuord:sMahon repeated several’ 
experiments of his own to ‘provehis (assertions; - 
and by invariably sacceeding in them, at the same 
time thatiithose/ of. Mr::Wilson ‘failed’ repeatedly, © 
his lordship-proved this to demonstration ; and by ” 
so doing gave great satisfaction to the best imform~ © 
~ ed personsipresent: »Mr:\Wilson went to the other — 
‘end of the room, asif to avoid seemg Lord Mahon’s » 
experiments.) ‘He afterwards said ‘that: he had~ 
not changed his opinions, and would publish 
hypothesis ;* upon which Lord Mahon: told “Mr. 
Wilson, ina” most ‘candid’ and: gentleman-like'” 
manner, that he was very sorry to be obliged to differ’ 
im opinion from him, but as the question about. con- 
ductors for ightning was of so great importance ta 
this country, and to society in general, that if. Mr 
Wilson. should publish an erroneous opinion upon 
this*subject; he would’ also es ie ‘himself 10 
the public to refute him in print.” papel), eae ap i 
A few days after, Mr, " Wilson's Ss alleged | ‘ittiprove; 
ment was completely. negatived -by, the discovery. 
and exposure of the delusion attending those ex- 
periments which had. appeared ‘favorable ‘to’ it. 


» 


_ letter .on | the subject, addre 
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This:took: place on the 2d October, when’ several’ 
members of the Royal Society, and other 'gentle-— 
men)conversant: with electricity, »wentto seé these’ 


experiments repeated|;; among these’ were: Mr.- 


Henly: and Mr. Nairne, both fellows’ of) the Royal. 
Society, who pointed out and demonstrated the 
fallacy of ‘the expedients intended to establish: 
Mr. . Wilson’s philosophical » bce ‘at ital 
expense of that of Dr. Franklin. +: peta 
Another member of the Royal caatane fenttl of 
most of the: leamed societies: of Europe,) the inge+ 
nious Dr. Ingenhausz,; who had assisted: at these 
experiments, afterwards) wrote» a very: vehement 
ssed to:a-friend on the 
continent, giving a full account of what he ealled : 
Mrz Wilson’s:“* ‘charlatanerie.}, But the letter is 
too long and violent to:be here inserted) 0.0). « 
‘The writer mentions, that pending these dxpeniy: 
ments, the; pointed hghtning conductors were taken 
i dl biieontie onaw wb? dlbobe wen 


} 
SLOP OPE LEDS ERROR 


hice 


« Since the’ publication of the first edition oF these memoirs, 
the editor has’ been ‘satisfied that there! wag no evidence to. juss 
tify. a:charge of intentional fraud. against Mr. Wilson.—The 
makers of experiments) are, very liable to be deceived by then 
and to flatter themselves with a, belief that they have made. great 
disconerics,, when the e is no solid. foundation for such belief: 
and in these cases § self-love often hinders them from. detecting 
those deceptive peel pa nicinnd ate obvious to. more dis-" " 
interestedepersonsi: basis igh o64, 39 21ueous,s, DOS 

* This jwas (a fact ; and. they lon neyer since. Phen re: séstaes) 
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Theletter concludes with a request that it might 
be communicated to Dr. Franklin, and made ‘pub- 
lic in Franeésnw 6 ))oi 0 yee. 

On the letter Rican liebetishachaieal to. i rth 
lin, and his opinion asked with respect to the pro- 
pnety ae publishing! it in wa he thus ate 
J ae: ; 
Sry ' | Passy, Oct, 14, 4777. 
«Tam much. obliged. by your communica- 
tion of the letter from England. J am of your. 

opinion, that it is not proper for publication. here. 
Our friend’s expressions concerning Mr. Wilson, 
will be thought too angry to be made use of by one 
philosopher when speaking of another, and ona 
philosophical question. He seems as much heated 
about this one point, as the Jansenists and Molinists 
were about the five. “As to my writing any thing on 
the subject, which you seem to desire, I think it 
not necessary, especially as I have nothing to add 
to what I have already said upon it in a paper read 
to the committee,’ who ordered the conductors at 
Purfleet ; which paper is printed in the last French, 
edition of my writings. I have never entered, into 


blished, ‘notwithstanding the condemnation of the aretendee 
improvement by the Royal Society, in their reports in favor of 
pointed conductors, and their being consequently generally em- 
ployed for the ay of the 4 Ged wii ges throughout 
the country. 

. Report on Lightning Conductors for the Powder nee 
zines at Purfleet, drawn up by Dr. Franklin, Aug. 21, 1772. 
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bunder i ying am ent subjects. 
“Yours, se mashing ast #8. Frank IN, 


Bs it i Soranecloibameatanoi, 

“87 , Varios Schemes" wete fallen upon by the 

- English ininistry, privately ‘to’ sound Dr. Franklin 

‘et eapsejuet f peace with America.” The cor- 
Dutt Wi kc aMi LMMAME LL AL) deca Sele es Miah ee 

eer ee  Gireumnst: hel “aed with the then ‘state of 

| h iation, gave Ti8e'to' the following (pointed ) epigram. 

ne ou, rea GEORGE! for safet Hees i Di ioal 

i denis aan dope ‘change for blunt,” tt ae. 
soe e empire’s out of jo joint. Che ty pis rn ena 

a: RANKLIN a wiser cd course pursties ttre acaed widens 
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respondents or agents employed by them on this 
occasion, ‘were principally, Mr. Hutton, William 
Pulteney, and David Hartley, esquires ; the two 
latter members of parliament.. A full account of — 
these attempts, and others that took place at sub- 
sequent periods of the war, with the view to induce 
America to abandon her alliance with France, or 
to treat for peace on terms short of her indepen- 
dence, or of the formal acknowledgment of it by 
Great Britain ; together with all the letters, memo- 
‘rials, and diplomatic documents exhibited on the 
occasion, will be found in Part III. of Private 
CoRRESPONDENCE!! ; 

The alliance with France was ponmdeoal in 
America as a pledge of the safety and liberty of 
the country. ‘The immediate fruit of it was the 
powerful aid sent thither by F rance, in the squa- 
dron of the Count D’ Estaing, consisting of eleven 
ships of the line, six frigates, and considerable land 
forces. . Previous to its departure, Dr. Franklin 
had furnished the French government with a plan 
for surprising the British fleet and army then in 


. * 'This Part has been specially devoted to this subject, and — 
contains a regular and minute account of all the overtures and 
negotiations public and private, in which Dr. Franklin was con- 
cerned, and which finally led to peace with America as an inde- 
pendent state; thus forming a separate and uninterrupted his- 
tory of these interesting and important transactions ; which was. 


thought preferable to interspersing them through these mex 
moirs. 
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the Delaware ; and Count D’Estaing was directed 
to execute this important enterprise. A better 
choice of a commander could not have been made: 

hé united uncommon ardor and intrepidity, great 
military: knowledge, vigilance, and circumspection, — 
a quick decision, and a perfect command of him- 
self in the most trymg moments. ~ | 

The enterprise would in all probability have 
proved successful, had it not been for an un- 
exampled series of bad ii ie and contrary 
winds. seine | 

The Count took his sldestarine from Toulon the 
13th April, 1778. In the Mediterranean he had 
to encounter with such contrary winds, that it was 
not in his power to pass the straits of Gibraltar till 
the 17th May. The calms and light winds that 
afterwards attended him on ‘the ocean, prevented 
the arrival of his fleet at the mouth of the river 
Delaware before the 7th July. In consequence of 
these unforeseen obstacles, the French admiral 
arrived too late, for the English army had evacu- 
ated Philadelphia after their defeat at Monmouth, 
and their fleet was a nding: in ata safety at 
Sandy Hook. 

It is not our province to pursue farther the 
Count’s operations ; ; suffice it, that his presence on 
the American coasts served to establish the new 
alliance, and. cultivate a friendship between the 
two countries at avery critical time; and that he 
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employed his ships in the best manner that circum 
stances would permit. . 

But fleets and armies were not the only supa 
to the American cause, derived from the alliance 
with France, through the influence of Dr. Frank- 
lin. For military stores and large sums of money 
were placed at his disposal by the French govern- 
ment, in consequence of his representations and 
pressing solicitations, These timely succors were 
of infinite use, and greatly assisted the Americans 
in sustaining their Independence. By means of 
the pecuniary advances, which were chiefly gifts, 
Dr. Franklin. was enabled for several years to 
honor bills drawn from. America toa large amount, 
and to pay the interest of a loan the congress had 
effected, on the express stipulation of the interest 
being paid in cash in Europe. He also paid the 
salaries of all the American ministers or agents 
employed in Enrope, and gave considerable assist- 
ance to the American prisoners in England, and to 
those who escaped or were pechanged: to aid. their 
return to the United States. | 

In June, 1778, ‘Dr. Franklin’s old friend, Mr. | 
Hutton," secretary to the Moravian Society, ap- 
plied to him for a protection against American 
cruisers, for a vessel the society annually dis- 
patched to their missionaries on the coast of Labra~ 


* The same as smecitionied. in cbaay waar eee Parts I. 
and IT, 
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dor: this Dr. Franklin, with his usual humanity, 
readily acquiesced in ; and immediately forwarded 
to Mr. Hutton a pass,' which he afterwards annu- 


* To all Captains and Commanders of Vessels of War, Priva- 
teers, and Letters of Marque, belonging to the United 
States of America. 

Gentlemen, | 

The religious society commonly called the 

Moravian Brethren, having established a mission on the coast of 
Labrador, for the conversion of the savages there to the Christian 
religion, which has already had very good effects in turning 
them from their ancient practices of surprising, plundering, and 
murdering such white people, Americans and Europeans, as, for 
the purposes of trade or fishery, happened to come on that 
coast ; and persuading them to lead a life of honest industry, 
and to treat strangers with humanity and kindness: and it 
being necessary for the support of this useful mission, that a 
small vessel should go thither every year to furnish supplies and 
necessaries for the missionaries and their converts; which vessel 
for the present year is a +++++- of about seventy-five tons, 
called the --+++-+++ whereof is master Captain +eeses cece 
This is to. request you, that if the said vessel should happen to 
fall into your hands, you would not-suffer her to be plundered, 
or hindered in her voyage, but on the contrary afford her any 
assistance she may stand in need of: wherein I'am confident 
your couduct will be approved by the congress and your owners, 
Given at Passy, near Paris, this coos Gay Of coeese oe se 
i ct et eB, ER ANKLINAG 
Minister Plenipotentiary from the United 
Seal.) States of America, at the court of France. 
_P.S. The same » request is respectfully made to the command- 


ers of armed vessels belonging to France and Spain, friends of 
the said United States. | _ B. FRANKLIN. 
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ally renewed during the war: the present - was 
accompanied by the following note. 


To Mr. Hurton, London. 


My dear old friend has here the paper he de- 
sired.—We have had a,marble monument made at 
Paris for the brave General Montgomery;' which is © 
gone to America. . If it should fall into the hands 
of any of your cruisers, I expect you will exert 
yourself to get it restored to us, because i know 
the generosity of your temper, which likes to do 
handsome things, as well as to make returns. You. 
see we are unwilling to rob the hospital ; we hope 
your people will be found as averse to pillaging the 
dead. Adieu. Yours, _B. FRANKLIN, 

Passy, June 23, 1778. a sods i 


With the same wonted philanthropy, and with a — 
view to the advancement of science, natural his- | 
tory, and navigation, Dr. Franklin, shortly after, as 
minister plenipotentiary from the United States of 
America, issued a protection for Captain Cook, 
his vessel and people, against all American 
cruisers." dh iki 2 10 


* To all Captains and Commanders of armed ships acting by 
Commission from the Congress of the United States of 
America, now in war with Great Britain. | 

GENTLEMEN, 

A ship having been fitted out from England before 
the commencement of this war, to make discoveries of new 
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Dr. Kippis, a distinguished literary character, 


who published a Biographical Dictionary, - had 
asserted, in his Life of Captain Cook, upon what 
he deemed authority, that Dr. Franklin’s orders, 
as above, were instantly reversed, and that it was 
directed by congress, to seize Captain Cook, if an 
opportunity of doing it occurred: but Dr. Kippis, 


countries in unknown seas, under the conduct of that most 
celebrated navigator, Captain Cook ; an undertaking truly lau- 
dable in itself, as the increase of geographical knowledge facili- 
tates the communication between distant nations, in the exchange 
of useful products and manufactures, and the extension of | arts, 
whereby the common enjoyments of human life are multiplied 
and augmented, and science of other kinds increased to the 
benefit of mankind in general ; this is, therefore, most earnestly 
to recommend to every one of you, that in case the said ship, 
which is now expected to be soon in the European seas on her 
return, should happen to fall into your hands, you would not con- 
sider her as an enemy, nor suffer any plunder to be made of the 
| effects contained in her, nor obstruct her immediate return to 
England, by detaining her or sending her into any other part of 
Europe or to America, but that you would treat the said Cap- 
tain Cook and his people with all civility and kindness, affording 
‘them, as common friends to mankind, all the assistance in your 
power, which they may happen to stand in need of. In so 


doing you will not only gratify the generosity of your own dis-. 


positions, but there is no doubt of your obtaining the approba- 
tion of the congress, and your. other American owners. I have 
the honor to be, Gentlemen, your : most obedient humble servant, 
. B. FRANKLIN, 
Minister Plenipotentiary from the congress of the 
United States to the court of France. 
Given at Passy, near Paris, 


- this 10th day of March, 1779. 
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finding that the information he had published was 
false, addressed a letter to the editor of the Gentle- 
man’s Magazine, in September, 1795, and therein 
publicly acknowledged his mistake. Indeed, the — 
magnanimous proceeding of Dr. Franklin in grant- 
ing the passport was.so well known in England, 
and the sentiments it manifested so much approved 
by the British government itself, that, when Cook's 
Voyage was printed,. the admiralty board. sent a 
copy of the work, in three volumes quarto, to Dr. 
Franklin, accompanied with the elegant collection 
of plates, and a very polite letter from Lord Howe, 
signifying, that the present was made with. the 
king’s express approbation: and the Royal Society 
having, in honor of that illustrious: navigator, one 
of their members, struck some gold medals to be 
distributed among his friends and the friends of 
his voyage, one of those medals was also sent to 
Dr. Franklin, by order of the society, together 
with a letter from their president, Sir Joseph Banks, 
expressing likewise, that it was sent with the ap- 
probation of the king. | 

Another opportunity occurred some time after, 
for Dr. Franklin to give an additional proof of his 
benevolence; of which he availed himself, in grant- 
ing a similar protection to a vessel sent with provi- : 
sions and clothing, as a charitable donation from 
the citizens of Dublin to certain sufferers in the — 
West Indies.” 


* See PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE, 2d Ed. Vol. 1. p. 72. 
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In short, Dr. Franklin, through life, let'no oppor- 
tunity escape him, either in a public or ‘private 
situation, in which, by any act of his, he could be 
useful to his fellow-creatures, whether friends or 
enemies. td hid : 

No one who. did not a te it, can conceive 
how much his reputation as.a philosopher, and his 
situation asAmerican minister, subjected him to 
the applications of projectors, speculators, and ad- 
venturers’ of ‘all descriptions. The following me- 
morandums of only one day's annoyance of this 
nature, taken from a little journal he kept, may 
tend to give some idea of it. 


i saiae Sunday, Dec. 13, 1778. A.M: 


« A man came to tell mehe had invented a machine, which 
would go of itself, without the help of a spring, weight, air, 
water, or any of the elements, or the labor of man or beast, 
_ and with force sufficient to work four machines for cutting 
tobacco; that he had experienced it; would show it me if I 
would come to his house, and would sell the secret of it for 
two hundred luis. I doubted it, but promised to go to him 
in order to see it. a {Gh Neh O 

. © A Mons. Coder came with a proposition in writing, to— 
levy 600 men, to be employed in landing on the coast of Eng- 
land and Scotland, to burn and ransom towns and villages, in 
order to put a stop to the English proceedings in that way in 
America. 1 thanked him, and told him I could not approve 
it, nor had‘I any money at command for such purposes ; 
moreover, that it would 1 not he permitted -by the government 
here. — 
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« A man came with a request that 1 would patronise and 
recommend to government, an invention he had, whereby.a 
hussar might so conceal his arms and habiliments, with pro- 
vision for twenty-four hours, as to appear a common traveller; 
by which means a considerable body might be admitted into 
a town, one at a time, unsuspected, and afterwards assembling, 
surprise it. I told him I was not a military man, ‘of course 
‘no judge of such matters, and advised him to apply to the 
Bureau de la Guerre. We said he had no friends, and 
so could procure no attention.— The number. of wild schemes | 
proposed to me is s0 great, and they have heretofore taken so 
much of my time, that I begin to reject all, _though possibly 
some of them may be worth notice. 

“< Received a parcel from an unknown philosopher,’ ‘who 
submits to my consideration a memoir on the subject of ele-- 
mentary fire, containing experiments in a dark chamber. It 
‘seems to be well written, and is in English, with a little tinc- 
ture of French idiom. | wish to see the experiments, without 
which [ cannot well judge of it.” 


About the commencement of the year 1781, Dr. 
Franklin, from his age, infirmities, and the confine- 
ment of business, began to be weary of his situation. 
as minister at the court of France, and requested 
leave to retire; as will appear by the following ex- 
tract from one of his public dispatches to the presi- 
dent of congress. 


, 12th Mur ch, 1781. 
«I must now beg leave to say something 
relating to myself, a subject with which [have not 


* afterwards discovered to be Marat, of subsequent notorious 
memory. 
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often troubled. the congress.’ I have passed my 
75th year, and I find that the long and severe fit of 
the gout which I had the last winter, has shaken me 
exceedingly, and lam yet far from having recovered. 
the bodily strength I before enjoyed. I do not 
know that my mental faculties are impaired; per- 
haps I shall be:'the last to discover that; but I am 
sensible of great diminution in my activity, a quality 
I think particularly necessary in your minister at 
this court. Iam afraid, therefore, that your affairs 
may some time or other suffer by my deficiency. 
[ find.also that the business is too heavy for me, 
and too confining. The constant attendance at 
home, which is necessary for receiving and accept- 
ing your bills of exchange, (a matter foreign: to my 
ministerial functions) to answer letters, and perform 
other parts of my employment, prevent my: taking 
the air and exercise which my annual journies for- 
merly used to afford me, and which’ contributed 
much to the preservation of my health. ‘There are 
many other little personal attentions which the in- 
firmities of age render necessary to: an old man’s 
comfort, even perhaps i in some degree to the conti- 
nuance of his existence, and with which business 
often interferes. I have been engaged in public 
affairs, and “enjoyed public confidence, in some 
‘shape or other, during the long term of Sifty years, 
an honor sufficient to satisfy any reasonable ambi- 
tion; and I haye now no other left but the repose, 

which I hope the congress will grant me, by send- 
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ing some person to supply my place. At the same 
time I-beg they may be assured, that it is not any 
the least doubt of their success in the glorious cause, _ 
nor any disgust received in their service, that in- 
duces me to decline it, but purely and simply the 
reasons above mentioned. And as I cannot at 
present undergo the fatigues of a sea voyage (the — 
last having been almost too much for me), and 
would not again expose myself to the hazard of 
_ capture and imprisonment in this time of war, I pur- 
pose to remain here at least till the peace; perhaps 
it may be for the remainder of my life; and if any 
knowledge or experience I have acquired at. this 
court may be thought of use to my successor, I shall 
freely communicate it, and assist him with any in- 
fluence I may be i sgt to have, or counsel that 
may be desired of me.” | 
The congress refused to comply with this dient 

which Dr. Franklin thus notices in a letter to a 
friend. | 


# Mots 24, 1781. 
“ « The congress have done me the honor to 
refuse accepting my resignation, and insist on my 
continuing in their service till the peace. I must 
therefore buckle again to the business, and thank 
God that my health and spirits are of late improved., 
I fancy it may have been. a double mortification to 


* For the remainder of this letter, see PRIVATE CORRESPON= 
DENCE, 2d Ed. vol. 1. p. 76. 
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those enemies you have mentioned to me, that I 
should ask as a favor what they hoped. to vex:me 
by taking from me; and that I should nevertheless 
be continued. | But: these. sort of considerations 
should never snditiohor our conduct... We ought 
always to do what appears best: to be done, without 
much regarding what others may think of it, I call 
this continuance.an honor, and I really esteem) it — 
to be greater than my first:appointment, when I con- 
sider that all the interest of my enemies, united with 
my own ERIE were not sufficient to Laleesess ite 


sy consequence of ee decir of the congress, 
Dr. Franklin thought it his duty to continue in his 
situation, in spite of all personal considerations; 
and did so for many years after, to’ the se ad- 
vantage of his country. | 

A friend of Dr. Franklin’s bate ettiett to Ben 
to urge his continuance as minister, and making 
him some flattering compliments on the eccnenen 
the Doctor thus replied: » : 
“ Your comparison “i the lil of an ie 
is very pretty, tending to make me content with my 
situation. But I suppose you have heard our story 
of the harrow: if not, here it is. A farmer in our 
country sent two of his servants to borrow one of a | 
neighbor, ordering them to bring it between them 
on their shoulders. When they came to look at it, 
one of them, who had much wit and cunning, said, 
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What could our master mean by sending only two 
men to bring this harrow? no two men upon earth 
are strong enough to carry it.) Poh! said the other, 
who was vain of his strength, what do you talk of two - 
men? one man may carry it: help it upon my should- 
ers and you shall see. As he proceeded with it, the 
wag kept exclaiming, Zounds! how strong you are! 
I could not have thought it. Why, you'are a Sam- 
son! There is not such another man in America.’ 
What amazing strength God has given you! But 
you will kill yourself! Pray put it down and rest a 
little, or let me bear a part of the weight. No, no, 
said he, being more encouraged by the compliments 
than oppressed by the burden: you shall see I can 
carry it quite home. And so he did.—In this par-' 
ticular, Lam afraid: isi part of the imitation will iad 
seid. of the original.” 


A considerable sensation was occasioned about 
this time, both in America and Europe, by the 
treachery of the American :general, ARNOLD. — As 
accounts then and since have greatly differed with 
respect to some of: the: causes and circumstances: 
relative to it, the following extracts from letters’ 
written (shortly after the occurrence) to Dr. Frank- 
lin, from two. of his correspondents in“ America, 
‘may perhaps elucidate that extraordinary event, 
which had nearly proved fatal to. the best interests 

of America. | 


% 
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«6 «Newport, Rhode japon dated Out. 10, 1780. 

« By this ship you will receive an account of the trea- 

~son and apostacy of one of our greatest gener als, (who went 
over from us to the enemy 25th September last,) and the happy 
‘detection of it before the treason was carried into execution. 
General Arnold has buried all his military glory, and sent his 
name down in history execrated with contempt and infamy. 

~ He will be despised not only by us in the United States, but 
by all the nations of Europe, and in all future ages. | There is 
reason to believe that he meditated, with the reduction of West 
Point on the 27th September, the betraying, at the same time, 
of General Washington and the minister of France, into the - 
hands of the enemy: for his excellency the Chevalier de la 
Luzerne told me, that passing through West Point on his way 
hither on the 24th, the day before the detection, General 
Arnold importuned him even to indecency to tarry and rest 
there four or five days. .And Arnold also knew that General 
Washington would meet there about the same time on his re- 
turn from an interview with the French officers at Hartford. 
_ General Arnold is a loss. But America is so fertile in patriots, 
that we ean afford to lose a distinguished patriot or two every 
year, without any essential injury to the glorious cause of liberty 
and independence. ‘The greatest injury he can do us will be 
im imformation. However, the present state of the American 
army is now so good, as that the most thoroughknowledge of 
_ it will rather do us benefit than an injury. The seasonable 
execution of Major André (the seducer), adjutant-general. of 
the British army, on the 2d instant, will probably deter, such 
adventurers for the future. RYH 
“« Congress, and the assemblies through the states, continue 
firm and unshaken; and they have a cordial support in the 
_uuion of the main body of the people at large, notwithstanding 
the efforts of tortes aud governmental connexions intetmixed in 


96 - @@MBMOIRS.OF (q°  SRARITULY. 


all pasite hosp ‘Sysipheqnalalaip only pulls ruin*upon them- 
selves. b tain) elt Romy aT aera ofS eo, yt gee 
pie The storm still eur heavy. Wie owe ship. will¥ide it 
through. With joy we look forward, and with: undoubting 
assurance anticipate the sweets and the final Cpe of “Ame- 


o tor 


rican. liberty.” ws, Sik A Pit ees 


stig Neha ani Philedelphiay dated 19th en 1780. 

© The late providential discovery of Arnold’s Plol, 
which appears to have been for a ‘considerable time in agita- 
tion, has induced a belief that Rodney bad. something. further 
in view than merely counteracting the design of the Comte de 

Guichen. — | | 
Iba controversy and revolution such : as this, ‘where foraret 
friendships and intimacies subsisted between ‘the contending 
parties; and where men of upright intentions took different 
sides, and men of all characters were engaged i in the contest, 
it would not have been strange or uncommon ; if conspiracies 
had. been formed; but to the honor of the American army, 
ARNOLD is the first, and it is believed the ‘only American 
officer, who has, during this war, entered i into a conspiracy to 
betray his country. You know the character of the man ; he 
was brave but avaricious, fond of parade, and not very scrupu> 
lous about the means of acquiring money to: defray the ex- 
penses of it. He had married a young woman who had been 
distinguished by General Howe’s Meschianzi Knights, and her 
father was not remarkable 2 for h his attachment 1 to the American — 
cause. The expensive manner in which Arnold lived in Phiz 
ladelphia reduced his finances, andthe accounts he exhibited 
against the public underwent a scrutiny at the board of trea 
sury, not much to the advantage of his honor and honesty ; 
which, joined to his disappointment in the case of the Active, 
and the result.of the court-martial instituted on tle complaint ~ 
of the council of Pennsylvania, soured his temper, andren- 


Pa 


PART IV. BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. | 07 


dered himia fit object for Clinton’s views. By letters found 
among his private papers, it appears that Captain André, one 
of Sir H. Clinton’s:aids, had commenced a’ correspondence 
with Mrs. Arnold in 1779, under pretence of supplying her | 
with millinery; whether it was continued. till it was ripened 
into the plot of betraying West Point into the hands of the 
enemy, I will not undertake to say; but that the scheme had 
been some time'in agitation, appears evidently from this, that 
while the enemy were making preparations for executing their 
purpose, and giving out that their design was against Virginia, 
the same reports were circulated in Lord Cornwallis’s camp 
in South Carolina, and measures were taken to make us be- 
lieve he meant to second the expedition, by marching through 
North Carolina, and forming a junction with Sir Henry on 
his arrival in Virginia. At this time Rodney arrived at New 
York, and it is conjectured the design was, as soon as they 
had gained possession of West Point, and cut off the commu- 
nication between the western and southern states, to turn their 
whole force against the French fleet at Rhode Island. This 
it is true is but conjecture, but it must be confessed the object 
was great; and had Rodney succeeded, he would have finished 
the year with as much éclat as he began it. ‘The providential 
discovery of the plot blasted the schemes of our enemies. 

The annexed, a specimen of American poetry, well de- 
scribes the popular feeling « on the occasion, 


ON GENERAL. ARNOLD. 


Ar Freedom’ 's call, see . Arnold take the field, 

With honor blazon’d on his patriot shield: 

His gallant feats a dazzling lustre spread ; 

And circling glories beam’d around his head. 

His well-earn’d praises were consign’d to fame; 

And fate decreed him an immortal name. 
VOL. II, G 
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But when, estrang’d from freedom’s glorious napag sf % 
_.. Neglecting honor, and its sacred laws, 5» 9 94.49 
Impell’d by motives of the basest kind, "ieGaa 

Which mark the vicious, mean, degen’rate. mind— “Btpre 

‘ To virtue lost, and callous to disgrace— ; 
The traitor hiding with the hero’s face— 
His canker’d heart, to sordid views a slave, — 
To mammon yielding all that freedom gave, _ 
Enleagu’d with friends of that detested tribe— ; 
Whose god is gold, whose saviour is a bribe" 40° / 
_ Could basely join, his country. to betray, «@ /- 

... And thus restore a ruthless tyrant’s swaym— | 


rw 


On freedom’s sons impose the galling yoke, re 

And crush each foe to vice beneath the stroke; 

Not all his laurels in the field obtain’d, Dv 
Not that which Philip’s son by conquest gain’'d; 

Not all that once adorn’d great Cesar’s brow, © 

‘Nor all that Washington may challenge now— * he 

Could save a wretch, whom crimes like these debase it 

So far beneath the rank of human race: 

But stung with keen remorse, his guilty soul 

In vain shall seek repose from pole to pole; 

Perpetual anguish shall torment his breast, 

And hellish demons haunt his troubled rest : 

Not even death shall shield his hated name, 

For still the caitiff shall survive to fame, 

By fate’s decree-who thus pronotne’d his lot: 

“Too bad to die, too base to be forgot— 

Thy crimes succeeding ages shall proclaim, sfa esahr 

And Jupas be forgot i in ARNOLD’s sname.” jc. 
wlogtoPery ASO KE aie coidvres eth mean onde 


a 
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The following letter from Dr. Franklin to: the 
Marquis dela Fayette, then serving in the Ameri- 
can army; also makes mention of Arnold’s treason, 
and hints at the price or reward he received. from 
the British government for his treachery. This letter 
will i be found interesting in other respects, 


To THE Marauis DE,.LA. F AYETTE. 

Dear Sir; | 60°) Passy, May 14,1781. » 

You are’a very good correspondent, which 
I do not deserve, as I am a bad one. The truth 
is I have too much business upon my hands, a 
great deal of it foreign to my function as a. minister, 
which interferes with my writing regularly to my 
friends. But I am nevertheless extremely sensible 
of your kindness in sending me such frequent and 
full intelligence of the state of affairs on your side 
of the water, and in letting me see, by your letters, 
that your health continues, as: well as von Zea), for 
our cause and country. 

I hope that by this time the ship erick has the 
honor of bearing your name, is safely arrived, 
She carries clothing for near 20,000 men, with 
arms, ammunition, &c, which. will supply. some of 
your wants; and Colonel: Laurens will bring a con- 
siderable addition, if Providence favors his pas- 
sage. You will: receive from‘him the particulars, 
which makes my writing more ipo by him unne- 
cessary. jushini 
Your eal have plene” of your being gone 
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against the traitor ARNOLD, and ‘are “anxious ‘to 
hear of your success, and’ that you have brought 
him to punishment. Enclosed is a copy of a letter 
from his agent | in England," th ai ty: one) “of 


mn: ae of letter from Mr. evior, army agent, in veoh 
to General Arnold. ; 

SIR, Parliament Street, Jan. 30, 1781. 

" I am honored with your several letters enclosing bills 
on Harley and Drummond to the amount of 50001., the receipt 
of which I have regularly by packet acknowledged. On the 
day. they were paid I invested the amount, in the, fund you 
mentioned, and it was a very. favorable time. me flatter myself 
it will meet ane approbation, also the mode i in which it “was 
done, EY TREES 

As it is, possible : some TARRELOHE might come from you: for 
‘disposing of the money in some other mode, I thought:it: might 
not be so advantageous to lock it up totally, as, it might. be. a 
Jong while before I: could receive a power of attorney from. you 
. to transfer, had I put it in your name ; and meantime the divi- | 
dend could not be received for your use. ‘The mode 1 have 
adopted has been used in like cases, and can be instantly 
altered to any you direct, on your favoring me with a letter. '> 

The account is as follows, viz. 

Bought by Samuel and William Scholey, bot Li for 
Major-General. Amold, 70001. stock, in, new A per cents. a. 
714;. as follows :— : 

In name of Major-General Benedict Arnold. 
1001. stock a. 713 new 4 per cent. consols. ft: “Paid A 
69001. stock a..713 in name of James si _ £4987 10°. 0 
‘rick, Esq. WE RI OY Pha 


=. —, : 
PORTE 78 Taere & 


70000. ie 4 £)) ee rshigeeiut ao ins 
Commission paid'to. brokers !:<)=)) vai - 8 AS 0 
Letter of attorney to/recei¥e divislantderce qolot.Onk 6 : 


See 


| 
£4996 6 6 
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our cruisers,and. by which the price or reward. he 
received for his treachery may .be guessed at. 
Judas sold only one man, Arnold. three millions. 
Judas got for his one man. thirty. pieces of. silver ; 
Armold-not a halfpenny. a head... A. miserable 


3 


There then remains of the 50002. three pounds. thirteen shil- 
lings and sixpence. . 

Thus, by this method, if I receive any instructions from you 
for employing your money ina different ‘manner, I can sell out 
the 69001., and dispose of your money agreeable to your direc- 
‘tions before this letter reaches’ you; and, if it is your wish that 
it should remain in the funds, it can be placed under your name 
by my transferring the 6,900/. and joining it to your 1001. 
The reason of my purchasing the latter sum in your name was, 
that you ‘might haye an account open. Also, the power of 
attorney now enclosed, will enable me to receive the dividends 
on ‘the whole 7000/. stock, after I have made the transfer, 
should you choose I should do so. I hope I have made myself 
properly understood, and can assure you I have, to the best of 
my abilities, acted for you as myself. Ihave the honor to be, 
“Sir, your obedient, and most humble servant, 

| BAe MEYRICK. 
Najor Genet Arnold. 


N.B.—In addition to this supposed purchase-money of the 
general himself, the following pensions were afterwards granted 
to his family. By warrant dated July 20, 1G $3. 

‘To Edward Shippen | : 

~ “James Robertson ( 
George, and 

Sophia Matilda 


nie By warrant dated 12th June, 1805... 
’ To Sophia Matilda ARNOLD = ° -  v+, 1001. 
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bargain ! especially when one considers the quan- 
tity of infamy he has acquired to hamisels and 
entailed on his family. i REDD 

’ The English are in a fair way of gaining “atin. 
more enemies: they play a desperate game. -For- 
tune may favor them as it sometimes does a drunken 
dicer. | But by their tyr anny in the East they have © 
at length roused the powers there against ‘them ; : 
and I do not know that they have in the West a 
single friend. “If they lose their India commerce, 
(which i is one of their present g great supports,)_ and 
ene battle at sea, there credit is gone, and their 
power follows. ‘Thus empires by pride, folly, and 
extravagance, ruin themselves like individuals. 
M. la Mote ‘Piquet has snatched from between 
their teeth a good deal of their West India prey, 
having taken twenty-two sail of their homeward- 
bound prizes. One of our American- -privateers 
has taken two more, and brought them into Brest, 
and two were burnt: there were thirty-four in com- 
pany, with two men of war of the line and two 
frigates, who saved themselves by ea ee but ° we 
do not hear of their being yet got in. 

I think it was a Wise measure to send Colonel 
Laurens here, who could speak knowingly of the 
state of the army. It has been attended with all 
the success that perhaps could reasonably be ex- 
pected, though not with all that was wished. He 
has fully justified your. character. of him, and 
returns thoroughly possessed of my esteem; ‘but 
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that cannot and_ ought not to please him so much 
asa little more money would have done for his 
beloved army. This court continues firm and 
steady in its friendship, and does every thing it.can 
for us, Can we not doa little more for ourselves ? 
My successor (for I have desired the congress to 
send me one) will find it in the best disposition 
towards us, and I hope he will take care to culti- 
vate that disposition. You, who know the leading 
people of both countries, can perhaps judge better 
than any member of the congress of a person 
suitable for this station. I wish you may be in 
the way to give your advice when the matter is 
agitated i in that assembly. I have been long tired. 
of the trade of minister, and wished for a little 
repose before I went to sleep for good and all. I 
thought I might have held out till the peace ; but 
as that seems at a greater distance than the end of — 
my days, I grow impatient. I would not, how- 
ever, quit the service of the public, if I did not 
sincerely think that it would be easy for the con- 
gress, with your counsel, to find a fitter man. 
God bless you, and crown all your labors with 
success. With the highest regard and most sin- 
cere ¢ affection, I am, dear Sir, &c. &e. 

B. FRANKLIN. 


. Notwithstanding Dr. Franklin’s various and 
| important occupations, he occasionally amused 
himself in composing and printing, by means of a 
small set of types, and a press he had in his house, 


P 
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seyeral. of, his. light, ,essays,) ,bagatellesy » or: | jeu 
espr it, wuitten chiefly, for the amusement of his.in- 
timate friends." Among these were the following, 
printed. ona half sheet of coarse. paper; s0as ‘to 
imitate, as much as Bowtie a portion 3 of a Boston 
newspaper. Poel fame ton hor 
P «The ; repeated accounts Teaeved tropa hey ea | 
of the horribly cruel manner in which, the Indian 
allies of Great Britain prosecuted the war against 
the peaceable inhabitants of the, United, States ; 
murdering defenceless farmers, with, their, wives 
and children, and carrying off their, scalps for the 
reward promised in proportion. to the number, 
(said already to. have amounted to two thousand,)* 

was the found ation. of the. first fictitious, article in 
this pretended. . SUPPLEMENT to. the. Boston, Inde- 
pendent Chronicle.” i 
_. The other a 4 is a jeu Cesprit, of, a cayer 
turn, originating from a memorial of the British 
ambassador, Sir Joseph Yorke, reclaiming the 
king’s ships the Serapis and Countess of Scar- 
borough, prizes carried into Holland by the Ame- 
rican squadron under Commodore Jones; whom 
Sir Joseph in his Memorial designated “ the Pirate 
Paul Jones of Scotland; a rebel subject, and a 
criminal of the state.” 


* Several of thesé will. the. given in the Selection’ of his 
WRITINGS, to follow these Memoirs... * 


See. Letter_to. MecHaten:: of. a 7; 1782, Priv. Loam: 
Part I. nt Papin Tera 


4 
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« The deceptiom intended by this supposed “Sur- 
-PLEMENT,”»(which® was ‘very accurately imitated 
with’ respect’ to printing; ‘paper, the insertion” of 
advertisements) &c:) was, that ‘by ‘tiinsmitting it t6 , 

England, it might’ actually be taken for ig it 
purported to be, and the two prominent, articles 
contained’ in it,’ consequently, copied into, the 
English PODER ‘as sisi ria from. Ame- 
PIMA! “Low Bid) OS) Ap RLS 

-‘The end: abdopéded’ shevebyies ‘was to chine! the 

British: government. It is uncertain whether ‘this 
artifice succeeded ‘as well as a similar one of Dr. 
Franklin’s, the “Prussian Edict,” did, as 5 related 
in his Privare CorrEsPONDENCE.’ 

. The following is a copy of the present ciblsuy 
deception, as printed ; with’ the’ omission only of 
the advertisements, and some of the names, titles, 
and fbepihets, in the latter article. ; | 


- Number 705. | 
| SUPPLEMENT 


Shor @OctHE 


aut BOSTON INDEPENDENT CHRONICLE. 


Cs ius nln ays 2) WRIA iss 


: P Bane March 12, 17 82. 
£ qatract of a Letter from Capt. Gerrish, of the New England 
Militia, dated Albany, “March 7. | 
. Tuz,Peltry taken in the ‘expedition [See the account of 
the eae to Oswegatchie on the river St. - Laurence, 


: ‘Part “9% Poo ar: to gal ene Oct. 1.6, 17 73. 


106 .. MEMOIRS OF © | PART IV. 


in our paper of the \st instant], will, as: you see, amount to 
a good déal of money. , The possession of this booty at first 
gave us pleasure; but we were struck with horror-to find 
among the packages eight large ones containing SCALPS | 
of our unhappy country-folks, taken in, the three last. years 
by. the Senneka Indians from the imbabitants of the frontiers 
of New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Virginia, and 
sént by them as a present to Col. Haldimand, governor of 
Canada, in order to. be by him transmitted to England. They 
were accompanied by the alsin curious letter to. that 
eeiilomane » RR Tel alin Boast ntind taped set 


Dé Jan. 3d, 1782. 


, Ett at please your cg ating 

_ At the request of the Senneka chiefs I send hone to 
your excellency, under the care of James Boyd, eight packs 
of scalps, cured, dried, hooped, and painted, with ‘all the 
Indian triumphal marks, of which the following i 1s invoice and 
explanation : | 


No. 1. Containing 43 scalps of congress soldiers, killed in 
different skirmishes : these are stretched on black hoops, 
four inches diameter; the inside of the skin painted red, 
with a small black spot to note their being killed with 

bullets. Also 62 of farmers, killed in their houses: the 
‘hoops red; the skin painted brown, and marked with a 

“hoe; a bay circle all round, to denote their being sur- 
ent in the night ; and a black hatchet in the middle, 
signifying their being killed with that weapon. 

No. 2. Containing 98 of farmers killed in their houses : hoops 

_ted; figure of a hoe, to mark their profession ; great white 

‘a "circle and sun, to ‘show they were surprised i in the day- 
“time; a little red foot, to show they stood upon ‘their de- 
“fence, and died fighting for their lives and families. 
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‘No:'3. Containing 97 of farmers} hoops green, to ahow 
ee killed in ‘their fields; a large white! cixele with a 
little round mark on‘it for the sun, to show that it‘was in 
the day-time; black bullet-mark on OME, are on 
seers ig Nie AM APY ad : as 
Wie 4a! Gisihcaknan 102 of osbaitbep wubluad sf the soviet 
»’marks above’; only'18 marked with a’ little: yellow’ flame, 
\qeieeti their being of prisoners burnt alive, after being 
scalped, their nails pulled out’ by the roots, and other tor- 
- ments; one of these latter supposed to be a rébel‘clergy- 
man, his band being fixed to the hoop of his scalp. | Most 
of the farmers appear by the hair to have been young or 
middle-aged men; there being but 67 very grey heads 
among them all; which makes the service more essential. 
No. 5. Containing 88 scalps of women; hair long,’ braided 
in the Indian fashion, to show they were mothers; hoops 
~ blue; skin yellow ground, with little red tadpoles, to re- 
' present, by way of triumph, the tears or grief occasioned to 
their relations: a black scalping-knife or hatchet at the 
bottom, to mark their being killed with those instruments. 
17 others, hair very grey; black hoops; plain brown co- 
lor; no mark, but the short club or cassetete, to show 
they were knocked down dead, or had their brains beat 
out. . er 
No. 6. Containing 193 boys’ scalps, of various ages; small 
green hoops ; whitish ground on the skin, with red tears 
in-the middle, and black bullet-marks, knife, hatchet, or 
club, as their deaths happened. 
No. 7. 211 girls’ scalps, big and little; edi vetlold ita, 3 
white ground ; tears; hatchet, club, scalping-kuife, &c. 
No. 8. This package is a mixture of all the varieties above- 
mentioned, to the number of 112; with a box of birch 
bark, contaiming: 29 little infants’ scalps . of. various sizes ; : 
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ich white hoops; white ground; no’ tears 3yandvonly a 
little black knife in the'middle, ‘to show aoe were’ —, 
of their’ ee bellies; va |. | 


With eve packs the chiefs send to your excellency the 
following speech, delivered’ by Conejogatchie’ in council; in- 
terpreted by the elder eeasiceigg the meee and taken. renin i 
me in sia An Towa aha aw Astle! aipw' aed 

WAG OES WASPS T AO, TO) REE) et ee hiee 

eibsiounl Wy Desk Ne hO ontebhe ce ener bie 
We send ‘you Tesh many instar iti see we are 


>not idle ‘sedge 4») ated ep on owes :etnictomwrtie lis 


PE FNP WIE. dyed waived axel poe Bike e Belt 


ssapTbuattorie Yingllesxe: stiows dad: ted “awe tow «ALON 
we wish ‘you to send these ‘scalps over tie water to ls great 
king, that he may regard 'them/and be ‘refreshed; and that 
* he may see ‘our faithfulness in’ destroying his enemies, and 
“be convinced ‘that his’ apt have not wy made to un- 
i pen tinal Ma 
+i +O, Ak fe and er Bote with as Tassel 
ian | 3 
Attend to what I am now going to say: it 1s a matter of 
» ‘much weight. ‘The’ great king’s: enemies are: many, and 
*\ they grow fast in number. They were formerly like young 
» panthers: they could’ neither ‘bite’ nor scratch; we could 
play with them safely :-we feared nothing they could do‘ to 
us. But'now their bodies are becomerbiy as the elk,.and 
- strong as the buffalo: they‘have also got great«and sharp 
“claws. ‘They have driven ‘us' out’ of our‘country for-taking 
“part in your quarrel. We expect the: great king will give 
‘us another country,’that our children may ‘live’after us; and 


; 
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» "pe his friends: and children, asiwe are. Say this for ‘usito 
i cetyl To. enforce it, weigive this'belte |) ¢h 
Aetok 10g" A dg: white Belt with blue: Prange. 
ade yak athens, ., 
We have'only to “say farther, that your traders exact. more 
'» than ever for their goods: and our hunting is. lessened by 
the war, so that we have fewer skins to give for them. 
This ruins us. Think of some remedy.’ We are poor: 
and you have’ plenty of every: thing. We know:you will 
‘esend us powder and guns, and;knives and hatchets : but we 
also want shirts and blankets. iy 


coi bhesPi ane pal ocer” | A little white Belt. 


Ido not doubt but that your hitiictios will biienens 
per to give some farther encouragement to those honest: peo- 
ples The high prices. they complain of are the ‘necessary 
effect of the war. Whatever presents: may’ be sent for. them 
through my hands shall be, distributed with prvideiegs and 
fidelity. I Reve the honor of being AME ay ee 

etsy oohs oe Your Excellency's most obedient ) 
} And most humble servant, . | 
JAMES CRAUFURD. 


© Tt.was at first proposed to bury these scalps: but Lieute- 
nant Fitzgerald, who you know has got leave of absence to 
go to Ireland: on his private affairs, said he thought it better 
they 'should:proceed \totheir destmation ; and if, they were 
“given to -him, he would undertake to carry them to Enghnd, 
and hang them all up in»some dark night. on, the. trees in 
~St«James’s Park;. where)they..could be. seen from, the king 
~vand/ queen’s palaces) inj the;morning ;, for, thatthe, sight of 
~ them mightsperhaps stake. Muley, Ishmael, (as he called him) 


By 
\ 
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with some compunction of conscience.. ‘They were accord- 
ingly delivered to. Fitz, and he has brought them safe hither. 
To-morrow they go with his baggage in a waggon for Bos- 
ton, and will probably be there in a few days after this letter. _ 

: i Lam,&e. 2 t 


eT) ene Bee C0 Ee ay: 10, SRRe Pr SAMUEL Garnisit 
4 } Mh . 
ine Ah india la erro March 20, 
Wk: Be: 


-» Monday: ‘Mast: “abiated ‘sik Lieutdnadt Fitzgerald above- 
mentioned, and yesterday the waggon with the scalps. Thou- 
sands of people are: flocking to see them this morning,:and: 
all mouths are full of execrations... Fixing them to the trees. 
is notapproved.. It is now proposed. to make them up in. 
decent little packets, seal and direct them; one to the king, 
containing ‘a sample.of, every sort for his museum; one to 
the. queen, with: some of women. and. little children: the — 
rest to be distributed poche houses of parliament :a 


santa rane to the, iran arid)! fore coeaeeee ome a 
tos baie eae adie Yomkereia pions syed - 
iio 8 Willis, PEPER ES) VTE 0 Ys ~ ares By ly day’s 


“Pledio to insert in your ane paper the following it 
of a henonnd — Commodore Jones, directed 


“To Sir J. Vereen &e. &e. si 


Oa innit sive England, ~ 
cea Lo RO RI WOR at IRR aT Bnet 
oti HAVE aately seen a memorial said to have been presented 
by your excellency to® their high mightinesses the States 
General, hoi eal are “pleased ‘to: er me wr 
title of pirate. iy oo ieiahoge ie +) acme bined nea 
> A pirate is defined to be hostis humani ener tuareveng 
to all mankind]. It ‘happens; sir, that Tam an enemy to no 
part of mankind, except your ‘nation, the’ English ; — 
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nation at the’same time comes much more within the defini-' 
tion, ‘being actually an enemy to, and at. war with, one whole 
quarter of the world: America, considerable: part: of “Asia 
and Africa, a great part of Europe, and in a:fair mane be- 
ing at war. with the:rest. | | 
A pirate makes war for the sake of rapine. This is not 
the kind of war I am engaged in against England. Ours is 
a war in defence of liberty—the most just of all wars; and 
of our properties, which your nation would have taken from 
us, without our consent, in violation of our rights, and by an 
armed force. Yours, therefore, is atwar of rapine; of course, 
_ apiratical war: and those who approve of it, and are engaged 
in it, more justly deserve the nanie: of\ pirates, which you be- 
stow on me.» It:is indeed a war that. comcides with the 
general spirit of your nation. » Your. common people in their 
ale-houses sing the twenty-four songs of Robm: Hood; and 
applaud his deer-stealig and his: robberies ‘on the highway : 
those who have just learning ‘enough: to read, are delighted 
with your histories of the pirates and of the buccaniers :/ and 
even your scholars in the universities, study: Quintus Curtius, 
and are taught to admire Alexander, for what they:call’ “his 
conquests in the Indies.” Severe laws .and: the hangman 
keep down the effects of this ‘spirit somewhat among youre 
selves (though in your little island you have, nevertheless, 
more highway robberies, than there are in all the rest of 
Europe: put together): but'a foreign war gives it full:scope. 
Itis then that, .with infinite. pleasure, it lets itself loose to 
strip of their. property,honest merchants, employed in the 
innocent and useful.oceupation of supplying the mutual wants 
of mankind. \ Hence, having lately no war with your ancient 
enemies, rather than be without a war, you chose to: make 
one upon your friends.) In. this your. piratical. -war with 
America,the mariners of your fleets and the owners of your 
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| privateers were animated against us by the act of your parlia- 
ment, which,-repealed the law, of God—‘ Thou shalt not 
steal,”—by declaring it lawful for them to rob us of allour’ | 
property, that. they. could meet with on the-ocean: This ‘act. 
too had a retrospect, and, going beyond bulls of pardon,: de>" 
clared that all the robberies. you‘had, committed» previous to 
the act; should be deemed. just..and lawful: » Your ‘soldiers 
too were promised the plunder of our cities; and your officers © 
were flattered with the division of our lands.,. You had:evén 
the baseness to corrupt our servants, the sailors employed ‘by’ 
us, and encourage them to rob their masters, and bring tovyou 


7 


the ships and goods they were intrusted with. Is there:anyp 
society, of pirates on the sea.orland, who, m declaring wrong 
to) be right, and; right, wrong, have Jess authority than your 
parliament? Do any of them more) justly than your parlia+ 
ment deserve the éztle you bestow on mei? (ir 
You will tell me that we forfeited all our estates” by our | 
refusal to pay. the taxes your;nation; would, have: imposed on 
us without the. consent;.of our colony parliaments. Have — 
you then forgotten the incontestable principle, which was’ the 
foundation of Hampden’s glorious lawsuit:with Charles the | 
First, that,  what..an. English king has:no right to demand; 
an English subject has a right to refuse?’ But:you cannot so 
soon. have forgotten.the instructions of your late ‘honorable 
father, who, being himself a. sound whig, taught you:certainly © 
the;principles of the,revolution, and that,‘ if subjects'’might 
in some ‘cases forfeit their property, kings/also might forfeit 
their, title, and all claim to:the-allegiance:of their ‘stibjects.” 
I must. then, suppose you, well. acquainted: with those 'whig 
principles; on which permit me, sir, to ask afew ‘questions: ° 
_ As not protection as,justly; due; from:a king to his people, * 
as one fromthe people to theirking?) paiey 8) pa 
pA nese oved miodwHb qaset )pc ollse; AaeyetO a itedtep e48 


M aye | >¥ eh Pa | 
77 TSse Bi VEEP aii aigity 


¥ 
eg 


~ 


ev 


1 TAA* a9” apromam’ Sad 
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cdf thetr aking declares his people to be don of h is protec” 


thom:!'* tok) didi wate uh dbane tohut thst 4 pRB ES y ory mat ABI 
elf he violates and deprivés sb — ge consti 
righits sobre Yor ried: bar voF S* fey bi DR QR" 


4h 


bdaliowlects war against them: 07" 0 (9H) 1 Seat eoumbe 
Lfvhe plunders their merchants, ravages their eCeaats, biirns” 
‘their‘towns, and destroys their lives) Se 
alfhe hires’ foreign’ ‘mércenariés to help ‘him in’ their ape 
struction: 9/0 * SrOlisaccds eh Aw pgs THD TQ Lar fey Se DG eAp 
fhe’ engages ‘savages to sunurder theitdef énceléss farmers, 
ivomen;/and ?hildréiy: bated andy ved pba tee tragine ev 
[fhe cruelly: forces’ such “of his’ subjects ‘as’ fall into his” 
_ hands; to-bear arms ‘against their'coutttry, and become execu 
een their friends and brethren’? yo ee 
Af he sells:others of them into bondage, in ‘Africa ‘and the 
‘Eastendiess) os to be & veer bow tppeld oar ALOE Abe VP, gape’ 


If he excites domestic insurrections: diniong’ their servants, . 
and encourages servants to! murder their'masterst-— 

Does not» so« atrocious a” heotnanier “towards his esac 
dishalvesthdinnllegiahoe’ gal auchdlg @ hobiq tre Lh tox Monier gy 

- Lfnot,—please to iene or + by what means it can an i 
sb Iherdassal ved: isthe si!tysyartobun) Wale me sed Aly NE okey 

. Ali«this horrible: lie deni sesetertiolity has been ith os 
daily is: practised: by the. * ** ® your master (as you call him — 
in your. memorial): upon‘thes Americans, —— he’ is’ still 
pleased, i ARERR Oh yea tet MA, BIG Gore. > reser) Ki: 

During these.six yearsipast, | adtsitiectedlachsesa than? 
forty, thousand sof, those subjects; ‘by Dbattés oi land‘or sea; 
or by.,starving them, or poisoning them’to death, in the un- © 
_ wholesome air, withthe! unwholésonie! food ‘of his ‘prisons. 
And he has wasted the:lives of at Jeast©an’ equal number of . 
his own soldiers and sailors; many of whom have been forced 
into this odious service, and dragged from their families and 
friends, by the outrageous. violence of ; his illegal press-gangs. 

VOL. II. | i a 
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You are a gentleman of letters, and have read history: do you 
' yecollect any instance of any tyrant, since the beginning of 
the world, who, in the course of so few years, had done so. 
much mischief, by * * *** * ****? Tet us view one of the 
worst and blackest of them, Nero. He put to death a few 
ef his courtiers, placemen, and pensioners, and among the 
rest his tutor, Had **###** #** ###** done the 
same, and no more, his crime, though detestable, as an act 
of lawless power, might have been as useful to his nation, as 
that of Nero was hurtful to Rome; considering the different 
characters and merits of the sufferers. Nero indeed wished 
that the people of Rome had but one neck, that he might 
behead them all by one stroke : but this was a simple wish. 

* *#% % *¥ Gs carrying the wish as fast as he can into execu- 
tion; and, by continuing in his present course a few years 
fonger, will have destroyed more of the ******* people 
than Nero could have found inhabitants in Rome. | Hence 
the expression of Milton, in speaking of Charles the First, 
that he was “ Nerone Neronior,” is still more. applicable 
to #¥* He HH HEHX*, Tike Nero and all other 
tyrants, while they lived, he indeed has his flatterers, his ad- 
dressers, his applauders. Pensions, places, and hopes: of pres 
ferment, can bribe even bishops to approve his: conduct : 
‘but, when those fulsome purchased addresses and panegyrics 
are ‘sunk and lost in oblivion or contempt, impartial history 
will step forth, speak honest truth, and: rank “him among 
public calamities. The only difference 'will be, that plagues, | 
pestilences, and famines are of this world, and arise trom the 
uature of things: but voluntary malice, mischief, and murder, 
_ ave from hell ; and this **** will, therefore, stand foremost | 
in the'list of diabolical, bloody, and execrable tyrants. His, 
base-bought parliaments too, who sell him their souls, and 
extort from the people the money with which they "sid ‘his. 
Goptoupins, purposes, as they share his guilt, will share bis 


= 
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infamy, parliaments, awligh to UBific him, Have ede ig 
by. ‘different votes year after year, dipped their hands in humat, 
blood, insomuch that methinks I see it dried and caked SO. 
thick upon them, that if they could wash it off in the Thames,: 
which flows under their windows, the whole river would run, 
red. to ‘the ocean. } 

One is provoked be enormous. wigkedneds ; but one is. 
ashamed a and humiliated at the view of human baseness. ft 
afflicts. me, _ therefore, to ‘see, a, gentleman. of Sir J. ye ‘$j 
education and | talents, Yor the mate of a red ninnd and a paltry 
BS mean enough to style such a * ****** his master, 
wear his livery, « and hold himself ready at his command even: 
to cut the throats ‘of fellow- -subjects. » This makes it impos~ 
sible for me to end my letter with the civility of a compli-’ 
ment, and obliges. me to subscribe myself simply, 


SMe Ogmel Ab a) itd dLoae Rigual dS onesyh ait 
» | 6) «8. . «whom you are pleased to style a pirate, 


Ps Leon ¢ ai pA} bhag =} 


*. Aneedote of Paul Jones.—After' Jones’s crew had landed 
at Lord Selkirk’s, stripped the house of the plate, and taken it~ 
on board, the ship lay-to, while Jones wrote a letter to his lord- 
ship; which he sent on shore. Tu this letter he candidly acknow- 
ledged. that he meant to have seized him, and: to have detained’ 
him as.a person of much consequence to him in case of a cartel; 
but disclaimed any concern in taking away his plate ;;, which, he: 
said, was done by the crew, in spite of his remonstrances; who, 
said they were, determined to, be. repaid: for the hardships and 
dang ers. they had encountered. in Kirkcudbright Bay, and. in. 
age to set fire, a few days before, to the shipping i in the 

r of Whitehaven. - Tones: however informed his lordship, 
that he td secured all the plate, and would certainly. return it. 
to him at a convenient ‘opportunity. This he afterwards putic-, 
tually ‘performed, by sending it to Lord Selkirk’s banker, it 


— 
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(aca? yty 


Dr Seawlean hada ereat ject of the. effects., 
to, be produced, by suitable writings in the public, 
prints, as will: appear from the followmg lettre 
pe ~<a Mh 


Passy, June 13, 1782. 


OPO AR - deceit eh eit 7; 


ee | congratulate you on ‘the late yevolution j in 
your public affairs. 7 Much good may arise from 
it, thoug eh. possibly. not all that. good men, and 
even the new. ministers themselves, may have. 
wished or expected. The change, however, in. the 
sentiments of the nation, dn which I see. evident 
effects of your writings, with those of our deceased: 
friend Mr. Burgh, and others of cur valuable club, 


should encourage you, to proceed. ‘The ancient | 


Roman and Greek orators could only, speak, to 


the number of citizens capable of being assembled. 
within the reach of their voice; their writings had 
little effect, because the bulk of the people could 
not read, Now by the press we can speak to na- 
tions ; ss and good books, and. well-written. ‘pam- 
phlets, have. great and gener al. influence. The 
facility with which the same truths may. be repeat- 
edly enforced by placing them in different lights, 
in newspapers which are everywhere read,’ gives: a 


Vib | 


thy Any p person who “doubts. the tacks ‘may be ai 
of its reality, by referring to the addenda to Gilpin’s Tour to the 
Lakes of Scotland, where they will find it authenticated by Lord 
Selkirk himself. - : 


| 


: 
) 
. 
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oiretit chance of (eas biehing them. And we now 
find, that’ it is not! nly right to’ strike while’ the 
sity hot, but that it’is wety practicable to heat it 
by continual striking: PEO Th Aa Of hiss nie 
ee ee * * PO Oe 
Wey >} 

In the Si oll of J une, 1782, Mr. Jones, after- 
wards Sir William J ones, 80° eminently distin- 
suished for his virtues, genus, and learning, came 
to Paris, accompanied by the late’ Mr. Paradise, 
with the intention of proceeding thence to Ame~ 
rica.’ These gentlemen had been long connected 
by a most intimate friendship, and the object of 
this journey is stated by Lord ‘Teignmouth (in his 
life of the former) to have been “ professional, to 
procure the restitution of a very large estate of a 
client and friend, which had been attached by an 
order of the States, who had threatened the confis- 
cation of the property unless the owner appeared 
in person to claim it.” His lordship adds, “ This 
object is mentioned by Mr. Jones in his correspon- 
dence, and his own evidence will be conclustve 
against some surmises and insinuations, which were 

7 propagated respecting the motives of his intended 
journey. The irresolution of his friend, increased 
by indisposition, prevented the execution of the 
plan, and Mr. Jones, after having procured a pass- 
port from F ranklin, ‘the American minister at the 
court of France, retwned to England through 
N ormandy and Holland,” ” Of Sir William Jones’s 


7: 
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-account of shis motives for going to America, 
‘as given by him to his friends in England, he 
editor has no knowledge; but at Passy,: where:he 
and Mr. Paradise frequently partook of the hospi- 
talities ‘and ‘conversation of Dr. Franklin; Mr. 
“Jones assigned no other motive for his intended 
voyage, than that of accompanying his friend, and 
gratifying his curiosity by seeing-a’ country” for 
whose rights he’ had been a decided advocate. 
‘Mr. Paradise had never been the’ client of Mr. 
Jones, notwithstanding their friendship; he having - 
never been engaged in any lawsuit in England, nor 
had he the smallest need of a lawyer in America, 
where nothing more was required than his:presence 
to avoid the penalty to which absent proprietors 
residing in’ a country ‘at that time hostile, were 
made liable, unless they came to the United: States 
within a limited time ;a penalty which Mr. Para- 
dise did. in fact avoid, without any lawyer, and 
even without going to America, until nearly five 
years after the war had terminated. It could-not — 
therefore have been a professional object which at- 
tuated Sir Wilham Jones in this undertaking ; and 
in faet, by some expressions which escaped from 
him in a conversation. with Mr. Jay: (one of the 
American »plenipotentiaries), the latter strongly — 
suspected, that; the real purpose of this imtended d 
visit to the United: States, was to endeavor to pro- 
‘duce a disposition in persons of influence there; to , 
accept a. reconciliation with Great Britain, en | 
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terms more favorable, or less: humiliating,  thati 
those of absolute independency; and this suspicion 
soon after received a strong confirmation in the 
mind of Mr. Jay, upon his accidentally noticitig in 
® printed account'of the then» recent proceedings 
of the “society for constitutional information,” 
which had been incautiously put into his hands by 
Mr; Jones, a:communication: madé bythe latter to 
this séciety,! of ‘his intention to’ ledive England. 
speedily on & mission gtéatly connected with the 
imterests and welfaré of his country: As the éditor 
has not'been able to’ procuré this: publication; he 
eannot’ pretend to give any thing more’ than’ the 
import of the words ef this:.communication, which 
however made so strong an impression upon Mr. 
Jay, that-he took the first opportunity: of writing: 
to his friends in congress, &eé: to put thém on’ their 
gudrd against any attempts: of Mr. Jones’ for 
the purpose before-mentioned. » Probably this com- 
munication gave rise to. the i surmises and insinua- 
tions” mentionéd. by Lord Teignmouth. In fact, 
Mr. Paradise was not in any want of a lawyer, 
and especially an English lawyer; nor was his 
_ estate’ in Virginia of thé magnitude supposed by 
Lord ‘Teignmouth, nor his finances in such a state 
as to enable him to defray the expenses of the 
voyage intended by Mr. Jones, and. much less :to 
afford him.a compensation. for Jeaving his ‘then 
_ mereasing professional: business in England: » But 
whatever: may have been Mr, Jones’s object in 

. 
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going | to America; the failure of it, by —Mr.Para- 
dise’s timidity and unwillingness to proceed fur- 
ther, after they had reached Nantes, was so dis- 


pleasing to, Mr. Jones, that it there produced a 


separation, and final termination of all intercourse 
‘between these eeentleng nti: the remainder - 
“their lives. fi witaomdumnbh ldcbalnee 
While at Paris; Mr. i ones. asa ‘itd the hpntdo of 
Dr. Franklin the following composition; entitled, 
A FracMent or Potysivs, which certainly was 
well calculated to promote that sort of reconcilia- 
tion which i is supposed to have been the real object 
_of his intended, voyage to the United. States, and. 
which, from, its intrinsic merits, as well as the cele- 
brity of. the author, will,.it is presumed, be, accept- 
able to the readers of these memoirs. If to be con- 
sidered as a diplomatic document, it is undoubtedly 
of avery apes cast. ~The ailustong are: evident, 


‘ie J 


“A FRAGMENT OF 


‘POLYBIUS. 


| t aeyh his Treatise On the Athenian Government. 

rg nna a woah been, an a. object rr universal ae 
' tion, and consequently of envy.; . her navy was invincible, her 
commerce extensive ; Europe and Asia supplied her ‘with 
wealth; of her citizens, all were intrepid, many. virtuous ; 
but some too'much ‘infécted with principles unfavorable to 
freedom... Hence an oligarchy was, in great measure, esta- 
_ blished; crooked counsels »were, thought supreme wisdom ; 
and the ‘Athenians, having lost.their true ‘relish for their own 


‘ 
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freedom,, began to’attack that of their colonies, and of the 
states | which. they had before protected ! Their arrogant 
claims of unlimited cominion had compelled the Chians, 
Coans, Rhodians, Lesbians, to join with nine other small 
‘communities in the social war, which they began with inédn« 
-céivable ‘ardor, and continied’ with industry: surpassing’ all 
example, and ‘almost surpassing belief.» : They. were» openly 
assisted by Mausolus, king of Caria, to whose metropolis the 
-united.islands had sent .a philosopher, named, Lleutherion, 
eminent, for, the deepest know ledge of. nature, | the! most solid 
judgment, most approved virtue, and most ardent zeal for the 
cause of general liberty. The war had been’ supported for 
three years with infinite exertions of valor on both sides, with 
deliberate firmness on the part:of’ the’ allies, and with una- 
‘bated violence on the part of.'the Athenians; who had, 
‘pevertheléss, dispatched ‘commissioners: to Rhodes, ‘with’’in- 
tent to ‘propose terms, of accommodation; but. the :states 
(perhaps too pertinaciously) refused .to. hear any. proposal 
whatever without a previous recognition.of their total inde- 
pendence by the magistrates and people of ArHEeNs. It 
was not long after this, that an Athenian, who had been a 
pupil of [seus together with :=Demosthenes, and began to be 
known in his country as a. pleader of causes, was led by 
some affairs of his clients to the capital of Caria. Fle was a 
man unauthorised, unemployed, unconnected ;, independent 
in his circumstances as much as in his principles; admitting 
no ‘governor, under providence, but'the laws; and no laws 
but those which justice and virtue haddictated, which wis- 
dom approved, which his country had freely enacted. He 
had been known at Athens to the sage Eleutherion; and, 
their acquaintance being renewed, he sometimes ‘took ‘occa- 

~ sion in their conversations to lament the increasing calamities 
of war, and to express his*eager desire of making a general 
“+ peace'on such terms as would produce the! greatest good from 
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the greatest evil; for “ this,” said he, “would be \a\work 
not unworthy of the divine attributes, and if mortals could 
effect it, they would act like those beneficent beings, whom 
Socrates believed to. be the. constant b intends and Boeeg sian 
ofi our dpekiess ii fidr deli (oss aio | ‘Dy 

_ He added, “ As to thd sis nations, "3 sieve idenibe, 
anc almost» envy them: I am-even tempted to wish that I~ 
had:been born a Chian ora Rhodian; but let: them be satis- 
fed with the prize of virtue which they have already obtained. 

I will yield to none of your countrymen; my: friend, in my 
love of liberty; but she seems more lovely to my eyes, when 
she ‘comes hand-in-hand: with peace. Frony that union we 
¢an expect nothing but the highest happiness of which our 
nature is capable; and it'is an union, which nothing now 
obstructsybut—a mere word. © 

_© Let the confederates be contented: sith the saivtsaione of 
that. independence’ which. they have — aud’ the hone 
will necessarily follow. sso 0 ev TueE Ge wipe) - 

< Let themnot hurt the natural, and, sietihiin not: répré- 
hensible, pride of Athensy nor:demand« any concession that 
may sink in the eyes: of Greece, a nation ‘to whom they are 
and must be united m language, in blood, in mammers, in 
interest, in principles: Glory is toa nation what reputation 
is to.an individual: it is mot'an empty sound ; but important 
and essential.. It will be:glorious in Athens'to acknowledge 
her error mattempting to reduce the islands, but an acknow- 
ledgmentiof her mability to reduce them (ifiishe be unable) 
will be too pubhc a confession of weakness, and her rank 
among the states of Greece will instantly be lowered. 

_.« But, whatever I might advise, if my advice had: any 
chance of being taken, this I know, and positively pronounce, 
that while Athens is Athens, her proud but’ brave citizens will 
never expressly recognise’ they independence: of the: islands’: 
their resources are ng doubt exhaustible, but will:not be ex- 
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hausted in the lives of us and of our children... ‘In. this:reso- 
lution all parties agree: I, who am. of no party, dissent from 
them ; but what is a single voice, in so vast a multitude 2, Yet 
the independence of the United States was tacitly acknow- 
ledged by the very offer of terms, and it would result an 
silence from the natural operation of the treaty... An express 
acknowledgment of it is merely formal with respect to. the 
allies; but the prejudices of mankind have mate it substan- 
tial with respect to Athens...) 444,05 ei ght 
« “ Let this obstacle be removed : ai macarerin ek fatal 
-and, while it lasts, drahsandle and. ten, thousands will perish. 
In war much will always depend upon blind chance, anda 
storm or sudden fall of snow may fcustrate all your efforts 
for liberty; but let commissioners from both sides meet, ‘and 
the islanders, by not: insisting onva preliminary recognition 
of independence,. will aliématelyestablish itifor ever. 

_ & But independence is not .disunion.s » Chios, Cos, Lesbos, 
Rhodes, are united, but wndependent»on eachother : they 
are connected by a common tie; but have different: forms:and 
different constitutions. ‘They are:gems of various colors.and 
various properties’ strung. in» one: bracelet. «Such an union 
can only be made between states, which, how widely soever 
they differ in form, agree inoue common property, freedom. 
Republics may form: alliances, but not a federal uncon, with 
arbitrary monarchies. Were Athens governed by the will of 
a lie nae could iniaver be: op fnotinighas with’ ones free 
Poo A but shin is idea shall be siind 4 by aah “iii ies 
1s, by the will of the people, which is the only aw. Her 
Archon, even when hie was perpetual, had no essential pro- 
perties of monarchy... The constitution of -Athens, if we 
- must define it; was'then a republic with a perpetual admi- 
nistrator of its laws. Between Athens, therefore, and the 
freest states in the world, an wniow may naturally be formed. 
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“4 There is a natural union between her and the islands, 
which the gods have made, and which the powers of hell 
cannot’ dissolve.’ Men’ speaking the same idiom, educated 
in the same manner, perhaps in the same place ; proféssing — 
the same principles ; sprung from the same ancestors, in no 
very Femiote degree ;and'related ‘to ‘each other in'a’ thousand 
iibdeiaP>cotibatipathiey” ‘affinity, and friendship, such’ men 
(whatever they may. say” “through a temporary ‘resentment) 3 
can never in their hearts consider ‘one’ anotheras’ ali ens. rsd 
“1 Let them’ meet then ‘with’ “fraternal! ‘and’ pacific ‘disposi’ 
tons ae this’ be ni i groundwork’ and: ae of the 
ie | or | | 
iff ‘The: sical shall be included in thebpaditiodtions and. 
: sas such advantages as will» induce them ‘to consent ‘to it 
treaty rather than continue’a‘hazardous war.)80 0) 
apderwagowd Pues oll. louvic marae tug oe SL ee 
off The. steht sisal fine Sinsdicutcdiee ‘of vice ‘shall 
bank a complete recognition of rights of ‘all the-Athenian 
citizens of all orders whatever, and all. former laws for that 
purpose shall be combinedvim one, 'There’shall not be one 
slave in Attica. vert : 
| EPO Le ROMER P=) ae bet J 
ht “© By. makes this a preliminary, the isfiders will show 
their affection for the people ‘of Athens ; their friendship will 
be :cemented: and-fixed on: a :solid:basis sand? the’ wreatest 
good will be extracted, as. I at first proposed; a sia 
est eeil.] | } dir: . 
lb eb SO ae dae W eri ji Pg, ase Seer TENE 
é ‘There shall be a perfect. sa:ecinetiamiekcaneiielate 
and the thirteen united. islands, they. considering her, not as’ a 
parent; whom, they mustyebcy, but as an elder sister, whom) 
they, cannot, help /oviag, and, to.whom they shall, give pre- 
eminence of honor and, co-equality.of, powers cooly eel) 
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Het td a) 09 oft) Hatt je AN pei coe Vee Bly Thy Silo. 

“ The new sv agreninegetd of. the, scialaducatar jslands, shall, 
remains, : Ste TE “Vey br Sx ad sees Tah — 
er rep ay af iyd bayey ty Peevey Leal galt 


vid ‘One vevery occasion, requiring acts for the pies. wii 
yah shall be an assembly of deputies, from the, senate of: 
Athens and the congress of the islands, who shall fairly adjust 
the whole business, :and settle the ratio.of the contributions on 
both. sides. This. committee shall: consist of fifty islanders 
and fifty Athenians. or of a smaller, number, chosen by. 
them. . mn 
, VI. 
~ If it be thought necessary and found convenient, a pro- 
portionable number of Athenian citizens shall have seats, and 
power of debating:and: voting on. questions of common con- 
cern, in the great assembly of the islands, and a proportiona- 
ble number of islanders shall, sit with» the likespower in the 


assembly at Athens. ««..> HOCMRAOIR, Gidiqn dO . i, somay 
taf? not asian! wa a ) ue 

wit CT teenprocal representation will ‘cement the union] 
«There shall be 1 no ls Be to make war but for thd 

common interest, nat VSG Fae? OHA eat eS 

ee Coutitiehoss shall. venerth ina. fain course, : for. the general 
advantage of, the. united;powers. 16 4 sh jh dy .0ns oa it oo 
LX. athe, 


« An universal unlimited amnesty shall be proclaimed in 
every part of Greece and Asia. x 
_ «¢ This,’ said the Athenian, ‘is the rough sketch of a trea- 
ty founded on virtue and liberty. ‘The idea of it still fills and 
expands my soul; and af it cannot be realised, I shall not think 
it less glorious, but shall only grieve’ more ‘and more at the 
perverseness of mankind. May the eternal Being, whom the 
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wise and the virtuous adore, and whose attribute it is to-con= 
vert into good that evil which his unsearchable wisdom per- 
_ mits,, inspire all ranks ‘of men to promote either this’ ora” 
similar plan ! Tf, this; be impracticable, O miserable human 
nature |" But I am fully confident that, if * ** more at 
large ee happiness of all? | | ate 
Hp SAS WE MOOG gE SQLS ea eae 

s4e: “No more is extantof this interesting piece, yupon which hi 
commentary! of the! sage a would aaa -particu-— 
larly, valuable im these times.) ©) {6h eT em 


This classical and ingenious “Tiriedbtaeac tt 
not divert Dr. Franklin’s fixed sentiments respect- 
ing the perfect independence of his country, as. 
fully appears by several of his letters written imme- 
diately after to America, and particularly in one to 
Mr. Seeretary Livingston, of the’ 28th June, 1782,” 
wherein’ he remarks, that’ the intentions of ‘the 
British ministry had, for ‘some ‘weeks past, ap- 
péared somewhat equivocal and uncertain, and 
adds: It looks as if, since their late “success in 
the West Indies, they a little repented of the ad- 
vances they had made ‘in their declarations respect- 
ing "the acknowledgment of our independence ; and 
we have eood information, that some of the 
ministry still flatter the kimg with the hope’ of 
recovering ‘his ‘sovereignty over us, on the same 
terms as are now making with Treland. ——However 
willing we might have been at the commencement, , 
of this, contest to have, accepted such, conditions, - 
be, assured, that .we can;have no’ safety in them at 
present. “Lhe sking: hates us ‘most cordially.’ “At” 
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he is once admitted to any degree of power or 
government . amongst) us, however limited) at) wilk 
soon be extended by corruption, artifice, and force, | 
till we are reduced to absolute subjection ; and the 
more easily, as by receiving him again for our king, 
we shall draw upon ourselves the, contempt of all 
Europe, who now, admire and respect us; and shall 
never again find a friend to assist.us.) There are, 
as reported, great divisions in the ministry on other 
points as well as this; and. those who aim at en- 
grossing the power, flatter the king with this pro- 
ject of reunion. ; ; and it is said, have much reliance 
gn the operation of private agents, sent, into America, 
to dispose minds in, favor, of it, and; to, bring about 
a separate treaty there with,General Carleton.” » 
Streng suspicions were. undoubtedly. entertained: 
by some ef the American commissioners, that Mr. 
Jones, under the particular influence of his friendand. | 
patron Lord Shelburne (then minister)," had really. 
agreed to. lend the assistance of his talents and. exer- - 
tions in aid of this objects How far such “ surmises” 


x The fanoNine aneedote k has appeared i in an American publi 
cation. |» | : 
“* Immediately after the death of ‘Lord wba iii the king 
said.to Lord Shelburne, ‘1 will be plain with you: the point © 
next my heart, and which Tam determined, be the. consequence 
what it may, never to relinquish, but with my crown and life, is 
to prevent a a total unequivocal. recognition of the independence of 
America, Promise to’support me on ‘this ground, ‘and I will 
leave you inmolested: on every other;'and with full power as the 
ptime minister of this kingdom.’—The bargain was struck.” | 
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are borne out by what has preceded, is left to pub- 
lic decision!’ On‘ his return to England, however) 
Mr. Jones thus expresses his sentiments on ‘the 
subject of America, in a letter to Lord Althorp, 
dated Oct. 5, 1782, as given by Lord Teignmouth. 
“ As to America, 1 know not what * **** thinks: — 
but this I know, that the sturdy transatlantic yeo+ 
manry will neither be dragooned nor bamboozled aut 
of their veg“ PA RAE ORLA eT Se SEI eh aD 


pee fneshtisinsinend fot peace : swith Agelardial had 
been going on at Passy, either directly or indi- 
rectly, ever since the late change of ministry i 
England. The particulars of the whole of these im- 
portant transactions, and the letters and documents’ - 
connected therewith, will be found in Part TIT. of | 
Dr. Franklin’s Privare CorresPonDENCcE; which 
has been specially. allotted to the Negotiations for 
Peace and Commerce between Great Britain and the 
United States of America, for the reasons already 
given... In this: portion of the memoirs of Dr. 
Franklin will be seen the very considerable in- — 
fluence which that able statesman and negotiater 
exercised in bringing about the peace with Ameri- 
ca, and. the final acknowledgment of her Si ay 
ence by Great Britain.. _ 

It may not, however, be per dae or uninter- 
esting here, to-insert the following-extracts from — 
two letters’ of Dr, Franklin’s, written shortly after 
the preliminaries were signed, as they give a general 
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account of the mannet in ‘which the peace was 


brought about, and are expressive of; his. feelings 
and. sentiments on that auspicious event. 


“To THE How. ‘Roperr R: PR eth okt Ese. 
Tt Pussy, Dec. 5, 1782. 
"LLY ou Udsire 'to be very particularly a¢quaint- 
éd with “every step which tends to a negotiation.” 
I'am therefore encouraged to send you the first 
part of the JourRNAL,' which accidents, and a long 
severe illness, interrupted ; but which, from notes I 
have by me, may be continued if thought proper. 
In its present state, it is hardly fit for the cena 
of congress, certainly not for public view. “I con: 

fide it therefore to your prudence. u 

The arrival of Mr. Jay, Mr. rane an “Mr. 
Laurens, relieved me from much anxiety, which 
must have continued if I had been left to finish the 
treaty alone ; and it has given me the more satis- 
faction, as I am sure the business has Nee by 
their assistance. 

‘Much of the summer was taken up in objecting 
to the powers given by Great Britain, and in 
removing those objections. The using any expres- 
sions that might imply an acknowledgment of our 
independence, seemed, at first, industriously to be 
avoided. But our refusing otherwise to treat, at 
length induced.them to get over that difficulty ; 
eae then we came to the’ ieee: — ns a 
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tions. ‘Those made’ by Mr. Jay and, me,. before the 
arrival of the other.gentlemen, you wil. find in the 
paper, No, 1.) which was.sent, by. the, British ,pleni- 
potentiary - to London 4 for, the king's. consideration. 
After some weeks, an. under-secretary of state, Mrs 
Strachey, arrived, with whom we had much, cen- 
testation. about, the, boundaries and other articles 
which he proposed : we settled. some, which, he 
carried, to. London,,. and returned with. the. propo- 
sitions; some adopted, others. omitted « oraltered,. 
and. new ones added ; which you will see in. paper 
No,. 2 : We spent many, days: in, discussing and, 
disputing, and. at length agreed on.and signed the 
Peepiminanies; which you will receive, by this. 
conveyance,, The British, ministers struggled. hard’ 
for two. points ; ; that the favors granted to the royal- 
ists. should be extended, and our fishery contracted, 

We silenced. them on..the first, by threatening to 
produce an account of the mischiefs. done by those 
people ; and as to the second, when they told us 
they could not possibly agree to it as we required 
it, and must refer it to the ministry in London, we 
produced a new article , to be referred. at the same 
time, with a. note. of. facts i in support ¢ of it, which. 
you | have. No.3 __ Apparently. it, seemed that, ta 
avoid the discussi ion n. n of this, they qnsigen changed, 
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theirminds, dropped the design of recurring to Lon- 
don, and agreéd to allow the fishery as demanded. ' 

You will'find in the preliminaries some inaccu- 
rate/and ambiguous expressions that want expla- 
nation, and which may be explained in the defini- 
tive treaty. “And as the British ministry excluded 
eur proposition relating to commerce, and the 
American prohibition of that with England may 
not be understood to cease merely by our conclud- 
ing a treaty of peace, perhaps we may then, if the 
congress shall think fit to direct it, obtain some 
compensation for the injuries done’ us, as a condi- 
tion of our opening again the trade. Every one 
of the present British ministry has, while in the 
minority, declared the war against us wajust ; and 
nothing is clearer in reason, than that those who 
injure others by an unjust war, should make full 
reparation. They have stipulated, ‘too, in these 
preliminaries, that in evacuating our towns they 
shall carry off no plunder, which is a kind of 
acknowledgment that they ought not to have done 
it before. | 

The reason’ given us for ity the article 
relating to commerce, was, that some statutes were 
in the ° way, which must be repealed béfore a treaty 
of that kind could well be formed; and that this 
was a matter to be considered in. Baltiaiith, i : 

‘They wanted to bring their boundary. idea to 
the Ohio, and to settle their loyalists:in the’ [l/inois 
country. We did not choase such neighbors. 
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‘We communicated all the articles, a8 soon as 
they were signed, to Mons. le Comte de Vergennes, 
(except the Separate one) who thinks we have ma- 
naged well, anid told' me,—that we had settled 
what was most apprehended as a difficulty in the 
work ofa general peace, by ig ego the declare a- 


ee 
oe of our Bag iseemnpyion vhs (aM oot 
HLT, TD va, Pf [FHeo .SBieiey itt. £0 Dae? AE aR 


ay am now near entering my seventy-éighth year. 
Public. business has engrossed fifty of them. I 
wish, for’ the little time I have left, to be my own 
master. If I live to see this peace concluded, I 
shall beg: leave to remind the congress of their 
promise’ then to dismiss me. I shall be happy to 
omg with old Simeon, “ Now lettest thou thy ser. 
‘want depart in peace, ig mine he srs sania seen Wing sal- 
vation.” ‘ 
~ With great esteem, rng OB: rrislinaibiiee 


“To ‘Dr. Cooper. 
Sia ; ‘on ,' . Passy, Dec. 26, 1782 
%* & % * * * 5, oe a 
-’ We have taken some good steps here ears 
peace. Our independence is acknowledged’; our 
boundaries 4s good and extensive as we demanded ; 
and our fishery more so than the congress expected. 
T hope the whole preliminaries will be approved, 
and with the definitive treaty, when made, give 
entire satisfaction to our country. “But there are 
SO many interests to be considered between five 


_ 
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nations, atk ‘$0 ‘many claims to aafucly ‘hat z ean 
hardly flatter myself to see the peace soon con- 
cluded, though I wish and pray for it, and use my — 
best.endeavors to promote it. 

_I am. extremely sorry to, hear lankene fie 
Afiericans en this sidé the water, and to hear of 
such language from your side, as tends to hurt the 
good understanding that has hitherto so. happily 
subsisted between this court and ours. There 
seems to be. a party with you that wish to destroy 
it. If they could succeed, they would do us itre- 
parable injury. It is our firm connexion with 
France that gives us weight with, England, and 
respect throughout Europe... If we were to break 
our faith with this nation, on whatever pretence, Eng- 
land would agam trample on us, and every other 
nation despise us. We cannot, therefore, be too 
much on our guard, how we permit the private 
resentments of particular persons to enter into our 
_ public counsels. Yow will hear mucly of an inter- 
cepted letter communicated to us by the British 
ministry." ‘The charinel ought to be suspected. 
It may have received additions. and alterations; 
but, supposing it all genuine, the forward, mistaken 
zeal of a secretary of legation should not be imputed 
tot the king, who has in so many ways proved him- 
self our faithful, and firm friend and ally. 

am my opinion, mines true apology interest, of Amé- 


oe 


, ¥ See Bava ee esich, Part ee p. 324. Vol. ii. 
$vo. ed. * 
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rica consists in observing and: fulfilling, with the 
ereatest exactitude, the engagements of our alliance 
with France; and behaving at’ the same! time to- 
wards England, so as not eee? ‘to extinguish. 
her hopes of'a reconciliation, \°\09 10.4 9) Josue 

I long to see you and my ae once‘more 
before I die, pain iain fin dear friend, “yours most 
ricunganredi igiia! , kta od w, BRANES 

itt siniantns aE of th ae aie to the 
Hon. Rob. R. Livingston, Dr. Franklin thts no- 
tices the commencement of the negotiation ordered 
by eongress to be opened with the court of Sweden. 

“© As> soon ‘as: I-received. the commission ‘and — 

instructions for treating with Sweden, I waited on 
its ambassador here, who told me he daily expect- 
ed a couriér on that'subject.' Yesterday he wrote 
a note to acquaint me, that he would call on me 
to-day, having something to ‘communicate. Being 
obliged to go to Paris, I waited on him, when he 
showed. me the full powers he had just received, — 
and I showed him’mine. “We agreed to meet on 
Wednesday next, exchange copies, and ‘proceed to 
business. His commission has some polite’ ex- 
pressions init; viz. ‘That his’ Majesty thought it 
for the good of-his subjects to enter intoa'tréaty 
of amity and commerce’ with the: United: States of 
America, who had established their independence, 
so justly merited by their courage and constancy; 
or to that: effect. JIimagine this treaty will soon 
be completed.” - : ue 
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. iy Phisvactually: took-place about-four months after- 
wards, (April 3dj.1783,) whens a. treatys ofsamity 
and, commerce between the United States of Ame- 

ticaand Sweden, was concluded and signed by the 
respective plenipotentiaries, |: peer xe i and the 

Caovntde, Keutasss (var ire voy 2 6f gtol i 

Not, long, after, this transaction; nD Franklin 
received; the following letter from »thex Swedish 
chargé. d’affaires, afterwards. ambassador at the 
court of France, (Baron. de Staél) announcing ‘the 
reception. from his court, of the ratification of the 
treaty, and renewing the request made-hy the: late 
ambassador, . Count de,Krutz,, (intended no: doubt 
asa compliment. to, Dr..Fr anklin,). relative to Mr, 
Franklin being appointed, by. congress: resident, mi- 
nister at the court of Sweden, where the Count 

then, bei the suse. - prime minister.; 9... 


nye SON s Hxonuisce M. asdckinsin 

. ebay fyi, ' Paris, le.13.Juin, 1783. 
ices _ Je viens. esi receyoir la ratification. de sa 
Majesté, du, traité de commerce, conclu avec. les 
Etats. Unis; laquelle jaurai-Thonneur de. vous 
remettre aussitét qu’elle pourra sik Aspanshenda 
trenelleidujcangrsepivica’t averse ie! 
y Permettez, Monsieur, que je, vous snore v aise 
occasion, la, demande, sque -Mons. Vambassadeur 
(le, Comte.de. Kratz) vous a faite, au sujet de Mon-. 
sieur Franklin, votre petit- fils. at a eu Vhonneur de 
vous dire, que. le, Roi verr oit avec plaisir résider 
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auprés . de lui, en qualité de ministre du congrés, 
uné personne qui’ porte votre nom); et y joint des 
qualités aussi estimables que le jeune M. Franklin. 
Avant de partir,* il m’a chargé de ‘vous répétersla 
méme assurance; et vous me permettrez d’y ajouter 
les ‘veux que je fais en mon’ ap hoartit paians rhe 
réussite devetieaffewes in ctw sdtobreik (a 
» Jai Vhonneur d’étre avec Vestime et Thal cit 
les plus parfaits’et sree ane Sew ais 
ss ea prenens parte nes sane DE ‘onan } 
Be F ables henlys esis iininilisbiania thie 
request to the American secretary for foreign affairs’ 
(R. R. Livingston, Esq.) in ‘his official. sie of 


= 22d nil 1783, as follows: 5 451. 
* eos Se pi Cian Pero bath 23 pain “: 


—*« You mention that an entire new arrange-. 
ment with respect to foreign affairs, is under con- 
sideration. I wish to know, whether any notice is 
likely to be taken in it of my grandson. He has 
now gone through an apprenticeship of near seven 
years in the ministerial business, and is’ very capa-_ 
ble of serving the States in that line, as possessing. 
all the requisites of knowledge, zeal, activity, lan- 
guage, and address. He is well liked here, and 
Count de Vergennes has expressed 'to me inwarm. 

terms his very good opinion of him. ‘The’ late: 
Swedish ambassador, Count de Krutz, who is gone 

home’ to be prime minister, desired I would endea-. 
vor to procure his “being sent to’ Sweden. ‘with a: | 
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public: character, ‘assuring me. that. he should. be 
glad to receive him there as,our minister, and,that 
he knew! it ‘would be pleasing to the king: The. 
present Swedish ambassador has also proposed: the 
same thing to:me;:as you will»see by adetter of his, 
which I enclose. One of the Danish ministers, 
Mr. Waltersdorff, who will probably. be sent:in.a 
public ‘character to congress, has. also, expressed 
his wish that. my grandson. may be sent. to, Den- 
mark, But itis not’ my custom to solicit employ- 
ments for myself or any of my family, and I shall 
not do it in this case... I only hope,, that if he is 
net employed in your new arrangement, I, may. be 
informed of it as soon. as possible ;. that while I 
have strength left for it,)/Imay accompany, him.in * 
2 tour to Italy, returning through Germany, which 
I think he may make to more advantage with me 
than alone, and which [ have long promised. to 
afford him, as a reward: for his sfanteiel service, and. 
his tender filial attachment to me.” bit, we tall 
- ‘These intimations, from. foreign ei and ‘ves 
_ honorable and satisfactory testimony from one,who 
had rendered the most, eminent services to his 
country, ; were unnoticed by the American govern- 
ment ;they are, however, no mean consolation to 
the object. of them... tee 
ninibently: after signing the is ‘aie "08 
eace. with..Great Britain, Mr. Oswald’s functions 
ceased:;), and, a. change in administration. taking 
place, David. Hartley, Esq. was appointed. minister, 
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plenipotentiary, and repaired to Paris, invested, as 
expressed in his commission, with full powers there 
to meet,and confer with the ministers of the United 
States of. America, duly, authorised, for the.pur- 
pose of ..perfectingy and establishing the peace, 
friendship, and good understanding, so, happily. 
commenced; and for opening, . promoting, and 
rendering perpetual,. the mutual, intercourse, of 
trade .and. commerce. between. ,the,,British , domi- 
nions and the United States.of, America. . 

Several private. communications had. ‘oboe. pen 
relative to these objects, between, Dr, Franklin and 
Mr, Hartley, preyious to. the. latter, receiving. his 
appointment ; these, together with, the subsequent 
propositions and. yarious. transactions. that. occur- 
red, after. the-respective, plenipotentiaries had. ex- 
changed their full powers, will be seen. in. that 
Part of the Privare CorreEsPONDENCE allotted 
to the negotiations in general, ..Those with Mr. 
Hartley proceeded very slowly, owing. principally — 
to his conceiving it necessary to send every propo- 
sition, either of his own or the American minister's, 
to his court for their approbation, and their delay 
in answering. Eventually, the English ministry. 
would not agree.to any of. the, propositions; that 
had been made,on either. side ;.and. sent, over a 
project for the definitive treaty, consisting merely. of 
the. preliminaries formerly signed,, with a,,short 
introductory paragraph, and.an article, atthe con-. | 
clusion, confirming and ratifying the said articles.» 
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aa inding néthing’ ‘could! be’ deter mined “pon” at 
that time with respect to commercial regulations, 
the’ American ministers, ‘in’ order’ to” ccetinnatee the 
affair, agreed to’sign the plaw offeréd them by’ Mr. 
Hartley; as the Durrnitive Treary 3 which ae 
cordingly” Gun A geese at Parig on the 3d of sig 
tember, iooeae tree “Se UE, eae ae 

' This business’ being de stsiamael and Dr. 
Franklin not receiving any answer whatever from 
congress to his repeated official applications to be 
recalled, and his ‘anxiety to return home increasing 
with his age and infirmities, he addressed a private 
request to the same effect to his friend General — 
Mifflin, then president of congress, in’ order, 
through his interposition and influence, to obtain 
the wished-for object. The following is a copy of 


‘To nts Excretnency Txos. Mirrtin, Ese. © 
APE -. PresipentT or Coneress.” | 

COAG S19 T 2S? OP Repay 3 

aD rAR Sma OAD 28) UP, Ded: B6) 17882 
-_ -T congratulate you’ very smeerely' on your 
appointment to that very” “hotiorable ‘station; ‘thé 
_ presidency of congress. Every° testimony you 
réceive of the: ‘public sense of Sbengh isin ip 
talents, gives me pleasure. | | 

“T have written to”: 0 you a long letter on business, 
in'wy quality of mitiister. This is a private letter, 
respecting my persoiial coticeriis, which I presume 
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. to ‘trouble you with on the . score “apt our. ancient 
 feiendship. . 

In a letter of the 12th of March, 1781, f x stated? 
my age and mfirmities to the congress, and. re- 
quested they would be pleased to recal me, that. I 
might enjoy the little left me of the evening of 
life in repose, and in the sweet society of. my: 
friends and family. Iwas answered by the then 
president, that when peace should be made, if I 
persisted in the same request, it should be granted: 
I acquiesced: the preliminaries were signed in 


November, 1782, and I then repeated my petition.” 


A year is past, and I have no answer. Undoubt- 

edly, if the congress should think my continuing 
here necessary for the public. service, I ought as a 
good citizen to ‘submit to their judgment and plea- 
sure; but as they may easily supply my place: to- 
advantage, that cannot be the case; I suppose, 
therefore, that it is merely the multiplicity of more 
important affairs. that has put my request out of 
their mind. What I would: then desire of you. is, 

to pat this matter in train to be moved and an-. 
swered as soon as possible, that I ae arrange may, 
affairs accordingly. 


In the first. letter above BPS ‘to hick 11 


beg leave to refer you, I gave a character, of my 


— 


om » See Priv. Corr: Part I. ea Pyke 


4 aati | 4 


2 See. Letter to Robt. R. Livingston, Esq. of Dee. 5, 7a, 
Priv. Corr. Vistltl, ce ny Ineo je ah % 


ae ee ee 
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- grandson, William Temple Franklin, and solicited 
for him the favor and protection of | cong SS. I 
have nothing to abate of that character } ‘on ae 
contrary, : think him so much improved : as to be 
capable of executing, with credit to himself and 
advantage to ‘the public, any employment i in Europe 
the ¢ congress may think fit to honor him with. He 
has been seven years: in the service, and is much 
esteemed by all that know. ‘him, ‘particularly by 
the minister here, who, since my new disorder, (the 
stone) makes: my going to Versailles inconvenient 
to me, transacts our business with him i in ‘the most 
obliging and friendly manner. It is natural for 
me, who love him, to wish to see him settled before 
T die, in some employ that may probably be per- 
manent ; ‘and I hope you will be so good to me, 
as to get that affair likewise moved and carried 
through in his favor. ‘He has, I think, this addi- 
tional merit to plead, that he has served in my 
‘office as secretary several years, for ‘the small 
salary of 300 louis a-year, while the congress gave 
1000 a-year to the secretaries of other ministers, 
who had not half. the employ for a secretary that I 
had. For it was Jong before a consul was sent here, 
and we had all that business on our hands, with a 
great deal of admiralty business i in examining and 
condemning ‘captures taken by our cruisers, and 
by the French cruisers under American comimis- 
sions; besides the constant attendance in exa- 
mining and recording the acceptances of the con- 
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gress) bills .of exchange, which has been, fronv the 
immense number, very fatiguing ;» with many other 
extra affairs, not usually occurring to other ‘minis= 
ters, suchas the care of the prisoners in England, 
and the constant correspondence relating to ‘them; 
im all-of whichshe served me as secretary, with the 
assistance only, of) a clerk at Jowowages:(50 louis: 
a-year), so that the vehi has been wery ‘considér- 
re to the: ne WV. Gi otolevedt) bag ‘otsngiier 
wit stdugowt Yaw £ Pinch Hoadirw arin. 4p’ 


sassivh terse i atikte boaters wy Yh, : anata OleRDE 
Some stati sabe this Dr. Franklin again ‘re- 
peated the samé’ earnest; requests: to his» ‘friends 
and former colleagues,;) Mr. Jay and Mr: Laurens, 
then on the point of. returning: ‘to the United States 
with thexfamiliesan avorlod- hae Sa Jol biterkah 
To: Mrcand Mrs. ii ay he thus writes :— i 

-: 2 Passy, May 13, 1784. 

My waus pat I find I shall not be able 

to see, yow again’ as Lintended. My best.wishes, 
however, go with you; that. you may have a pros- 
perous voyage\and: a nappy: “— of your friends 
anddamiies,, (dian tontglein 9460 ey Besar Nag 
Mr. Jay) was:so suiahin to offer his: frietidty’ 
services, to: me inv Americas’. He will oblige me 
much by endeavoring to forward my discharge 
from: this employment.) Repose is now my” only 
ambition: adfitoothershould: think «with ‘me;)-that 
my: grandson’ is! qualified to: serve thes States"as”™ 


| 
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‘seeretary to a future! minister‘atsthis court, or-as 
chargé) des affaires, and will be kindsenough ‘to 


recommend such an: ‘appointment, it »will exceed> 


ingly: oblige mes: I have twice mentioned this»in 
myJetter to:congress, > butchave not been. favored, 
with any answers awhich is hard, because the sus-- 
pense prevents my endeavoring to promote'him in- 
some other yway.' I would: not, however, be sim- 
portunate; and therefore, if Mr. Jay should use. 
his interest without effect, I will trouble them no 
more on the subject. My grandson’s acquaintance 
with the language, with the court:and customs 
here, and the particular regard: M: de ceo 
has for him;‘are circumstances in:his favor. ¢ © 

God bless and protect: yowboth. Frelkecten my 
ite friend for me, and believe me‘ever ‘yours,’ &c. 

he Latin amariodoys afi FRANKLIN: (fk 


To: Mr. Laurens he writes sama ae 
sik Re foe eed Ei pata Oth POD 


icPades va 13) a7 84. 


<n 
re} HMA iy 


BON ERT WORE iki are iP Ow peeve oo 


haste | I am. sacirtelek the numerous: disap= ‘ 


sii: you have lately met with. The-world: | 


it is,true\ is fullvof disappointments, :butithey: are 
not equally - ot and. pen lave had: carrera 
your,share. vz LDIBWIOI oO; * Ebel) ie eG} i roar 
‘The sskiGoritions of the definitive treaty are now 
exchanged ;/\but. Mr. Hartley waits:for instructions: 


respecting a treatysof commerce, which, fromewhat 


~ 


humble servant, Ne eae _8. FRANKLIN. 
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you observe, may probably never arrive. . I shall, 

however, be glad to receive what you are 50 good 
as to promise me, your thoughts on the subject of 
such a treaty. 

You have been so’kind as to offer me your 
friendly services in America. You will oblige me — 
greatly i in forwarding my dismission. from this. em- 
ployment, for I long much to. be at home: and if | 
you should think my grandson qualified. to serve 
the States as secretary to my successor; or chargé- : 
des-aflaires, till a. successor arrives, I shall thank . 
you. for recommending him. His knowledge of 
this court, and acquaintance with the language, 
and. the.esteem, the. minister has for him, are cir- 


cumstances. in his favor: his long. experience in 


the business here i is another, he having served an 
apprenticeship, to it for more than seven “years. | 
His intelligence, discretion, and address, you can 
judge better of than’ myself, who may be partial. 

His fidelity and exactitude in performing his duty,, 


1 can answer for. 


“My best wishes attend you, spe very valuable : | 


‘son, and. amiable, daughter. God bless you all, 


and give you.a good voyage, and a happy meeting 
with your friends, with long life, health, and pros-, 
perity, is the sincere, prayer of your affectionate . 


ma 
“Dr. Franklin, as ns i been previously seen, 


' occasionally kept a private journal. The following 
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extracts from one kept about this. time, may not 
be found void of interest, 


Private JOURNAL... ._ 

-Passy, June 26, 1784, . 
Mr. Waltersdorff called on me, and acquainted 
me with a duel that had been fought yesterday 
morning, between a French officer’ and a Swedish 
gentleman of that king’s suite, in which the latter 
was killed on the spot, and the other dangerously 
wounded :—that the king does not resent it, as he. 

thinks his subject was in the * ‘wrong. ro | 
He asked me if I had seen the king of Sweden? 
—I had not yet chad that honor. "He ‘said his 
behavior here was not liked: that he took little 
notice of his own ambassador, who, being ac: 
quainted with the usages of this court, was capa- 
ble of advising him, but was not consulted, That 
he was always talking. of himself, and vainly 
boasting of his revolution, though it was known to — 
have been the work of M. de Vergennes. That 
they began to be tired of him here, and wished 
him gone ; but he proposed staying till the 12th of 
July. That he had now laid aside his’ project of - 
‘invading Norway, as he found Denmark had made’ 
preparations to receive him. That he pretended 
the eranes.| pad mame. te ) invade © Soden er 


49 V t sa tl Bee 


a Oke OLA 


“1? The ear de la Marck?” 
VOL, II, K 
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it was a known fact that the Danes had made no 
military preparations, even for defence, till six 


months after his began. I asked if it was clear 


that he had had an intention, to inyade Norway? ? 
He said that the marching and disposition of his 
troops, and the fortifications he had erected, indi- 
cated it very plainly. He added, that Sweden 
was at present greatly distressed for provisions; 
that many people had actually died of hunger! 
That it was reported the king came here to borrow 
money, and to offer to sell Gottenburg to France ; 
a thing not very probable. 

M. Dussaulx called, and said, it is reported 
there is an alliance treating between the Emperor 
of Austria, Russia, and England; the purpose not 
known; and that a counter-alliance is proposed 
between France, Prussia, and Holland, in which 
it is sapposed Spain will join. He added, that 
changes in the ministry are talked of; that there 
are cabals against M. De Vengennes; that M. De 
Calonne is to be Garde des Sceaua, with some other 
rumors fabricated perhaps at the Palais Royal. 

June 29: Mr. Hammond, secretary to Mr. 
Hartley, called to tell me that Mr. Hartley had not 
received: any or ders by the last courier, either. to, 
stay or return, which he had expected ; and that 
he thouglit it occasioned by their uncertainty what 
térins of commerce to propose, till the report of the 
committee of council was: laid. before parliament 
and its opinion kitéwn} atid that he looked. on the 
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delay of writing to him as a sign of their intending 
to do something. 

He told mé it was reported that the king of 
Sweden had granted the free use of Gottenburg as 
a port for France, which alarmed the neighboring 
powers. That, in time of war, the northern coast 
of England might be much endangered by it. 

June 30th. M. Dupont, inspector of commerce, 
came to talk with me about the free port of L’Orient, 
and some difficulties réspecting it: I referred him 

to Mr. Barclay, an American merchant and com- 
‘missioner for accounts; and as he said he did not 
well understand English when spoken, and Mr. 
Barclay did not speak F rench, I offered my grand- 
son to accompany him as interpreter, which he ac- 
cepted. 

‘Tasked him whether the Spaniards from the c con- 
tinent of America did not trade to the French sugar 
islands? He said not. The only commerce with 
the Spaniards was for cattle between them and the 
French at St. Domingo. I had been told the Spa 
niards brought flour to the French islands from the 
continent. He had not heard of it. If we can find 

that such a trade is allowed (perhaps from the Mis- 
sissippi,) have not the United States a claim Wy 
treaty to the same privilege? 
“aly 1st. The Pope's Nuncio called, and ac- 
quainted me that the Pope had, on my recom- 
mendation, appointed Mr. John Carrol, superior of 
the Catholie clergy in America, with many of the 
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powers of a bishop; and’ that probably he would 
be made a bishop in partibus before the end of’ the 
year. He’asked me which would be most conive- 
nient for him, to come to France, or'go to” St! Do- 
mingo for ordination by another bishop, which was 
necessary. I mentioned Quebec as more conve | 
nient than either. He asked whether, as: that was 
an English province, our government might not 
take offence at his going thither? I thought not, 
unless the ordination by that bishop should give 
him some authority over our bishop. He said, not 
in the least: that when our bishop was once or- 
dained, he would be independent of the others, 
and even of the pope; which I did not clearly un- 
derstand. He said the congregation de propaganda 
fidei had agreed to receive and maintain and instruct 
two young Americans in the languages and sciences 
at Rome: (he had formerly told me that more would 
be educated gratis in France.) He added, they 
had written from America that there are twenty 
priests, but that they are not sufficient; as the new 
settlements near the Mississippi have need of some. 

The Nuncio said'we should find that the Catholics 
were not so intolerant as they had been represented; 
that the inquisition in Rome had not now so much 
power as that in Spain; and thatin Spain it was used 
chiefly as a prison of state. That the congregation 
would have undertaken the education of more Ame- 
rican youths, and may hereafter, but that at’presemt 
they areoverbutthened, having somefrom all parts of 
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the world. He spoke lightly of their New. Bosto- 
nian convert, Thayer’ s conversion: that he had ad- 
vised him not.to go to America, but settle in France. 
That he wanted to go to convert his countrymen; 
but he knew nothing yet of his new religion him- 
self, &c. | 

Received a letter from Mr. Bridgen of London, 
dated the 22d past, acquainting me that the council 
of the Royal Society had voted me a gold medal, 
on account of my letter in favor of Captain Cook. 
- Lord Howe had sent me his Journal, 3 vols. 4to. 
with a large volume of engravings, on the game ac- 
count, and, as he i ad “with the King’s aneey 
ation: an oq ote 4 

«July 3. Mr. Sneek tenis; comes and brings lap 

English or Scotch gentlemen: one a chevalier of 
some order, the other a physician who had lived 
long in Russia. Much conversation. Putrid fevers 
common in Russia, and in winter much more than 
in summer: therefore supposed to be owing to their 
hot rooms. In a gentleman’s house there are some- — 
times one hundred domestics: these have not beds, 
but sleep twenty or thirty in a close room warmed 
by a stove, lying on the floor and on benches. The 
stoves are heated by wood., As soon as it is burnt 
to. coals, the chimney is.stopt, to prevent the escape 
of hot and entry of cold air. So they breathe the 
same air over and over again all night. These fevers 
he cured by wrapping the patient in linen. wet. with 
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vinegar, and making them breathe the vapor. of 
vinegar thrown on hot bricks. The Russians have 
the art of distilling spirits from milk. To prepare 
it for distillation it must, when beginning to sour, 
_ be kept in continual motion or agitation for twelve 
hours; it then becomes an uniform vinous liquor, 
the cream, curd, and aqueous part or whey, all in- 
timately mixed. Excellent in this state for restoring 
emaciated bodies, . This operation on milk was 
discoyered long since by the Tartars, who in their 
rambling life often carry milk in leather bags ¢ on 
_ their horses, and the motion produced the effect. 
It may be tried with us by attaching a large 98 § of 
milk to some part of one of our mills. ar 

July 6. Directed. Temple . Franklin, who | goes, to 
hous to- -day, to mention three things to the minister. | 
The main levée of the arrested. spade, the pore, of 
did a effect, _'The ae is wep oe and the con: 
yention preparing.—Hear that Gottenburg is to be 
a free port for France, where they may assemble 
pain stores, &c. 

Mr. Hammond came and dined with me. “He 
aéaltiuants me, from. Mr. Hartley, that no instryc: 
tions are yet come from England. 

July 7. Avery hot day. Received a ar from 
_. the secretary of the king of Sweden, M. Frakes 

accompanied by the secretary of the embassy. 
_ July 8. M, F ranke dines with me, in, company. 
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‘with M. de Helvétius, Abbé de ‘la Roche, M. Ca- 
banis, and an American captain. ‘The nga of 
Sweden does not go to England. . 

July 10. Mr. Grand came to propose my ail 
with the Swedish court at his house, which is next 
door, and I consented. While he was with me the 
consul came. We talked about the Barbary powers : 
they are four, Morocco, Algiers, Tunis, and Tripoli. 
He informed me that Salee, the principal port be- 
longing to the Emperor of Morocco, had formerly — 
been famous for corsairs. That this prince had 
discouraged them, and in 1768 published an edict 
declaring himself in peace with all the world, and 
-forbad their cruising any more, appointing him con- 
sul for those Christian states who had none in his 
country. That Denmark pays him 25,000 piastres 
Sortes yearly, in money; Sweden is engaged to send 
an ambassador every two years with presents; and — 
the other powers buy their peace in the same man- 
ner, except Spain and the Italian’ states, ‘with 
whom they have constant war. ‘That he is consul 
for Sardinia and Prussia, for whom he procured 
treaties of peace. That he proposed a peace for 
Russia; but that the Emperor having heard that 
Russia was going to war with his brother, the 
_ Grand Seignior, he refused it. Mr. Audibert Caille 
_ (the: consul) thinks it shameful for Christendom to 
‘pay tribute to such canaille, and proposes two ways 
of reducing the barbarians to peace with all Europe, 
and obliging them to quit their piratical ‘kicseaiage 
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They big need. of many articles from Europe, and 
of a vent for their superfluous commodities. » If 
therefore all Europe would) agree to. refuse vany 
commerce with them but on condition of their quit- 
ting piracy, and.such an agreement, could be faith: 
fully obseryed on our part, it would: have.its' effect 
upon them. But if any one power, would continue — 
the trade with them, it would. deféat: the whole. 
There was another method he had.projected, and __ 
communicated i in. a, memorial to the, court. here, by 
- Mons. de Rayneval ; which was, that France should 
undertake to suppress their piracies and give-peac 

to all Europé, by means of its influence with’ the 
Porte. For all.the people of these states being ob- 
. liged by. their religion to go at times in caravans to 
Mecca, ‘and to.pass through the Grand Seignior’s 
dominions, who gives them escorts of troopsthrough — 
the. desert, to prevent their being plundered: and . 
perhaps massacred, by the Arabs, he could) refuse 
them passage: and_ protection but on condition of 
their living peaceably with the Europeans, &c. He 
spoke of Montgomery’s transaction, and of Crocco, — 
whom he understands:was authorised by the court. 
The barbarians, he observed, having no commercial 
ships at sea, had vastly the advantage of the Euro» 
peans;, for’one. could not make reprisals on their 
trade. And it has long been my opinion, that ifthe 
European nations, who are powerful at sea, ‘were 
to make war upon us Americans, it would be better 
for us to renounce commerce in our own bottoms; 
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» @nd‘tonvert'them all into cruisers. ‘Other nations 
would’ furnish*us with what we wanted, and take 
 loffour produce.” He promised me a note of the 
‘commerce of Barbary, and we are to see e Gach: other 
“again, as'he is'to' stay here a month. hs 
 biDined’at Mr. Girand’s, with the Swadlish safle 
oven. > They’ wére Mons. Rosenstein, ‘secretary of 
‘thevembassy, and ***, with whom I had a good 
deal of conversation abating to the commerce pos- 

» gible’ between our two countries. I found they had | 

_ geen’ at’ Rome Charles Stuart the Pretender: they 

-ypoke of his situation as very hard: that France, 
‘who had formerly allowed him a pension, had with- 
drawn it, and that ae sometimes almost wanted 
breadbine coadowd yi, senna LO GT kk od 

oldie’: Dds M. Waltersdovit ‘called. He hears that 
: a agreement ‘with Sweden respecting the port of 
_ Gottenburg is not likely to’ be concluded. That 
- Sweden wanted an island in’ the West Indies in 
exchange. Dthink she is better without it. 

.) July 13: Mess. Mirabeau and Champfort came 
and read their translation of (American) Mr. Burke's 
pamphlet against the Cincinnati, which they have 
much enlarged, mtending it as a covered satire 
against moblesse in general. It'is well done. There 
, are also remarks on the last letter of General Wash- 

sington on that subject. They say General Wash- 
amgton missed @ bewa moment, when he accepted to 
"be. of that ‘society: (which some affect ‘to call an 

order): The same of the Marquis dé la Fayette. 
July 14. Mr. Hammond calls to acquaint me. 


> 
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that Mr. Hartley is still without any instructions re- 
_ kating to the treaty of commerce; and supposes it 
occasioned by their attention to the India bill. I said 
to him,—your court and this seem to be waiting for — 
one another, with respect to the American trade 
with your respective islands. You are both afraid 
of doing too much for us, and yet each wishes to — 
do a little more than the other. You had better 
have accepted our generous proposal at first, toput 
us both on the same footing of free intercourse that 
existed before the war. You will make some nar- 
row regulations, and then France will go beyond 
you in generosity. | You never see your follies till 
too late to mend them.—He said, Lord Sheffield 
was continually exasperating the parliament against 
America. -He had lately been publishing an ac- 
count of loyalists murdered there, &e. semua 
imvented. 

» Thursday, July 1b. The Dakss de Chartres’s 
balloon went off this morning from St. Cloud, bim- 
_ self and three others in the gallery. It was foggy; 

and they were soon out of sight. But the machine 
being disordered, so that the trap or valve could 
not be opened to let out the expanding air, and 
fearing that the balloon would burst, they cut a 
hole in it, which ripped larger, and they fell rapid- 
ly, but received no harm. They had been a vast 
height, met with a cloud of snow, Bhd a tornado, 
which frightened them. 


at The late Duke of ican faa to the hort one, asi. 
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' Friday,16: Received a letter from two young 
gentlemen in London, who are come from America 
for ecclesiastical orders, and complain that they 
haye been delayed there a year, and that the areh- 
bishop will not permit them to be ordained unless 
they will take the oath of allegiance; and desiring 
to know if they may be ordained here. Inquired 
and learnt that if ordained. here, they must. vow 
‘obedience to. the archbishop of Paris, Directed 
my grandson to.ask the Nuncio, if their bishop in 
| America might not be instructed to do it literally ? 
» Saturday, 17.. The Nuncio says the thing is 
| tbhbasible: unless the gentlemen become Roman 
| Gathdlice:» Wrote them an answer.’ 

_ Sunday, 18. A good abbé brings me a kar 
manuscript containing a scheme of reformation of 
all churches and states, religion, commerce, laws,. 
&c. which he has planned in his closet, without 
much ‘knowledge of the world. I have promised 
to look it over, and he is to call next Thursday. 
It is amazing the number of legislators that kindly 
bring me new pleas for. ne the United 
States. . 

Monday, July 19. Had the “A eet at: aiid 
ner, with Mr, White and Mr. Arbuthnot: from 
England. The latter was an officer at Gibraltar 
during the late siege. He says the Spaniards 
‘might have taken it; and that it is now a place of 


~* See Priv. Corr. Part T. letter dated July 18, 1784. 
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no value to England. That its stipposed use as & 
port for a fleet to prevent the junction of the Brest 
and Toulon squadrons, i is chimerical. That while 
the Spaniards are in possession of Algeziras, they 
can with their gun-boats, in the use of which they 
are grown very expert, ‘make i it ama for any 
fleet to lie there. 7 
” Tuesday, 20. Myg Oe wiht to. court. “No 
news there, except that the ‘Spanish 1 fleet against 
Algiers is sailed. Receive only one American 
letter by ‘the packet, which i 1s from ‘the eollege of 
Rhode Island, desirimg me to ‘solicit benefactions 
of the king, which I cannot do, for reasons which 
I shall give them. It is inconceivable why I have 
no letters from congress. “The treaties with ‘Den- 
mark, Portugal, &c. all neglected ! Mr. ‘Hartley 
makes the same complaint. He is still. without 
orders. Mr. Hammond called and dined with 
me ; says Mr. Pitt begins to lose his popularity ; ; 
his new taxes, and project about the nary bills, give 
great discontent. He has been burnt i in effigy at 
York. His East-India bill not likely to go down; ; 
and it is thought he cannot stand long. Mr. 
Hammond is a friend of Mr. Fox ;—whose friends, 
that have lost their ip: are called Fox’ s Mar- 


his card to ike toaye a4 Grand tells me he line 


Bet es. nd ss ‘ tae” 4 pepe aay 
: be A he SES 


$0 +] $7) ¢ \OTAISD ALE has is AJ 
_ * The king of Sweden, io ee 


~ 
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bought here my bust. with that of M. D’Alembert 


or ida” to take with him to Sweden. He set 
out last night. +d 

“Thursday, 22. Lord tear A son of Lord 
Shelburne, AITIVES j br ought me ema letters and 
papers. 

_ He thinks Mr. Pitt in slp of losing his majo- 
rity in ‘the house of commons, though great at pre- 
sent; for he will not have deere suant to pay 
them. I said, that governing by a parliament 
which must be bribed, was employing a very ex- 
pensive machine, and that the people of England 

would i in time find out, though they had not yet, 

that singe the parliament must always do the will 
of the minister, and be paid for doing it, and the 
people must find the money to pay them, it would 
be the same thing in effect, but. much cheaper, to 
be governed by the minister at first hand, without 
a parliament. Those present seemed to think the 
reasoning clear. Lord Fitzmaurice aRPrAT a sen- 
sible, amiable young man. 

ton i 27. Lord Fitzmaurice called to see 

His father having requested that I would 
ve him such instructive hints as might be useful 
to him, I occasionally mentioned the old story of 
Demosthenes’ answer to one who demanded what 
was the first point of oratory? Action... The se- 
cond? Action. The third? Action: which I said 
had been generally understood to mean the action 
of an orator with his hands, &c. in speaking ; but 
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that F thought another kind of action of mére im- 
portarice to at orator, who would persuade people 
to follow his advice, viz. such a course of action — 
in the cotiduet of life; as would impress them with — 
an opinion of his intesrity as well as of his uhder- 
standing. That this opinion once established, all 
the difficulties, delays, and oppositions, ustially — 
occasioned by doubts and suspicions, were’ pre 
vented ; and stich a man, though a very ‘imperfect 
speaker would almost always carry his points’ 
against the most florishing orator, who had not 
thé character of sincerity. To express my sensé 
of thé importance of a good private character in 
public affairs more strongly, I said the advantage 
of having it, and the disadvantage of not having 
it, Wéte so great, that I even believed if George TIT. 
had had a bad private character, and Jolin Wilkes 
a ¢dod one, the lattér might have turned the former 
out of his kingdom.—Lord Shelburne, the father 
of Lord Fitzniaurice,; has utifortunately the cha- 
racter of being insincere ; and it has hurt much his 
usefulness ; though in all my concerns with him, I 
never saw poi instance i = woe a 


(This Journal doés not append to’ have’ been 
continued further at this period y it® vt to pon 
cia i it is not ‘pg nip jie stoves 4 

In te yea asses when onto magneton faa’ 
considérablée noisé in’ tlie world,’ saad at’ 
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Paris, it was thought a matter of such importance, 
that the king appointed. commissioners to examine 
into the foundation of this pretended. science. Dr. 
Franklin, at the particular request of his Majesty, 
signified to him by a letter from the minister, con-. 
sented to be one of the number. After a fair and. 
diligent examination, in the course of ‘which 
Doetor Delon, a pupil and partner of. Mesmer, re= 
peated a tiumber of éxperiments, in the presence 
of the commissioners, some of which were tried 
upon themselves, they determined that it was 4 
niére trick, intended to impose on the ignoratit 
and credtilous; and gave in their report accords 
ingly to his Majesty; which was afterwards pub- 
lished for the information of the public. Mesmer, 
and his associaté Delon, wére thus interrupted in — 
their career to wealth and fame; and a most inso- 
lent attempt to impose upon the human — 
standing, baffled. 
_ Some time after, Dr. Franklin) im a letter t to his 
friend Dr, Ingenhausz, thus noiicés the subject. 

_ “ Mesmer continues here, and. has still some _ 
adherents, and some practice. It is surprising 
how much credulity still subsists in the world. 1 
suppose all the physicians in France. put together 
have not made so much money; during thé: time 
hé has béen heré; as hé alone has done! And we. 
have now a fresh folly. A magnétiser pretends . 
that-he can, by establishing whattis called: a) rap- 
port between any person anda somnambulepput it — 
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- in the power of that person to direct the actions of 
the somnambule by a simple strong volition only, 
without speaking or making any signs; and many 
people daily flock to see this strange operation.” _ 


The important ends of Dr. Franklin’s mission to. 
Europe being attained by the establishment and 
acknowledgment of American independence ; and 
the infirmities of age and disease increasing upon 
him, he became more and more desirous of being 
relieved from his public situation, and of returning 
to his native country. Upon a renewed applica- 
tion to congress to be recalled, he at length ob- 
tained his request, and Mr. Jefferson was appointed 
to succeed him; a more able and suitable succes~ 
sor, in every respect, could not have been found. 

The following letters passed on this occasion 
between Dr. Franklin and the French minister 
for foreign affairs, 


To nis ExceLLency Count DE. VERGENNES, 
&e. &c. 


Sir, Passy, May 3, 1785. 


I Linh the honor to acquaint your 
Excellency, that I have at length obtained, and 
yesterday received, the permission of congress to 
return to America. As my malady makes it im- 
practicable for me to pay my devoirs at, Versailles 
personally, may I beg the favor of you, sir, to.ex- — 
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press respectfully for me to his Majesty, the deep 
sense I have of all the inestimable benefits his 
goodness has conferred on my country; a senti- 
ment that it will be the business of the little re- 
mainder of life now left me, to impress equally on 
the minds of all my countrymen. My sincere 
prayers are, that God may shower down his bless- 
ings on the King, the Queen, their children, and 
all the royal family, to the latest generations !. 
Permit me, at the same time, to offer. you my: 
thankful acknowledgments for the protection and » 
countenance you afforded me at.my arrival, and 
your many favors during my residence here 3 .of 
which I shall al wes ren sine most grateful re- 
mémbrance. . ote: See | 
My grandson would have Dhaid the honor) of 
waiting on you with this letter, but he has been 
some time ill of a fever. PT Py Me ihe 
. With the greatest esteem and respect, and. best 
wishes for the constant prosperity of yourself, and 
all your amiable family, I am, sir, your Excel- 
vignati most obedient and most humble'servant, 
| | B. PRANKLIN. 


, {A nswer to the Soregoing.| 


cA sON EXCELLENCE Mons. “Prana. 
| oy. 23) Bike aX - Versailles, le 22 Mai, 1785, 
Phy  J’ai appris avec beaucoup: de. seis 


Monsien; votre: retraite! et» votte “prochain: ion 
VOL, ie he - a ten Ca Pens 
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pour l’Amérique. Vous ne devez pas douter que 
les regrets que vous laisserez, ne soient propor- 
tionnés A la considération dont vous jouissez a St. 
juste titre. Je puis vous assurer, Monsieur, que 
Vestime que le Roi vous porte, ne vous laisse rien 
4 désirer, et que sa Majesté apprendra avec une 
véritable satisfaction, que vos compatriotes ont — 
récompensé d’une maniére digne de vous, les im- 
portans services que vous leur avez rendus. 

_. Je vous prie, Monsieur, de me conserver une 
part dans votre souvenir, et de ne jamais douter 
de la sincérité de lintérét que je prends a votre © 
bonheur: il a pour principe les sentimens. d’at- 
tachement que je vous al voués, et avec lesquels 
jai Vhonneur d’étre, Monsieur, votre trés-humble 
et trés-obéissant serviteur, | De VERGENNES, 


One of the last public acts of Dr. Franklin ‘in 
Europe, as plenipotentiary from congress, took 
place on the 9th of July, 1785, when he concluded 
and signed (jointly with other American commis- 
sioners) a treaty of amity and commerce between 
the United States of America and the King of 
Prussia. This treaty is remarkable as containing 
a strong and lasting testimony of Dr. Franklin’s 
wonted philanthropy. In it was introduced. for 
the first time, (and, to the disgrace of eovernments, 
perhaps for the last) that benevolent article against | 
the molestation of the persons and property of un- 

armed citizens in time of war; and against priva- 
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teermg.' “The éstablishing of this principle as the 
future law of netions, was a favorite object of Dr. 
Franklin. In the beginning of the year 1783, he 
formally proposed the same to the British govern- 
ment, through the medium of one of its envoys, as 
appears’ by his letter to Mr. Oswald of the 14th 
Jan. 1783; to which is subjoined his motives and 
arguments at length, in favor of this improvement 
of the law of nations." ‘The article then proposed 
was nearly the same as that which he afterwards 
actually introduced, and constituted a part of the 
treaty with Prussia. It runs thus: | 
at ARTICLE 23. 

“Tf war should arise between the two contracting parties, the 
merchants of either country then residing in the other, shall be 
allowed to remain nine months to collect their debts and settle 
their affairs, and may depart freely, carrying off all their effects 
without molestation or hindrance. .And all women and chil- 
dren, scholars of every faculty, cultivators of the earth, arti- 
zaus, manufacturers, and fishermen, unarmed, and inhabiting 
unfortified towns, villages, and places ; and in general all others 
whose occupations are for the common subsistence and benefit 
of mankind, shall be allowed to continue their respective em- 
ployments, and shall not be molested in their persons; nor shall 
their houses or goods be burnt or otherwise destroyed,’ nor their 
fields wasted by the armed force of the enemy, into whose 
power, by the events of the war, they may happen to fall: but: 
if any thing is necessary to be taken from them for the use of 
such armed force, the same shall be paid for at a reasonable 
price. And all merchant and trading vessels, employed in ex- 
changing the products of different places, and thereby rendering 


SWEIG 3741 
* See Privy. Corr. Part LI. 
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the necessaries, conveniences, and comforts of human life, more 
easy to be obtained, and more general, shall be allowed to pass. 
free and unmolested ; and neither of the contracting powers shall 
grant or issue any commission to any private armed vessels, em- : 
powering them to take or destroy such trading vessels, or in- 
poets such commerce.” 


During Dr. Franklin’ s residence in France, not- 
withstanding the important and multifarious con- 
cerns attending his public situation, he never- 
theless found time to write several papers on philo- 
sophical and other subjects, which will appear in 
their appropriate places, in a subsequent volume, 
containing a selection of his most approved poli-- 
tical, philosophical, and miscellaneous writings. 

A few days before he left Passy, he received an: 
additional proof of the personal esteem entertained’ 
for him at the court of France, by the following 
letter from the Maréchal Duc de Castries, the. 
minister of the marine. 


A son ExceLLENCE Mons. Frankuin, &c. &e.. 
Versailles, le 10 Juillet, 1785. 

Je wai appris, Monsieur, que depuis 

trés-peu de jours, les dispositions que vous avez 
faites pour votre départ. Si jen eusse été informé 
plutdt, je me serois empressé 4 proposer au Roi de 
destiner une frégate pour vous transporter dans: 
votre patrie, a une maniére 4 lui faire connoitre la 
considération que les services distingués que vous 
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ash 
ayez rendus, vous ont acquis en France, et les 
bontésparticuliéres de Sa Majesté pour vous. 

Je vous prie, Monsieur, d’agréer mes regrets, et 
une nouvelle assurance de la plus parfaite considé 
ration avec laquelle jai Vhonneur d’étre, Monsieur, 
votre trés-humble et trés-obéissant serviteur, 

‘Le MARECHAL DE CASTRIES. 


_» The infirmity under which Dr. Franklin labored, : 
was such, that he could not support the motion of 
a carriage. In consequence, the queen’s litter 
borne by Spanish mules was kindly offered and 
gratefully accepted, to convey him from Passy to 
Havre-de-Grace, where he proposed embarking. 
In this easy vehicle he made that journey, fol- 
lowed by his family and some friends in carriages. 
-On the road, he experienced every mark of respect, 
attention, and kindness, from several of the no- 
bility and gentry whose chateaux lay adjoining, 
‘and particularly from the Cardinal de la Roche- 
foucault at Gaillon, where he passed a night. with 
‘his accompanying friends and attendants. He ar- 
rived safe at Havre, without having experienced 
‘any material inconvenience from the journey, and - 
‘there embarked in a small packet, crossed the 
British channel, and landed at Southampton. 
Here he remained a few days, and had the satis- 
faction of seeing his son, the former governor of 
‘New Jersey, and receiving the visits of several of 
_ his English friends. Among these were the Bishop 
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of St. Asaph (Dr. Shipley), ‘Mr: Alexander: ‘Mr. 
Benj. Vaughan, &c. &c. He embarked’ on board a 
Philadelphia ship called the London Packet, Capt. 
Thos. ‘Truxton, on July 27, and after a prosperous 
voyage arrived at Philadelphia ‘on the 14th’ Sep- 
tember. But his own account of his journey from 
Passy to Havre, and his subsequent voyage to 
Southampton, and thence to. “America, as ‘taken 
from his pocket journal, may not perhaps be! ‘en- 
tirely void of interest. It is as follows. oie Oby 


PRIVATE Journan. 

“ Having staid i in France about 81 years, I took 
leave of the court and my friends, and set out on 
my return home, July 12, 1785, -Jeaving Passy 
with my two grandsons, at 4 P.M.; arrived about 
8 at St. Germain’s. M. de Chaumont, with his 
daughter Sophia, accompanied us to Nanterre. 
M. Le Veillard will continue with us to Havre. 
We met at St. Germain’s the Miss Alexanders with 
Mrs. Williams our cousin, who had provided a 
lodging forme at M. Benoit’s. I found that the 
motion of the litter, lent me by the Duke de Coigny, . 
did not much incommode me. It was one ofthe 
_queen’s, carried by two very large mules, the mtle- 
teer riding another; M.Je V. and my children in'a 
carriage. We drank tea at M. Benoit 8, and went 
_ early to bed. 

Wednesday, July 13. Brbdltaat with our 
friends, take leave and continue our journey, dine 
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‘ata good inn at AZeulan, and get to Mantes i in 1 the 
evening... A messenger from the Cardinal de Ro- 
chefoucault meets us there, with an invitation to 
us to stop at his house at Gaillon the next day, ac- 
quainting us at the same time, that he would take 
no. excuse; for, being, all- -powerful, in his arch- 
bishopric, he would stop us nolens volens at his ha- 
bitation, and not permit us. to lodge any where 
else. We consented. Lodged at Mantes. Found 
myself very. little fatigued. with the day’ S. journey, 
the mules going only foot pace. 

Thursday, July 14. Proceed early, and break- 
fast at Vernon. Received a visit there from 
Vicomte de Tilly and his Comtesse. ’ Arrive at 
the cardinal’s without dining on about six in the af- 
ternoon, , It isa 2 superb ancient chateau, built 
about 350. years since, but:in fine preservation, on 
an elevated situation, with an extensive and beau- 
tiful view over a well-cultivated country, The car- 
dinal i is archbishop | of Rouen. A long gallery con- 
tains the pictures of all his predecessors. The 
chapel i is elegant in the old style, with well-painted 
glass windows. The. terrace magnificent, We 
supped: earl y The entertainment was kind and 
cheerful. We were allowed to go early to bed, on 
account of our intention to depart early in the 
morning. The cardinal pressed us to, pass another. 
day with him, offering to amuse us, with hunting in 
his park: but the necessity we are under of being 
in time at Havre, would not, permit. So we took 
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leave and retired to rest. “The cardinal is° much 
respected and beloved by the people of this coun- 
try, beariig in all respects an’ excellent character. 
Friday, July 15. Set out about five in the morn- 
ing, travelled till ten, then stopped to’ breakfast, 
and remained in the inn during the heat of the day. 
‘We had heard at’ the cardinal’s, that our friend: Mr. 
‘Holker of Rouen had been out that day as ‘far as 
Port St. Antoine to meet us; expecting us there 
from a letter of M. de Chaumont’s. Here canie to 
us one of his servants, who was sent to inquire if 
any accident had happened to us: on the road, and 
was ordered to proceed till he got intelligence. He 
went directly back, and we proceeded. We passed 
a chain of chalk mountains very high, with strata 
of fiints. The quantity that appears to have been 
washed away on one side of these mountains, eav- 
ing precipices of 300 feet high, gives an idea of 
extreme antiquity. It seems as if done by the 
beating of the sea. We got' to Rouen about five ; 

were most aflectionately received by Mr. and Mrs. 
Holker. A great company of genteel people at 
supper, which was our dinner. The chief presi- 
dent of the parliament and his lady invite us to 
dine the next day; but being pre-engaged with Mr. 
Holker, we compounded for drinking tea. sul 

- lodge all at Mr. Holker’s. pe 

Saturday, July 16. A septal from the 
academy ‘of Rouen came with their compliments, 
which were delivered in form, and a present for mé 
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by one of- the’ directors, being a’ sinned Square; 
which I think he said expressed my name.’ “T have 
perused it since, but do not comprehend it!’ The 
Duke de Chabot’s son, lately married to a Mont: 
‘morency, and colonel of a regiment now at Rouen, 
was present at the ceremony, being just come in t6 
visit me. ‘I forgot to mention that I saw with plea- 
sure in the cardinal’s cabinet, a portrait of this 
young man’s grandmother, Madame: la Duchesse 
d’Enville, who had always been our friend, /and 
treated us with great civilities at Paris; a lady of 
uncommon intelligence and merit. 
‘LT received here also a present of books, 3 vols. 
4to., from Dr. * * * *)*) witha wai on letter, 
which I answered. 4 ‘ 
We had a great: company at into ini at ‘six 
went in a chair to the president's, ‘olbie were as- 
sembled some gentlemen of the robe. We drank 
tea there, awkwardly made, for want of practice, 
very little being drunk in France. I went to bed 
early ; but my company supped with a large invited 
party, and were entertained with excellent singing. 
Sunday, July 17. Set out early. Mr. Holker 
- accompanied us some miles, when we took an af- 
fectionate leave of each other. Dine at Jvefot, a 
large town, and arrive at Bolbec, being the longest 
day’s journey we have yet made. It is a market- 
town of considerable bigness, and seems thriving ; 
the people well clad, and appear better fed than 
those of the wine countries. A linen-printer here 
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offered. to remove to anil but I did not encou- 
rage him. . rieivehinatl bivitvanbiild ioc) hae 

Monday, July. 18. Left Bolbec,, about.,,ten 
o’clock,, and arrive. at Havre at five P. M., having 
stopped on the read at a miserable inn to bait,, We 
were very kindly received by M. and Mde. Ruellan. 
The governor makes.us a visit,, and.some ohh 
aitatiemen ick Siow i 

» Tuesday, July 19; “We recelve vigitt in, Sipe 
from the intendant,, the governor, or commandant, 
the officers of the regiment of Poitou,and., Picardy, 
the corps of engineers, and .M..Limosin.. ... .,. 

_ M. Limosin ‘proposes ; several. vessels ; all very 
ities We wait for the packet from Southampton. 
Dine at M. Ruellan’s, where we lodge. Receive 
the affiliation of the lodge. at Rouen. oid lad - 

- Wednesday, July.20.,, Return the ‘visits. ) Re- 
ceive one from the corps de, marine; and. one from 
the corps d’artillerie...M. Houdon. arrives and 
brings me letters. Dine at. M. Limosin’s. Present 
M,:and. Mde. Le Mesurier and. their sister, agree- 
able people of Alderney (Auvigny). Kindly enter- 
tained by M. L. and. kis; daughter, Return the 
last ivisitesd'n brs); bulk ouis 26 Yes 

» The packet-boat arrives, cand. the sisi Je en- 
shi calling at our lodging, we agree with him to 
carry us and the baggage we have here, for ten gui- 
neas, to landus at Cowes. We are.to depart to; 
morrow evening: § » 6) 0 ius) 


in 


PART IV. BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 171 


“Thursday, July 21. We had anotlier visit from 
M. de Villeneuve, the commandant, Inviting us to 
dine with him to-morrow; but intending to go off 

this evening, we could not accept that honor... 
© Dine with ‘our friendly host and hostess. | Mde. 
Feinés,, Mde. de Clerval,’ and’ two. other ladies, 
visit M. Le Veillard, with several gentlemen, - 

In the evening, when we thought we were on the 
point of departing, the captain of the packet comes 
and! acquaints us that the wind is right against us, 
and blows so hard, that it is impossible to get out, 

_-and we give up the project till to-morrow. 
' Friday, July 22. Breakfast ‘and take leave of 
some friends, and'go on board. the packet at. half 
after ten. ‘Wind not very fair. | 
Saturday, July 23: ‘Buffet all night against the 
north-west wind, which; ~was:-full. in- our teeth. 
‘This continued till two o'clock, to-day, then came 
fair, and we stand our course. bp seven p: m.we 
discover land, the! Isle of Wight, 995 oh ah 
Sunday, July 24... We hadia vt wind all nighit, 
siti this morning at seven'o ‘clock, being off Cowes, 
the captain represented to meithe difficulty of get- 
ting in there against the flood; ‘and’ proposed that 
we should rather run. upto: Southampton, which we 
did, and landed there, between eight and. nine. 
Met. my son, who had: arrived from London:the 
evening before, with Mr. Williams and. Mr..J. 

Alexander. Wrote a letter to. the bishop of St. 

Asaph, acquainting him with my arrival, and he 
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came with his lady and daughter, Miss Kitty, after 
dinner, to see us: they talk of staying here as long 
-as we do. Our meeting was very affectionate. “I _ 
write letters to London, viz. to Messrs. W. J. M. 
and Co., to acquaint them with our arrival, and 
desire to know when the ship will sail, and to Mr. 
Williams. These letters went by post, before we 
knew of his being here. Wrote also to Mr. &. 
Vaughan. 

- Monday, July 25. The bith: dtd lens 1. 
ing in the same inn, the Star, we all breakfast and 
dine together. I went at noon to bathe‘in Martin’s 
sclbilibos hot-bath, and floating on my back, fell 
asleep, and slept nearan hour by my watch, without 
sinking or turning! a thing I never did before, and 
‘should hardly have thought possible. Water is 
the easiest bed that can be. Read over the writings 
of conveyance, &c. of my son’s lands in New 
Jersey and New York to my grandson. ‘Write 
to M. Ruellan, M. Limosin, M. Holker, and M. 
‘Grand. Southampton — a very neat pretty place. 
The two French gentlemen, our friends, much 
pleased with it. The bishop gives me a book in 
Ato. written by Dean ‘Paley, and the family dine » 
with us. Sundry friends came to see me from 
London; by one I receive a present of my friend 
Dr. Fothergill’s works, from Dr. Lettsom; and a 
book on finance from Mr. Gale. Mr. Williams 
tells me the ship had fallen down to Gravesend 
the 22d, so that she might be in the Downs the 
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24th, and possibly here to-morrow, that. is, on the’ 
Mother Bank, which we can see hence. Mr. 
Williams brought a letter from Mr. Nepean, secre- 
tary to Lord Townshend, addressed to Mr. Vaughan, 
expressing, that orders would be sent to the custom- 
house at Cowes not to trouble our baggage, &e. 
It is still here on board the packet that brought it 
over. Mr. Alexander takes leaye for London; 
write by him to Mr. Jackson, Dr. Jeffries, Dr. 
Lettsom, and my son-in-law Bache, the latter to. 
be sent by the packet. ? 

July 26. Deeds signed between W. Franklin 
abcd W. 'T. Franklin. - | 

Mr. Williams having brought sundry necessaries 
for me, goes down with them to Cowes, to be ready 
for embar king. Capt. Jennings carries down our 
baggage that he brought from Havre. My dear 
friend, M. Le Veillard, takes leave to go with him. 
Mr. Vaughan arrives from London, to see me. 

_ Wednesday, July 27. Give a power to my son 
to recover what may be due to me from the British 
government. Hear from J. Willams that the ship 
is come. — | 

‘We all dine: once more saab he ee gull 
family, who kindly accept our invitation to go on 
board with us. We go down im a shallop to the 
ship. The captain entertains us at supper The | 
company stay all night. | 

“Mhursday, July 28.. When I waked i in the morn- 


5] 
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ing found the comet eon and the yi nutter 
: i iv 


* * * * il 
‘ viet 
Nothing material occurred during the passage > 
Dr. Franklin occupied himself, as m former voy= 
ages, In ascertaining daily the temperature of the 
sea water by the thermometer; and he-wrote a very 
interesting -and useful paper on ‘ Improvements 
in. Navigation,” which he addressed. to. Mons. 
Alphonse Le Roy, at Paris. It was afterwards: 
read in the American Philosophical Society, Dec. 
3, 1785, and will be found among his philosophicak 
writings. ! 


The foregoing little Journal concludes thus > 


- Tuesday, Sept. 13. Therwind springing fair 
last evening after a calm, we found ourselves this’ 
morning, at sun-rising, abreast of the light-house, 
and between Capes May and Henlopen. We sail 
into the bay very pleasantly; water smooth, air 
cool, day fair and fine. 

We passed Newcastle about sun-set, and went on 
near to Redbank before the tide and wind failed, 
then came to an anchor. | 

Wednesday, Sept. 14. With the flood in the 
morning came a light breeze, which brought-us 
above Gloucester Point, in full view of dear Phila- 
delphia ! when we again cast anchor to wait for the 
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health, officer, who, having made his visit, and find- 
ing no sickness, gave us leave to land. My son-in-: 
law came with a boat for us ; we landed at Market- 
Street wharf, where we were received by a crowd 
of people with, huzzas, and. accompanied with 
acclamations quite to my door. - Found my family 
God be praised and thanked for all his mercies! 
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Tus attival’ of Dr. Fr sabi in gS is | 
thus accurately related by one of his historians: 
“He was received amidst the acclamations of an. 
immense number of the inhabitants, who flocked 
from all parts in order to, see him, and conducted 
him in triumph to his own house. In the mean 
time, the cannon and the bells of the city announced 
‘the glad tidings to the neighboring country; and. 
he was waited upon by the cengress, the university, 
and all the principal citizens, who were eager to. 
testify their esteem-and veneration for his character.” : 

Another writer thus enthusiastically notices his 
return : — 
“Hisentry into Pintodciprs resembled atriumph; I 
and he traversed the streets of that capital amidst 
the benedictions of a free and grateful people, who. 
had not forgotten his services. 

-“ The warriors who had.shed. their, blood for an 
independence, insured, by.means of his-sagacity;” 
were eager to exhibit to him their glorious wounds: 
Hive was surrounded — yiscine men, soit _ ogee 7 


ee 
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and: .by.a new generation eager to survey the fea- 
tures of a great man, whose talents, whose services, 
and whose virtues, ‘had’ excited in their hearts the 
first ‘raptures of enthusiasm. Having advanced 
from a port, henceforth open fo all nations, to a city, 
the model of all future capitals, he beheld the public 
school which he had founded,—in a state/of splen- 
dor; and, saw. the hospital, ‘the establishment of 
which had. been one of his first-services, and the in- 
crease of which was owing to his foresight,—now 
fully commensurate to all his wishes: the latter by 
solacing suffering humanity ; ; ‘the former by aiding 
the’progress of reason. ' He then turned his eyes 
towards the neighboring country, embellished by 
liberty, in which, in the mid st.of public prosperity, 
were still to be seen some vestiges of the ravages 
of the English; but these only served by their con- 
trast to endear still more the Began arising from 
peace—and victory! rs ) 

The following are some ‘of the numerous congr a- 
tulatory addr esses presented to. Dr. Franklin, on 
his return: ps 


‘To the Hon. eisai ‘Branaurn, Esq. LL. ‘D. Ke. 
ae ~The pereeere t of the peeve of the common- 
- wealth of Pennsylvania, in,general assembly met, in 'the most 
affectionate manner congratulate you on your safe arrival in. 
- your, country, after so.long:an. absence on the most important 
business. We likewise congratulate you on the firm establish- 
ment of the independence of America, and the settlement of 
VOL. II, M 
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a general peace, after the interesting wip in which we 
were so. long,engaged. hat, 9 fl'Y) epee Wis 

We are confident, sir, that we hie the: abutiengende of this. 
whole country, when we say, that your services, in theypublic 
councils ‘and negotiations, have. not only merited. the. thanks 
of the ‘present ¢ generation, but. will be recorded i in the pages ¢ of 
history, to your immortal honor. And it is particularly pleas- 
ing to us, that, while we are sitting as members of the assembly 
of Pennsylvania, we have the happimess of welcoming. into the 
state, ‘a person who was so ee) instrumental in’ forming 
its free constitution, = 9 i 10 Seay 

_ May it, please God ‘to ove you.a serene a peaceful en- 
joyment of the evening of life, and a participation of that ee 
piness you have been so instrumental in securing to, others! — 
. . ) _ Signed, by order of. the House, ‘ i 
oo. SOHN, Bayar, Speaker... ro 
Aes Chambers, Sept 15, 4785. es 


>t 8 Ee aliogy 
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‘Dr. FRANKLIN’ s Repuy. 
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- Mr. SPEAKER AND GentTLeMen, ¥ Ofte 9084 


“Tam “extremely happy to find by your foal, as 
affectionate address, that my endeavors to serve our “country 
in the late important strugg le, have met with the approbation 
‘of so respectable a body as the representatives of the freemen 
of Pennsylvania. I esteem that approbation -as one of the 
greatest honors of my life. I hope the peace with | which 
God has been. graciously pleased to bless: us may be lasting, 
and that the free constitution ' we now enjoy, may long éontri- 
bute to promote our common’ felicity. © The ‘kind ‘wishes of 
the general assembly for miy ‘particular happiness vaffect me 
very sensibly, and. I beg. Abi Ayouleh ieee Oy thankful a ae- 
knowledgments. rig f 
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SS with peculiar pleasure that the Ametiedt Phi 
losophical ‘Society address you on this occasion. ~ 

The high consideration and esteem in which we hold your 
character, so intimately combine with our regard for the pub- 
lic? welfare, that we participate eminently in the general satis- 
faction which your return to America produces. 

We bid you welcome to your native country, for which you 
have done the most essetitial services :—and we welcome you 
to this chair, your occupying of which, as President, adds to 
our institution much lustre in the eyes of the world, 

' Sir, if réflects honor on philosophy, when one distinguished 
by his’ deep investigations, and many valuable ‘improvements 
in ba is Known to be equally distinguished f for his ana 
nature. | 

We know the favorable influence that freedom has 5 Mon 
the growth of sciences and arts. We derive encouragement 
and extraordinary felicity, gFOM & ani assemblage of recent memor- 
able events. Ais | 

“And, while we. boast i in a most pleasing equality perma- 
nently ascertained, and that independence which you had so 
great a s share in establishing, we have reason to expect, that 
this society will proceed’ w vith an ‘increasing success, to con- 
duct thei ‘important business for which they originally associated, 
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\ anisitp The great tonibythe me by this eins in choosing 
me so many years successively their president, notwithstanding 
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my absence in Europe, and the very kind welcome they ‘are 
pleased:to give me on my return, demand my inost grateful 
acknowledgments; which I beg they would be pleased to ac-> 
cept, with my warmest wishes of success to their laudable en- 
deavors for the promoting of useful knowledge among sh 
which I shall be: happy if I can ‘in any degree BuNliaAe 


i ® 
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To the How: Bensantin Ten ANE, Bag. LL. D. ke. 


The stineoess of the PHieit, V. Pisa. rary Professors of 
the University of Pennsylvania. 


Honorep’ SiR, | #0 ea hah 

mt The Provost, V. Fyovont, and Pedivnaaty Bi the 
ire of Pennsylvania, beg leave to congratulate, you on 
your safe arrival.in your native country, after. having accom- 
plished the. duties of your exalted character with dignity a and 
success. 
_ While we. participate in, the general i eal of ee 
to the establishment of which your political abilities and pa- 
triotic exertions have. sO signally contributed ; we feel a parti- 
cular pleasure i im paying our dcknoeedenlats to the gentle- 
man who first Peet the liberal plan, of the institution 

N ot coneae with neane the. aise with the ‘most j im- 
portant discoveries, in natural yatilosen asa SPaR wig Yad 
for. exciting a ye A dit Laitien: ‘neal they Maden Wapeibafi sikh 3 | 
nature; for exalting and refining, the .genius of America, by. 
the propagation of useful learning; .and for qualifying many 
of her sons to make that illustrious figure which Hias‘command- 
ed the esteem and admiration wi the most — nations of - 
Europe. putes tei tlias divi ias PaKow ers AOR 
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_ Among the many benevolent projections which have laid so’ 
ample a foundation for,the, esteem.and gratitudesof yourma-) 
tive country, permit this seminary to reckon her first establish- 
ment, upon the solid pr inciples of equal liberty, as ys of the: 
most. considerable. and important: and now, when * restored. 
through the influence of our happy| constitution; to her origi~ 
_ nal broad and catholic bottom; when enriched by the protec- 
tion. and generous donations of a public-spirited and patriotic 
assembly ; ; and when florishing. under the countenance of the 
best friends of religion, learning, and liberty in the state; she 
camot_ but promise herself the continued. patronage of the 
evening of that life which divine Providence has so eminently 
distinguished. _ e 

May the same fadulgent Providence yet continue your bea 
tr acted life, enriched and crowned with the bést of blessings, 
to nurse and cherish this favorite child of your youth; that 
the future sons of science in. this. western: world may: have ad- 
ditional reason to remember. the. name of Fran KLIN with 
gratitude and pleasure, ot Pi 


| - Signed, in the name -and by datas of the fF aculty, by 
Philadelphia eS 16, eee . Se OHN Ewine, Provost, ‘ 


~ 


Dr. Frawxtin’ $ ANSWER, 


‘YY am greatly obliged, Gentlemen, by} your Kind’ ‘con- 
gratulations on my safe arrival, 9°" 

It gives. me extreme: phuiuré to find, that seminaries of * 
learning” are increasing’ in’ América} and particularly that the 
university over which; you ee continues to'floriel, “My 
? best wishes will, always’ piteidgesg fo) pit, BE Ay) fh 

‘The instruction of youth is one of those eu poymdg 
which to: the public are most useful; it ought therefore t to be- 3 
esteemed among. ‘the most honorable! its successful ¢ exercise _ . 
does not, meres always meet with the reward it merits, ” 
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except in the satisfaction of having contributed to the forming 
of virtuous and able men for the service of their country.!t/'" 


a) . 


rey 


“The et mn a ¢ Philadelphia, the 
justices of the city, the officers of the militia, and: 
several other bodies, presented to Dr. Franklin'on — 
his arrival, addresses of congratulation nearly § simi- 
lar; and shortly after he received the following 
letter from that illustrious character, General Wash - 
ington: 


? X ge 


Dear SIR, | Mount Vernon, Sept: 25, 178. 


Amid the public gratulations on your safe return to 
America, after a long absence, and the many eminent services 
you have rendered it—for which as a benefited person. I, feel 
the obligation—permit an individual to join the public. voice 
"in expressing his sense of them; and to assure you, that as no 
one entertains more respect for your character, sO none can 
salute. you with more meri or with greater pleasure than 
Indo on the oceasiontiie 9) 9 emir eh ee 

| 1, am, dear Sir, 
your most obedient and most-humble servant, — 
The Hon. Dr. Franklin, :., G, it Aachen 
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pe afi Dr. Franklin’ 8 arrival i m Philadelphia, 
he was. chosen a member of the supreme executive 
council of that city; and shortly after was elected 
president of the state of Pennsylvania; which, ho- 
sca situation he Uae the whole time 2 alened 
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_./ When: a, general convention: of the’ states was 
summoned to: meetin Philadelphia, m 1787, for 
the purpose of giving more energy to the govern- 
ment of the Union, by revising and amending the 
articles of confederation, ‘Dr. Franklin was appoint- 
ed ¢ a. delegate from the state of Pennsylvania to that 
convention; as such he signed the new constitution 
agreed on for the United States, and. gave it the 
most unequivocal marks of his approbation. . 

The following Notes and Remarks, drawn up by 
Dr. Franklin, together with the substance of some 
of his speeches in this convention, will be found of 
considerable interest; and on this account, as well 
as to show his general ideas on government, are 
here inserted. 

ioe. PRovOsAL FOR CoNnsIDBERATION. 

| | June 26, 1787. 
"That the lodibtainre of the several states shall choose 
and shia an equal number of delegates,namely =. who 
are to compose the second branch of the general legislature. 

. That in all cases! or questions: whereim the sovereignties of - 
the individual states. may be affected, or whereby their au- 
thority over their own citizens may be diminished, or the au- 
thority of the general government within the several states 
u nented, ¢ each state shall have equal suffrage. 
| | That i in the appointment of all civil officers of the general 
oY government, in the election of whom the second branch may 

by ‘the constitution have part, each state rei have at ge 
naira A Ay LAGE | | 

That in fixing the salaries of such ffi in all allowances 

for public services, and generally in all appropriations and 
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dispositions ‘of money to be’drawn out of the general'treasury, 
and in all laws for supplying thé treasury, the delegates of the, 
several states shall have suffrage in proportion to the sums. 
their respective states had actually contributed to. that treas 
pe atte thelr t taxes or internal excises. a ag 

goods. ‘diaper a iiBetal aalianhiide shall be Rude of vin 
‘amount of such impost paid in the price of the commodities 
by ‘those states ‘that import but little, and’a proportionate 
addition shall be allowed of suffrage to ‘such states, and ‘ant 
equal dicaapebe, of the sedoite al of ne states Hapartingel Sei 


why ¢ a 
a eh 


a 
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eft 


REMARES. ' 


co steady course of co ale measures is most probly 
to’ be expected froma number. 
A single person’s measures may be good, The successor 
often differs'in opinion of those measures, and adopts: others. 
Often is ambitious of distinguishing: himself by opposing 
them; ‘and offering new projects.. One is peaceably disposed ; 
another may be fond of war,’&c.' Hence foreign states can 
never have’ that confidence*in the treaties or friendslip of sach 
a government, as in that which is conducted by a number." 
The single head may be sick; who is to conduct the pub- 
lic:affairs in. that: case? When he dies, who are to:conduct 
till a new election? Ifa. council, why not continue them ? 
Shall we not be harassed. with factions. for, the election, of 
successors? become, like Poland, weak from our dissensions ? 
Consider the present distracted condition of Holland: They 
had at first ‘a’ stadtholder, ‘the Prince of Orange, a man of — 
‘undoubted and great merit.. They found some inconveniences, 
however, in the extent of powers annexed to that office, and 
exercised by a single person. . On his death, they’resumed 
and divided. those. powers’ among the states and cities; but 
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there: has. been.a constant struggle since, between | that family: 
and tbe nation. An the last century, the then py sahil isting 
eiclte. a soot insurrection, | nm shiek an ‘cella minister, 
Dewit, was murdered, all the, old magistrates displaced, andi 
the ,stadtholder: re-invested., with all the former powers.. a 
this »century, the) father of the present stadtholder: having: 
married a British princess, did, by exciting another insurrec- 
tion, force, from, the nation a decree that the stadtholdership 
should be. thenceforth hereditary in his family... And now his 
~ gon, being. suspected of having favored England. in the late’ 
war, and’ thereby lost the confidence of the nation, is forming 
an internal faction to. ‘support ‘his power, and reinstate his 
favorite the Duke of Brunswick’; and he holds up his family 
alliances. with: England and Prussia’ to terrify opposition.’ It 
was this conduct of the stadtholder which induced. the states 
to»recur to! the protection of France, and put their troops 
under a French; rather than the stadtholder’s German general, 
the Duke. of ‘Brunswick.:: And: this/is the.source of all the 
“present disorders in. Holland, which, if the, stadtholder has 
abilities equal to:his inclinations, will probablyyafter a ruinous 
and bloody civil war, end in: wine ae an, hereditary mo- 
is ia mhis family. Aad eile ei Nie ¢ 
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SPuncit of Dr. FRANKLIN’ the ‘Convention, on the sub- 
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earciitio on,of any one article of the plan, for which we are 


$0, much obliged to the Saupiahls gentleman who laid it 
before. us... From ,its first, reading 1 have, borne a good-will 
to it , and. in, general wished it, success... In this particular of 


2 tpg: 


186 MEMOIRS OF | 5 PART V. 


salaries to. the, executive branch, I happen to differ ;and.as 
my opinion may appear new and,chimerical, it is only from 
a persuasion that itis right, and from a sense.of duty. that I 
hazard it. .. The committee will judge of my reasons when 
they have heard them, and:their judgment may possibly change 
mine... I. think I see. inconveniences. in. the appointment of 
salaries: I see none in: redisid: them 5 ‘but, on the contra | 
great advantages. iets ere eile ghee 

Sir, there are two passions. dich rhb a powell ul rduetige 
in the affairs of men. ‘These are ambition and avarice; the 
love of power,) and the love of money. | Separately, each of 
these has. great force in pronipting men to.action; but when 
united in, view of the same object, they:have in many minds 
the most violent effects. Place before the eyes.of such.men 
a postof honor that shall at the same time be a place of profié, 
and. they will miove heaven and earth to; obtam it. The vast 
number. of such;places itis that renders the British govern- 
ment,.so, tempestuous.. The struggles. for them are the true 
source of .all, those, factions .which are perpetually: dividing 
the nation; distracting its councils, hurrying it sometimes into 
fruitless and mischievous. wars, and often ole tes a sub- 
mission to. dishonorable terms of peace. _ , 

' And of what kind are the men that will strive ton ies pro- 
fitable pre-eminence, through all the bustle of cabal, the heat 
of contention, the infinite mutual abuse of parties, tearing to 
pieces the best, of characters? It will not be, the wise and 
moderate, the lovers of peace and good order, the: men fittest ; 
for the trust. It will be the bold and the violent, the men of 
strong passions and indefatigable activity in their selfish pur- 
suits. These will thrust themselves into your government, 
and be your rulers. And these, too, will be mistaken in the 
expected happiness of their situation ; for their vanquished 
competitors of the same spirit, and from the same motives, 
will perpetually. be endeavoring to distress their administra- 
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" tion,’ iti tlteir' lenge ‘and render them odious to “m 
poe eiy et) ee fas hire te RE, oo! @ “ase to 
“Besidey’ dea lease sir, though we may set out in the be- 
gifting with’ moderate’ salaries, we shall find that such will 
not be of long continuance. « Reasons will never be wanting 
for proposed ‘augmentations'; and there will always be a party 
for giving more ‘to the rulers, ‘that the rulers may-be able in 
return to give more to them.’ Hence, as all history informs 
us, there has been im every state and kingdom, a constant kind 
of warfare between the governing and the governed’; the one 
striving to obtain more for its support, and the other to: pay 
less.» And’ this has alone occasioned great convulsions, actual 
civil. wars, ending either in dethroning of the princes or en- 
slaving of the people. “Generally, indeed, the'ruling power 
carries its point, and’ we see the ‘revenues of princes constantly 
increasing, and we see that they are never satisfied, but always 
in want of more. The more the people are discontented 
‘with the oppression of taxes, the greater’ need ‘the prince has 
of money to distribute among his partizans, and pay the troops 
that are to suppress all resistance, and enable lim to plunder 
‘at pleasure.’ ‘There’ is scarce’a king in a hundred who would 
not, if he could, follow the example of Pharaoh,—get first 
all the people's ‘money; then all their lands, and then make 
‘them and their children’ servants for ever. ‘It will ‘be said, 
that'we do not propose to establish kings.—I know it.But 
there is a natural inclination in mankind to kingly government. 
It sometimes relieves them from aristocratic domination. They 
had rather have one tyrant than’ five hundred. It gives more 
‘of the appearance of equality among citizens ; and that they 
Tike. Lam apprehensive, therefore,—perhaps too apprehen- 
‘sive,—that the governmeti it Of these states’ may in future times 
end ina monarchy. But this catastrophe, I think, may be 


long delayed, if in ‘our! proposed system ‘we do not sow the 
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seeds of contention, faction, and basaaile by making our posts, 
of honor places of profit. If we do, I fear that though We: 
employ at first a number. and not a single } person, the number 
will in ‘time be set aside ; it will only nourish the foetus of a a 
king, (as. the honorable gentleman from Virginia very aptly 
expressed it,) and a king will the sooner be set over Us, | rary 
Tt may be imagined by : some ‘that this i is an Utopian idea, 
¢ and. ‘that | we can never find i men. to serve us in the Barat 


2 08 98 G3 S10 
department, without paying them well for their. servi ices.» 


conceive this to be a mistake. ‘Some ‘existing facts “present, be 
themselves to. me, which ineline me to. a ‘contrary « opinion. 
The high sheriff of a county in England i is an. ‘honorable office, 
but it is not a profitable | one. ‘Ati is rather expensive, and 
therefore not sought for. ‘But yet it is executed, and well 
executed, and usually by some of the principal gentlemen of 
the county. In. France, the office of counsellor, or member 
of their judiciary parliaments, i is more honorable. © : ‘Ati is there= 
fore purchased at a high price : there, are indeed fees on 1 the. 
law proceedings,, ‘which are divided among, them, but these 
fees do not amount to more than three per. cent. on the sum, 
paid for the place. ‘Therefore, as egal interest is there at 
five per cent., they i in fact j pay ‘two per cent. for being allow-. 
ed. to do the judiciary business. of the ; nation, which i is at the 
same | time entirely exempt from. ‘the burthen, of paying, them. ; 
any — ‘salaries for their services. I do. not, however, mean to_ 
recommend this, as an. eligible mode for our judiciary depart- 
ment. yh ‘only ‘bring. the “instance to show that, the pleasure _ 
of doing good | and serving their ¢ country, and the respect such. 
conduct. entitles them to, are sufficient motives with | some , 
minds to. give up a ‘great portion of their time tot the public, , 
without the mean inducement of pecuniary, satisfaction. ore 
Another instance is that ofa ‘respectable society, who have 


made the experiment, and practised it.with success, now more, 
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than a hundred years.—I mean the Quakers. “Itis an estab- 
lished tule- with them, that they are not to go.to law, but i in 
their controversies ‘they must apply to ‘their monthly, quar- 
terly, ‘and yearly 1 meetings. — “Committees of these sit with 
patience to hear the parties, and, spend : much time in 1 com- 
posing ‘their differences. In doing this, they are supported 
by a sense of duty, and the respect paid t to usefulness, | It is’ 
honorable to be so employed, but it was: never made profit- 
able by salaries, fees, or perquisites. “And indeed in all] cases 
of public’ service, the less the profit the greater the honor, 
To ‘bring: the matter nearer home, have we not seen the 
greatest 3 and most important of our offices, that of general: of 
our: armies, executed for eight years together, without the 
sinallest salary, by a patriot whom I will not now offend by 
any other praise ; ‘and this’ through fatigues and distresses’ in 
common with’ the: ‘other brave: men his military friends and 
companions, and the constant anxieties peculiar to his‘station ? 
and shall we doubt finding three or four men in all the United 
States, with public spirit enough to bear sitting in peaceful 
couneil, for ‘perhaps an equal term, merely to preside: over 
our’ ‘civil concerns, and) see that our laws are duly: executed? 
Sir,’ Thave a better opinion of our country, © I think we shall 
néver be! without a sufficient number of wise and good men 
to undertake and erg well and steryery a 8 the office i in 
question. © wd EOD B80, TO 
“Sit, ‘the saving of the ti that may at first be anal 
is not an object with'me. The subsequent mischiefs of pro- 
phi them | are what I apprehend. “And therefore it is that 
I’move the amendment. If i it is not ‘seconded oF accepted, 
Iemust be ‘contented with the satisfaction of sieht’ pe 
pa opinion ‘frankly, and doe my Pete : 
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et the- onide uid edt roa dow Jewen Gothend diol 
Srition of Dr. Franklin ina ‘Cominittéé’of the’ Conventiolt 
” On the Proportion of Representation and V Vot es. yn 


Fic DRA dS pant 174, MOSS? Bi iW VST Bats Ty heat 
(Ma. Cuarmacaxs eds tame .ostlimg ib want) «as: Soneitisg, 
werotyee ons cos) elithasgivenme great pleasure to observe: 
that till this pani: vhs Proportion of :Representation, came. 
before us, our debates were carried onowithgreat:coolness. 
and. temper.» If. any, thing) ofa contrary. ‘kind: has 08 this: 
occasion appeared, 1 hope, it will not be repeated 5; \for:we: 
are sent hither, to consult, not to. contend,» with each’ other ; 
and declarations of a fixed opinion and..of determined:resolu- 
tions never to change it, neither enlighten nor, convince us. 
Positiveness. and warmth, on one side naturally beget their 
like .on:the other ;,and tend. to, create and augment» discord 
and. division in a great concern, wherein: harmony. and union 
are éxtremely necessary, to give weight to our;counsels; iand 
render them effectual in AMS) py and Seen the common 
SO0de ee) csdadire “seed a decals Ae a Siiby. (een 

»od) must, own that TE was. silpinalli of: opinion -atwould. be 
better, if. every. member: of congress, or, our national council, 
were ..to consider himself rather asa representative’ of the 
whole,-than.as an agent for the mterests: of a particular ‘state, 
in which ease, the proportion of members.for' each state would 
be of less consequence, and it would not be very.material 
whether they: voted -by:states or individually, uButas, I find 
this, ig not to -be expected;\:4.now think the number of repre- 
setttatives:should bear some proportion; té.the number of the 
represented, and that the decisions should be by the majority 
of members, not by the majority of states... This.is objected 
to from an apprehension that the, greater: states would then 
swallow up the smaller. ..J donot at present, clearly see what _ 
advantage the greater states could propose to themselves: by 
swallowing the smaller, and therefore do not apprehend they 
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would; attempt: it... I recollect: that in the beginning of this 
century, when the union was proposed of the two kingdoms, 
England. and Scotland, the Scotch patriots were full of fears, 
that. unless they had) an equal number. of representatives in 
parliament, they. should, be ruined :by the superiority of the 
English. ‘They finally agreed, however, .that the different 
proportions of :importance,in the union of the:two' nations 
should be attended to;.:whereby they were td have only forty 
members.in the house of commons, and only ‘sixteen of their 
peers were to,sit inthe -house-of lords’; a very greatinferiority 
of numbers ! And yet to this day, 1 do not recollect that any 
thing has. been done. in. the parliament:of Great) Britain to 
the. prejudice of'Scotland; and! whoever:Jooks:over: the lists 
of .public officers civil, and-military of) that nation; will:find, 
L believe, that the North, Britons enjoy,at least their full - 
portion. of emolument.. ine wel ogtt Hatt ips Aly pian ‘BS Oa GUE 
« But, sir, im the present mad of voting by sr it. is 
equally.i in the,power ‘of| the. lesser::states to swallow up'the 
| greater 5, and this is mathematically demonstrable. «Suppose, 
for vexample,. ‘that seven smaller states had each three mem- 
bers. in’ the -house,..and the six larger to have, ‘one with atte: 
ther, six, members: | And that upon/a question, two members 
of each smaller state should bee im the: suena tide and. one in 
the negative, they: will make. cottnonds: busi erento td wor 
pAffirmatiyes!..00. 60 3) eos, 148 nebeneshide sn fale 
oo And that:all aidshinibaaesni! sistaalan ay ROKUROI THO NITIOR 
ache unanimously in) the negative; Pipi BNO ,O tule! aps 
thi they would make We yig ak SESS Negatives: iia 
ei LES poe Shy Hi ihe pRRGeS vee aduhi ae TA IRD outs: senate 
ai: ‘ae a si ene Rae st uy) dwell: QUE Tn alle aw ila 


seb 43, and sd snow overpowers the’ dinjeAiy? ‘contrary 


ware common iia of assemblies in big Countries” and 
agds.onad vga ou ? | 
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The greater stad sir, are naturally 2 as. _— to. have 
their property left im’ the disposition of: the ‘smaller; as the 
- gmaller are to leave theirs in the disposition of the greater. 
An honorable gentleman has, to avoid: this: difficulty, hinted’a 
proposition: of equalising’ the states.’ It appears tome ab 
equitable one’; and I should,.formy own’part, not be: against 
‘such a measure, if it might be found’ practicable. Formerly, 
andeed, when almost every province had a different constitu-. 
tion, some with greater, others with fewer privileges, it was . 
of importance to the borderers, when their boundaries were. 
contested, whether, by running the division lines,’ ‘they’ were 
placed on one side or the other. At present, when such’ differ- 
enées'are done away, it is less'material. The interest of a 
state is: made ‘up of the interests of its’individual members. 7 
Af they/are not injured, the state is not injured.’ “Small states , 
are more easily, well, and happily governed, than’ large: ones. : 
If, therefore, in such an equal division, \it'should be'found — 
necessary to diminish Pennsylvania, I should not be averse td 
the giving a.part of it to New Jersey, and another to' Dela- 
ware; but: as there would probably be considerable difficul- , 
ties. in’ adjusting such a division ; and however equally made . 
at first, it would. be continually varying by the augmentation - 
of: inhabitants’ in some states, and their more fixed propor- 7 
tion in others, and thence frequent occasion for new divi-- 
sions ; I beg, leave to propose, for the consideration of’ the 
committee another, mode, which appears: to me to-be-as 
equitable, more easily carried into practice, and more — ws 
nent in its: nature. ty =hecl Garin nen es ap 
Let the weakest state say shat proportion of money.or 
force it is able and willmg to furnish for-the general _ 
poses of the union. f ) ee CE ae 
Let all. the others pci seme to! —* each an 
equal proportion, 
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“Phe: whole of these joint supplies to, be absolutely in ta 
disposidonerlenipes So Soro gti ofl} ge aaTE wy ole 

The’ congress in this case fo be composed ie an cual” 
number of delegates from each state: oe Sone 

 wAndrtheir - decisions to bé by beni obits ‘individual " 


members voting. © ) Behe Up ROL? ORO 


‘If these joint and equal supplies shoal! , parte Ga 
casidtiss'HUt' be sufficient, let "congress ‘make ‘ regtisitions on 


thevricher ana’ more poweéifil States for further aids) to be — 


voluntarily ‘afforded 5°88 Teaving’each ‘staté'the righe "of. cone 


sidérifig the nevessity and’ utility ofthe ait: on oe dof — 
| Oe oe Lott” 


° This mbde' is not new’; it was formerly practised’ wilt suc 


Fee 


| edensnie British ‘government, with respect’ to Treldnd ‘and 


the’ coloiiies. '“ We sometinies eave’ even’ moré thai they’ ex. 


petted or thought” juist!'to accept; ‘atid inthe’ last war} car= ? 
ried “oi while we were ‘uiited, they gave us back'in five years — 


@ million “sterling.” Wersibulla probably hdve-Goieiniied? stich 


voltintary Contributions, whenever the ‘occasions Appeared to 


require them for ‘the common’ good of ‘the empire. Tes was 
not 'fill'they chose’ to force ‘us, and ‘td de sprive 8 of the’ merit — 


and pleasure of voluntary eontribttions, ‘that we") refused and 


resisted. Those "contributions ee were to’ be disposed 


f at the’pleasure of a government in'which we had ‘no repre 
achive © aim therefore persuaded that they will not. be 
_ refused to one'in which thé representation shall be équal. © 


us 


My dearied ‘Colleague “has already mentioned that the Kage | 


sent’ mode of voting by statés, was submitted to originally by — 
congress, under a conviction of its impropriety, ‘inequality — 


and ‘injustice. © This ‘appears in the words of their ip 4 


; * is'of Sept. 6, 1774. * The words are,” aT BIEP AEM idl 
Resolved, That in determining questions in this ¢ Congtess, 


each» colony’ oF province @ shall have one vote: ‘the ‘Congress: 
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not being possessed of, or at present | able to pyre ‘mate- 
| rials for ascertaining the importance of each colony.” 


' 
i 


‘Dr. Haalewuin? 5 ‘Motiok for Dreyer in the Convention. 


+ 


_ Mr. PresipenT, 


The small progress we have made after four 0 or five | 


“weeks” close attendance and continual reasonings with each 
other, our different sentiments on almost. every question, 
several of the last producing as many Noes as Ayes, i is, me- 
‘thinks, a melancholy proof of the imperfection of the human 
understanding. We indeed seem. to feel our own want of 
political wisdom, since we have. been running all about i in 
search of it.’ We have gone back to ancient history. for, mo- 
dels of government, and examined the different forms of those 
republics, which, having been originally formed with the seeds 
of their own dissolution, now no longer exist; and we have 
viewed modern states all round Europe, but find none of i 
constitutions suitable to our circumstances... 

~ In this situation of this assembly, groping, as it: wenes i in 
‘the dark, to find political truth, and scarce able to distin- 
guish it when presented to us, how has it happened, sir, that 
we have not hitherto once thought of humbly applying‘ to, the 
Father. of Lights to illuminate, our understandings ?—-In; the 
beginning of the contest with Britam, when we were sensible 


of danger, we had daily prayers in this room for the divine | 


protection! Our prayers, sir, were heard ;—and they, were 
graciously answered. All of us, who were engaged in’ “the 
struggle, must have observed frequent instances of a super- 
intending Providence in our favor. To that kind P royidence 
we owe.this happy. opportunity of consulting i im peace on the 
means of establishing our future national felicity.. And, have 
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we now v forgotten that powerful friend tor ‘do we ‘imagine 
we no: longer ‘need ‘its assistance ?—I have, lived, sir, a long 
time ; ‘and the longer. I. live, the more convincing proofs I see 
of this truth, That}Gon governs in the affairs of men!. And 
if a Sparrow cannot: fall to the ground without his'notice, is 
it probable that an empire can rise without, his aid We 
have beep : assured, sir, in the Sacred Writings, that f except 
the ‘Lord build the house, they labor in vain ‘that build it.” 
I firmly believe this; and I also believe, that. without his 
concurring) aid, we shall succeed in this political building x no 
better than the builders of Babel ; we ‘shall be, divided by 
‘our little partial local : interests, our projects will be con- 
founded, _and we ourselves ‘shall become.a reproach : and a 
bye-word down. to. future ages. . And what is worse, man- 
kind, may hereafter, from this unfortunate instance, despair 
of establishing government by human wisdom, and leave it 
to. chance, ‘war, and conquest. 
I therefore beg leave to move, 

"That henceforth prayers, imploring the wiaiitane ‘cae Hea- 
ven, and. its blessing on our deliberations, be held in this 
assembly every morning before we proceed to business ; ; and 
that. one or’ more of. the clergy of this city be maiirten to 
eens in that service. 


- [Note by Dr. 1a “ The convention, except three 
or deal PETERS, thought Prayers unnecessary :; tiie | 


& 


Dx. FRrangutw’ s diauie in the Convention at the. con- 
; clusion of its deliberations. 


Me. Paesipes 5 
| 7 confess that Ido not entirely approve of this 
constitution at present ; “but, it, ‘Tam not sure T shall never 


f 
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approve ‘it : for, having’ lived long, I have ‘experieficed inany 
instances of being obliged, by better’ information or fuller 
consideration, | to change opinions even on impéftant ‘sabe 
jects which I once thought right, but found to’ be otherwise. 
{t is therefore that the older I grow, the more apt Tam to 
doubt my own judgment. of others.)) Most men indéed, as 
well as most sects in teligion, think themselves in possession 
of all truth, and that wherever others differ from them it is'8o 
far error. Steele, a Protestant, in a dedication, tells ‘the 
Pope, that the only difference between our two churches in 
their opinions of ‘the certainty of their doctrine, is, the 
Romish Church is infallible, and’ the Church of England ¢ is 
never in the. wrong. But though many private persons think 
almost as highly of their own infallibility as of that of their 
sect, few ‘express 1 it 50 ‘naturally as a certain French lady, who, 
ina little dispute with her sister, said, —but I meet with no- 
body but myself that i is caleays i in the eo i cont ne e trouve 
que moi qui ate tou wjours raison !” / fey cf 

In these. sentiments, sir, I agree ‘to the constitution, with 
all its faults,—if they are ate because. I think a general 
government necessary for us, and there i is. no form of govert- 
ment but what may be a ‘blessing to the | people, if well ad- 
ministered ; and I believe further, that this, 1s Tikely 1 Tite 
well administered for a course of Riga and « can the ae 
people shall ‘become. 80 “corrupted as to need das sti go- 
vernment, being ‘incapable. of any other. I doubt too Whe- 
ther any other: convention we can, obtain, may be. able. to. 
make a better constitution : for, wherl you, assemble a num- 
ber of men, to have the advantage of their joint wisdom, you 
inevitably assemble with those men all their prejudices, ; their 
passions, their Hea “of 0 opinion, their’ ‘local interests, and 
their selfish views. From such an assembly ‘cana perfect 


/ 
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production be expected?» It therefore astonishes me, sir, to 
find this system. approaching so near to perfection as it does; 
and T think: it will astonish our enemies;'who are’ waiting with 
confidence to hear that our councils are’ confounded like those 
of the | builders of Babel, and that our _states are on. the point 
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of separation, only. to meet hereafier, for the purpose of ot 
cutting, one. another’ s° throats. Thus iy ‘consent, sir, to this 
constitution because. L expect’ no better, and “becatise | I: ant 
not sure that it is not the best. The Opinions T have had of 
its. errors. I sacrifice to the public g good. i have never. -whis- 
ae a syllable” “of them abroad. ‘Within these walls they 

ere born, and here they s shall, die. If every. one of'us in: 
i to our constituents were to report the objections 
he has had to. it, and endeavor to gain partizans in support of 
‘them, we: might prevent its being generally” received, and 
thereby. lose: all ‘the salutary effects and. great advantages re- 
‘sulting; naturally in our, fay yor among: foreign nations, as: well 
as among _ ourselves; eit ‘our. real .orapparent unanimity. 
Much of the strength, and ‘efficiency. of apy government in 
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procuring : and securing happiness ‘to the people, depends. on 

is > ix as ee ee he ike ben BITC ES 

opinion, on the general opinion “of the goodness of that | g0- 
Man a eS ee 3 Fa af Sto Say 

‘vernment, » ‘as ‘well: as of the ‘wisdom and integrity of i ‘its go- 


‘vernors. e) hope therefore, for your own sakes, as apart of 
the people, and for the’sake of our: posterity, that we shall 
act heartily: and» unanimously i in recommending this constitu- 
tion, wherever, our. r Influence, may. extend, and turn our future 
Baaehi and endeavors, to.the 1 means. of haying it well admi- 


niste ered n yy. 
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On the whol le, sir, I cannot ‘on expressing a wish ‘that 
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every ‘member of aan tat who may still have objec- 
tions to it, would with mé on this occasion doubt a a little of 
his own infallibility, and to make manifest our unanimity ly Bs 


‘his name t to this instrument. - 
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i$ ‘Dati in: Bib Pa by the, unanimous consent, ” Xe: 
whieh was agreed to.and added inca yp | oom nae? 


‘Dr. Franklin’ s private ‘sentiments with respect 
to i S new c constitution, may be gathered from. the 
following extracts. from letters he. wrote about, this 
el to some of his fiends. Sh His 2k ir ‘OHi8 $0 

ATT. 98, PPO see OGoty afl cl4,.aalomme dalle Ue 
acento i “To M: be Veus: if 1 ads ASSY sah, atiity 
* hand eth ' Philadelp in sia; Feb. 17th} V788-" 
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pag i te app 1 doumalus Eyal. Xi Bie 
hee ton cae sentyou Nate my Bi a copy. of the new 
constitution proposed for the United States, by the 
late general convention. «I sent ‘one’ ‘also’ t to! ‘our 
excellent friend the ‘Duke de la Rochef foucault! ine 

| we ‘attended the busitiess of the ‘Convention | fa 

fully for four months. nit ’Enelosed you have th 

speech I, made in it. *__ Six states “have a oe P 
adopted the constitution, and there is now. Tittle 
doubt of its being,accepted, bya sufficient number 
to.carry it into execution, if not immediately, by the 
whole—It has however met: with great: opposition 
in some of ‘the ‘states ; for ‘we are ‘at. prékei ta 


ag there i is ae zene- 


ig oa the Constituti tio ninreeson, No.6 hd se “= 
"The foregoing, p. 195, vai 
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I'think we are more ast anager ronnie tobe 


TEP gt s8 ot oie Sa " f 

dience i in ‘the wine 30D coh OB ovhY 
ae Bae is Rb ge bgt apelin Sy ay! x y « wher Bit 

rage | : sah LO, Sige UIE OF OS yas ow Ae 


To” THE Same. 


ToBgest albdinvetceath Me ekerae  eroldmén tc oth: 
: ; el 22, ABB: Bi 
sid qoads Bib ofl eat b cate fi : Kiwi le| 
——‘ It is ‘eg inn Mags as re Gis J that 
all ee articles of the proposed new government 
will not remain. unchanged after the first meeting 
of congress. J am of, opinion with you, that the 
two chambers. were not necessary, and I disliked 
some other. articles that are in, and wished for 
some. that. are not in, the proposed plan: I never- 
theless hope it may be adopted, ‘thongh I shall 
have nothing to do with the. execution of it, being 
determined to quit all public business with my pre- 
sent namploymetty At 83 « one -feraunly has a ght 


ee wer MY “sp iba ‘wéulident fy! 
maCNNT AY TT To nine bes ues i 
My Desc Fanin "Philadelphia, June 8, 1788. 

HOW Ato! ee! ecaited 2g a few days ago your: kind 
eter ofthe srd Jan anu uaty. aig 

arrét in favor “of the non-catholiques gives 

Biter here, not ‘only from its present advan- 
pe but as as HE a8 aig a ae hee 3 Towarals ee 


i. ome a. eae) 


* President of the state of Poniateei 


bare 
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spirit among Christians,, and the, migchiefs, that 
have so long attended it. “Thank. God, the world 
is growing wiser and: wiser; and as by degrees 
men are convinced 0 of the fc foll Lait of wars for religion, 
PA dominion, 0 or ; for. poneente, ah will be happier 
nd ‘happier. ‘jon 

. "Bight states have, now agreed . “to the, pa a 
| tt constitution ; _ there! remain, fiv & “whol have ite 
yet discussed’ its . their apie ted tires 6f me s 
not being: ‘yet. ‘airived.” ‘oTwvo: ‘are. to’ meet + tis 
‘month, the fest: later: “One ‘more ‘agecinig it will 
| be’ cartied into execiiti on. Jompy obably46 some? will 
not agree at’ présent,, but time may bring ‘them in; 
$0 that! we have little doubt, of its: ‘veep ae 
ral, ‘perhaps with! “some ‘corrections. , As'itor-your 
“friend's taking,a’ sharein) the management iof 

age and infirmities ender him: unfit-for athe bus 
ness, as the’ business would be for chim, ol After the 


ey: expiration of his presidentship, which:willinow. be 


ina few months, he i Is ‘determined to engage no more 
‘in public affairs, even if required ; but his country- 
men will be too ‘reasonable’ “to. require it, You 
are ‘not'so: considerate; : ‘you ; are an hard task2master. 
You insist on his writing his life, alreadya tong work, 
and at the same time would have: him ‘continually 
em: maployed ‘in’ ‘augmenting ‘the subject;' while | ithe 

me shortens in which: ‘the. work 4 is ‘to be executed. 
eae! ‘Washington i is the manithat: call idur-eyes 
. are’ fixed on’ for president, and what! little inifnence 


T may P have, is is devoted to him. ~SFRANKLING 
A iC PLE a nf 


= 
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dint AB iat AHA ORIN Oh Hy” SRR HH 
oy, BO. THE D Duxe DE LA Rocueroveaunr. sdb 
mtbr: For Suits «Philadelphia; Oct. (22, 1788,. 
MBs |G ED tare | pie affairs begin to. wear a more 
quiet aspbet: The disputes about the. faults of: the 
new, constitution are subsided.., The first. congress 
will probably mend the. principal ones and. he 
congresses: ‘the rest. That which, You, mentioned 
did: not. pass. unnoticed i in the. conventions: Many, 
iT te ‘emeimber + ight, were for. making: the: presid ! oh 
- nicapable ‘of being’ chosen ‘after’ thé first four ‘years 
But the majorit ity ane for’ leaving’ “the. ‘eléctorg tes 

to “choose whom, ‘they, pl leased + 2 and it was alleged l 
that such incapacity might tend to,tnake. the, presi 
‘dentiless' attentive ito.the: duties. of :his:.office, and 
-to-the ititerests of the pedple, than he would'be ifa 
Second" Choice depended bi thet Boba Opinion “of 
them. — We: are making experiments i in politics; ‘what 
] “Knowl viedge we e shall gain bys them will. be more, ¢ cer 


OWE 


eae ere | 


in, though, perhaps. ave, may hazard too, mn, in 


lice of acquiring it.” banuolieg zsloaian yasta yd 
slow, od’ ‘lo Suveot ni Aesvio® fovowls lem ab bind 


comnarreesdo: Hisdtadhiquel por sbos be de AOtinitene: ois 
naa To Mo LE ig EILLARD, 


fas ebwayror 3 Me OR sha? hahah tas WOES DL 9. Mes : PPE ROOO & 
‘ * * Ta * * : 


dey i ” Tis otal kd aie! ni? DANA Gis ~ she 4 BIDE S 


Oct: 24, ‘1788. 
ehh MF Oak: affairs: thend dailya oil are’ ‘getting’ Sito 
good ‘Oi der’ ‘very fast. _ ! Never was any measure so. 


Qs i $64 fs tab) Fo Abe 
joroug ghly ‘ iscussed ag our proposed new ¢ “consti- 
Pra porte ESE bright: sap vat PA se 
Many: objections were made toitimt the ‘pub- 


ij oy 3 pp 


lic papers, and answers to those objections. Much 


e 


party P heat: there was,, and’ ‘some’ violent pers onal 
abuse. IT kept out’ of the ‘dispute, and: sb otily 
bares gee ferent tne tp Dp 


+ a bles . “4 <f 
#8) Sippel ‘tobe the flog. i as h seagate Ab 
re hareney © > ome te, € ie WES | é wn spt nr it RE 


A Compar Lien ra the Conduct ap. the Ancient JEWS, and of 
>the ANTIFEDERALISTS : in the United States of America, 


‘A vealous advocate for the proposed Federal-Constitution, in 
a certain public assembly, said) that*“ the repugnatice of great 
part of mankind to good goverhment-was such, that he believed, 
that if an angel: from heaven was.to . bring down a..constitutien 
formed there for our-use, it would nevertheless: meet with violent 
opposition.” . —He was reproved for the supposed 1 extravagance of 
the'sentiment ; and he did not justify: it—Probably. it are not 
have: immediately occurred to him that the experiment had been 
tried, and that ‘the ‘event was recorded inthe‘ most faithful of 
all histories, the Holy Bible ;,’ otherwise he mighty as’ itseatisdo 
me, have: aupperted his, epPinies, -by that sain ibe 
thority. WA verge she sea geld “ft are 
» The eee Hote) had pie pine to pai up, a single 
family, by continued acts of his attentive providence, till it be- 
came a great’ people: and having ‘rescued them! from bondage 
by many miracles performed by his'servant; Moses, he personally 
delivered to that chosen servant, in presence of the whole 
nation, a constitution and code of. laws. for their observance ; 
accompanied. and sanctioned with promises of great rewards, and 
threats of severe. punishments, as the. consequence of their 
obedience or. disobedience. , opto Roaad 
vi This constitution, though, the, Deity himself was to be at its 
head (and it is therefore called by political writers a a  Theocracy. ) 
could n not be carried. into execution. but by the means Ley his 
ministers : "Aaron and | his, ‘sons were therefore ol ommissioned to 


be, with seoaie ths first established oe of. the m “new cone 
ment, EES ae GS Be GOSH ria lhtec des. JHB a ae 
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oe ERPS to be too,apprehensive about our presi-. 
sas arperpetval india mor ne euhave 


jo obinan hats Vittiodlentiod thes: ayyaoitiqntent of'h meni sie 
had distinguished ‘themselves in procuring: the liberty °of :theit 
nation, and had hazarded their lives iw ‘openly opposing the will 
of a powerful monarch’ who would: have’ Fetained’ that ‘nation in 
slavery, might have been ‘an appointment acceptable to a. grate- 
ful ‘people; and *that ‘a ‘constitution framed» for ‘them bythe 
Deity ‘himself, might; on that account, have *been secure’ of *an 
universal welcome reception.: Yet there were in every one ofithe 
thirteen tribes, some discontented, restless 'spirits:;who were’con- 
tinually exciting them to reject’ the) proposed new ‘government, 
and'this from various motives.) «ii ge ond ooh owe du 
Many still retained. an affection for: Egypt, the land : of their 
nativity; and’ these, whenever: they felt any; inconvenience; or 
hardship, though: the ‘naturah-and:unavoidable effect’ of their 
change of theix situation; exclaimed against:their leaders asthe 
authors! of: theit:trouble ; and wéréynot only» for returning into 
Egypt; but for ‘stoning: their deliverers.* | /Those inclined ‘to 
idolatry} wereodispleasedthat their: goldén ‘calf wasidestroyed. 
Many of the:chiefs:thought the new constitution might: be inju- 
riousito their particular interests, that the profitable places'would 
belengrossed by thé families and:jfriends of « Moses and ‘Aaron, 
and others ‘equally:well-born excludeds*++In' Josephus, anid’ the 
‘Talmud;'we learn soméparticularss:not so: fully ‘narrated “inthe 
‘Scripture, * We are ''there: told, **’Dhat ‘Corah was ambitious-of 
thé priesthood, and: offended. thati:it: wasconferred on’ Aaron’; 
and,this, as he»said, by ‘the authority of Moses only, without: the 
éonsent of eo, OR Moses of having; by various 
‘ wig 4 Numbers, chap.. aive ae tiv sqatlo anode 
2 Numbers, chap. xvi..ver. 3, And) they guild themselves" toge- 
ther against’ ‘Moses! vand~Aaron, and said unto them, Ye take! too” “much 
Upon you,‘seeing alli the: congregations ‘are ‘holy, évery:one of ‘them,— 
wherefore then lift: ye: up yourselves ‘above the congregation” noes oy 
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anyisuch intentions :of what:danger there may be 


ofistich an event we'are all.aware,and:shall take 


artifices, fraudulently obtained the government, and deprived the 
péople of their: diberties:s; and! of conspiring with: Aaron, to petpe- 


tuate the: tyrauny:! ‘in ptheir family. . ‘Thus; thoagh-\Corah’s, teal 


iniotive! was the supplanting of, ‘Aaron, he, persuaded i ithe people 
that he, meant: only the: public good ;; and’they; moved: by-his 
insinuations, . -began.to ‘cry out,,: ‘Let us. maintain; the common 
liberty of our respective tribes ; we haye: freed, ourselves: fro 
the slayery,,imposed.upon,us,by the Egyptidns, and, shalhiwe 
suffer ourselves.to; be made slaves by: Moses? ». If -we: niust-have 
a master; it \were-better to: return: to Pharaoh, ; who, at least fed 
us with: bread. and ‘onions, than to serve. this. new tyrant, who by 
his operations has brought us: into danger of famine.’ 'Then'they 
éalled in’ ‘question. ‘the: veality of his conference with God; ‘and 
objected: to: the privacy ‘of: their-meetings, and; the ‘preventing 
any of. the people ‘from: being present at the icolloquies, or even 
approaching’ the’ place, as grounds: of great’ suspicion... They 
acéused:Moses also of peculation ; as émbezzling) part-of the 
golden 'spoons:and the silver chargers that the princes’ had offered 
at the dedication of the altar,’ and the offerings of gold: by’ the 
common people,” as well as most of the’ poll tax ;?’ and Aaron 
they. accused. of pocketing much of the gold of which :he pre- 
tended to have'made a molten calf. Besides peculation, they 
charged. Moses with ambition:; to gratify which passion; he had, 

they said, deceived the people, by promising: to bring/them to a 
‘land flowing with milk and honey ; instead of doing which, he'had 
brought:them from such a land ; and that he thought light of all 
this. :mischief, provided he could make’ himself. an , absolute 
 prince.*; That to support the : new dignity. with splendor i in ‘his 


* Numbers, chap. vii. >? aia: XXX. Vers 2, 
» 3: Numbers, chap; iiinand Exodus, chap. xxx,.i00 (a3 deme 
ei «Numbers, chap. xvi. very 13. “Is it a: dent thing that thou hast 
-brought us up. out of; a land flowing with milk and honey, to ill us in the 
wilderness, except thou make thyself altogether a prince oyer us?” 9» 


“ 


- 
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care effectiially to ‘prevent’ it!) ‘The ¢lidive!is from 
four’ years to: fivel years 5 the appointiients: will “be 


rit hei dak, higets hea “rte ay Oe CNS ayy viata rt ht ice eee: Cra 2 we aneel 


HF ot gi ney 1 ape, TIC A979 fo a ob S29) thee 2090s BP Sa as 
family, the partial poll, tax, already, levi vied, and en ona 
was to be f followed by a general one, * which would | probably be be 


augmented.from. time to time, if he were suffered to. go on pro- 


mulgating new, Jaws,, on pretence o of “new. occasional, revelations of 


the divine, will, till, their whole. fortunes, were, devoured, by that 
aristocracy.” bSIIGy BAT othe Wop G45 ls vip) ei HEME es 
~ Moses, denied the charge a peculation 3, and, his. accusers 
were destitute, of proofs 3 to. support it; tt fess ashe if real, are 


athe eir nature,capable. of proof, 5 “T ha haye not,” .s aid. he, (with 


holy contiden nce in the, Presence | of God i 4] I have n not taken 


“ey RARE De # y 


fr rom this people the value of an, ass, nor done them any 0 other 


injury.” But his enemies had made the Sie Aen a one 
success among, the populace ; Ae no kind of eeu B39 Was 


rook les, oF, easily, believed Lak AUP i ac susation of 


mavery.... gana acd i EERE Oe ee Mdned 3 be! fi ONS th ge pgs ene 
Int fine, no less_ than two, hundred and f fty of of th s. g.procipal 


men, famous inthe PEA TAS Of APRS Pra ening 
and exciting the mob, worked them, up to such, a itch 
Phrensys that sthey..called 1 ON at Pas 2 Si 8tORS,, oP And. 
thereby secure our sbherttes : and d. let u us _ch Jo0se._¢ other captains 
that ponies us back into, Bypt jn. case we do not succeed in 
reducing th e Canaan ites Pe oan ft} Sh ORES, fe - ho PES). 
“ »o Qa, thew Ane it appears, th that the Tsraclites, were : a. epeople e dear 
lous of, their. newly-acquired liberty, which jealousy was in itself 
no. fault 5 but, that. when they suffered it to be worked upon by 


he jCiaas’ Cars 


artful men, ybetendingp public ‘good, with nothing really in view 
#8 


o. Woah si $708 


but private interest, they were ‘led to oppose the establishment 
of the new’ constitution, “whereby they brought upon themselves 
much inconvenience and ‘misfortune. oe Ly ‘farther “appears "from 
the same i inestimable history, that when, after many ages, ‘that 


* Numbers, hn fii, ° * Exodus; ateoriteieti ox 8 oBhwabers: chap. Xvi" 


~~ 


. 
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small’:; thus we may change our president if we do 
not like his conduct, and he will have less induce- 
ment to struggle for.a new election. . As to the 
two chambers I am of your opinion, that oe alone 
would be heirs, re but, mY, dear friend, nothing in, 


ee 


i} i 


constitution was | become old ted ‘jmuch abused, se an amend- 
ment of it was ‘proposed, the populace, as ‘they had accused 
Moses of the ambition of making himself a | prince, and cried out, 
Stone ‘him, : stone him Page 0, excited by ‘their high priests and 
scribes, ‘they escent? against the ‘Messiah, that. he ‘aimed a at 
becoming the king of the Jews, and cried, ‘Cracify him, crucify 
him. 3 From all which we may gather, that popular opposition 
to a public 1 measure is no proof of its impropriety, even, though 
the opposition be excited and headed by men of distinction. ¥ 
To conclude, I beg I “may not be understood to infer, that 
our general convention was divinely inspired when it formed ‘the 
new federal constitution, merely because that constitution has 
been unreasonably and vehemently opposed ; -yet I must own I 
have so much faith in the general government of the world by 
Providence, that I can hardly conceive a transaction of such 
momentous importance | to the welfare of millions now existing, 
and to exist in the posterity of a great nation, ‘should be suffered 
to pass without being in some degree influenced, guided, and 
governed by that omnipotent, omnipresent, and beneficent 
Ruler, im whom all inferior spirits live and move and have their 
being. — | Fie, B. E.. 


* Some time phy the fale of ‘this letter, . nice alteration ns 
were meditated in the constitution of Pennsylvania, Dr. Frank- 
lin wrote a paper in| which this opinion is strongly. advocated : 
and. his principles of government are there further elucidated. 
See APPENDIX, No. 7. 


\ 
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a the case, of our opinions», yen enponieiieh ibid kc 
“he op 6 y Fe Pees Se oe * ag” “ge Bare i "s oy oe 1¥} fies iy 
sthlio sae a 8 cada we) bo sce | oradontundd bas 


: i a tad 


“To rue Hon: Cuartes’ Carnor, Ese. . 
~ Member of Congress. New Fork. 
Dear Frienp, Philadelphia, May. 25, 1789. 


Tam glad to see by the papers that our 
grand | machine has. at Jength begun to.work. I 
pray, God to bless and guide its operations, If any 
form of government is capable of making a nation. 
happy, ours I think bids fair now for producing 
that effect. But after all, much depends upon the 
people who. are to. ‘be. “governed... _We have been 
guarding against. an evil that old states are most 
liable to, excess of power in the rulers; but our pre- 
sent danger seems to be defect of obedience in the 
subjects. ‘There is hope, ho wever, from the en- 
lightened | state. ‘of this age ‘and. country, we may 
guard. efiectualy ag ainst thet evil as well. as_ the 
rest. ; (ARE ; 

My aadoost William: Teale F raxiklin, will 
have the honor of presenting this line; he accom- 
panied © mé to France, and. stashed with me 
during my mission : ‘Thee leave to recommend him 
to your notice, and ‘that you would believe me, my 
dear friend, yours most affectionately,. | | 

iB. FRANKLIN. 


£ 
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_ Dr Franklin having ° ‘served the’ fall period: ie 
mited by the constitution of the state of Pennsyl- 
vania for the continuance in. office of its.presidents, _ 
and his infirmities and desire of repose increasing, 
in Oct, a) 88 he retired, wholly from. public affairs :- 
he use noticed: the circumstance, ina letter to his 


friend, the' Duke d de la’Rochefoucault: | 


+. o i a 7° i an mt y ‘Be 
é-% A fe cote tt Vays 54 c* ¥ [o.3 @ 
4 » = * q PEA LaRE S %, 
ead Pha &2 b YR 933 . ‘\ 4 
i > . 


wIQa ae BE! __ ie- L 
aI0# Having’ 1 now. “finished thy” fun’ of Beta 
president, ‘and promising myself to engage no more _ 
‘in ‘public business, I hope. to enjoy. ‘the small: re- 
mains of ‘life that are allowed me, | in the repose | I 
have so long wished for. I purpose to employ it 
in “completing the personal history you mention.* ¥ 
‘Tti is now brought down to my fiftieth year.” 3 “What 
is, to follow will be of more important transactions: | 
but it seems to me what is done will be of © more | 
general use to young readers, exemplifying strongly | 
the effects of prudent and imprudent conduct 1 in a the , 
commencement of a life of business.” - 4 
Though Dr. Franklin had every reason to be 
well satisfied with the reception he met on his 


. : The present. Memoirs of his Life. 
* Close of Part IE. It is to be lamented the bibeeduent, 
state of his health did not enable him to continue it further. 
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return to the United States, from his fellow-citi- 
zens; he was by no means so with the general $0 
vernment. ‘This he fully and feelingly expresses in 
a confidential letter to his particular and worthy | 
friend Charles Thomson, Esq., secretary of con- 
gress, of which the following 1 IS a COpy. | 
. Philadelphia, Dec 29, +1788. 
Dear OLD FRIEND, 

Enclosed I send a letter to the siekahdent 
of congress" for the time being, which, if you find 
nothing improper in it, or that in regard tc me you 
- could wish changed or amended, I would request 
you to present. I. rely much on your frmendly 
counsel, as you must be better acquainted with 
persons and circumstances than I am: and I sup- 
pose there will be time enough before the new.con- 
gress is formed to make any alterations you may 
advise, though if presented at all it should bes to 
the old one. ; 

- In the copy of my letter to Mr. Bulchiy you may 
| observe that mention is made of some “ consider- 
_ able articles which I have not charged in my ac- 
_ counts with congress, but on which I should ex- 
pect from their equity some consideration.” ‘That 
you may have some information what those arti- 
cles are, I enclose also'a “ Sketch of my services to 
the United States,” wherein you will find mention 

_ ¥ This letter is missing. | 
VOL, II. o 
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of the extra sérvices\I performed that do not apper-- 

tain to the office. of plenipotentiary, | viz,,as judge. 

of adminalty,,as consul before the. arrival of »Mr 
Barclay, as: banker in examining and)aceepting: 

the multitude of, bills of exchange, and as secre>- 
_ tary for several. years, none bemg-sent to mé, though: 

other ministers were allowed such assistance. 

I must own,:E did) hope: that as it is eustom- 
ary in Europe to make some, liberal provision 
foy ministers when they, return, home from fo- 
reign service, the congress would at least have been 
kind enough to have shown: their approbation of 
my conduet by a grant of: a. small tract of land in: 
their western country, which might have heemof 
use and seme hener to my posterity... Pathan 
net but stil think they will do something of) the 
kind for me whenever they shall be pleased. to take, 
my services inte. eonsideration, »as) I see. by their. 
minutes that. they have allowed Mr. Lee hand- 
_ somely for his services in England, before his,ap+ 
- pointment,ta Franee, m which-services TF, and Mr. 
Bolland eo-operated, with him, and have had nosuch, 
allowance: and since his retumn,, he has. been,very: 
properly rewarded with a good place, as, well.as, 
— tay fnend Mr. Jay: though these are trifling com- 
pensations in comparison with what was. granted, 
by the king to M. Gerard on his return from. Ame-, 
vit But how difierent is what has happened to, 

On. my..return. from England. in 1775, the 
rest bestowed,on me the office'of postmaster- 


~ ell wDON 


oe 


PART 'V. BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. O14 


general, for: which I was very thankfak «It was 
indeed an office I had some kind ‘of right to, as_ 
having previously greatly enlarged the revenue of 
the post by the regulations I had contrived and 
established, while I possessed it under.the crown. 
When I was sent to’ France’ I left it in the hands 
of my son-in-law, who’was to act’ as my deputy. 
But soon after my departure it was taken from me 
and given to Mr. Hazard. “When. the English mi- 
nistry formerly thought fit to deprive me of the 
office, ‘they left me, however, the privilege of re- 
ceiving ‘and sending my letters free of postage, 
which is‘ the ‘usage when a postmaster is not dis- 
placed for misconduct in the office: but in Ame- 
rica, [I have ever since had the postage demanded 
of me, which since my return from France has 
amounted to above fifty pounds, much of it ocea- 
sioned by my having acted as minister there. 
When T took my grandson, William Temple 
Franklin, with me to France, I purposed, after» 
giving him the French language, to educate him in 
the study: ‘and practiee of the law. But by the re- 
peated ‘expectations ¢ siven me of a secretary and 
constant disappointments, I was induced, and in- 
deed obliged, to retain him with me, to assist in 
the secretary's office, which disappointments con> 
tinued till my return, by which time, so many 
years of the opportunity of his studying the law 
were lost, and his habits of life became so different, 
that it appeared no longer advisable ; and 1 then 


‘considering ‘him a8 brought up" in’ wer esos 
line, and well ‘qualified by his’ knowledge in that 
branch for the employ of @ secretary’ at Jeastji(in 
which | ‘opinion I ‘was not‘ alone, ‘for three of my 
colledgiies, without’ ‘the smallest solicitation from 
me, chose him: sécretary of the negotiation for trea- 
ties; which'they had been: ‘empowered to’ do) took 
the liberty of recommending him ‘to the congress f 
their | protection. /OThis was thé only favor ‘I ever 
asked of them : atid the’ only atiswer Ioteceived 
“was, a resolution superseding him, ‘and:appointing 
Colonel ‘Humphreys ‘in “his place} ‘a’ gentleman 
who, though he might’ have ‘indeed'a:good deal:of 
tnilitary merit, certainly had none in the:diplomatic — 
line, and had neither the French-language; nor:the 
experience; nor the address proper to qualify:hm 
forsuch an employment.'? gp oemedT coed D 
This is all to yourself only, as a private friend : 
for 1 have not, nor ever shall, make any public 
complaint: and even if I could have-foreseen/such 
unkind treatment from:congress, their refusing me 
thanks would not in the least have abated my 
zeal for the cause, and ardor in support.of it. I 
know something ofthe nature-of- such.changeable 
assemblies, and how little successors know of the 
services that. have been renderedto the:corps be 
fore their adinissionl @ or feel Beslohane se icaete. : 


"2 "Personal interest. or Saat inflactice on this, esis subse 
quent occasions, overpowered se pretensions, er 
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such, services ; ,and, what. effect in. oblitera 
sense of them, during the absence. of the ponent 
a distant country, the artful.and. reiterated maleyo- 
Jent insinuations. of. ‘one, or two envious and mali- 
cious,persons may have on the minds of members, 
even of the most. equitable, candid, and honorable 
dispositions ;-and angina 1. sig Het these. re- 
— into oblivion. oh 64.6. fire 
~My good oie erat if; pie can,. thes tronble 
‘of this:letter;. and if the-reproach thrown on. re- 
- publics, that: they are apt-to-be ungrateful, should 
ever unfortunately be verified. with. Tespect-to your 
setvices, remember that: you. have, a right to un- 
bosom yourself! in . communicating your, griefs to 
_ your)rancient,, acters satid, mest ;,obedient., motineaie 
" gervant,? JED OF * \ 8257008 ait Be PRANKLIN« « 
Charles Thomson, Bo Secreta ‘to sbueeonal 


> SssIG2 TE GH 2 § ii 
SF 22 FzgE | . {¥ d Godt tity a i335 cy 


ilgg.. ving ABncloved j 78 the tis rH 
Smereh of THE SeRvices or Bl iP cinaliiten ro 
1k Giilekbeaie | Uniten inene OF cuenta 


(a lppigieiadas i269) alt nr sow bluow adaedt 
- Seri the Stamp Act sane nia atid ih ake 


¢ % t TO. We tistaseve: suis nom beshamlicn ea 1988s 
ag Speratum meritis.” Hor, lib, ii.-ep. ra si wae 
icable not only to. the I heroes particularly. specified, but 

to the valiant and wise in many ages and countries. 
~"*"Froni this, as from” former~similar~representations,-nothing 
‘was obtained, either. from pment? sb Aline or t REY grati-~ 


tude! sorereeten de sie heh aorta hens 
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papers against it, itt nig: ‘examination in ‘parliament, Avere 
thought to have contributed much to its repeal dtc. S199 

«sie opposed, the: Duty Act, rand though, he could. not Pre; 
vent. its:p passing, b he obtained of : Mr Townshend a an. | omission 
of several articles, Particularly ; salt. . 

An the subgequen t t difference he wrote ‘and pasta tl 
papers, refuting the hinete of p peered ene ES te ROE STRR 

He opposed all the aueens acts. Pod peso? 

He had two secret negotiations with the ininisters for their 
repeal, of which) he has written. a-natrative.”), In. this! he 


offered payment for. the destroyed tea, at his. asd risk, in 


ph eee i th 1" See 


ease they were repealed. . " ‘ ee et 


re 5 


. He was Joined. with 1 Meaph Bolland an i Tee | an, all, the 


em | ¥ 


ral ‘pamphlets at his. own iisiode ine: expense ag ren 
then measures of government, “whereby h er Aaa Widibett 
ébnoxious, was ‘disgraced before the priv ie so 
of a place in the Post-office of 3001. sterling a-year, vand 


{ Lee ¥ ing Le 
obliged to resign his agencies, viz... | ‘pd ay gale a 
wt) We SE Bes (Fue i AE | ‘ i o¥ Pra a a Sin ihe sh egamile hx if ie mats Ra 


of Pennsylvania P £.500- 
of Massachusetts... 400 


of New Jersey 100 aca 
of Georgia «. PES coin 78 ane 
SER ACO ARES PMB ae 
Nig (2p Ag 
£. af iil 
ihe itye a i Peek idepies!® bey 


In the ehote ‘15001. nails per annum, a er 


' Orders were sent to the king’ S governors hot to sign any 
warrants on the treasury for the orders ‘of bis salaries 5 and 
though he was ‘not actually dismissed by the colonies that 


i skae a” 
> 


* See Vol. I. p. eA ekdbaaieteicn 3 reiey THopiwnlis & 
* See APPENDIX, No. 5, 


y pha rae “werent 
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emploved: ‘him, yét, thinkine the known malice’ of the court 
against ‘pnp ‘tendered hit legs’ likely’ than’ ‘oiiérs t” Waite 
theircuttaie’d to their advantage; hé jadged Gt (6 be ehis'duty to 
withdraw:from their heaves dnd leave it open for less excép- 
tiotiable ane whieh savedthéin the pte agl yal Femoving 
hithi ss) 6! vd £ jacsoo, od daint.dads enetts ain 
p » Retorning! ‘to: mR ‘He ‘ehrcourdged the’ Rewtuien? 4 
Was, appointed*chairman of 'the’ € cominittee of safety, where 
he projected ithe chevaur dé prize for securing: Sienna 
the the ‘residence. of. coligress: et ybad yt tod ai 
Was sent by congress to head- -quaiters near Boston With 
Messrs:‘Harrison and: Lynch: i 1775; to settle some affairs 
with the northern governments and ‘General Washington. | 
Anctherspring of. 1776, was sent to Canada’ with Messts. 
Chasé!and: Carrol, passing the Lakes whilé they were not yet 
free) fromeice—In Canada, was! with his” eolleacties instru 
mental: inyredréssing «sundry: grievances, and thereby récon- 
_ciling the people more tosour'causé. He there advanced to 
General Atnold and other’ servants of congress, then: in ex+ 
treme:netessity, 3531. in‘gold:out of his owt pocket, on the 
 crédit Of congress, which was of great service at that mans 
turé, in-procuring provisions for our army.’ | 
Being at the time he was‘ordered on this service upwards 
of seventy years of age, he°suffered in his health by the hard- 
Ships:of this journey; lodging in the woods; &c. in so incle- 
ment a‘season; but being recovered, the congress in the 
samé year ordered him to Fratice. . Before’ his’ departure, he 
put all the money he could raise, between three and four 
thousand pounds, into their hands; which demonstrating his 
confidence; rene oer to: lend their wis in. semper 
of the causes) Vo) i to (ifasep 8 sa, 
He made:no angie for. Horn otidhinanaie but was pnionsived 
by a-vote, the-net salary of 500k sterling per annum, his ex- 
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-_penses. paid, au me be assisted, bya secretary, who, was:to 


| | have 1,000/, per annum, to. include all contingencies. 20.0 


When the Pennsylvania assembly sent him,to England:in — 
1764, on. the same salary, they allowed him one\year’s: ad- 
vance for his passage, and. in consideration of the prejudice 
to his private affairs that must be occasioned by his'sudden 
; departure : and absence... He has‘had.no suchiallowancefrom 
__ Congress, was badly accommodated, in a miserable vessel,:im- 
proper for those northern seas, (and which actually: foundered 
in her return) was ae oy $0. cia on. his. arrival che had 
scarce atreogth to stands» hawk oe, Win ost!ie Lg, b tena ehh 

His services to the. aiebes ¢ as. is hitpieleolensna and: afterwards 
as minister plenipotentiary; are known. to congress; :as) may 
appear. in his correspondence. . His, extra ‘services may not 
‘be ‘so well, known, and therefore may-be here thentioned. 
No ) secretary ever arriving, the business was.in. part before, 
and entirely when the other comnissioners left him, executed 
by himself, with the, help: of .his,grandson, who,at. first: was 
only. allowed clothes, board. and lodging, and. afterwards :a 
salary never, exceeding. 300/. a-year, (except while he:served 
as secretary. to the commissioners for peace) by which diffe- 
rence in salary, continued many. years, the gan saved, cu # 
they accept it,, 7001; sterling a-yeans ds acad pedimyntos 
» He served as Consul. entirely, welts years, till the itinda 
“of Mr. Barclay, and, even after, as that gentleman was obliged 
to be much and long absent, in, Holland, Flanders, and Eng- 
land ; during, which, absence, , what business..of the kindoc- 
bi still came to Mr. F. ! we SEKI 
He served, though. sathcatiats, sptsinlinoshtaisiohe for the 
“purpose, asa Judge of Admiralty ; ;, for the congress having 
sent him a quantity of blank ‘commissions for privateers, he 
granted them to cruisers: fitted, out, in the: ports:of France, . 
some of them mean Pryceldoesineglery who knew every 


sa) ida 3 ’ 4 
eee ASS Co i 
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-ereek onthe coast: of ‘Bniglatid; "and," “pinning alt found the | 
island, distressed the British coasting trade exceedingly, ‘and 
raised their general insurance.’ One » of ‘those privateers ® sone, 
the Black Prince, took in the course ‘ofa year’ 75 ‘sail Al 
the papers taken in‘ each’ prize “brotight dn, Were in ‘virtue of 
-an/order of! couticil sent up to Mr. F., Wlio was to examine 
_ them, judge of thé legality of the capture, and. Write to the 
admiralty of the port, that he found the prize ¢ good, and that 
the sale might be permitted. “These: pabers, which are'very 
_ voluminous,‘he‘has to produce. ~~ 4 ee , ek 

He served also as Merchant, to make Buseaaeele and diz 
rect the shipping’ of ‘stores to: a’ very (hia hia for which he 
has charged no comthission.. 

» But the “part of ‘his service which was ‘he most fatiguing 
i ‘confining; was that of ' recéiving and accepting, after a 
duesand necessary examination, the bills of exchange drawn 
by congress for interest money, ‘to the amount of two mil- 
Uionsvand ahalf of livres annually ; multitudes of ‘the bills 
-verysiall, each-of which, the smallest, gave as much trouble 
ey examining, as the largest. And this careful examination 
was found ‘absolutely necessary, ‘from the constant frauds 
attempted by presenting seconds'and thirds for payment after 
the firsts had been discharged. | As these bills were arriving 
‘more -or less by every’ship and every ‘post, they required 
-eonstant attendance. Mr. F. could make ho journey for 
exercise, as had been annually his custom, and the eonfine- 
ment brought on a shin that is ted to afflict him while 
he lives. | 

» Ia short, though he’ bas waits Beale an active ‘man, ; he 
mever went through so. much business during” eight: years, in 
“any part of bis lifeyas during those’of his residence in France ; 
which however he did not decline till he saw peace happily 
made;-and found himself inthe 80th year'of his age ; when, 
if ever, a man has some right to expect repose. 
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» Some’ time after Dr: Franklin’s return ‘to Phila 
délphia, 2 a society for Political Inquiries was formed 
in that city, of which he was chosen president : 
and on account of his bodily infirmities, the meet- 
ings were held. at his. own house. ». Two, or, three 
ofthe essays, read in. this »society;were published 3 
its: cle ene, however; ‘was not of» Jong «continu 
ance. Paiaye OPPO Bit Heat, wd alitedt Sider ols 
“Two other societies were” also. established’ ‘itt 
Philadelphia’ about this period, founded on the 
ptinciples of the most liberal. and refined huma- 
nity > one ‘ Sor alleviating the. miseries of public. 
prisons,” and the other, Re eV 9 promoting the aboli- 
tion. of. slavery, the relicf of free negroes. unlazofidly, 
held in. bondage, and the improvement of the condition 
of the African race.’--Of each of thesé Dr. Frank- 
hin was’ president.’ . “He had as: piv as’ the ‘yet 


noua espe [uy y hat . aoe and ens ut ees: 


2 + ake 


My: Keds eh) nett ReieResn RieM ivechit: iC nity? 
; * The llabing Appress. and PLAN, og the,latter. ne 
are supposed, to have, been. drawn, up,by Dr. Frapkling 0.5 4.) 
An Address to the Public, from the Pennsylodnia Scones 
“promoting the Abolition of Slavery, and mx i f Free 
» Negroes; unlawfully held in: nea od Baber rtutes 


Iris with peculiar satisfaction wé assi¥e’ the siden of! hue 
manity, that in prosecuting the design of our association, our 
endeavors ‘have: ‘proved: ‘suacesaful, fat or our: ‘most san- 
guine expeetationssi15/) watiml Co i seth new waren 

Encouraged. by this sdebedeinnd by oe aati aucbcke of 
that luminous, and benign: spirit.of liberty, whieh, is, diffusing - 
itself throughout t the,world, and, humbly hoping.,for the conti- 


nuance of the divine blessing, on our labors, we have ventured: 


-, ea Sn ee er Looe ea sence 


PART V; BENJAMIN FRANELIN. — FD 
1772))'strongly “expressed his abhotrerice of the 
traffic it'slaves, as-appears by his letter of thé 22d. 


sf 
ewe or 


to"make an “inipottant ‘addition to-our original plan, and-do 
therefore eariestly solicit the. support and assistance of _ all 
who can feel tle tender emotions of sympathy and compassion, 
or relish the exalted pleasure.of beneficence. "9 

Slavery is such an atrocious debasement of homer nlai, 
that, its very extirpation, if not performed with solicitous care, 
may’ sometimes open a source of serious evils. . 

- The unhappy man, who has long been ‘treated as a brate, 
- animal, too! frequently sinks beneath the common. standard of. 
the human species«. The galling chains’ that bind, his body, do 
also fetter his intellectual faculties, and impair the social affec- 
tions of his heart. Accustomed to move like a mere machine, 
by the will of a ‘master, reflection i is suspended ; he has not the 
power of choice ; and reason and conscience have but little i in- 
fluence over his conduct, because he is chiefly governed by the 
passion of fear. He is poor and friendless—perhaps w worn out 
by extreme labor, age, and disease. 


' » » Under such-cireumstances, freedom, may often prove ay -mis- 


fortune to himself, and prejudicial.to society... 

_ Attentios to émancipated black people, it is ‘therefore to ship 
Neal will become a. branch of our national police; but.as, far 
as we. contribute. to, promote this emancipation, so, far that 
attention is evidently a serious duty incumbent on us,.and.which. 
we mean to discharge to the best of our judgment and abilities. 

To instruct, to advise, to qualify those who have been re- 
stored to freedom, for the exercise, and enjoyment of civil 
liberty, to promote in “them habits of ‘industry,’ to furnish them 
with employments suited to their age, Sex, talents, and other 
circumstances, and to procure their childfen an education cal- 
culated for their future situation in life; these are the great 
outlines of the annexed plan, which we: ‘have adopted, and which 
wre conceive will essentially promote ‘the public good, and the 


\ 
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August in that year, to: Mr. Anthony Benezett, in- 
serted in the 1st Pari of his “ Private sitawin: . 
secant a AA ee AtaL Aik 7 see ee eee es Ser saa 


happiness of these” our hitherto! too fics sim neglected allow 
creatires. ° © ay . 

oA ‘plan so. extensive cannot be cartied into ehetatisi ethene 
considerable pecuniary’ resources, beyond the’ present ordinary 
funds of the society. We hope ‘much from the’ generosity of: 
enlightened and benevolent freemen, and will gratefully receive: 
any donations or subscriptions. for ‘this purpose, which may be 
‘made to our treasurer, James! Starr, or to James Bech hanna 


chairman_of our, committee of correspondence. i Baye Rae - 
oa »y order of, ex Faegls oe Sas (hem jth? 

, BR. FRanxtiny, President. a 

REP “a 

_ Philadelphia, oth of November, 1 1789. ‘in, g S0te cl 4 1a aOR 


‘Plan for Improving the Condition fof the Pree Blacks. . or 


Tur business relative to free Diaeke: shall as transacted bya» 
committee of twenty-four ‘persons, annually elected by. ballot, 
at the meeting of this society, in the month called April; aad 
in order to perform the different services with expedition, Tregu> 
larity, and energy, this. committee shall resolve. itself into the: 
following sub-comnittees, v vig. y / byvD. el izk 


vin gha- vd. fis ‘he 

A eoannities of. inspection, who shall. ae the morals 
general conduct, and: ordinary ‘situation of the free negroes, and. 
afford them advice and tera aint from marie and 
other friendly mo) pare” Ry oe MA at ante 
pty he gr Cte eratanin 

A committee of guardians, who shall alacd out children and | 
young people with suitable persons, that. wii ‘may (during a 


id 
et 


us 
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The labors’ of both these’ societies: have: been 
crowned with great success, and they continue to ! 
‘moderate time of apprenticeship or servitude)-learn some trade 
or other business of, subsistence... The committee may effect 
this partly by a persuasive influence on parents and the persons 
_concemed, and partly by co-operating with the laws, which 
are, or may be. enacted, for this and similar purposes: in form- 
ing contracts on these. occasions, the committee shall secure to 
the society, as far as may be ascii the right of guardian- 
ship over the. persons so bound. htcth Sch i crigin SOO 
‘imorzad me aging oF 1) aa heen ee ee ae at olin 
A Ceoriitthe of education, who shall superintend the schdol- 
instruction of the children and youth ofthe free blacks : they 
‘may either influence them toy attend regularly the schools al- 
ready established in this city, or form others with this view 5 ; 
they shall, in either case, provide, that the pupils may receive 
such learning as is. necessary for their future situation in life; 
and especially a deep impression. of the most important.and 
generally acknowledged moral and religious principles. They 
shall also procure and preserve a regular record of the iachick li 
bisths, and manumissions of all free’ Leena PEA 
IV. 
a A committee of employ, who shall endeay or to procure con- 
stant employment for those free negroes: who are able to work : 3 
as the want of this would occasion- poverty, idleness, and many 
.vieious habits. This committee will, by sedulous inquiry, be: 
‘enabled to find common labor for a great number: they will 
also provide, that such as indicate proper talents, may, learn 
various trades, which may be done by prevailing upon them to 
bind themselves for such a term of years as shall. compensate 
their masters for the expense and trouble of instruction and 
maintenance. - The committee may attempt the institution of 
some useful and simple. manufactures, which. require but little 


10 RET a ey eae 
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ba 
prosecute with unwearied diligence the landable 
designs for which they were established. 9 

According. to. Dr...Stuber’s account, . “ Dr. 
Franklin’s name, as president of the Abolition So- 
ciety; was signed to the memorial presented to the 
house of representatives of the United States, on 
the 12th of F ebruary, 1789, praying them to exert 
the full extent of power vested in them by the con- 
stitution, in discouraging the traffic of the human 
species. This was his last public act. In the 
debates to which this memorial gave rise, several 
attempts were made to justify the trade. In the 
Federal Gazette of March 25th, 1790, there ap- 


peared an essay, § signed ne ‘written. by 
pa ed 


i 


skill, and also may assist, in commencing: or Wich as - 
appear to be qualified for it. 9? |e : 
Whenever the committee of inspection shall find persons of 
any particular description requiring attention, they shall imme- 
_ diately direct them tothe committee of whose care they are the 
proper objects, | | 
In matters of a mixed nature, the committees shall confer, 
and, if necessary, actin concert, Affairs of great importance 
shall be referred to the A committee. , 
_ The expense incurred by the. prosecution of this plan, shall 
be defrayed by a fund, to be formed by donations or subserip+ 
tions, for these particular purposes, and to be kept separate 
from the other funds of this seciety. — 
. The committee shall make a report of their eataaae and 
of the state of their stock,to the society, at their quarterly 
meetings, in the months called April and October. . , 


» Philadelphia, 26th October, 1789. 
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Dr. Franklin, i in, which, he. communicated a. speech,. 
said to have been delivered in the Divan of Algiers, 
in 1687, _in opposition. to. the prayer of the petition 
of a sect called. Erika, or, pur ists, for the abolition, 
of, pir acy,and. slavery... This pretended African, 
speech was an excellent parody of one delivered 
by Mr. Jackson of: Georgia. .' All the arguments’ 
urged in favor of neero slavery, are applied | with 
equal force to justify the plundering and enslaving 
of ‘Europeans. it affor ds, at the same time, a de-- 
monstration of the futility of the arguments in de- 
fence of the. slave. trade, . and of the strength. of 
mind and. ingenuity of the author, at his advanced, 
period of life. . It, furnished, too, a no less con~ 
vincing proof of his power of imitating the style of 
other times and nations, than his celebrated para~ 
ble against persecution." And as thé’ latter led 
_haany, persons. to search the Scriptures with a view, 
to find it, so the former caused many persons: to 
search the book-stores and libraries, for the work 
from which it was said to be extracted.” 
. This piece, of itself so ingenious, and being one 
of the last compositions of Dr. Franklin, (written 
only.a few weeks previous to his demise) has on — 
these accounts: been thought of sufficient interest 
to be here inserted. dds ih | | 


beso. * See Part IIE. Sect. I. * Writines.”) | 
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“To THE Epieee OF THE Faperat Gazerres 


Sir, March 23, 1790. 
Reading last night in your excellent paper the 
speech of Mr. Jackson in congress against their meddling 
with the affair of slavery, or attempting to mend the condi- 
tion of the slaves, it put me in mind of a similar one made - 
about 100 years since, by Sidi Mehemet Ibrahim, a member 
of the Divan of Algiers, which may be seen in Martin’s 
Account of his Consulship, Anno 1687. It was against 
granting the petition of the sect called Erika or Purists, who 
prayed for the abolition of piracy and slavery as being unjust. 
Mr. J ackson does not quote it, perhaps he has not seen it. 
If therefore some of its reasonings are to be found in his elo- 
quent speech, it may only show that men’s interests and in- 
tellects operate and are operated on with surprising simila— 
rity in all countries and climates, whenever they are under 
similar circumstances. ‘The African’s speech, as translated, 

18 as follows ; | | | 


" rage Bismillah, Be. God is great, and spegecge is - 
prophet. 


“ Have these Erika considered the consequences of se 
ing their petition? If we cease our cruises against the Chris- 
tians, how shall we be furnished with the commodities their 
countries produce; and which are so necessary forus? If we 
forbear to make slaves of their people, who in this hot cli- 
mate are to cultivate our lands? Who are to perform the 
common labors of our city, and in our families? Must | we 
not then be our own slaves? And is there not more compas~ 
sion and more favor due to us as Mussulmen thai to these 
Christian dogs? We have now above 50,000 slaves in and 
near Algiers! this number, if not kept up by fresh supplies, 
will soon diminish and be gradually annihilated. If we then 
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cease. taking and plundering the infidel ships, and making 
slaves of the seamen and passengers, our lands will become 
of no value for want.of cultivation ; the rents of houses in the 
city will sink one-half; and the revenue of government 
arising from its share of prizes be totally destroyed! ! And for 
what? to:gratify the whims of :a, whimsical sect, who would 
have us not ;only forbear making’ more. slaves, but even to 
manumit those we have. But: who is to indemnify their mas- 
ters for the loss? Will the state.do it? Is our treasury sufs 
- ficient ?: Will the Erika do it? Can they do it? Or would 
they; to-do what they.think justice to the slaves, doa greater 
injustice tothe owners? And if we set our slaves free, what 
is to be' done with them? Few of them. will return to. their 
- countries » they know too'well the greater hardships they must 
there be subject to: they will not embrace. our holy religion; 
they will not adopt our manners; :our people will not pollute 
themselves’ by intermarrying with them’: must. we maintain 
them as ‘beggars in our streets; or suffer our properties to be 
the prey of their pillage? for.men accustomed to slavery will 
not work for a livelihood when not compelled. . And what is 
there so pitiable in their present condition? Were they not 
slaves in their own countries? Are not Spain, Portugal, 
France, and the Italian states, governed by despots, who hold 
all their subjects in slavery, without exception? - Even Eng- 
land treats its sailors as slaves; for they are, whenever the go- 
' vernnient pleases, seized, and confined in ships of, war, con- 
demned not only to work,but to fight, for small wages, or a 
mere subsistence, not better than our slaves are allowed by 
- Is ‘their condition then made worse by their fallig into 
our erating No; they have only exchanged one slavery for 
another, and I may say a better: for here they are brought into — 
a land where the sun of Islamism gives forth its light, and 
shinés’ 7 in full a eis and. slash have an opportunity of 
pir erie 63 51 fhe @ Rb aeerh ts pg 
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making themselves acquainted with the true doctrine, and - 
thereby saving: their immortal souls. ‘Those who remain at 
home have not that happiness. Sending the slaves home then . 
would be-sending them -out of light into darkness.—I repeat 
the question, what is to be done with them?. I have heard it 
suggested that they may be planted in the wilderness, where 
there is plenty. of land for them to subsist on, and where they — 
may florish as a free state; but they.are, 1 doubt, too:little 
disposed to labor without.compulsion, as well as too ignorant 


to establish a good government, and the wild Arabs would 


soon molest and destroy or again enslave them. While serving 
us, we take care to provide them with every thing, and they 
are treated with humanity. . The laborers in their own coun- 
try are, as I am well informed, worse fed, lodged and clothed. 
The condition of most of them is therefore already mended, 
and requires no further improvement. Here their lives are in 
safety. ‘They are not liable to be impressed for soldiers, and 
forced to cut one another’s Christian throats as in,the wars of 
their own countries. If some of the religious mad bigots who 
now tease us-with their silly, petitions, have in.a fit of blind 
zeal freed their slaves, it was not generosity, it was not hu- 
manity that moved them to the action; it was from the con- 
scious burthen of a load of sins, and a hope, from the sup- 
posed merits of so good a work, to be excused from damna- 
tion.—How grossly are they mistaken. to suppose slavery to 
be disallowed by the Alcoran! Are not the two precepts, to — 
quote no more, ‘‘ Masters, treat your slaves with kindness ; 
Slaves, serve your masters with cheerfulness and fidelity,” 
clear proofs to the contrary? Nor can the plundering of infi- 
dels be in that sacred book forbidden, since it is well known 
from it that God has given the world, and all that it contains, 
to his faithful Mussulmen, who are to enjoy it of right as fast 
as they conquer it. Let us then hear no more of this detest- 
able proposition, the manumission of Christian slaves, the 
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adoption of which would, by depreciating our lands and 
houses, and thereby depriving so many good citizens of their 
properties, create universal discontettt, and provoke insur- 
rections, to the endangering of government, arid producing 
general confusion. “T’ have thereforé no doubt, but this wise 
council will prefer the ‘comfort and happiness 6f'a whole na- 
tion of true believers’ to the’ whim of a few Erika,’ and dis- 
miss pom petition.” ER ES EERE TY PAE ETON aT 


» f : ; 4 
+4 5 7 % ‘ : hike r Si% ahd 3 evreey ¢ vysty Et ete 
Ps eu A , os a wa 


to this iedOniow' “The doctrine that’ eitinaariga and ‘en: 
slaving ' the: Christians’‘is' unjust, is at’ best problematical ; 
but ‘that it is the interest of this state! to continue ‘the’ practice, 
is clear; therefore let the petition be rejected.” IE 
ns ih it’ was ig pai slant Winged eobvedieds | 
aww Hogad Teh A sr aor en Tw elehaeog 
“And since like aT are dees prodace’in the minds of 
men like opinions and resolutions, may’ we not, Mr. Brown, 
venture to predict, from this’ acééunt, 'that ‘the petitions to 
the parliament of England’ for abolishing the slave trade,’ to 
- say nothing of other legislaturés, ‘and the debates upon them, 
will have a similar conclision? I am, Sir, “your constant — 
reader and humble servant, yt of} oH brogicys. * 


ty! ¥ 


o Meter the tes? of the year 1789, ya Fr ank- 
lin received a new and unexpected. | honor—-that of 
being elected a member of the Imperial Academy 
of Sciences of St. Petersburgh, . ‘It. was commu- 
nicated to him by the following handsome letter 
(in English) from the Princess Daschkaw, the Lady 
President, whom. Dr. Franklin had occasionally 
met at Paris. vy 
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To HIS : eee Dn. eeu, Franxun, 
&e. &e. PHILADELPHIA. 


Dear. Sie, | 
Having always heninleall and even sbialahind the 

idea, that you were a member of the Imperial Academy of 
Sciences, which is at St, Petersburgh under my direction, I 
_ was greatly surprised, when reviewing the list of its members 
some days ago, I did not find your name ‘in the number. I 
hastened therefore to acquire this honor for the academy, and 
you were received among its members with an unanimous ap- 
_ plause and joy. I beg you, sir, to accept of this title, and 
to believe that I look upon it as an honor os by our 
academy. | 3 

~ T shall order the patent to be civneient to you as soon as 
possible. In the mean time be assured, that it is with the 
greatest pleasure that I profit of the present occasion to give 
you token of my regard and veneration for your eminent cha- 
racter, and that I shall always recollect with pride the advan- 
tage Lhad to be personally noticed byyou.. 

_ With a sincere consideration I am, dear Sir, your most 
obedient servant, | -Princess or DascuKaw. . 


- St. Petersburgh, the 4th of Nov. 1789. 


Dr. Franklin had formerly received similar ho- 
nors from several learned societies ; among: the 
number, from the Academy of Padua, ; 
| The following i is a literal translation of the di 
_ ploma from the latter. pre 
| “ Zeal. in promoting the increase of all ‘Kinds of 
useful knowledge, naturally unites in a general society all. 
those who consecrate their talents to so noble a purpose ; and 
‘the particular act of electing them into a learned assembly, 
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is properly but. an iNet of the —_ titles of 
their relationship. 

«« Among these Mr. Franklin pei dintiaguished himself 
eminently, and rendered himself equally memorable in natural, 
philosophy and in politics, the Academy of Sciences, Let-. 
ters and Arts of Padua, conceive it to be honoring them- 
selves when they number him among the twenty-four illus- 
trious strangers, who my their constitution are to in asso~ 
ciated into their body. » VEROk TO" O 

“<The society will bi fully recompensed, if its labors in’ 
co-operating for the augmentation of science shall be such as’ 
: that) the’eminent persons whom it elects, may not regard) 
“among the: smallest of literary honors, that which on the part: 
of the society is only a solemn act of adherence to its owm 
judgment, and attention to the acclamations of fame... 

Syn LEOPOLDO M. M. Caxpant, Presidente. 
~ @ Marizo STRANNOTA, Seg. per le Scienze. 
 Metcutor Cessarormt, Seg. per le Lettere. 
‘ Palavos 20th December, 1781.” . i 


~ During the greatest part of his life, Dr. re 
lin had enjoyed an almost uninterrupted state of 
good health, and this he entirely aerated to his 
exemplary temperance. : 
th the year 1735, indeed, he had been seized 
3 with : a letrisy, which’ ended in a suppuration of 
the left lobe of the lungs, so that he was almost 
suffocated by the quantity of matter thrown up. But — 
from this, as well as from another attack of the 
same kind, he recovered so completely, that his 
; breath + was not in the least affected. — ; 
Ashe advanced in years, however, he became 
“bp to fits of the gout, to which, in 1782, a 
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niephritic cholic was’ superadded.* From'this time 
he was also affected with the stone, as well’ as the 
gout ; and’ for the! last twelve'months of his life, 
these complaints’ altnost entirely confined him’ to 
his Hag Soe eon 
“Wotwithslanding He ictiesatd nitherot: nether. 
his mental faculties nor his natural cheerfulness 
ever forsook him. His memory .was tenacious to, 
the very last; and he seemed:‘to-be an exception to 
‘the general rule,—that at’ a certain’ period ‘of ‘life, 
the organs which are subservient to this faculty’ be- 
come callous ; a remarkable instance’ of which is, 
that he learnt to speak’ French after he had at: 
tained the age of seventy | | : 
In the beginning of April. 17 90, “he was > utiaked 
with a fever and complaint of his breast, which ter- 
- minated his existence.” ‘The following account of 
his last illness was written. “ibe his friend and. Physi- 
cian, Dr? Jones. ROTH SRR it 
“ 'The stone, with whic md had. siset afflicted 
fay several years, had for the. last. twelve. 1 months. 
confined, him chiefly to. his, bed; -and., during, the 
4 extremely painful paroxysms,. he, was. obliged; to. 
take large doses of laudanum. to mitigate his tor: 
tures—still, in: the intervals of pain, he not. only. 
4 amused himself with reading and conversing cheer-; 
. fully. with his. family, and a fev, friends; who visited 
him, but was often. employed i in, doing. business of, a 
public as well as private, nature, with. various sper- 
sons. who waited on him. for that purpose ; an In, 
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every instance displayed, not only that readiness 


and disposition of doing good, which was the dis- 
tinguished characteristic of his life, but the fullest 
and clearest possession of his uncommon mental 
abilities; and not unfrequently indulged himself in 
those jeux d’esprit and entertaining anecdotes, 
which were the delight of all who heard: him: ©. 
“« About sixteen days before his death, he was 
seized with a feverish indisposition, without any 
particular symptoms attending it, till the third or 
fourth day, when he complained ofa pain in. the 
left breast, which increased till it became extremely 
acute, attended with a cough and laborious breath- 
ing. During this state, when the severity of his 
pains sometimes drew forth a groan of complaint, 
he would observe—that he was afraid he. did: not 
bear them as he ought—acknowledged his grateful 
sense of the many blessings. he had received from 


that Supreme Being, who had raised him from. 
small and low: beginnings to such | high rank and 
consideration among men—and made no doubt 


but his present: afflictions were kindly intended to 
‘wean him froma’ world, in which he was no longer 


fit to-act the part-assigned him. In this frame of 
body ‘and mind he continued till five days before 


his ‘death, when his pain and difficulty of breathing 


. entirely left’ him, and his family were ‘flattering 
‘ themselves with the hopes of his recovery, when an 


imposthumation, which had formed. itself in his 
lungs, suddenly burst, and discharged ° a great. 
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quantity of matter, which he continued: to throw, 
up while’ he had’ sufficient strength to do it, bufias 
that failed, the organs of | respiration became gradu-— 
ally oppressed—a calm lethargic state succeeded ; 
and, 6n the!17th of April;'1790, about eleven — 
o'clock at night, he quietly expired ; closing along 
and useful nari ae lhe sseegnsad voi 
ene ” Thiaoh: eb 
The following ee of sia aati naif the 
bontiid paid to his memory; is derived from: an. 
arlene source, but is correct... © ab 


wee ayy. 


¥} 


_y/ “All thatowas mortal. of this, gine: man. was 

intone on the 21st of Aprily in the cemetery: of 
Cliist’s; Church; Philadelphia; in that part adjoin- 
ing to Arch-street, in order ‘that, if a monument 

should be erected over his: grave, it might be seen 

to: more advantage.) 90): 86 SaQidgAS 

» Never. was any funeral.so. seutneaul cand so 

respectably attended’ in’ any part of the ‘States 

of Anierica. The concourse of people assertibled 

upomthis occasion was immense. All the bells in 

the city were mufiled, and the very. newspapers 

ie a ag with , Rekiaiaioh | webs ae ned 


AWliree vn previous to (ie nealts be outed bis danghtes 
Mist Bache, to have his/bed made; “‘ in order that. he might 
‘dic ina decent ; manner,” as was his expression: an idea. pro- 
ably suggested by ‘an ‘acquaintance with ‘the’ custom “of the 
‘ancients—Mrs. Baché having replied, that she Hoped ‘He Would 
“‘teéover, aritl'live iain ey he cr 


ie not; — ber rigid yoy ob hee (Per : etorahyinire Pi 
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was interred amidst peals of artillery; and nothing 
was omitted’ that could display the: veneration 
of the citizens for such an illustrious character, 
-. The congress ordered a general mourning for 
one month throughout America: the national as- 
sembly of France’ paid the same seaienaiams for 


| te ‘National ply rg Lith don 1790. 
_M. Miabeay: the, elder, having demanded and obtained leave 

to speak, addressed the Assembly as follows: 

. * FRANKLIN IS DEAD!” 

[A profound silence reigns throughout the hail 

bain The genius which gave freedom to America, and scattered 
torrents of. a bon nes is returned to the bosom. of the 
Diriatyd ood g 
_ © The sage soa two caput ge ey the ‘man. p telare a 
the history of the sciences: and the history of empires, holds, : 
most. undoubtedly, an elevated rank in the human species. . 

- ff Political cabinets have but too long notified the death of 
dete who were. never great but in. their funeral orations ;; the 
etiquette of courts has but,'too long sanctiqned hypocritical 
gtief.—Nations ought; only to-mourn for their/benefactors : the 
representatives of free men ought; never to recommend any ater 
than the heroes of diumanity to. their homage... 5! 6 o> 
The congress hath ordéred a general mourning: for < one 
month throughout the fourteen confederated states, on account 
of the'death of Franklin’; and'America hath thus acquitted her 
tribute of admiration in n behalf of one of fhe pine of: her ¢on- 
stitution. e960... OE Tose 

gif WonlA i ibinot he a vf: you, ne Nag to. onite 
yourselves. in this religious act, te’ paxticipate in this, homage 
rendered in the face iof\the;universe to: the rights of man, and to 
the. philosopher who jhas:so. Aiahs saggiio the campo 
of them throughout the, world’? » I yd a paar. esi ? 
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three; days; and) the: commons of Paris,./as .an 
extraordinary | tribute. of | honor \to: his! memory, 
assisted in a body, atthe funeral ,oration;.délivered, . 
by the Abbé Fauchet in the rotunda: of the’ ‘corn- 
market, which ‘was: hung / with waline® illuminated 


” © Antiquity would have elevated” alae {0 that mortal who,’ 
for the advantage of: ‘the ‘human’ race, embracing both heaven 
and earth in his vast and: extensive ‘mind, knew aside to subdue 
thunder and tyranny!" Sah Sepa tT DSBES PVE <ABIGS 02 

“« Enlightened and free, atin at least owes ity remembranice 
and its regret to” one of the greatest men who has’ ever served 
the cause of philosophy and of liberty. hy arr 

“ T propose, that a decree do now pass, rads that the 
National Assembly shall wear sagged me three days, for 
Benjamin Franklin”) > jd MOE 

“M. M. ‘de la Rechefoucault and La Fete immediately 
rose, in order to second this motion. ' 

The Assembly adopted it at first by seaiabndey ibid ‘iter. 
wards decreed, by a large majority, amidst the’ plaudits’ of* alt 
the spectators, that on’ Monday the 14th of June it: should go 
into ‘mourning for three days; that the discourse of M: 
Mirdbeau ‘should be printed; and that the president should 
write a letter of ae per the occasion, to the’ eae 
of Amierica. OU, AES 3 ences) al ES 
, TA UG ADT Ge aotaye! opt iaiporttl mire 
‘The Congress of the United: States thin expressed aie senti- 


ments 1 in return. | * igi oy ee hie spree ger? atudin 


“ RESOLVED, by the pat ed Honts of Representatives of 
_ the United States of “America, in Congress assembled, 'That the 
President. of the United: States be requested to cause. to:: be 
communicated to the National Assembly of France, the’ peculiar 
sensibility: of Congress, to the tribute paid: to. the. memory 
of Benjamin Franklin, by the enlightened and free representa- 
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with chandeliers, and decorated, with Pow Vege ana- 
logous'to the occasion. > fiers. 
«© Dr. Smith, provost of the College ‘of Philadel- 
phia, and Mr. Rittenhouse, one of its members, 
‘were selected bythe Philosophical Society to pre- 
pare an eulogimm to. the memory of its founder; 
and. the subscribers to the city library; who had 
just erected a handsome building for containing. 
their books, left a vacant niche for a statue of their 
benefactor, . ..- , ' . 
« This hhas § since been dlaced ae by the muni- 

_ ficence of an, estimable citizen of Philadelphia. It 
was imported from Italy; the name of the artist is 
Francis Lazarini; it is composed of Carara marble, 
and cost 500, guineas. By ee niitecrt 

_. “Tt was the first: piece of eittur, of that} size, 
which had heen.seen in, America. , Franklin. is 
represented in,a'standing posture; one-arm.is,sup- 
- ported. by means,of some,books ;, in his,right hand 


ree 9 ee 


Phe * 
Lae; 
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tives of a great nation, in their decree of the eleventh, June, ‘one 
& ‘oueand seven. hundred | and ninety.” optic ¥. 
_FRep. AuG. MEcHLENBERG, . 
Speaker of the House of. Repitbenntiver: 
hei eas 8 TEEPRITY MEET 
10 » Signed, , lord ¢ 2 Sycifede ah recs tit wool peek. 
“fh Vice, hen of the United, States, ar President : 
ao 4 of the Sengtes, : 


Ate: MY lite HOD 4 ‘J sf% ani) iG Pattee 

Approved March t he B79. ow, tteinatlord 6 ees. 

1s Sine ery be ray Pit maton QOD 
»? a 


~ Oey lia anid Pres ident of the United, imal ir: 


% =e 
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he wields an inverted sceptre, an emblem of his 
| anti-monarchical principles; and in his left; ascrolk 
of paper. He is dressed in'a Roman toga. The 
resemblance is correct’: the head isa copy from 
the excellent bust produced by the chisel of 
Houdon. ‘The followitig none is engraven: 
on n the pedestal : au 
: THIS STATUE Ht sade ge 
OF 
DR. ‘BENJAMIN FRAN BLN 
| WAS PRESENTED BY - i 
- WILLIAM BINGHAM) “Bagio ho Sasso 
bis 4792 (oi Lisont boi . 
as oF ranklin’ S life,” says Ke anonymous: writer: of 
the foregoing, « affords one of the finest moral les- 
sons that can be offered up to the: Slenaetiony the. 
applause, or the imitation of mankind. SAGO 
‘Ag a man, we have beheld him preety and 
ineulcating” the- virtues of rohit iaperignn 
and industry. == | 
_& Ag a, citizen, we have seen Shin bepeling’ the 
efforts of tyranny, and ascertaining the. giperty of 
his countrymen. 
§ As a legislator, he affords a bright Any of 
BY genius soaring above corruption; and continually 
aiming at the happiness of his constituents. : 
“Asa politician, we survey him, on one hand, 
acquiring the aid of a ‘powerful nation, by means of 
his skilful negotiations ; : and on the other, calling 
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forth the common strength of a congress of repub- 
Tics, by fixing a central point to which they could | 
all look up, and concentrating their’ ‘common force, 
for the purposes of union, harmony, legislation, and 
defence. # 

« As a philosopher, his labors and his dia 
eoveries are calculated to advance the interests of 
humanity: he might, indeed, have been justly 
termed the friend of man, the benefactor of the 
universe ! ALi hy 

“The pursuits: and occupations of his esdhy 
youth afford a most excellent and instructive ex- 
“ample to the young; his middle life, to the adult; 
his advanced years, to the aged. From him the 
poor may learn to acquire wealth, and the rich to 
adapt it to the purposes of beneficence. 

“Tn regard to his character, he was rather sen- 
tentious than fluent; more disposed to listen, than 
to talk; a judicious, rather than an engaging com- 
panion. He was what perhaps every able man is, 
impatient of interruption; for he used to mention 
the custom of the Indians with great applause, 
who, after: listening with a profound attention to 
' the observations of each other, preserve a respect- 
ful silence for some minutes, beter et begin 
their own reply. - 

« He was polite 1 in his manners, and never gave 
a pointed ‘contradiction to the assertions of his 
friends or his: antagonists, but treated) every argu- 
ment with great calmness, -and conquered his 


238 MEMOIRS OF © BART V. 


adversaries ‘rather by? the’ force - reason tran ; 
assertion.” 


~The following character of Dr. Franka, by ne 


one of his intimate friends, is so ably and accurately 
drawn, spa we cole a adding it to the 
foregoing. © | or 
“ There is, in the chinadttle of every alstltt 
euished person, something to admire, and some- 
thing to imitate. The incidents that have marked 
the life of a great man, always excite curiosity, and 
often afford ‘improvement.’ If there! be talents 
which we can never expect to equal; if there be a 
series of good-fortune which we can never expect 
to’ enjoy, ‘we still need’ not'lose the labor of our 
biographical inquiries. We may pr obably become 
acquainted with habits which it may be prudent to 
adopt—and discover virtues which we cannot fail — 
to applaud. It will be easy for the reader to make 
a full application of these remarks ‘in his contem- 
plations upon the late celebrated Dr. Franxuin. 
By his death, one of the best lights of the world 
may be said to be extinguished: I shall not 
attempt any historical details of the life of this 
illustrious patriot and philosopher, as I have — 
nothing further in view than to make a few com- 
ments upon the ae striking traits of his cha- 
racter. TEAR | 
“Original genius was ‘peculiarly his’ attribute. 
The native faculties of his mind qualified him to 
penetrate into every science: and his unremitted 
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diligence left no field of knowledge unexplored. 
There wereno limits to his curiosity. His inquiries - 
were spread’ over the whole face of nature. . But 
the study of man seemed to be his highest delight: 
and if his genius had any special bias, it lay in dis: 
eovering those things that made men wiser and 
happier. As truth was the sole object of his re- 
searches, he was of course. no sectary: and as 
reason was his guide, he embraced no. system 
which that did not authorise. In short, he laid the 
whole volume of nature open before him, and dili- 
gently and faithfully perused it. bt 

i N or were his political attainments less conspi- 
cuotis than his philosophical. .The ancients usu- 
ally ranked good-fortune among those circum- | 
stances of life which indicate merit. In this view 
Dr. Franklin is almost unrivalled, having seldom 
undertaken more than he accomplished. - The 
world are too well acquainted with the events of 
his political career, to require at this time a parti- 
cular enumeration of them. It may be presumed 
the historians of the American revolution will ex- 
hibit them.in proper colors. 

“Tf Dr. Franklin did not aspire after the re 
dor of eloquence, it was only because the demon-_ 
strative plainness of his manner was superior to it. 
Though he neither loved political debate, nor ex- 
celled in it, he still preserved much influence in - 
public assemblies, and discovered. an aptitude in 
his remarks on all occasions. He was not fond 
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of taking a leading part, in buch investigations as 
eould never terminate in any degree of certainty. 
Td come forward in questions which, in their’ 
nature, are indefinite, and in their issue problema- 
tical, does not comport with the caution of a man 
who has taught himself to look for demonstration. — 
He reserved his observations for those ‘cases 
which science could enlighten, and common sense 
‘approve. ‘The simplicity of his style was well 
adapted to. the clearness of his understanding. 
His conceptions were so bright ‘and perfect, that 
he did not choose -to' involve them in a-cloud of 
expressions. Tf he used. ‘metaphors, it was to illus- 
trate; and not to émbellish the truth. “A man, pos- 
sessing such a lively 1 imagery of ideas, should never 
affect the arts of a vain ‘rhetorician, whose excel- 
lence consists ing in a ‘beantifal i “arraglenh ent 
of words. © cede ae 

_ “ But whatever claims to eminence ore Franklin 
may have as a politician, or a scholar, there is n6 
point of light, in which his character shines ‘with 
more lustre, than when we view him as a man or’a 
citizen. He was eminently great. in common 
things. ‘Perhaps no’ man ever existed, whose life 
can, with more justice, be denominated useful.— 
Nothing ever passed through ‘his hands without 
receiv ing improvement : and no person:éver ‘went 
into his company without gaining wisdom. His 
sagacity was so sharp, and his science’so various, — 
that, whatever might be’ the profession or i 
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_ tion of those with whom he conversed, he could 
meet every one upon his own ground. He could 
enliven every conversation with an anecdote, and 
conclude it with a moral. : 
_ * The whole tenor of his life was a perpetual ide. 
ture against the idle, the extravagant, and the proud, 
It was his principal aim to inspire mankind with a 
love of industry, temperance, and frugality; and to 
inculcate such duties as promote the important in- 
terests of humanity. He never wasted ‘a moment 
of time, or lavished a farthing of money, in folly of 
dissipation. Such expenses as the dignity of his 
station required, he readily sustained, limiting them 
by the strictest rules of propriety. Many public 
institutions experienced his well-timed liberality; 
and he manifested a sensibility of heart by numer- 
ous acts of private charity. 

* By a judicious division of time, Dr. Franklin 

quired the art of doing every thing to advantage; 
: atk his amusements were of such a nature, as could 
never militate| with the main objects of his pursuit. 
Tn ‘whatever situation he was placed by chance or 
design, he extracted something useful for himself — 
or others!’ His life was remarkably full of incident. 
Every circumstance of it turned to some valuable 
account. The maxims which his discerning mind. 
has formed, apply to innumerable cases and char- 
acters. Those who move in the lowest, equally 
with those who move in the most elevated rank in : 

society, may be guided by his instructions. In the 
VOL. Il. | : @ 
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private deportment of his; life; he, in many respects, 
has furnished a. most excellent model. His man- 
ners were easy and accommodating, and his address | 
winning and respectful. All who knew him speak 
of him as a most agreeable man; and all who have 3 
heard of him applaud 1 him asa very useful one. | 
Ai man sO. wise, and SO. amiable, could not but have 

many admirers, and many, friends.” rescore tp : 


- 4 te 
an 7 


Dr. Franklin’: § , sentiments eatin adh, ‘may 
be. gathered from the following letter written by 
him to his niece, Miss Hubbard, in condolence on 
the death of his brother, ‘Mr. Jolin a Aa her 
father-in-law. 


\! ny 
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3 » Philadelphia, Feb. 23, 1756. 

“ We have lost a most dear and, yaluable. relation 
(and friend).—But, it is. the will of God. that these 
mortal bodies be laid aside when the soul i istoenter — 
into real life. Existing here is scarce, to be called ° 
life; it is rather an embryo-state, a preparative, to 
living; and man is not. completely born. tll ;he -is 
_ dead. Why, then, should we grieve. that. a new 
child is born among the immortals, a new member 

added to their happy society? | 

We are spirits!—That bodies should eh lent 
while they’can afford us pleasure, assist us inac- 
quiring knowlédge; or doing good. to: our fellow- 
creatures, is a kind and benevolent act of God. 
When they become unfit for these purposes, and 
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Lists | br he vd Metin reo oa bole aii 
become: an incumt yrance, ‘and answer none bein 6 
4 “VELEN eh ~_ WR wine “OUEST VER aw 
intentions for whic ‘the were given, wt 1s. equally 
YRITS (6% Peay GHP 4 


gnarghind that a way is provided, by. 


ioe Ke may get t rid of them:— Death i Is that y way? 
JIG $19: 
we ourse ves” prudently choose a . partial: death 3 in. 


SS 843 3 id 3 OG {O29 
some cases. A mangled painful’ limb, which can- 
es PE dept et Vii ith nop . een Hey! 
not be restored, we ‘willmely cut ‘He who 


plucks out a tooth, ae parts with it freely, since, the 
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pain goes, with ith and_he t! that t quits 1 the whole body, t 
parts. at, once with, all the. pais and | possibilities. of. 
pains and, pleasures #8.) ible tr, or, capable of, 
making him suffer... ie 
“ Our friend and we are invited anna: ona party 
of piseeeed that. is to last. for. wer. . His chaise was 
first read y, and he j is. gone ‘before us. We could | 
Boks a, a BHLBY tly sta ik 
not all conv nientl ar together: and why should 
ee eS) ey if ei SET te 
you vie Tbe Bae is at ‘this, ae we are soon to 


jonas 2: none OF (96 tage hi 8 ay pe ‘? hie Jere bi 
follow and we know where to find me a 


sii yO Wi SIDE: aero Sunrie el Sh nape) 
<2¥ ig van REIS poe ith 2) chi 
Dr, Fra age nt S eat sentiments of religion, : are 
oad fd? rT a heed ea < 
Oa epicte ia e fo tei extract of a a letter, 
bh he” JG) wees aft SEARS TyTN ‘ 
ten. shortly r his death; : addressed to the 


eer ‘these M a: iat odd called i tet rivioer bhigitt 
Editor of ese Memoirs 
Geto og vain 3s nt bak Kk 


aif aif Muerte” aort rider Pert ieee ot Seite Se 
poe sCAs I often had the satisfaction) of conversing swith. 
that immortal sage, yourgrandsire, in his Jastyillness, the, fel- - 
lowing, anecdotes may, be of some use, as an additional, testi-, 
mon - of facts interesting to mankind. The Doctor had sub- 
lime ante affecting sentiments ‘of religion. ‘He believed that, 
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by the invariable laws of God in the moral world, all-crimes 
are punished either herevor hereafter; and that consequently 
an, evil deed: can-never be. profitable ¢ in any case whatever:. he 


' was. equally, —p ersuaded. that. every. good. act has its. reward. 


Under a painful disease he expressed a firm confidence, that 
all the sufferings of this life are but as the momentary prick- 
ing of a pin, in comparison to. the total happiness of our ex- 
istence: he rejoiced ih a speedy approach to the regions of 
bliss and life eternal. He dwelt with rapture on the felicity 
of beholding the glorious Father of Spirits, whose essence is 
incomprehensible to the wisest mortals; of contemplating his 
works in the higher worlds ; : and of conversing there with good 
fellow-creatures from every part of the universe. : 
© T have the honor to be, with great respect, Sir, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 
| Nicuoras Contin. 


« P,S. The baerot expressions are marked by italics.” 


With regard to Dr, Franklin’s particular opinions 
on some religious points, they may be ascertained 
in the Ist part of these memoirs, as well as from 
several of his letters on the subject, in his “PrivaTe. 
CorRESPONDENCE:” particularly in his Answer to 
the Reverend Dr. Stiles ;* which contains, in a few 
lines, his Religious Creed: and this written during 


his last illness and only a short time previous to 


his death. Other papers expressive of his religious 
sentiments, will be found in the selection of his Po- 


‘Titical, Miscellaneous and Philosophical Writings, 


forming the continuation and completion of these 
icant 


~* March 1,.1790. Part L. 


PART. | BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 245 


The following epitaph was written by Dr. Frank- 
lin for himself, when he was only twenty three years 
of age, a8 appears by the original (with: vatidus eor- 
rections) found among. his papers, aad from which 
this is a faithful copy. t2' 


[Epitaph written 1728," 


The Body 
‘of 
BENJAMIN FRankuty, 
| Printer, iim 
ike the cover of an old book,) - 
| Its contents torn out, 
_ And stript of its lettering and gilding) 
Lies here, food for worms. 
But the work: shall not be lost, 
- For it will (as he believed) appear once more, 
‘Jn a new, and more elegant édition, 
- Revised and corrected : 
Sf ielalo iach 
’ Tap Avruon. aig 


Sot Dr. Frail’ S papers “were also found 
the following lines, written likewise by himself, only 
siv years Brepions to his BECCA mit intitled’) 


ZB. FE. s “Apist! tay 3 * ri 


P Mii Wi 


olf Life Ss oti to a Feast, 
‘Near fourscore years I've been 2 guest: 


% 


“Sif isi been sdasleshinisnsiadentioss onartigeswt Es: 
And feel quite satisfied: | Od. sanuts rp BIRO 
4 “Tis time that T retire to Vest? 
Landlord, T thank y et Fri ends, good hig ght! 
Aer 22, 1784." pee ere Te 
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ec ari OF ff (abe ate fe ie bk ey apt au wir ; 


“The following sg sxtia ot from ‘the will and 
LW OF SOM rey: Sandie Pine oat Te 
codicil of Dr, Pratt: rood ey tacts 


ede, Vili sgn Tas SOOT, 4 dsimy: .1eve rebsraisian 


aia i ts 


Pye 


sehr ari ca¥ | se HS ge LNT ge #ig be tk Tavita 
vty i rest alos sont bise alt (Fe. ater 
Mec aces regard to. my books, those 1 had in France ng 
those I left in Philadelphia, being now “assembled together 
here, and a catalogue > made of them, it it is s my intention to dis- 
pose of the same, as, follows. My. History of the Academy 
of Sciences in sixty or ‘seventy. volumes ‘quarto, I give to the 
‘Philosophical Society. of Philadelphia, of which. Thaye the 
honor to be president. My collection i in faliol of Les Arts et 
ws Métiers,, L give, to, the. American Philosophical . Society 
established j in New England, of which lama member. My 
quarto ‘edition of the. same Arts et Métiers, I give to the 
Library Company of Philadelphia.—Such and so many of my 
books as I shall mark on the said catalogue | with the name of 
my grandson Benjamin Franklin Bache, I do hereby give to 
him, and such and so many of my books as I shall mark in 
the said» catalogue with the name of my grandson William 
‘Bache, I-do hereby give to him, and such’as shall be marked 
with: the name of Jonathan Williams, 1 hereby give to’ my 
cousin of ‘that name. —The residue and remainder of all my 
hooks, ‘maiiuseripts, and: “papers, I do give to my grandsdén 
William Temple Franklin, My share in the’ Library Com- 
opany of Philadelphia, T give to my grandson’ Benjamin Frank- 
‘din: Bache, confiding that-he’ will ' een his’ ee re 
' ters to ba in the atsOf PAL ROE a ae ae dah ee 


By 


a 
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owas born iti Boston, New Englandj)a id we my ‘first i ind 
Ptererprie literature to the free ' grammar schoo established 
there?” I'therefore: give one hundred, pounds sterling to my 
executors, to: be by them, t the survivors or stirvivor of ‘them, 
: paid over to the managers or sdtieckote’ of the free’ schools in 
ny native town of Boston, to be by them, ‘or those’ person or 
persons: who! shall, have the superintendence and: management 
of the°said schools, put? Out ‘to’ interest, and’ 80. continued at 


= ih over, y which i interest esa shall be’ bald out in 


Ay ey 


tn 5 14 of dit said: free sib: for ‘the’ encouragement of 
scholarship i in the said schools, belonging tothe said’ town, ‘in 
such manner as to the discrétion of the Select men of the said 
town shall seem meet.—Out of the, ‘salary that: may reniain 
? ‘due‘to ‘me as president of the states do. give the: sum. of two 
thousand pounds to my executors, to, be by them, the survivors 
or survivor of them, paid’ over. to. -such | person -oF persons. as 
the legislature of this state by an. a of assembly shall appoimt _ 
to receive. the same in ‘trust, t to’ be! ‘employed for making the 


7 re 1 SA) Fr ’ 


river sen navigable. Pas NaS tahoe Sab ets le econ 


wee Nehari aA hag eae tg : 
4 Faasy 3 rh oh RYAN east ees 4, 
© During the number of Sears I was in business, as a sta- 
toner, printer, and postmaster,’ a gr eat many small] sums be- 
seainé:due:to me for books, advertisements, postage’ ‘of letters 
and: other) matters, which were: not collected, when in 1757 
A)was sent; by the assembly to: England as theiragent, and by’ 
subsequent appointments continued there till.#775, when on’ 
_ my;return, Twas. immediately, engaged inthe: affairs of. con- 
gress, and sent to France in 1776, where | [T remained nine 
years, not returning till’ 1785, and: the: said debis not being 
. demanded in such,ajlength of time, are become im a manner’ 


obsolete, yet are nevertheless justly due. » ‘These, as they are 


’ * 
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stated in my great folio ledger E, I bequeath to the contribu- 
tors of the Pennsylvania. hospital,, hoping that those debtors, 
and the descendants of such as are, deceased, who now, as I 
find, make, some. difficulty of; satisfying such ‘antiquated de- 
mands, as just debts, may however. be induced to pay or give 
them as charity .to that excellent institution, 1-am sensible 
that much. must inevitably be lost, but I hope something con- 
siderable may be received... ,It.is possible, too, that some of 
the parties charged may have existing old unsettled accounts 
against me, in. which.case, the managers: of the said: hospital 
will allow and deduct,the amount.or py ‘the — if won! 
find it.againstimess: doi edodeibivent oF \yelw 
¥ footie ons We tolled) @il Or gr omer 

i eile my friends’ Henry’ Hill; esquire, John Jay, esq. 4 
F rancis Hopkinson, esquire, and Mr. Edward Duffield ‘of 
Benfield, in Philadelphia county, to be the executors of this 
my last will and testament, ei 4 See nominate and oe 


pent them for that purpese. © rit ety, sapere 
/T would have my: body! buried ’ with as Tittle expeave: or “cere 
RADY as may be.’ Bait a RM OG bic f : Mh sa it 


Foy Wied fe 


oun * or * m + : a ym ¢ rf ” 3 “ re 
Pipi ried ar 1788, ip stlecsih agitlia 
| Conicit. ca on it wet sail ; 

«ey Benjamin Franklin, in the foregoing. ose last 
will and testament named, having further considered the same, 
do ‘think pr proper to make and pablinh the agers ange ak 
addition thereto. mM ie Rea he 
Tt having | long been a bao aisha opinion at mine, vat 
in a democratical. state: there ought to be no offices’ of profit, 
for the reasons I had given in an article of. my drawing in our 
constitution; it: “was my intention when I accepted the office - 


of ‘President to devote the appointed salary to some. public 


) 
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uses y: accordingly, I-had already; before F made my will in 
July last; given large sums of it’td' colleges, schools, building 
of churches, 8¢.:and in that will I bequeathed two thousand 
pounds more’to the state, for the:purpdse of making Schuyl- 
‘kill navigable: -but understanding ‘since, that such a suin will 
do but little towards accomplishmg’such a work, and that the 
project is not likely to be undertaken for many years to come, 
and having entertained another idea that I hope may be more 
“extensively useful, I do hereby revoke and annul that bequest, 
and direct that the:certificates [have for what remains due to 
ame of that salary, be sold towards raising the sum of two: thou- 
‘sand pounds sterling, to be disposed on as I am now about 
to order, a ee | " 

lt has been: an opinion; that, he. who! receives: an-estate from 
his ancestors, is under. some kind. of obligation to transmit the 
same to his posterity ; this obligation does not lie on me who 
mever inher ited a shilling from any ancestor-or relation. I shall, 
however, if it 1s ‘not diminished by some accident beforesmy 
death, leave a considerable estate among my descendants and 
relations, The above observation is made merely as some 
apology to my family, for my making bequests that do not 
appear to have any immediate relation to, their advantage. 

I was bern ia Boston, New England, and owe'my first ine 
structions in literature to the free grammar schools established 
there: I have therefore already considered those schools in 
my! will. But I am also under obligations to ‘the state of 
Massachusetts, for having, wnasked, appointed me formerly 
their agent ii England, with'a handsome salary, which conti, 
nued some yeats, and although J accidentally lost i in their ser> 
vice, by transmitting Governor Hutchinson's s letters, much, 
more than the amount of what they gave me, I do not think 
that ought in the least to diminish my gratitude. I have con- 
sidered that among artisans good apprentices are most likely 
tomake: ‘good citizens, el having myself been iit to a ma- 
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anual.art, printing, in: my native:town, and afterwards assisted 
ito) set up»my business:inPhiladelphia by.kind.loans of money 
‘from two: friends there, whichwas the foundation,of my,for- 
tune, and ofall the utility im life that maybe aseribed tome, 
T.wish;to: be useful; even after my;death, if possible, in form- 
ing and advancing other young)men, that. may be serviceable 
to:their!country in: both those towns;—To ,this,end I deyote . 
‘two thousand, pounds, sterling,;, which) I igive,)one thousand 
thereof to the inhabitants of thetownof,Boston, in, Massachu- 
‘setts, and the other thousand to, the inhabitants.of the, city, of 
Philadelphia, m trust: tovand forthe uses, intents, and purposes, 
hereinafter . mentioned, and declared.—The said: sum, of one 
thousand pounds sterling, if accepted by the inhabitants of the 
townvof Rostoniviholiibsunadeaetinndeintheateestiombt {the 
elect men, united with/the ministers of, the eldest, episcopalian, 
congregational, and presbyterian churches,in,that, town, who 
are, to Jet,.outy the; same upon interest at five, per cent. per 
_ -annum,.to such: young married) artificers, under ithesage.of — 
_ twenty-five years, as have,served:anjapprenticeship.in.the said _ 
town, and, faithfully fulfilled the.duties required in thein jaden- 
tures, so,.as to, obtain a. good, moral character from atyleast two 
respectable ‘citizens, who are willing, to become, their sureties 
in a;bond.with the applicants, for.the repayment of the monies - 
80 lent with interest, according, to\ithe terms. hereinafter pre- 
scribed,.all which, bonds are jto;-be;; taken, for, Spanish milled 
‘dollars, or the value thereof.in, current gold coin, and, the ma- 
agers shall, keep a bound,book or books wherein shall be ex- 
tered, the, names, of, thoseiwho shall apply! forjand receive)the 
benefit, of, this institution, and \of their, sureties,, together’ with 
the sums. Tent, the dates, and, other necessary. and, proper, re- 
cords respecting the business and, concerns of, this institution. 
si as these loans are, intended to assist; young married arti- 
ficers in setting up their, business, they are to be, proportioned 
by spn alagersonel —_9 $0, as, not to, exceed sixty 
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pounds. sterling to ‘one\person; "nor ‘to! be ‘Tess)than» fifteen 
pounds) . And if the number of appliers°so- entitled, should 
be so‘large as that the sum will not. suffice to afford toveach 
assmuch as tnight otherwise not be improper, the proportion: 
to, each: shall be diminished; ‘so'as' to ‘afford to every one some! 
assistance. ‘These aids’ may therefore’ be. small :at'first; ‘but 
as the capital’increases by the acewmulated interest) they will 
be more, ampley \-And:in forder'to* serve as‘many as possible: 
in their turn, aswell -as-to make the repayment of: the princi- 
pal. borrowed.mure easy, each borrower shall be obliged to 
pays with the yearly'interest, one-tenth part of the principals 
which sums of principal and ‘interestso paid in, shall be again 
let out'to fresh borrowers.—And.as it 1s presumed that there. - 
-willalways be found in Boston‘ virttous’ and’ benevolént ‘citi- 
zens willing, to b estow apart of! their time in doing: good to 
the rising’ generation by superintending and: managing ‘this in- 
‘stitution gratis,.it-is hoped that:no_ part’ of ‘the money will-at 
| anytime be dead, or» be ‘diverted to:other purposes, but be. 
“continually, augmenting by the interest; in,which  casé there; 
‘may injtimebe- more; than the occasion’ in Boston shall’re- 
quire; and then some. thay be» ‘spared ‘to. athe neighboring’ or. 
‘other towns. in’ the said state’ of -Massachusetts, who may. de- 
sire toh ave. it;'stich towns ehgaging: to! pay punctually' the in- 
terest, and: the proportions’. of ‘the’ prinéipal annually ‘to’ the 
fnhabitants of the: town! of Boston. “If this plan is: exectited, 
‘and succeeds! as. ‘is: projected, without interruption, for one 
tants ate aie sas wen ie one esi skitred' ‘en rote 


fe fehrton, ie the 1afok B Pesto ue rhe out at ee ‘ais. 
cretion one hundred thousand pounds.m public works, which 
‘may be judged of most general utility to the inhabitants; such. 
' “as* fortifications, bridges,’ aqueducts, public’ ‘buildings, , baths, 
‘pavements, or whatever’ ‘may make living in the town’ more 
‘convenient to. its’ people, and ‘render ‘it more “agtee 
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strangers, resorting thither for health or a temporary resi- 
dence.——The remaining thirty-one thousand pounds I'would 
have continued to be let out on ‘interest in the manner above | 
directed, for another hundred yearsyas I hope it will have:been 
found that the institution has had a good-effect on the’ con= 
duct of-youth, and: been of ‘service to many worthy characters 
and useful citizens. At the end of this second term) if 0 

utifortunate accident ‘has ‘prevented the ‘operation,: the sum 
will be four ‘million and: sixty-one thousand pounds sterling, 
of which I ‘leave one million sixty-one thousand pounds to 
the disposition of the inhabitants of the town of Boston, and 
three millions to the disposition of the government of the state, 
vot presuming to carry my views farther. 4 
» All the directions herein given respecting the shipidian 
atu management of the donation to the inhabitants of Boston; 
T:would have observed respecting that to the inhabitants of 
Philadelphia, only as Philadelphia is incorporated, I request 
the corporation of that city to undertake. the management 
agreeably to the éaid directions, and I do hereby vest them 
with full and ample powers for that purpose: and having con- 
sidered that the covering its ground-plat with buildings ‘and 
pavements, which carry off most of the rain, and prevent its 
soaking into the earth and renewing and purifying the springs, 
whence: the water of ‘the wells must gradually grow worse, 
and in time’ be unfit for use, as I find has happened in all old 
cities, IE recommend-that-at the end of the first hundred years, 
if not-done before, the corporation of the city employ a part 
of the hundred thousand pounds in bringing’ by pipes the water 
of Wissahickon Creek into the town, so a8 to ‘supply the inha- 
bitants, which I apprehend may be done without great difli- 
eulty, the level of that creek being much above that of the city, 
_ gad may be made higher by adam; I also recommend mak- 
ing the Schuylkill: ae navigable. At the end of the 
second-hudgired. years, I would have: the. disposition ‘of the 
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four million and ‘sixty-one thousand: pounds divided ‘between 
the inhabitants of the city of Philadelphia and the government 
of Pennsylvania, in-the same manner as-herein directed with 
respeet to that of the inhabitants of Boston and the govern- 
ment of Massachusetts.—It is my desire that this institution 
should'take place and» begin to operate within one. year after 
my decease, for which purpose due notice should be publicly 
given previous to the expiration of that year, that those for 
whose benefit this establishment is intended, may make their 
respective applications; and [ hereby direct my executors, 
‘the survivors or survivor of them, within six months after my 
_ decease, to pay over the said sum of two thousand pounds 
sterling to such persons as shall be duly appointed by the 
select men of Boston and the corporation of Philadelphia, to 
receive and take charge of their respective sums of one thou- 
sand’ pounds each, for the purposes aforesaid.—Considering 
the accidents to which all human affairs and projects ate sub- _ 
ject im such a length of ‘time, I have perhaps too much flat- 
tered myself with a vain fancy, that these dispositions, if car- 
ried into execution, will be continued without interruption, 
and have the effects proposed; I hope however that if the 
inhabitants of the two cities should-not think fit to’ undertake 
the execution, they will at'least accept the offer of these do- 
nations as a mark of my good will,’a toxen of my gratitude, 
‘and a testimony of my earnest desire to be useful to them, 
even after my departure: I wish indeed that they may both 
undertake to endeavor the execution of the project; because 
T think that though unforeseen difficulties may arise, “expe- 
dients will be found to remove them, and the scheme-be found 
practicable. If one of them accepts the money with the con- 
ditions, and the other refuses, my will then is that both sums 
be given to the inhabitants of the city accepting the whole, to 
be applied to the same purpose and under the sanie regulations 
directed for the separate parts, and if both refusefsthe money 
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of.course remains in the mass of my estate; and it is to be dis: 
posed of therewith according to my will; made the seventeentli 
day of July, 1788.—I1 wish to be buried by the side of my 
_ wife, if it: may be, and that a marble stone, to be made by 
Chambers, ‘six feet long, four feet wide; plam, with only # 
small moulding round the ee edge, ale this pepnserntews ta 
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Debora 
. lb wea LL RE be slacall over us. AF 
My hp crabtree walking-stick, with a gold head lide 
wrought 1 in the form of the cap of liberty, I give to my friend 
and the friend of mankind, General Washington.—If it were 
a sceptre, | he has merited it and would become it lt was & 
present to me from that excellent woman Madame de For- 
back, the Dowager Duchess of Deux Ponts, comected with, 


some verses which should go with rise Me Een 
Pliladelphia, 23d csr 1789. . is 
of jadi t Abele whe ot) dunt Bie 
y oot 10 AR ENDION MEMOIRS. iPr) rolsers 8. 
ec 9 ee qaOhes 
, & hoe 
£ > 
4 * 9 # 
t : Cty & 
sia 
ri fi be 
é Bo) . 


’ Ay.297ToMaM REE 


ah of 69S) fr hive Aietes of to eser Of) Oe ASIST GeUro0D ic 
Heomeayaa ant aban ine vor er onrrioass airwotgnh to bseeq 
e 

ste Ae eh coniey dD warnid set oF dere. b-—.66) © wiwk de ych 
eu shen od Ss UP PLEMENT vere oe te yoliw . 

‘ Nog : " . Et ie is a " 

yaw vie omela yshrw toot met ono! Jest zie. sista 

ROMO ICM eA! DAF Lsybs Ta fqn ont OLMWOT At) roe iBaBS 

TO 
+ 
Ad BAS 


_ MEMOIRS: 


PMERAAOL Di ! Aj ede ae a4 


HISAR vw PON COMPRISING : 


» iv tv s A a yun k mine 


Characters, Eulogiums, anv Anecdotes 


OF 


‘ 


DR. FRANKLIN, 
SELECTED FROM VARIOUS WRITERS. 
WITH 


AN APPENDIX. 


CHARACTERS, EULOGIUMS, &é. 


DR. FRANKLIN. 
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Letter from Dre Price-to-a Gentleman in America. 


Dear Sir, _ mt Hackney, June 19, 1790. 

I am hardly able to tell you how kindly 1 
_ take the letters with which you favor me. Your last, con- 
taining an account of the death of our excellent friend, Dr. 
Franklin, and the circumstances. attending it, deserves. my 
particular gratitude. The account which he has left of his 
life will show, in a striking example, how a man, by talents, 
industry, and integrity, may rise from obscurity to the ‘first 
eminence and consequence in the world; but it brings his 
history no lower than the year 1757, and I understand, that 
since he sent over the copy which Ihave read, he has been 
able to make no additions to it. It is with a melancholy 
regret I think of his death ; but to death we are all bound by 
- the irreversible order of nature, and in looking. forward to it, 
there is comfort in being able to reflect—that we have not 
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lived in vain, and that all the useful and virtuous shall meet 
in a better country beyond the grave. : 

Dr. Franklin, in the last letter I received from him, ahter a 
mentioning his age and infirmities, observes, that it has been 
kindly ordered by the Author of nature, that, as we draw 
nearer the conclusion of life, we are furnished with more 
helps to wean us from it, among which one of the strongest 
is the loss of dear friends. I was delighted with the account’ 
you gave in-your letter of the honor shown to his memory at 
Philadelphia, and by congress ; and yesterday I received a — 
high additional pleasure, by being informed, that the national 
assembly of France had determined to go into mourning for 
him.—What a glorious scene is opened there! The annals of 
the world furnish no parallel. to it. 

I am, with great respect, your obliged and very humble 
servant, | ai Ricwarp Price. 


a 


Extract of a Letter from the Hon. Thomas Jefferson, Esq. 
io eto Dr. William Smith of eibiladelahia. x a oR) 


~T FEEL both the wish and the duty to communieate, i in. 
compliance with your request, whatever within my. know- 
ledge might render j justice to the memory of our great coun- 
tryman, Dr. Franklin, in whom philosophy has to deplore 
one of its-principal luminaries extinguished. But n my oppor- 
tunities of knowing the interesting facts of his life have not . 
been equal to my desire of making them known. 

Ican only therefore testify in general, that there appeared. 
to me more respect and veneration attached to the character 
of Dr. Franklin in France, than to that Ki any ane person’ 
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: Extracted’ foit the: Ralvgititx: on Dr. Franklin, delivered py Dr. ? 
W. Smith, before the American Philosophical Society. 
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in the same country, foreign or native. Ihad opportunities 
of knowing particularly, how far these sentiments were felt 
by the foreign ambassadors ‘and ministers at the court of 
Versailles. The fable of his capture by the Algerines, pro- 
pagated by the English newspapers, excited no uneasiness, as 
it was seen at once to bea fabrication to please certain 
readers ; but nothing could exceed the anxiety of his diplo- 
matic sional on a subsequent report of his death, which, 
although premature, bore’ some marks of authenticity. | 

_I found the ministers of France equally impressed with his 
talents and integrity. The Count de Vergennes particularly 
gave me repeated and ft ahi demonstrations of pis en- 
tire confidence in him. © ora" 

When he left Passy, it Cohited ae Wag village had lost i ve 
patriarch. On taking leave of the court, which he did by 
letter, the King ordered him to be handsomely complimented, 
and furnished him with a litter and mules of his own, the 
only kind of conveyance the state of his health could bear. _ 

The succession to Dr. Franklin, at the court of France, 
was an excellent school of humility to me. _ On being pre~ 
sented to any one, as the minister of America, the common 
place question to me was, sell By est vous, Monsieur, qui rem- 
placez le Docteur Franklin?’—is it you, sir, who replace Dr. 
Franklin ? > I generally answered, * No one can replace him, 
gir; 1 am only his successor.” 

I ‘could here relate a number of those bons-mots, with 
which he was used to charm every society, having heard 
many of them; but these are not your object. Particulars. 
of greater dantity happened not to occur, during his stay of 
nine months after my arrival in France. 

ye little before that time, Argand had invented his cele- 
bidet lamp, i in which the flame is spread into a hollow 
cylinder, and thus brought into contact with the air, within 
as well as without. Dr. Franklin had been on the point of 
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the same discovery. The idea had occurred to him ;. but he 
had tried a bullrush as a wick, which did not. succeed, .. His 
occupations did not permit him. to repeat and. ‘extend his 
trials to, the introduction ofa lar ger column of air than could 
pass through the stem of a bullrush. 1% 

_ About. ‘that. time, also, the King of France gave oan) a 
signal testimony. of. respect, by j joining him with.some of the 
most illustrious men of the nation to examine that ignis- 
fatuus of philosophy, the animal magnetism of the maniac, 
Mesmer ; the pretended effects. of which had astonished all 
Paris... From Dr. Franklin’s hand, in conjunction with his 
brethren of the learned committee, that compound of fraud 
and folly was unveiled, and received its death-wound. After 
this nothing very mteresting was before the public, either i in 
philosophy or politics, during: his: stay ; ‘and he was princi- 
‘pally occupied in winding, up his affairs, and preparing { for 
his return to America. , . 

These small offerings to the memory of our great. Gand ‘dee 
friend (whom time will be making still greater, while it is 
‘spunging us from its records) must be accepted by you, ‘sir, 
in that spirit of love and veneration for him, in which they 
are made: and not according. to. their insignificancy i in the 
eyes of a world, which did not want this mite to fill, up ‘the 
measure of his worth. ie ib 

_ His death was an affliction which was to happen 1 to as at 
some time or other.. We have reason to be thankful he was 
so long spared ; that the most useful life should be: the 
dongest also; that it was prtacted 6 so far beyond the ordi- 
nary span. allotted to humanity, as to avail us of his wisdom 
and virtue, in the establishment of our freedom i in.the west ; 
and to bless him with a view of its dawn in the east,. here 


_men seemed till now to have learned every thing—but_ how 
to be i: 
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Extract Om a ‘Letter from Dr. ‘Joseph ‘Priestley to ‘the 
_, Editor of the Monthly Magazine, dated Northumber- 
“land, ‘Nov. 10, 1782... . 


ca } | : 
sdueatiod I nave at. sail in. He Monthly Bedicies 
vols 36,. p. 357, that. the late Mr. Pennant said of Dr. 
Franklin, that, “ ‘living under. the protection of our mild 
government, he was secretly. playing the incendiary, and too 
successfully inflaming. the minds of our fellow-subjects i. 
America, till that great explosion happened, which for ever 
disunited us from our happy. colonies.” ... .». ‘ 

As it isin my. power, as far as my testimony will be re- 
garded, to refute. this charge, I think it due to our friendship 
to do it. It is probable, that no person now living was better 
acquainted with. Dr. Franklin, and his sentiments on) all sub- 
jects. of importance, than myself, for several years before the 
American. war. I think I knew him as well as one man can 
generally know another. At that time I spent the winters in 
London, i in the family of the Marquis of Lansdown; and few 
days passed, without my seeing more or less of Dr. Franklin ; 
and the last day. that he. passed in England, having given ot 
that. he should depart the day before, we spent together, 
an any interruption, from morning till night. 

_Now he was. so far from wishing for a rupture with the 
0 that he did more than most men would have done, 
to prevent it.” His constant. advice to his countrymen, he 
always said, Was, “ to bear. every thing from England, how- 
ever unjust ; :? _saying, that, “it could not last long, as they 
would. soon outgrow all their hardships.” On this account 
Dr. Price, who then corresponded with some of the principal 


— 


1 Inserted in the number for February, 1803. 
2 See negociations to prevent a breach, Part III. of these MEMOIRS. 
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persons | in America, said, he began to be very unpopular 
there. ‘He always said, ‘If there must be. a wary it. will be 
a war of ten years, and I shall not live to see the end of ite” 
This 1 have heard him say many times. 

It was at his request, enforced by that of Dr: ‘Fothergill, 
that I wrote an anonymous pamphlet, “calculated to show the 
injustice and iinpolicy of a war with the colonies), previous 7 
to ‘the meeting’ of a new’ parliament. ‘As I thei Fived ‘at 
‘Leeds, he correeted the press himself, and, ‘to''a’ passake, in 
which [ lamented ‘the ‘attempt to! ‘establish arbitrary power’ int 
go large a’ part’of the ‘British’ empire, he ‘added the following 
clause: “to the imminent danger of our most valuable coms 
merce, and of that rational strength, Bian ced and felittys 
“whi ich depend’ on UNON and on’ CEE Toe sais 

~The unity’ of the British empire, in all its parts, was rE 
favorite idea of his. He ‘used to” compare it to a beautiful 
“China vase,’ which, if once broken, could never be’ put toge- 
ther again: and so great an admirer was she, at the time, ‘of the 
~ British constitution, that he said he: saw no inconvenience 
_ from its being extended over a great part of the globe. With 
' these sentiments he left England ; ‘but when, on his arrival in 
America, he found the war begun, and that there was: no 
receding, no man entered more warmly into the interests “of 
what he then considered as his country, in opposition ‘to that 
of Great Britain. Three of ‘his'letters to me (one Written 
| ange oi his landing) will prove this™ © 98 10" 

“By many ‘persons Dr. Franklin i is ‘considered ‘as ‘having 
been a cold-hearted man, so callous'to every feeling: of hus 
manity, that the prospect of all the horrors of ‘a’ civil war 
rik not swat him." This was far froay apr ia the: case! ° A 
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great part of the day above-mentioned that we spent together, 
he was looking over. a number of American newspapers, di- 
recting.-me what to.extract from them for the English ones; 
and, in reading them, he was frequently not able to proceed 
for the tears literally running down his cheeks. To strangers 


he was cold and reserved; but where he was intimate, no 
man indulged in more pleasantry and good: humor, ‘By this 
shewwas the delight of a club; to which he alludes» in one of 


the letters above referred to,’ called the Whig Club, that ‘met 
at the London Coffee-house,:of which Dr. Price, Dr Kippis, 
Mr. nouns and others of the’ same stamp, were members. 


From the Pep egies fasewehas of M. ae de Waroille, 
- Member of the National Assembly and Nationale Goncen 
tion of France. 


vePum American Revolution has produced a: sities of 
virtuous citizens, intrepid warriors, and enlightened politicians’ 
‘but‘we have seen no one possess, in so high a degree, - the 


-character‘ofa true philosopher, as Dr. Benjamin Franklin. 
‘His love of mankind occupied ‘every instant of his life; and 
_ he'displayed the most indefatigable zeal in their service. His 


‘knowledge ‘was great and’ ee, his manners ‘were ‘simple, 


his morals were pure. 


oo This portrait will not afford ‘a'line of separation sificivaily 


marked between him and other patriot politicians, if ‘I do not 
add a characteristic feature to it ;. this is, that Franklin, in the 
midst ofthe vast scene’in which he acted sucha brilliant and 


“d conspicuous character, kept his eyes constantly fixed on a 


theatre infinitely more vast and extensive,—on Heaven, and 


a future life! This i is the sole circumstance that can support 
and agerandise man upon earth, and make of him a true 


ahi 
~ The different anecdotes Hie cinta in ‘the first oe of ‘his 
private life, might-afford, to an attentive observer, some idea 
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of his character ; and it indeed, appears to me to be impossible 
to read it, without a.certain degree of tenderness, mingled 
with respect. It exhibits Franklin strolling about the streets 
of Philadelphia with about four-and-sixpence in his pocket, | 
unknown to any.of the inhabitants, eating one loaf with avidity, 
holding another under each arm, and. sisdliate his thirst with 
‘tes water. of:the: Delaware! ,g:ceeu4° o. piaveap i 

+o Whos could ‘have - Miia tis tat: sine sled sedi 
sdanidel become one of the future legislators of America; the 
ornament ofthe new world ; the pride of modern philosophy, 
and‘an-ambassador to: a nation the most rich, the most pow- 
erful, and the most-enlightened in ‘the universe ? 

“Who! could have believed that France, that Europe, should 
one day elevate statues to a man, who had no > where to. repose 
his head? . ; SOT oe 
1» This‘circumstance recals ‘to. my memory J. J. Rousséau, 
with three: halfpence (his. whole.-fortune) in his purse, and 
tormented, by famine, balancing in his own mind. whether he 
ought to sacrifice his all, in, order to. procure a supper or a 
bed! After putting an end to this combat between rest and 
hunger, he lies down; and falls asleep in the open air; and 
thus, seemingly abandoned by nature .and. by men, he enjoys 
the protection of the one, and despises that of the other... The 
citizen’of Lyons, who disdained Rousseau because he was 
ill-clottied, has died unknown ; wand the man in rags,) has now 
altars erected. to his memory. | rest his ig! no 

‘These examples ought to console men of genius, who have 
bei reduced by fortune to a similar consiniany: and who are 
obliged to struggle against want. | terry 

Adversity is calculated to form them ; let hom pee, 
and the same recompense awaits them. . . 

Franklin being’ persuaded that knowledge ‘oak néver . 
spread, unless it had been first collected in a central point, ‘as. 
it. were, was always extremely, segrwus ‘to encourage literary, 


a 
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and political clubs.’ In’ one’ of these clubs; a 
i following ‘were’ the questions put to the ‘candidate: 
“Do you'believe that a man ought to be despised’ or’ per- 
sécuted for opinions merely | speculative, on account of” any 
particular faith’ that he may happen’ to profess ??) peo 
“Do 'you love truth, for its own sake?” 8 her abe 
‘e@ Will you employ all your’ efforts, in’ “order to. ‘know it 


e 


yourself, and to” instil it into’ idiot Ao SPAY Bie YAS cy 
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‘Hacina, during his residence i in "England, emireels the 
advantages resulting | from newspapers, | and associations, 
known. under the denomination of Clubs, and societies formed 
on. the basis. of a voluntary UPR BUN Franklin proposed to 


HE Dash 
adopt them 1 in his native country, 


Hea accordingly began by publishing a gazette, the ‘columns 
of which he filled up, during a scarcity of news, by. means of 
‘essays. ‘of his own composition, in_ which the moral was ge- 
erally presented under the form of an apologue ; ; in which 
reason was animated by gay but amiable pleasantries ; and i in 
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which philosophy, without ceasing to be within the compre- 
minis of the ‘simple « colonists for whom it was destined, Was 
on. a level with the ideas of an European, aN 

Te was a new Spectator, as it were, that he produced, but 
with, nuch: more nature, simplicity, and grace ; ; with an aim 
smore e extended, and, above all, more useful. i 

Anstead of the uncertain hope | of correcting some » few of 
the vices of a nation, corrupted by riches and inequality, he 
conceived a reasonable expectation of rectifying the ideas, of 
de urating : and polishing the virtues of a nascent people. 
i: 5 Bae of the fugitive pieces printed at that period by 
Frank clin, have been preserved ; and t there are some of them, 


spent Hl Be ene 


which Voltaire and Montesquieu would not have disavowed. 
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He would never‘permit ‘his Gazette to be disgraced by 
personalities. This); species uf malice,’ which:presents the 
ready means of drawing down the popular vengeance! upon 
those whom an editor is inclined: to hate, appeared to’him to 
be equally hurtful and dangerous: Itseemed to furnish a per- 
fidious kind of armsy,, which the’ hypoeritical. and: the. factious. 
might use with address, in order to provoke suspicion‘agamst — 
virtues and talents the most eniinent; to render all reputations 
uncertain; to destroy character, and: the authority of a good 
name, a circumstance so ‘necessary i an infant republic, and’ 
then deliver up the public confidence to those obscure and 
intriguing men who know how to surprise it. | 

‘The Americans were not then that enlightened people: who 
have since astonished us by the wisdom of their constitutions. 
Religion, and the incessant labor necessary to form establish- 
ments i a wild and Savage country, had alone | occupied the 
minds and the bodies of the first generations of Europeans. 

Franklin “perceived how much they’ stood i in need ‘of the 
light of philosophy ; ; but it ‘was necessary to ‘make them: feel 
this, without announcing an intention, which would have but 
too plainly discovered his own ‘superiority. © Pa fcee 

~ He accordingly formed a club,* composed of several of the 
inhabitants of Philadelphia, whose fortunes were on a ‘level 
with’ his own. “ It consisted of only twelve | persons, and the 
number was never augmented. But in consequence of. his 
advice, the majority of the members established similar asso- 
ciations ; i this means, on ‘ip ite oa animated with the 
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| solemn, eit and 3 il less bya a dependance upon the 

mother society. reg wi 8 . find 
It was his. intention to form : a more liberal communication 

of knowledge, and of sentiments, among t the citizens ; to. ha- 


bituate them to the custom of acting ‘together i in behalf of 
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their common interests; and to enable them to propagate and 
disperse their opinions, without forming a party. 

He thougit that if a private | association ‘ought. n never to 
conceal itself, it ought still less to exhibit itself to public view ; 
that, useful, while it acts by. the separate interests of its mem- 
bers , by the concert of their intentions, by the weight which their 


virtues or their talents give to their opinions, it might become 


hy F 


dangerous, if, operating | ina mass, and forming in some re- 
spects a nation within a nation, it should be at length able to 
oppose its own will to that of the people, and to place | between 
individuals. and the. national. power, a foreign force, which, 

directed by an ambitious man, might equally menace liberty 
andthe laws. 

Ati is, customary, in . the English. clam, to subject all those 
to: a slight, fine, who transgress their laws. In that of Phila- 
delphia, a. slight fine was levied every time an improper ex- 

pression was made use ‘of. ‘Those most obstinate m_ the 
belief of their own i infallibility, were obliged to, make. use of 
\ certain diffidence i in their assertions, and to adopt a degree 
: of modest circumlocution, that prevented the self-love. of the 
company. from being, shocked by. the. powerful | influence of 
swords. upon, ideas,—this. at. Jength extended ‘even. to ‘opi- 
pions, * 


tn ‘the mean time, Franklin degan, i in . an. ‘adroit ‘manner, to 
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aa? “ 1mo, To, Siilelase vi the candidate shock no soimosiy against, 
any of the members, of the. assembly. 
4d ‘ado, To profess 2 an equal degree of Jove ‘for all men, , whatever 
might be their faith, = 
'@ $tio. To lobk upon | ‘every’ arteinpt against the independence of 
religion, and of opinion, tobe tyranny. Je, a0 Ba Tene 
* ato. To love the truth: me its own ‘sake+tto take pleasure;in. ex- 
‘tending and: ‘propagating it.|: t.,.. » fins iA 
“This,” says M, okies “ was s the ee on faith of @ $0- 
ciety which rendered great. service to the Assembly. of Pennsylvania, 
withony ever pretending te to govern it" we Le 
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declare war against fanaticism, tials of course must have 
taken deep root in a country peopled by persecution. Those 
sentiments of universal benevolence, which sO easily enter 
into mild and gentle minds; those maxims of simple truth 
which good sense never rejects, conduct: by little and little, 
to indulgence, aud to reason ; and at least reduce to -a state 
incapable of doing them hurt, that enemy to mankind, which 
it would have been imprudent to have attacked in front. 

Thus, at the very same epoch, in two different parts of the 
globe, philosophy avenged humanity of the tyranny which had 
a long while oppressed and dishonored it; but it combated 
her with different weapons. 

In the one, fanaticism was an error of individiatd and the 
ubhappy consequence of their education’ and their studies; to 
enlighten them, it was sufficient to dissipate the iidhtsint of 
a wandering imagination. In ‘fine, it was ‘only inp fanatics 
themselves that it was necessary to cure, © ot 

In. the other, where fanaticism, guided by. ‘polities, had 
founded upon error a “system of domination, - and where, 
leagued | with every species of tyranny, it had promised to 
blind mankind, provided it was permitted to ‘oppress them, 
it: became necessary to rear up against it the whole force of 
public opinion, and to oppose, to so dangerous a power, all 
the efforts of the friends of reason and of liberty. The business 
there was not to enlighten the fanatics, but to unmask and 
disarm’ them. One might add to this parallel, new in the 
history of philosophy, that VotrarrE and FRANKLIN, the 
two men who had separately, but at one and the same time, 
conceived this salutary project, had the happiness to meet,,in 4 
their old age, at Paris—to, enjoy their glory. vogathetyi god 
congratulate each other upon their triumph. — , 

The philosopher, who prepared the felicity of his waste 
by enlightening men, and forming them into citizens, was 
destined to render it ‘services still more direct, and no less 
useful. The times, were'no longer such, as when the poverty 
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of the English colonies was sufficient ‘to prevent, the wars of 
Europe from extending to them. “They had already become 
sufficiently florishing to tempt the avidity of an enemy ; and 
it was equally dangerous for their repose and their liberty, to 
be either abandoned by Great Britain, or defended by its 
armies. 
vr. Franklin, who, ever since the year © 1736, had acted as 
‘secretary to the Assembly of Pennsylvania, thought it would 
be proper to profit by a war in which England was so nearly 
interested, in order to teach the Pennsylvanians to assume, for 
the defence of the mother-country, those arms which would 
be one day necessary against herself, for the maintenance of 
their own rights ; and accordingly, i im 1744, he formed the 
plan ofa national militia, ; - 
The people relished the proposal: Philadelphia alone fur- 
nished a thousand men. The command was offered to 
Franklin: he. refused it, and served as a ‘common soldier 
under Mr. Laurence; whom he himself had proposed ¢ as the 
fittest person to act as general. 
’ Tt was necessary to build forts, and money was wanting ; he 
provided the necessary sums by means of a lottery, of which 
he himself formed the plan. 
~ The success of this measure was retarded for some time, by 
a very singular difficulty. 
The Quakers forma very numerous body in Pennsylvania ; 
and such is the purity of the principles of that sect, that they 
look upon it as criminal, ‘to contribute money even in behalf 
of a defensive war. The natural effect of an exaggerated 
_morality, adopted by enthusiasm, is to place its sectarists — 
under the necessity of either violating its precepts, or of sacri- | 
ficing the counsels of reason, and the dictates’ of judgment. 
At length they endeavor to elade their own laws; they dis- 
semble the violation of diga by means of’ subtile ‘distinctions, 
and by adroit and equivocal modes" ‘of reasoning, By these 
means un prevent the fanatics and hypocrites of their own 
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sect from rising against pit "aad: nN not enti the feelings 


of the people, who, in all religions, attach their ideas of mo- 


rality to certain consecrated words. * i 

‘The philosophical indulgence of Dr. Franklin, and the ad. 
dress which he made use of upon more than one occasion, 
often enabled him to conciliate the epee of the Quakers 
with the principles of their sect... 

‘Never was any man more anxious to exhibit the most scru- 
pulous: respect for the religious weaknesses and follies of 
other men : towards feeble and sickly y, minds, he ever evinced 


the same delicate attentions, which worthy men generally, 


make use of in regard to the infirmities. of infancy. 

“The education of Dr. Franklin had not ‘opened to him the 
career of the sciences, but nature had given him, a genius ca- 
pable of comprehending, and even of embellishing them. i 

His first essays on electricity. fully prove, “that he was but 
very little acquainted with this part of natural. ‘philosophy. 
Being at an immense distance from Europe, he possessed but 
imperfect machines. N otwithstanding this disadvantage he soon 


discovered the immediate cause. of electrical phenomena. He 


explained it, by demonstrating the existence of a fluid, insen- 
sible while it remains in a state of equilibrium, and which 
instantly manifests itself, either when this equilibrium i Is de- 
stroyed, or while it endeavors to re-establish it. His ana- 
lyses of the grand Leyden. experiment is a chef d’ceuore at 
_once of sagacity, of perspicacity, and of art, 


_ Soon after this, he perceived an analogy between the ef- | 


* Itis thus that the Quakers, on being solicited for money in ordek 


to purchase gunpowder, presented the sum demanded, wnder the pre- 


tence of its being intended for grain, The Dunkars,-more wise per- 


haps than the Quakers, have never committed their dogmas nor their ug 
precepts to writing. They were, afraid, as one of their principal men, 


told Dr. Franklin, of either exposing themselves to the danger of 


professing that which they did not any longer lag or to the shame 
of having changed their opinions. 


ye 
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fects of thunder’’and electricity, which struck him prodi- 
giously. He conceived the idea of an apparatus, by means 
of which, he proposed to interrogate’ the heavens ; he makes 
the sig 9H gab and the answer fully confirms his conjec- 
tures. Thus ‘the cause of lightning is now known. Its 
effects, so ruinous, so irregular m appearahce, are not only 
explained, but imitated. 

We at length know why the lightning silently and peace- 
ably follows certain bodies, and disperses others with a loud 
noise ; why it melts metals, sometimes shivers to atoms, and’ 
sometimes seems to respect, those substances which sur- 
round it. 

But it was but little to imitate ah thunder: Dr. Franking 
conceived the audacious idea of averting its vengeance. 

‘He imagined, that a bar of iron, pointed at the end, and 
connected with the ground, or rather with the water, would 
establish a communication between a cloud and the earth, 
and thus guarantee or protect the objects in the. immediate 
neighborhood of such a conductor, 

The success of this idea was fully commensurate to all his 
wishes ; and thus man was enabled to wield a power sufi- 
cient to disarm the wrath of Heaven ! , 

This great discovery was by far too brilliant, and too sin- 
gular, not to conjure up a numerous host of enemies against 
it; Notwithstanding this, the custom of using conductors 
‘was adopted in America and in Great Britain; but at the 
commencement of war with the mother-country, some so7- 
disant English philosophers endeavored, by unfair experi- 
ments, to throw doubts upon the utility of his scheme, and 
seemed to indicate a wish to ravish this discovery from Ben- 
jamin Franklin, by way of aia him for the loss of thir- 
teen colonies. tar ley 

It.as unfortunately 1 more easy to mislead a nation in régard: 
to its proper interests, than to impose upon men of science 
relative to an experiment; thus those prejudices, ‘which 
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were able to draw .England into:an unjust and) fatal contest, 
could not, make the learned. of Europe. change the form of 
the . electrical conductors of Franklin. They multiplied in, 
France, after France had become allied to America: in truth, 
the sentence of the police has, been opposed to it in some. of 
our towns, as it has been opposed in ltaly by the decisions, 
of casuists, and with just as little success !* | | 
Ina free country, the law follows the public. opinion; ; in 
despotic. governments, the public opinion often contradicts. 
the laws, but always concludes at length by submitting itself. 
to their influence.—At this day, the use of this preservative, 
has become common among almost all nations, but without, 
being universally adopted: A long course of experiment does 
not permit us any longer to doubt of its efficacy. Naini 
If the. edifices provided with it, have still some dangers to 
dread, this happens, because, between the bounded efforts 
of. man. and the boundless force of nature, there can never, 
be established any other but an unequal contest. Vbhne 
But what an immense career has this successful experiment 
opened to our hopes! ae 
Why may we not one day hope t to see the baneful activity, 
of all the scourges of mankind melt away, as that of thun-. 
der has done, before the powers of genius, exercised through 
an immensity of ages? When all the regions of nature are. 
disarmed by the happy use of her gifts, we shall experience 
nothing but her benefits. 
In 1754, the King of England, who had Facto the: pro- 
ject of attacking France, convoked a. general congress of the 
deputies of the different colonies, in order to concert a sys- 


tem of common defence. Dr. Franklin was sent thither, 
~ ¥ Many religious sectaries are still averse to their use ; they consider 
it as presumption, and say they will trust to the first great cause ; 
though.at the same time these very people are taking physic, and get 
cupped and bled, in order to prevent themselves from being sick and 
diseased ! ! 
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and proposed, a plan, which was accepted by the’ congress ;* 
_ but.it was neither agreeable to the assemblies of the particu- 
lar states, nor to the British ministry... No menace had 4s 
yet made. the colonies. perceive the necessity of this union, 
which, was about to take away from each a part of its inde- 
pendence; and the English government was at one and the . 
same time too cunning not to foresee that this' new institution 
_ prepared a-resistance .to its tyrannical enterprises, and was 
too little enlightened to know, that nothing remained for it 
but to; direct a revolution, which was an inevitable conse- 
quence of the increasing’ prosperity of. the colonies. Indo- 
lence or pride on one side, and perfidy on the other, occa- 
sioned the rejection of a fhemb formed by reg pm and 
traced by wisdom. odes | 

_ Twenty-four years dies seaiith it served as a basis to that 
congress which declared the independence of the United 
States ; and perhaps it would have been a destderatum in the 
_ new constitution, to have imitated more its sage simplicity. 

‘It has been urged as a reproach to Franklin, that he had 
given a negative to the governor appointed by the King of 
Great. Britain ; but circumstances required’ this sacrifice ; it 
was the band. that would have connected a sucker, at that 
time young and tender, to the parent tree, from which it had 
sprouted forth ; and which ought not to have been cut until 
the moment that the young plant, after having extended its 
roots, and developed its branches, had acquired sufficient 
vigor to nourish it by means of its own proper strength. 

{5 {94 SO Ae te Men aie Tei 


‘Cnaracten OF Dr. Franxuin. (By the same.) 
Humanity and frankness were the. basis of, his morality. 
An habitual gaiety, a happy facility in regard to every. thing 


See th is Pian in the Selection of Dr. “Franklin’s Warrincs, (in 
continuation of these Memoirs) Part. i. Section i. 
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respecting the common concerns of ‘life, and*a’ tranquil in- 
flexibility in affairs of importance, formed the ‘character of 
Dr. Franklin: These two latter qualities are easily united in 
men, who, endéwed with a superior mind, and‘strong'inder- 
standing, abandon ‘trifling things‘ to ‘doubt and to indifference. 
* His ‘systeni “of! 'conduct was simple : he “erideavored‘to ba- 
‘nish sorrow and: wearisomeness, by“meatis ‘of temperance’and. 7 
labor. * Happiness,”*he’ was!used to say, like’ body, is 
; composed of ‘insensible elements.”2! 8 mine Gi aoee 
Without disdaining’glory, he knew how to despise’ the ins 
justice of ogra ‘and Dnt renown, ‘he could’ par- 
don envy: [Ft iteo gh? ghy aties yori: wiracko ering he aes 
During his oii he had ites his pyrrhinism to the 
very foundation of morality: the natural goodness oft his’ 
heart, and the: directions’ of his’ conscience, ‘were his »sole 
guides ; ‘and they very rarely'led' him» astray. ©o0 or) veya | 
A little later: in’ life, he: allowed that there existed:a:mo- 
rality founded upon the nature iof man, independentiofyall 
speculative: opinions, and anterior to all conventions. 90:1. 
“\« He thought, that our souls, in» another dife;' neceived:the 
recompense of their virtues,:and the punishment oftheir 
faults: he believed:in the existence of a God, at.oncebene- 
ficent and just, to whom he offered up, in the. secr ecy: of his 
Own. consciencey,-a silent but.pure. homage......: dict batwadt : 
- He did not, despise the exterior. forms of aidan even 
siti ‘them ; useful to: renin vhe, haere submitted 
himself tg them but seldom. ter Pd Ais 
All religions appeared to’ ita to be woniitty Gébd, rovidéd 
an universal toleration was the principle of them, and that 
they did not deprive, of thet recompense due to virtue, those 
who were e of another belief, or of no sdsrsianis at all: itt ettes 


et Bee his Conte, of Montresor, in his Wauriyes. Parti ii, Section i ill, 
Bagatelles. ; 
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‘The application. of ‘the sciences to the common purposes 
of life, and to domestic economy, was often the subject of 
his’ researches: he took pleasure to. demonstrate, that, even 
in the’most':common affairs of life, custom and ignorance 
are but ‘bad guides ; that we were far from having exhausted 
the resources of nature; ‘and were only deficient in men ca- 
pable of interrogating her.' | 
» He neverwrote any thing upon politics,. except some tracts 
required by circumstances, and. produced. upon the halen of 
the occasion. bo ve 

It was easy to perceive, that-hei always endeayored to re- 
duce all questions to their simple elements, and to present 
them inssuch:a manner ‘to: the public, that. the unlearned 
‘might -berenabled to understand, and to resolve them. It 
was to such'that hevalways addressed himself. Sometimes it 
was an error that he'attempted)to root out and destroy ; and 
sometimes an “useful truth, for which he. wished gently to 
prepare their minds, that:at length they might be enabled to 
receive, and, above all, to preserve it. It.is in vain that we 
shall search for any subject, on which he could be supposed 
to have written from the mere impulse of glory. 

»: Sometimes he employed those forms which, in appear- 
ance only, disguise the truth, in order to render it more af 


© He was occupied a long time in endeavoring to make the forms of 
chimnies more ‘perfect, and to introduce economy in regard te com- 

bustible substances, by regulating the intensity and the equality of 
heat, and the renewal of the air in places warmed artificially. Several 
“years before he became so celebrated as he afterwards was, and at the 
period when he began to “enjoy : an independent fortune, it was pro-~ 
posed to him to procure a patent fur a stove of his own invention. 
This he rejected; saying, at the same time, «T have profited by the 
inventions of others, aud is, it not just that they, in return, should 
_ profit by mine ?” : oJ ot 
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fecting, . and. which, instead of hiveslnetne, allow: paregnen:? 
of divining it. suai: ihcituiihie Ly Sicegn CPR 


It was thus that,. while ani to mit the surest won: 7 


for diminishing the extent of a,state, which is found too dif- 


ficult to. be governed, he lampooned the conduct of the Eng 
lish ministry in regard to. America ;' thus, also, by way, of: 


displaying the injustice of the preteusions of Great) Britain 


in regard to her colonies, he.supposes the King» of) Prussia — 


to publish an edict, in. which he subjects: England to the’ pay- 
ment of certain taxes, under pretext that the inhabitants of the 
banks. of the Oder had formerly conquered and peopled it.* 
His conversation, like his style, was always: natural, and 
often.ingenious. ,.In his youth, he had. read Xenophon, an 
author who had. inspired him. with astaste for. the Socratic 
method of argument,—and he took pleasure in employing it; 
sometimes by putting, artful questions, tending to make the 
advocates of a false’ opinion refute: themselves ;,,sometimes; 
by an application of their principles to\other events, obliging 
_ them thus to recognise, the truth, when disengaged from-the 
clouds. within. which custom or prejudice had enveloped it ; 
at other times, deciding by means of an apologue, a tale; or 
an anecdote, those questions which the pride of a-serious 
discussion would have obscured. ' if apes ek 
_ Being employed by some of the Ametionios provinces és 
request, an abolition of the insulting custom of \ transporting 
inalefactors to the colonies, the minister, by way of reply, al- 
leged the necessity of delivering England of such vermin. | 
« What would you say to us,” rejoined Dr. Franklin, ¢ if 
we were to export our pileamakes to England ?” » abe 


= 


: Rules tae reducing a reat Einpire toa jae one.—See Warrixes f 
Part i. Section i. iit 

2 See Prussraw Enicr, in Prrvats Corresponvtnce, Part it. Let- 
tet to the Hon. Thomas Cushing, Sept. 12, 1773. oe. 


* 
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- Dr. Franklin had never formed a general system of politics : 
he examined the questions exactly as the events présented 
themselves to his observation, or as his foresight anticipated 
them arid he decided them all according to the standard of 
those principles which originate in a virtuous mind, and in a 
| judgment at once just and comprehensive. 

. Imgeneral, he appeared not fond of giving all at once the 
greatest posstble degree of perfection to human institutions ; 
he thought it a more certain way to wait for the effects of 
time. He was not fond of attacking abuses in front; he 
thought it more prudent first to er those errors sich are 
the source of them, ai 

-Hethad in politics, as in morals, that kind of imdulgence 
which vequires'but little, because it hopes much, and which 
forgets, and even pardons the present, in favor of the future. 
He always proposed those measures which seemed to him to 
be most proper in order to’ preserve peace ; because he was 
not fond of delivering up the happiness of mankind to the 
uncertainty of events, nor truth to the interests of a party. 

He preferred the good obtained’ by reason to that which 
might be’ expected from enthusiasm; because it is more easy 
to be procured, and infinitely more lasting, 

“Tn one word, his politics were those of a man who be- 
. lieved m the power of reason and the reality of virtue, and 
who aspired to be the teacher of his fellow-citizens before he 
became their legislator. 


Extract from Dr. Smith's Eulogium on Dr. Franklin, deli- 
.. wered March 1, 1791, before the Congress, and the Ameri- 
‘can Philosophical Society at Philadelphia. 
At the name of FranK.in, every thing interesting to 
virtue, freedom, and humanity, rises to our recollection! By 


- 


b78 SUPPLEMENT TO THE ‘MEMOIRS OF 


what eulogium shall we do justice to his ‘pré-eminent abili- 


ties and worth ? this would require a vie sega of abilities, — 


and worth like his own. Met OAL + AR Bal oii antl 


His original and universal genius was Pibibable of the great» 
est things, but disdained not the smallest, provided they were — 


4 


useful. With equal ease and abilities he could conduct the | 


affairs of a printing-press, and of a great nation, and discharge 


“ 
ad 
* 


s 


the duties. of a public: minister uf ees or the private eneO | 


a 
y E 


tor of a will. q | noes 

Franklin, as a philosopher, might have become'a N evi fail 
as a lawgiver, a Lycurgus; but he was greater than either of 
them, by uniting the talents of both in the practical: philo- 
sophy of doing good, compared to which all the palms of 


speculative wisdom and science wither on the sight. He | 


did not seek to derive his eminence from the mere profession: 
of letters, which, although laborious, seldom elevates a man 
to any high rank in the public confidence and esteem ; but 
he became great by applying his abilities to things: useful, 
and accommodating his instruction to the exigencies of the, 
times, and the necessities of his country. ‘ite bt’ 
Had we no other proof of this, the great and’ dignified 
part which he sustained in the American Revolution, one of, 
the most important events recorded in the annals of man- 


kind, would have been alone sufficient to immortalise his, 
name; but when we take into the account his previous labors. 


for half a century, on purpose to illuminate the minds of his 
fellow-citizens, to prepare them for the mighty event, to 
nurse them into greatness by the arts of industry and virtue, 
to show them the happiness which Jay within their reach, 


to teach them to dare, and to bear, and to improve success ;_ 


—this accumulation of services has woven for his head, a 
diadem of such beauty, as scarcely ever adorned the brow, of 


either, ancient or Rong worthy. iit 
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: 
Fi In thevearliest stages’ of life he had conceived the mighty 
idea): of yAmerican ‘glory. and empire ; but, like Hercules i in 
the cradle, he was ignorant of his own strength, and had not 
conceived the, achievements and the: labors that aw aited 
hia.) He had not yet, conceived that he was one day to con- 
tend with kings and potentates for the rights of his country, 
“to, extort from, them an acknowledgment of its sovereignty, 
and to subscribe with his name the sacred instruments which 
were to give it a pre-eminent rank amoung the nations of the 
earth, and to assure its Tiberty | and Independence to the latest 
ages! 
_, Virtus vera boobies was an adage with which he was 
Peel) pleased. He consider ed a descent from any of the vir- 
tuous peasantry | and venerable yeomanry of America, who 
first subdued the sturdy oaks of our forests, and assisted to 
introduce culture and civilization into a once untutored land, 
as having more true nobility in it than a pedigree which 
might be traced through the longest line of those commonly 
called great, and_ noble in this world! He’ rose from 
low beginnings, and advanced not only himself but his coun- 
_try by.means of the press. The press was the great instru- 
ment he made use of in order to draw the attention of Penn- 
sylvania to habits of virtue and industry; to the institution 
_of societies for the promotion of agriculture, commerce, and 
_the mechanic arts; to the founding of schools, libraries, and 
_ hospitals, for the ainaae of useful knowledge and the ad- 
vancement of humanity. When you consider this, you will 
go and do likewise :? you. will, with professional joy and 
; x he a * # 


va oPey 


rv7 J FROG 


=? Kredi quid faetens quid prodest, Pontice, longo 

iaesl-ny _ Sanguine censeri ? JUVENAL. 

2 This part was addressed to the printers of Philadelphia, who at- 
rn tended in a body, 


NAH 
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pride, observe. that, from’ the torch which FE ranklin kindled 
by means of his press, in the new: world, “ sparks are already 
stolen which, are lighting up the sacred. flame of liberty, vir. 
tue, and wisdom, over the entire face of, the globe.” | Be it 
your part to feed that torch by means of the dei bptih its 
divine flame reach the skies! uipegiog b ) Vv 

ci fe PAL 3 die utd i fie Utd toote: Iso ee ae” 


a 


SACRED TOTHEMEMORY OF 
‘BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, L.L. D. | 
) hil oN 3 cr " _ | 
SINCE “tis our lot upon this in ines fees 


To combat pain and sickness, grief and age, 
«Why should we murmur at approaching | death ?).., , 


Or why reluctantly resign our breath? . yee es 
Our sighs, our anguish, reason disavows, pat oh ak 
Since Franklin to the King of terrors bows. ny A lad 


Say, how shall I begin his various praise? 
Truth led him thr ough all nature’ s wond’rous maze. | 
Earth! to the sage thy greenest wreaths allow, 
Whose wisdom taught the swain to guide the A ploue 
By reason’s laws—to turn the fruitful soil, ipo 
By useful rules, and scientific toll; == ss 
Thy cultivated bosom to adorn 7 
With cooling frwits, and. life-sustaining corn; 
And: prov’d, philosophy! to thy trae friends, 
The man, who pants for heav’n, to earth attends. 
Ocean! his death thy waters should deplore, 
_ Rolling thy plaintive billows to the shore, . 


1 The author unknown. - 
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Where Franklin rests. ‘Thy pow’rs he understood ; 
Fathom’d thy depths; and analys’d thy flood. 
What, tho’ he prov’d that earth thy waves restrains, 
- And rescues from thy reign her hills and plains ? 7 
Still he deserves thy tribute of applause: - 
Thy properties he knew, and gave thee laws, 
Air! in the praises of the sage unite, 
- Who saw thy paths with more than human sight. 
Fair science taught her son the winds to know, 
- Whence they all come, and whither they must g0. 
O Electricity ! from thee he draws 
A large—a glorious portion of applause. 
Lightning! confess the glory of the sage 
Whé dar’d.with all thy terrors to engage. - 
Thy nature he explain’d; and bade us gaze, 
Fearless, on thy wide-spreading, quiv’ring blaze. 
Humanity! this proof of art applaud: | 
Ye sceptres! bow to Franklin’s glorious rod, 
Which draws the furious fluid from its course, 
And bids it spend on earth its baffi’d force. 
New England! glory in thy foremost son ; 
What though on earth his honor’d course be run? 
‘Thy fame: and his shall-evermore endure : - 
He.knew thy rights, and made those rights secure : 
Nor thine alone; to him a nation owes ~ 
Conquest in war, and now a blest repose— 
“To him, whose wisdom wond’ring France obey’d, 
Whilst Louis glow’d, great Washington to aid. 
France! when the awful news shall reach thine ear, 
Thy sons in sable garments should appear. _ 
On Passy’s plains, from vulgar eyes retir’d, 
Lov'd by the good, and by the great admir’d, 
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Like Sicily’s enlighten’d, son, serene, 
He grasp’d, O policy !: thy nice machine, 
And. mov’d court, city, camps, ‘and plams, to dare 
In freedom’s.cause the glorious toils of war. 
France ! if to him thou owe: that splendid: hght, 
Which sav’d thee from oppression’s dreary night,. 
Record his namein thy historic page, feds 
There let the statesman triumph with the: sage 5 
And since thy sous philosophy adore, ' 
His death with many a tender sigh deplore, 0 
On whom with wonder allithy sages gaz’dy | 
Aud whom. Voltaire-with justice oft/has prais'd: 
»-O Britain! to hismemory be just : 49 A hvent oonabers 
A valiant people wars not. with the dust. 0 
In youth, to thee by sympathy allied, |. te 
He knew thy worth: in age he'scorn’d thy pridew - 
His various virtues thou should’st learn to prize; 
Checking thy haughtiness, he made thee wise! 
But why should paitial praise be liis? | inthe mind, 
Which labor’d for the good of all mankind, 
Due homage should receive, from pole to rh 
Theme of each tongue and pride of ev’ry soul.’ 
Europe! the glories of the’ sage revere: 9) 
Free from false pride, and unsedue’d by fear,» 
Who stood, unaw’'d, before the Gallic throne,’ « 
Propt by true worth; and grandeur all his own. 
O may his lessons spread o’er wond’ring lands, 
From frozen wilds, to Tagus’ golden sands,) 
Till e’en Byzantium shall his genius bless, 
And bow at once ‘to freedom and the press!) « 
What various blessings from one man may flow, 
Whom heav’n with sense and virtue taught to glow! 
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Asia! thy sons his precepts soon shall hears... 
Thy tyrants:in their turn-shallJearn to fear 3. 
Whilst chains (so int’rest, join’d with zeal, demands) 
Insensibly shall drop from Slav’ry’s hands. 
Nor be our praises’to those arts confin’d 
Which seem above its sphere to raise the mind. 
Franklin was born life’s various scenes to grace, 
A bright example to. man’s erring ‘race. 
His splendid worth a willing land confest, 
Whilst every gentler virtue warm’d his breast. 
Ye, whom vile sophistry oft leads astray, 
At Fancy’s shrine unworthy vows to pay ; 
Who, while bold knaves admire, and fools applaud, 
First rail at nature, and then sneeriat God— >’ 
By Franklin taught, the husband’s worth asap 
And the soft duties of parental love. 
How great the merit, and the bliss how sweet, 
When in fond union love and science meet ! 
Thou, Pennsylvania! o’er his ashes bend; 
Revere'the mem ry of thy steady friend. 
Thee he adopted with parental love ; } 
Daily thy blessings to enhance he strove— 
True to religion, which detests control, 
And guides to heav’n, through Freedom’s | saree the soul, 
He found religious liberty with thee, 
And priz’d thy sons—for they are mild and free. : 
Then, Pennsylvania! ev’ry tribute pay ; 
Erect the sculptur’d marble o’er his. clay ; 
Thus youth at equal praise shall boldly aim, = 
And dutch at Franklin’s aa worth’s hallow’ i mame. 
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LINES 
TO THE MEMORY OF: bhp! ) 
BENJAMIN saicaesxdiviraginah 


(By MR, LAMONT.) % 


7 sua 


THE nation grieves, surrounding kingdoms, mourn, 
Their mingling, sighs enshrine their fav’rite’s um; 
Columbia’s sons their general loss deplore, 

The friend of virtue-—FRANKLIN is no more ! 

Cold lies that heart, which beat for all mankind ; 

Now lost to all that comprehensive mind : 


No more shall age admire, no more the young | 


Receive the golden lessons from his tongue ; 

No more Poor Richard’s annual tale afford .,\ \ 

Instructive converse round the rustic. board ;. 

No more correct the proud, inform the gay, 

No more the world’s calm censor now display. _ 
E’en he who soar’d to heaven, and dar *d to cham 

The thunder’s flash, and half its rage restrain ; 

Who saw the midnight sky in gorgeous glow, 

And taught mankind the hidden cause to know ; 

Een he whom science bade new worlds explore, | 

With philosophic eye unknown before, 

Must yield, alas! to Death’s relentless call, 

And leave, for happier worlds, this earthly ball. 
How poor the plaudit of the sorrowing Muse, 
Yet, sacred shade! the generous wish excuse ; | 

Far other praise is thine than poets give, 
Through time’s vast round thy works shall bid thee live. 


BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. =) Soy 
If genius such as Heaven bestows on few’ 
If powers that bring important truths to view! 
If active virtue anxious how to raise 
Unnotic’d merit to the ranks of praise, 


F’er held esteem from man—e’er claim’d a tear, 


_ O pay that tribute at ther FranxKLin’s bier! 


“ 


His lib’ral soul—his worth—his actions scan— 
Go, Reader, go and imitate the man. 


= 


IN VIRGAM FRANKLINIANAM, 


ODE ALCAICA, 
AUCTORE ANTONIO MUSSI, 


PHILOSOPHIM PROFESSORE, MEDIOLANI. 


Dirts per urbes religionibus 
Camposque laté strata metu gravi, 
Humana gens horrebat olim ~ 

Tartareum tonitru tyrannum 
Nimbos vocantem: ccelo equitans nigro, 
Dam Saga, passo crine, sonantium 

ras procellarum lacessans, 

Vipereo fureret flagello. 
Formidolosa insomnia! ‘‘ Num Pater 
Nature iniquis imperium arbitris 

Permittat?” Has dudim tenebras - 

Dispulit exoriens Sophia. . 


0 


Diva efficacis muniit ' ingeni 
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At non timores pectore funditis: 
Excussit atros. Vix tonuit polus, 

Jam vertici impendere vulgus 
7Etheream trepidat ruinam. 
«Ergo usque ‘gentes sternere gestiat) | 
'Telam coruscans triste Diespiter, | © 
‘Sedesque funestet: piorum, | 
Ipse. suas jaculatus arces ? 

Qui cuncta len! numine temperat, 
Solemque flammis, et Boream gelu, — 
Terramque complexu rotundam, 
Gurgitibus mare belluosis, 


_ Nostros in usus Omnituens parat, . 


Num semper in nos ‘immedicabilem | 
Molitur ictam, dim tonante 
Fulgur agens quatit astra curru ?” 
Non ille frustra carum hominis caput 
Virtute, qua terras patentes, 
_Aéraque, oceanumque regnet. 
Sophis sagaces ille animos dedit — 
‘Tentare nature abdita: non vices _ 
Subvertere—zternasque leges 
Sacrilega violare dextra. 
Hac mente, Franklin, nubibus i imperas, 
Vulgare teninens exanimum pecus: 
Virgaque sublimi coerces 
Fulmineum inviolatus ignem : 
Justa ille labens innocuus vid 
Sensim silenti flumine avens peti — 
Telluris amplexum parentis, — ~ 
Et sociz freta ceca flamme ; — 


Y 
\ \ 
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{Qu ‘sub profundis monstra'frementia,’ / 
Exercet antris, dum polum:anhelitu 
Terrasque quassant, montiumque 
_Ignivomo reboant hiatu. 
At tu, corusco in turbine, splendidum 
Securus effers philosophus caput, 
Remota dum turris fragoso 
| _F ulgure collabefacta fumat. 
ros signis te Philadelphia : 
Subscribit immortalibus: “‘ Hic Sophus, ~ 
Hic ille. Franklin, qui tyrannis 
Sceptra, Jovi rapuitque fulmen.” 
Nunc ipsa virgam provida sospitam 
Europa centum sustulit urbibus : 
ea nunc artes doceri 
‘Barbarica * stupet America. 
Urbs alma princeps Insubrum ! adhuc ite 
Sub. sole laryas ? Suspice Palladis * 
Fastigium: ferrata circum 
Tecta volans fugat ecce curas 
Fulgore puro libera veritas, 
‘At insolenti ne. sapientiA 
Mortalis eternum labores 
_ Fallere consilium, caveto ; 
Franklinianis mille licét domus 
Horrescat hastis, certus ahenea 
‘Per septa, per, fidos recessus,© 
_ Sontem animam petet ignis ultor, 


* The reader will easily perceive that this word is used to form a 
beautiful contrast between what America is now, and what she was 
hardly a century ago, 

* Regii gymnasii Braydensis hac in urbe micaictiind; quod anno 
1784 munitum est sex virgis Franklinianis, jubente principe. 
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Virtus, quietis pectoribus sacrum > 
‘Tutamen, arces possidet Alpibus 
Stantes serenis ‘prosliantem 
Sub pede Geapiniann procellam. 


PiAt 


French Translation by D’Alembert, of Mons. Turgot’s 
Latin Line for Dr. Franklin's Bust. 
“ ERIPUIT COLO FULMEN, AGRETROMQUR TYRANNIS.” 
“Ty vois'le sage courageux, | 
Dont l’heureux et mile génie 
Arracha le tonnerre aux Dieux, >»; 
Et le pear ala yeprauy 


4a be4 


English Tanslation bs ry ype Elphinston. 
«« He snatch’d the bolt’ from Heaven’s avenging hand, 
Disarmed, and drove the tyrant from the land.”” 


Other Lines by D'Alembert for the Portrait of 
| .. Franklin. | 
“ Sa vertu, son courage, et sa simplicité, 
De Sparte ont retracé le caractére ane 
Et cher a la‘ raison, cher 4 ’humanité, © 
Il éclaira Europe, et sauva l’ Amérique.” 
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IN GRATULATIONE “| 


‘NOBILISSIMI ET AMPLISSIMI ‘VIRI 


B. ‘FRANKLINI, “ARMIG. PENNSYLVAN:’ 
DE HONORIBUS SUIS, ° 
“OB INVENTIONES EJUS EXIMIAS | 
| ET INSIGNES ~ | 
| IN ah 
ELECTRICISMO: 
ORATIO, 
| QUAM AD ILLUM ; 
IN AULA ACAD. YAL. NOV. ‘ANGL.. 
este Pak -HABUIT. 
“EZRA STILES, 
. Nonis FeBRuAnit 
MDCCLYV. 


[utustRivuM, auditores, et virorum et rerum gestarum mo- 
numenta referre, omnium gentium fuit, temporum et locorum. 
Qui enim rem quampiam preclaram peregerunt, honorem 
publicum ab hominibus: jure meriti ‘sunt. ‘Tot ideo orationes 
' Jaudatorias sepe exaudivimus, ad hominum commemorationes, 
_ fam& égregiaque laude clarorum,. efferendas. © Convenimus 
_hodierno die, ccetus hic academicus, ad debitos solvendos 
honores, sacratos viro, quem -nos semper amaturos fore et 
honoraturos arbitror. . Quanquam enim per orbem terre 
landes BENJAMINIS FRANKLINI, Armigeri,. Pennsylvanici 
celebrantur, nosne sileamus, auditores ? nosne obmutescemus ? 
VOL. II. weal 
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nosne gratitudinem nostram recusabimus? Cim illius fama 
celebratur ad Indos, consénsugtie bonorum omnium ad astra 
nominis gloria sublata sit, nonne generalem jungemus H osan- 
nam ?—immo ex ore labiisque nostris laudes glorizque 
defluent: : 

Te itaque, vir amplissime, in hac: tot fae erudien- 
dorum corona, in hoc tot hominum eruditorum | conventu, ) 
concelebramus. Tibi gratulemur petimus, de ingenti glori 
_ tuz nupere accessu ;—deque honoribus, quos merito jure 
undequaque sumis, queiscum coronari gestis. Tue laudes 
orbem jam inde pérvolaverunt : triumphans percurris mun- 
dum, et inter Literatos telluris, et omnium gentium Opti- 
mates fama singulari tua versaris. 

Quippe hic vir, auditores, mirandas quasdam nature leges, 
et arcanas adhuc, nuper enucleavit. Stupendam vim opera- 
tionesque tremendas Electricitatis, proprio suo. Marte detexit. 
Hanc nature vim Greci olim "Haeyrosy appellarunt. Que 
latius clariusque patuit ab experimentis Hauksbeianis. De 
eidem verd maximé jonorarunt Philosophi hodierni, donec 
‘decem forte inde annis peractis, ci ad ejusdem leges inves- 
tigandas experimentis Electricismi se fortiter applicuere. Et 
quanquam plurima Europzi et quidem mirabilia ejusdem 
phenomena ab experimentis invenerunt ; tamen de generali- 
bus illius legibus fermé nihil didicissent, priusquam noster 
jmmortalis FRANKLINUS, philoscphus reverd Americanus, 
viam semitamque ratiocinii Electrici patefecit, dedit, edocuit, 
Ope vero phialis de Muschenbroeck, ille demonstravit-—flui- 
dum quoddam ethereale, ab igne vulgari, ab aére, ab aqua 
differens, immo luce solari valde aliud ;—aera tamen ipsum, 
aquam, omniaque corpora non-Electrica, et forsan now men- 
suranda Universi spatia, permeare; et fluxu perenni ac re= 
fluxu, secundim leges quasdam stabilitas, permoveri: et |in 
éodem motum quam celerrimé, immo luce celeriiis propa- 
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gari = Globo -terraqueo nostro, sideribus planetariis fixisve, 
quotiscunque demim massis non-Electricis undecunque per. 
_ immensitatem: Universi conspersis, quemadmodum tot fonti- 
bus plena dopid residere ;—idemque hoc fluidum, vel frictione 
per sé Lilectricorum, vel quomodocunque accumulatum, 
maxima violentia perr umpi 5 et displosum ad massam com- 
munem, equilibrium petens, revelli :—praterea abundantius 
per equora dissipari, fluctibus nocturnis scintillare, et exha- 
lationibus inter nubes, presertim equoreas, advehi ;—idem- 
que vehementer a cuspidibus attrahi, metallis, fluidisque om- 
nigenis transmitti ; ideoque copia abundanti, 2 terrA et ab 
zequore, € navium malis, é turribus templorum radiatis, coni- 
cisque ubicunque arborum culminibus cuspidatis, ad ccelum 
et nubes onerandas provehi :—quas inde nubes, nimborum 


{at 
a 
.] 


vi et gravitate electricd, ad se per ethera adnavigantes, mon- 
tes turresve aboresve demiim retrd petentes, mcredibili ex- 
plosione deonerari; aut vacuas transvolantes, raptim adim- 
pléeri—cim ceeli statim horrent, scintillant atque clangunt. 
Phenomena hee tremenda Philosophus hic noster non 
tantim explicuit, sed eorum vires ne noceant, depellere 
docuit; et monstravit uti lethum hoc fatale, cuspidibus 


é 


ferreis, imnoxium é nubibus dehauriatur. Unde templa, 
- domicilia, naves, et vita animalium, a tonitru fulguribusque 
serventur. 

Preterea Aurore Borealis phenomenon ab iisdem prin- 
cipiis electricis, explicavit. Ventorumque Tropicorum causas 
moustravit, et tempestatum et fulminum theoriam dedit perin- 

-geriuam. Qualis igitur quantusque sit Philosophus hic 
‘Roster, cui vel venti cedant ?—qui eorum cursus rapidosque 
volatus -arctissimis legibus coerceri edocuit ?—qui coelum 
scandit, in altum se effert, et nubes nubiumque armamenta, 
et diros corum clangores depellit ? 

Plaudite, gens hominum ; et hymnos gratitudinis psallite 
almo Numini Supremo, pro novo hoc, de ccelis misso, con- 
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servatore ! Usveee vos Adamitarum cohort Macenatem 
vestrum aspicitote!—Virum, qui. viam__salutis tranquille 
patefecit, aspicite et admiramini! Qui laudes tuas enarrem, 

6, FRANKLINE !—-quomodo, alloquemur—quibus verbis affa- 
bimur? 6 decus humani generis ingens atque dulce. |—Di- 
camne de aureo illo honoris emblemate, quod nuper accepisti, 
a Regia Societate. Londinensi_ collato ;—Orationeve de te. 
laudatoria inter palmam, illam nobilem conferendam, ab 
honorato et pranobili viro, Domino de Macclesfield, erudito: 
ejusdem Societatis Preside, perorat&é ?, Quidve dicam de in- 
signi ila: gratulatione regali, yel @ Gallie Principe nuper 
transvecta? Ecce per orbem, universum, laudes undecunque 

agglomerantur | tue! Nos etlam, cum sorore nostra Canta- 
brid, gratias quoque addimus ; majores quamvis jure merearis. 
quantas tamen de nobis, de patria, tua accipere queas. , Vides. 
ideo, vir nobilissime, quam de inyentione tua, et de auctore 
ejus illustri gloriemur. ‘8 La rly ARG 
. Literz, autem, auditores, et chethanet, Mecenates, nuper 
tantummodo_ inter heec deserta, solitudines hasce Americanas 
extitere.. Ided tantoperé cum. hoc homine | delectamur, 
quippe inter Literatos N ostrates. princeps facilé adstat.,Cim 
verd. literz ab Europa advectz fuerunt, et Atlanticum, trans- 
volavere _primd, infantuli. diu. fuimus nunc autem viri 
adstare cozpimus, imo magni, in te gloriantes, 6 philosophiz 
princeps!- Nec .dubitamus' quin cits Newtonos, Halleios, 
Berkeleies, . Lockeiosque habituri simus. Si modo, quis 
Americam perspiciat, presertim Anglicanam (de ceteris gen- 
tibus transvectis nescire fateor,) bonarum artium studia, .sci- 
entias, et disciplinas liberales, non mediocri fructu inter nos 
excoli et efflorere viderit. Jam, modd Vinthropiis, Kenners- 
leisque, ceterisque Mecenatibus et literarum cultoribus. per- 
ingenuis gloriari_ coepimus. . Nosque. reconditis, in. artibus et 
earum. mysteriis profundis, Europwos statim superaturos, au- 
dacter vaticinor. iow AL ovis 
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ae am redit et Virgo, redeunt Saturnia regna.” . Vir. 
~—-—-==e Nubem Electricitate pellente, 


- #6 Vi 
~ Claustra patent cceli, rerumque: immobilis ordo,” Hater, &e, 


Ps quam Jaté jubaribus suis splendescens, inter provincias 
hasce, barbarorunr olim solitudines, scientia percurrit ! Cele- 
brem immo Academiam et antiqaam Prases eruditus Holy- | 
oke preest et regit :+Nos etiam literas ingenuasque artes 
. amamus’ et laureatos earum honores ambimus sub eruditis 
institutis Rev. D. Thome Clap, Academie hujusce Presidis 
honorati.. Expectamus ciim Academia Neo-Eboracensis 
illustris fiet, Preside doctissimo Johnson:—ut) modo. floret 
Neo-Czsariensis, Preside. ingenuo et literato, Burr... Phila- 
delphiz suavi voluptate nuper conspeximus. celebrem floren- 
temque Academiam, cujus curatorum Preses est, quem hoc 
- publico more honoramus, jure honorandus FRawx KLINUS« 
Sin. ulterids. tenderemus. inter Virginios, in‘civitate de Wil- 
liamsburg, Collegium Gulielmi Marie videamus,, Preside 
adornatum D. Gulielmo Smith. Inter. Insulas. Caribbeanas, 
apud Barbadoes est Collegium de Coddrington. , Ut, ceteras 
pretermittam in America Academias, inter provincias. Galli- 
cas et Hispanienses adlocatas, illas nempe ad Quebec. et 
Quito positas: Sed de hisce satis.—Videtis ideo, auditores, 
de literarum gloriA Americana, ego quam non male vaticiner. 
_ Per varias mundi regiones, et, varia secula, viri quantumyis 
‘pauci, msignes tamen nonnulli extitere, ceu  ccelitts demissi, 
ad humanitatem artesque excolendas. Et si majores nostri 
pizidis nautice inventorem, artisque typographia, si mathests 
et philosophie experimentalis cultores, et qui planetarum et 
astrorum leges investigdrunt, summis. prosequendos honoribus 
judicaverunt ; nonne hune yirum_ patriz sue laud:bus coro- 
nemus? O fortunate vir, qui genus humanus beando, famam 
tuam dissip4ris ad Indos. Inter Germanvs, inter Gallos, 
inter Britannos, ad. Italiam, immo per universam rempublicam 
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literarum, palmam nobilem sustulisti.,. Namque:Virga cuspi- 
data tua immortalem tibi gloriam acquisivit. Quoties enim 
yel ubicunque terrarum, ceeli falgure scintillant, et tonitrua 
terribilia evomunt; toties cuncta gens hominum FrANKLINO 
benedicent, qui cedlitds edocuit, ut? fatale lethum inter nubes 
incasstm volitaret, donee a metallicis cuspidibus’ ‘itinoxium 
delabatur :—nisi nubes negative ‘se~habent (ut aiunt/hujus 
artis amatores); unde virgis hisceé’ ferreis, electricitatis zstus, 
aut é nubibus in terra, vel é terré in nubibus’ fluait ‘Tiberé 
atque refluant. 'O mirabunda’ inventio ! ‘ad acerrimi ingenii 
acumen vel a Deo detecta ! ad tremendos impetus. tonitra 
depellendos ; unde domicilia ‘nostra, tecta, et -delubra, et 
templorum turrés fica aie vite denique omnium, NOS, | ‘eon- 
juges, liberique nostri, ‘€ mubium clanigoribus pethorrendis, 
tremendoque’ceelorum armamento salvi eripimur, et servamur. 
Nec tremimus dum ceeli coruscaites horrent ; sed grandi et 
augusta quadam’ voluptate, scintillationes eorum spectamus, 
et armorum-ccelestium‘sonitus 4: polo resoniantes reboantes- 
que’ exaudimus ; donee modd serenum fit ether, itertm tem- 
pestate peracta trdniillaul omnia, et omnia rident. 

O machina simplicissima! cujus ope, non miuliereulz im- 
belles pavideque tantim, sed viri immo fortes (ut nihil dicam 
de leonibus fortissimisque animalibus, que ‘tonitraum ¢lan- 
goribus' manifesté coriturbantur et horrent) a periculosissimis 
tempestatibus conservarentur’: nosque é mediis Nature con-. 
vulsionibus DEUM O.M. adoramus—et almo vik KLINO 
benedicimus ‘et avemus. i 

Neque’philosophus tantim est noster AVEeecexinl Hit DeR 
sed patrie sue fidelis amator. Quanta sagacitate discernit, 
et quanta ‘fide -ejus: ‘emolumerito consulit ?>— Ad millennium 
beatum, memoria ‘tua, 6 vir nobilissime ((quivis enim vir 
dignus, est nobilis), ‘caste ‘advenerit ; et. inter posteros jam 
ide in ‘perpetuum memoretur nomen tuum, donec tempus 
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fieri céssabit. Quantam, ecce quantati, et quam latam, ‘et 
quam diuturnam, gloriam verd: eternam acquisivisti! Non 
enim brevibus  hisce vite humanz spatiis, vel’ mundi ipsius 
saclis periodisvé terininabitur 4 sed dehinc longissumé spec- 
tat, immo ad ceteras'mundi moralis regiones, per ingentes et 
innumeros et altiorés,/intelligentium  ordines, denique per 
Secula eterna \revirebit.:; Ad:alios mundos, ‘noster nuper 
Newtonus forsan, seu’ Gabriel, meritas Fran«vine laudes 
resonabit. Nonne audire’ videor’ quempiam ex’ ordinibus 
herotim ‘ceelestium easdem ienarrantem, “et eloquio ccelesti 
exorhantem (—-Et ab angelis ‘cani et ¢elebtarimnonne gestit 
cor tuum, nonne exultat animus tuus, 6 alme hominum amice ? 
—Nonne video vultu‘ tuo -hanc gloria future’ prelibatia- 
nem ?—Immo triumphos immortales anticipantem video. 

"Nec dubito inter ccelestes choros quin celebretur vel par- 
vula gloria inferiorve virtus intelligentium, é regionibus mundi 
moralis remotissimis (ex ubicunque per DET Dominium) 

advecta, ' Peri immensum Universi theatrum, quicquid hi¢ et 
inde praclaré actum, . laudatione merit denarrari credimus. 
Nec sumus progenies tam ignobilis aut inanis, quemadmodum | 
desuper de nobis nihil curetur, aut ab almo nature Parente 
derelinquamur. Jure ergd credamus DEUM, et nos, et 
nostri minutissimos, et singulorum gloriam vel parvulam ad- 
iiOtaturum : ‘Tec. clarorum merita'virorum patefacta, ab inco- 
fafum notitia’ Superfim ac laudatione evanitura, arbitror. 

* Volat autem, quam celeré volat vite hujusce curriculum ! 
“RY ihanes erg terrene gloriarum proves ! ‘Regiones ad 
alias, et altiores, et jucundiores scenas, citd migratum iveris ¢ 
—ubi cin: perveneris, guantillos et quam ‘parvulos hominum 
ciinctarum ‘gentium honores) videbis !—Iuter acclamationes 
totius ‘gnundi> moralis, €t triumphos generales, quam exigui 
fient! Aureum illud honoris emblema, quo nuper decorabaris, 
musarumque  laurus, et gratulationes omnimn gentium, en, 
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‘quant evanescent! —Puerorum nugas videbuntur emulatorie, 
‘et ineptia futiles:’ Gaudia autem ‘stabiliora’’é ‘largiori' fama - 
“et magis ‘diuturna’ provenient:)Jure aveas quantumvis'am- 
plissimam humani veneris benévolentiam ; \tamen beandis 
hominibus,-largioris ¢lorie amplitudine; incendiis et dulcedine, 
-et-honoribus nunquam finiendis avimeris.’)* 9 81s 
~  Gratulationes ideo; ‘vir ‘optime, nostras de'tuis accunrulatis- 
honoribus, ‘in bonam ‘partem’' de nobis: accipias' "petimus. 
Grates -quoque:addimus hasce: publicas ob'peramplam tuam 
erga Acadeniiam) nostram’ “generositatem, preclara donatione 
Apparatus Etectrici.tui: ) Salve‘ iterum! atqtie’ iteruns;6'phi- 
losophorum‘priuceps ; plarima tibi preemia, plurimosthonores,, 


- 


plurimamque gloriam exoptamus.:) Dixigs 09 Sano 
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Dr. FRANKLIN, when a_child, found the; long graces 
used. by his father before and_after meals very, tedious... One 
day after the winter’s provisions had been salted,— ~“ I think, 


Father,” said Benjamin, ‘ “if you were to, say grace yer the 
whole cask—once for, all—it would beg a vast saving a a time.” 


ioe re 
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oe his Licsiaabuail rien ‘Bbgland ; fabpsidinkeiisainns 
that when he went into an inn, every individual:of ‘the family 
had a question or two to propose to him, relative tovhis:his- 
tory ; and that, till each was satisfied, and. they: had:conferred 
and compared together their information, there was No: possis 
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bility of. procuring any refreshment.—Therefore the. moment 
he.went into.any of ,these places, he. inquired for the master, 
the mistress, the sons, the daughters, the men-servants,, and 
ithe meng EVAN 5 ; and having assembled them all together, 
Esavklin of Philadelphias ri marines sage a pron 
lor; I have some relations at, Boston, to whom I am/going 
to make a visit: my stay will be short, and I shall then re- 
turn and follow my business, as a prudent man ought to do. 
‘This is-all I know of myself; and all I can possibly inform 
youof; I beg, therefore, that you. will have’ pity upon me 
and my. sai iii: and give us both some refreshment.” — fi 


When Franklin. came to England previous to the breaking - 
out of the, American. war, he went, to Mr. Hett’s, Printing 
Office in Wild: Court, Wild Street, Lincoln’s Inn, Fields, and 
entering the press-room,) he went up to a particular: press," 
and thus addressed the two men who were working ; “Come, 

my friends,, we will drink together ; it is now, forty: years 
since L.worked like you at this press as journeymani printer :” 
on, this.he. sent for,a rr of wines cand Shey drank * suc- 
cess to printing.” | ; 


“In one of the assemblies in yay wherein. there. was a 
majority of Presbyterians, a law was proposed to forbid the 
prayme for the King by the Episcopalians ; who, how ever, 
could not conveniently omit that prayer, it beg prescribed 
in their Liturgy. » Dr. Franklin, one of the members, seeing 
thet euch a law would occasion more disturbance than it was 


a ‘This press is. now in. the possession of Messrs Cox and Bastin 
Great Queen Street. 
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worth) said, that he thought quite unnecessary, for, addéd 
he) “those people have, ‘to my certain knowledge, been pray- 
‘ing constantly these’ ‘twenty: ‘years past, that “God would give 
Ria theKing and his counsel wisdom,’ and we ‘all know that 
‘not’ the Ieast notice ‘has’ ever been taken of that prayer ; ‘so 
‘that‘it is plain they have ‘no interest in the court of Heaven.” 

Theik house ssi and ‘the motion was singe Pah OR 


aut 


abt ¢,3 

An. Philadelphia, yee ssp are a ti ria pa rr in- 
habitants ate all.cither, merchants or mechanics, the merchants, 
many years since, set .wp,an assembly. for dancing, and de- 
siring to make a distinction, and to assume a rank above the 
mechanics, they at first proposed this among the rules for 
regulating the assembly, “that so mechanic or mechanic’s 
wife or daughter should be admitted on any terms.” These 
rules’ being shown ‘by. a. manager to Dr. Franklin for his 
opinion, he remarked, that one of theny excluded Gop AL- 
macaty: “How so? said the manager.“ Because,” replied 
the Doctor, “he-ts notoriously the greatest mechanic in the 
universe; having, as the Seripture testifies, made ‘all things, and 
that by ‘weight and:measure:” The intended new tr 
became ashamed of their rule, and struck it out, © 9 9)” 


About the year 1752, Dr. Fr anklin Biehaee eritbraee into, a 
correspondence’ with Samuel Johnson, ‘doctor’ of divinity in 
the University of Oxford, and afterwards president of King’s 
College, ‘in New York, -and having endeavored to induce the 
latter ‘to ‘accept the presidency of the ollege' at -Philadel- 
phia, ‘and as an additional motive to his doiiig § SO,” “having 
offered to-procure the erection of a new Episcopal church 
for ‘him:in’ ‘that city; -and) Doctor Johnson’ having ex- 
pressed some doubts respecting the propriety ‘of such a 
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measure,, Dr. Franklin wrote a letter for,the purpose. of .re- 
moving his scruples, of which the following extract has been 
preserved, viz.“ Your tenderness. of ‘the church’s ‘peace: is 
truly laudable ; but, methinks, to build a. mew churchsinoa 
growing place, is not properly dividing, but. multiplying, 
and will really be a means of increasing the number of those 
who worship God in that way. Many who cannot now be 
accommodated in the church, go to other places, or stay at 
home; and if we had another church, many who go to other 
places, or stay at home, would go to church. [I had for 
several years nailed against the wall of my house a pigeon- 
box that would hold six pair; and though they bred as fast 
as my neighbor’s pigeons, I never had more than six pair, the 
old and strong driving out the young and weak, and obliging 
them to seek new habitations. At length I put up an ad- 
ditional box, with apartments for entertaining twelve pair 
more, and it was soon filled with inhabitants, by the overflow- 
ing of my first box, and of others in the neighborhood. This I 
take to be a parallel case with the building a new church here.” 


a NEES 


Dr. Franklin was so immoderately fond of chess, that one 
evening at Passy, he sat at that amusement from six in the 
afternoon till sun-rise. On the point of losing one of his 
games, his king being attacked, by what 1s called a check, but 
an opportunity offering at the same time of giving a fatal blow 
to his adversary, provided he might neglect the defence of 
his king, he chose to do so, though contrary to the rules, and 
made his move. “Sir,” said the French gentleman, his 
antagonist, “ you cannot do that, and leave your king 2 

check.” I see he is in check,” said the Doctor, “but I 
shall not defend him. If he was a good king like yours, he 
would deserve the protection of his subjects; but he is a 
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tyrant, and has cost them’ already more than.he is worth: 
—Take him, if you please; I can do without him, and will 
fight out the rest of the éstapet en riicioehe a sats 
ncaa man.” /){/))(/ ind, [ty bond 
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. APPENDIX. 
MEMOIRS. 
No. I. 
Sournal of Occurrences in a oyage to Philadelphia, ne | 
i \ [Referred to in Memoirs, Part I. p. 77.] 


- + Serre 


JOURNAL of occurretices in my voyage to Philadelphia on 
hoes the plain itty Clark, master, from: London. | 
, Friday, July 22d, 1726. 
Yesterday i in the afternoon we left London, and came to an 
anchor off Gravesend about eleven at night. I lay ashore all 
night, and this morning took a walk up to the Windmill Mill, 
whencé [ had an agreeable prospect of the country for about 
twenty miles round, and two or three reaches of the river with 
ships and. boats sailing both up and down, and Tilbury Fort 
on the other side, which commands the river and passage to 
London. This Gravesend is a cursed biting place; the chief 
dependence of the people being the advantage they make of 
imposing upon strangers, If you buy any thing of them, 
and give half what they ask, you pay twice as much as the 
— is babii Thank God, we shall leave it to-morrow. 
. Saturday, July 23. 
This day we weighed anchor and fell down with the tide, 
there being little or no wind. In the afternoon we had a 
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a fresh gale, that brought us down to Margate, where we 

shall lie at anchor this night. Most of the passengers are very 

sick. Saw several porpoises, Ke, 
i Sunday, July 4. 

This morning we weighed anchor, and, coming to the 
Downs, we set our pilot ashore at Deal and passed through. 
And now, whilst I write this, sitting upon the quarter-deck, 
I have methinks one of the pleasantest scenes in the world 
before me. “Tis a fine clear day, and we are going away 
before the wind with an easy pleasant gale. We have near 
fifteen sail of ships in sight, and I may say in company. On 
the left hand appears the coast of France at a distance, and 
on the right is the town and castle of Dover, with the green 
hills and chalky cliffs of England, to which we must now bid 
farewel.— Albion, farewel! Me th . iieieg 

an , Monday, July 25. 

All the morning calm. Afternoon sprung up a gale at east: 

blew very hard’all night. .Saw the Isle of Wight at a distance. 
| Tuesday; July 26.- 

Contrary winds all day, blowing pretty hard. Saw the Isle 

of Wight again in the evening. 
Wednesday, July O7.. 

‘This morning, the wind blowing very hard at west, we 
stood in for the land, in order to make some harbor. About 
noon we took on board a pilot out of a fishing shallop, who 
brought the ship into Spithead off Portsmouth. ‘The captain, 
Mr. Denham and myself went on shore, and during the little 
time we staid ] made some observations on the place. | 3 

Portsmouth has’a fine harbor. The entrance is so narrow 
_thaf you may throw a stone from fort to fort; yet itis near 
ten fathom deep and bold close to: but within, there is room 
_. enough for five hundred, or, for aught I know, a thousand sail 
of ships. The town is strongly fortified, being encompassed — 
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with a high wall and a deep and broad ditch, and two gates 
that are entered over drawbridges ; besides several forts, bat- 
teries of large cannon, ad other outworks, the names of which 
I know not, nor had I time to take so strict ‘a view as to-be 
able to describe them. In war time the town has a garrison 
of 10,000 men; but at present it is only manned by about 
100 invalids. Notwithstanding the English have so many 
fleets of men of war at sea at this time,’ I counted in this har- 
bor above thirty sail of second, third, and fourth rates that lay 
by unrigged, but easily fitted out upon occasion, all their masts 
and rigging lying marked and numbered in storehouses at 
hand, The king’s yards and docks employ abundance of men, 
who even in peace time are constantly building and refitting 
men of war for the king’s service. Gosport lies opposite to 
Portsmouth, and is near as big, if not bigger; but except the 
fort at the mouth of the harbor, and a small outwork before the 
"main, street of the town, it is only defended by a mud wall 
which surrounds it, and a trench or dry ditch of about ten 
feet depth and breadth. Portsmouth is a ‘place of very little 
trade in peace time; it depending chiefly on fitting out men 
of war. Spithead i is the place where the fleet commonly an- 
‘chor, and is a very good riding place. The people of Ports- 
mouth tell strange stories of the severity of one Gibson, who 
was governor | of this place i in the Queen’ s time, to his soldiers, 
and show . you a miserable dungeon by the town gate, which 
‘they c call Johnny Gibson’s Hole, where, for trifling misdemea- 
nors,, he used to confine his soldiers till they were almost 
‘starved to death. Itisa common maxim, that without severe 
discipline it is impossible to goyern the licentious rabble of 
soldiery. ng own, indeed, that if a commander finds he has 
not those qualities i in him that will make him beloved by his 


y ini gone to the Baltic, one to the Mediterranean ; and one to the 
West Indies. a alas Bl fate ieee ile ie 
VOL. Il. - : U 


people, he ought by all means to ankd use of such methods 
as will make them fear him, since one or the other (or both) 
is absolutely necessary ; but Alexander. and Cesar, those re- 
nowned generals, received more faithful service, and performed 
greater actions, by means of the love their soldiers bore them, 
than they could possibly have done if, instead. of being t beloved 
and respected, they had been hated and feared ria those they | 
| ‘commanded. 


et 


Pharsday: July 28. 


_ This morning we came on board, shaving lain‘ on shore all 
night. We weighed anchor, ‘and with a moderate gale stood 
in for Cowes m the Isle of Wight, and. came to an anchor 
before the town about eleven o’clock. Six of the passengers 
‘went on shore and diverted themselves till about 12 at night; 
and then got a boat, and came on board again, eaeCEN to 
sail Peay, in the morning. 


Friday, July 29. 


But the wind continuing adverse still, we went ashore é again 
this morning, and took a walk to Newport, which is about 
four miles distant from Cowes, and is the metropolis of the 
island. Thence we walked to Carisbrooke, about a mile far- 
ther, out of curiosity to see that castle, which King Charles the 
First’ was. confined i in; and so returned to Cowes in the after- 
noon, and went on atts in expectation of sailing. aga 

Cowes i is but a small town, and lies close to. the sea-side, 
pretty near opposite to Southampton on the main shore of 
England. It is divided into two parts by a small river that | 
yuns up within a quarter of a mile of Newport, and is distin- 
suished by East and West Cowes. ‘There is a fort: built in» 
an oval form, on which there are eight or ten guns mounted for 
the defence of the road. ‘They have a post-office, a custom- 
house, and a chapel of ease; and a good harbor for ‘ships to 
ride in, in easterly and westerly winds. eahaeee 


~ 
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| All this afternoon I spent agreeably enough at the draft- 
board. It is a game I much delight in; but it requires a 
clear head, and undisturbed ; and the persons playing, if they 
would play well, ought not much to regard the consequence 
of the game, for that diverts’ and withdraws the attention of 
the mind from the game itself, and makes the player liable to 
make many false open moves ; and I will venture to lay it 
down for an infallible rule, that if two persons equad in judg- 
ment play for a considerable sum, he that loves money most 
shall lose ; his anxiety for the success of the game confounds 
him. Courage is almost as requisite for the good conduct of 
this game as in a real battle ; for if the player imagines him- 
‘velf. opposed by one that is much his superior in skill, his mind 
-3sso intent on the defensive part that ¢ an advantage passes 
unobserved. | 
Newport makes a pretty prospect enough from the hills 
that surround it ; (for it lies down ina bottom.) The houses 
' are beautifully intermixed with trees, and a tall old-fashioned 
‘steeple rises in the midst of the town, which is very orna- 
mental to it. The name of the church I could not learn; 
but there is a very neat market-house, paved with square stone, 
and consisting of eleven arches. ‘There are several pretty 
handsome streets, and many well-built houses and shops well 
‘stored with goods. But I think Newport is chiefly remark- 
able for oysters, which they send to London and other places, 
where’ they are very much esteemed, being thought the best 
in England. The oyster-merchants fetch them, as I am 
informed, from other places, and lay them upon certain beds _ 
im the river (the water of which is it seems excellently adapted 
for that purpose) a-fattening ; and when they have laid a suit- 
able time they are taken up again, and made fit for sale. 
When we came to Carisbrooke, which, as I said before, is 
a little village about a mile beyond Newport, we took a view 
of an ancient church that had formerly been a priory im 
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Romish times,.and is.the first: church, or the: mother-church 
of the island.:; .It.is ‘an elegant. building,; after.the old Gothic 


obi 


mannery, with avery high tower, .and looks very-venerable in 


its; ruins.» 'There:.are, several;,ancient monuments, about it 5 
but; the, stone, of, which ,they are composed jis, of such asoft 
crumbling, nature, that the inscriptions,are none of, them, legi- 
ble.,|, Of ,the.same stone/are almost, all. the tomb-stones, &c. 
that I, observed .in,,the island.. From this, church, (haying 
| crossed. over;the, brook.that, gives name, to,the village, a and got 


a little boy, for a guide). we went up,a very steep hill , through 


several, narrow, lanes and.ayenues, till we came to, the castle 
gate. We entered over the ditch (which is now almost filled 
up, partly. by, the ruins of the mouldering walls that have tum- 


Yad 


bled into it, and partly by the washing down of the ear th from 


_ the hill by the rains) upon a couple of brick arches,,.where I 


suppose formerly, there was.a drawbridge.,...An.old woman 


who. lives in the, castle, seeing us.strangers walk about, sent 
and offered to show, us the rooms if we pleased, jwhich we 
accepted. . This castle, as, she, informed.us,, has. for, many 
years been the seat of the governors of the island : and, the 
rooms and hall, which are very large and handsome; with, high 
arched. roofs, haye all along been kept handsomely furnished, 
every succeeding governor buying, the furniture. of his prede- 
cessor ; but Cadogan, the last governor, who, succeeded Gene- 
ral Webb, refusing to purchase it, Webb strippe 2d it. clear of 
all, even the hangings, and left nothing but bare walls. , The 


‘ors, are several of them of plaister, of Pari 18) the : artof ‘making 


which, the woman told us, was now. lost. ,, The. castle stands 
upon, a very high and steep. bill, and. there are the remains of 


_ adeep ditch round it; the walls are thick, and. seemingly well, 
contrived ; and certainly it has, been a. Very, strong. hold, in its. 
time,, at least before the invention of great, guns. ,There: are. 


several breaches.in the ruinous walls, which are,never repaired, 
ad SHRRP SS they are e purposely, neglected) and the ruins are 


ad 
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almost everywhere: overspread’ with ivy: “It is divided into 
the lower and the upper-castle, the lower enclosing the uppet; 
which! is of a round form,’ and stands pon a promontory to 
whiéh you iust' ascend by hear an hundred stone steps! this 
upper castle’ was designed for a retreat iti'case the lower case 

tle'should: be ‘won, and is the least ruinous of any part except | 
the stdirs*before mentioned, which'are so broken and decay- 
ed; that Liwas almost afraid to come dow#:again when 1 was 
up; ‘they’ being but narrow, and no rails\to hold by. -Frouw 
the ‘battlements’ of this uppér castle (wliich:they call the coop) 
you havera fine prospect! ofthe! greatest part-of the islaid;-of 
the'sea: om one side,: of. Cowes road at a dista nce,-and’ of New- 
porbas itlwere just below you; |'Phere:s:a well in the:mid= 
dle of:the coop, which they called the bottomless well, becatise 
of its'great'depth'; but it isnow half filled'up with stones and 
rubbish: and ‘is. covered with two or three loose planks; yeta 
stone, 4s we tried, is near a quarter ofa minute, in, falling. before’ 
you-hearit,strike.  Buf-the well that supplies, the inhabitants: 
at present with, water is in the lower castle, and is thirty. fa- 
thoms deep: They. drav, their water with.a great, wheel, and 
with a’bucket that holds neara barrel. It makes a greatsound _ 
if you speak im it, and echoed the flute which, we played over 
it.very,sweetly. “There.are but seven. pieces of ordnance mount-, 
_ed upon the walls, and those in no very good order; and the 
old man who is the gunner and keeper of the castle, and who 
sells ale in a little house at the gate, has in his possession but 
six muskets, (which hang up at his wall) and one of them wants 
4 lock. «He told us,that the castle, which had now been built 
1203 years, was first founded by one W hitgert, a Saxon, who: 
conquered the island, and that.it was called Whitgertsburg for; 
many ages..: That particular piece of building which King) 
Charles lodged in during his!confinement here, is ‘suffered to. 

g0 wean to ‘hid there ens peahiog standing but the’walls. 


' 
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‘The island is about sixty miles in circumference, and produces 
plenty of cornand other provisions, and wool as fine as Cots- 
wold: its militia having the credit of equalling the soldiery, 
_ and being the best disciplined in England, * .* .*. *i0* 
was once, in King William’s time, entrusted with the govern- 
ment of this island. At-his death 1t appeared he was a great 
villain) and a great politician ; there was no crime so damna-__ 
ble which he would stick at in the execution of his designs, 
and yet he had the art of covering all so thick, that with almost 
all men in general, while he lived, he passed fora saint) What 
surprised me was, that the’silly old fellow, the keeper of the 
castle, who remembered him governor, should have so:true:a 
notion of his character as I perceived he had. »In short] 
believe it is impossible for a man, though he has: all the cun- 
ning of a! devil, to live and die @ villain, and yet conceal it so 
well'as to carry the name of an honest fellow to the grave with 
him, but some one by some accident or other shall discover 
him. Truth and sincerity have’a cerfain distinguishing native 
lustre about them ‘which cannot be perfectly ee 
_ they are like fire and flame that cannot be painted. » 
The whole castle was repaired and beautified i iil 
_ Elizabeth, and strengthened by a breast-work all round ‘with- 
out the walls, as appears. by this inscription in one or’ two 
places upon it. peice, AIG) G i? 26 WORE 
AS tes ed > a Saturday, July 30.00" + 
This morning about eight o’clock we weighed anchor, and 
tuned to windward till we came to Yarmouth, another little 
town upon this island, and there cast anchor again, the\wind 
blowing hard, and still westerly. Yarmouth is a smaller — 
town than Cowes; yet, the buildings being better, it makes 
a handsomer prospect at a distance, and the streets are clean 


{ 


NO. I. APPENDIX. St 


-and’neat. "There is one monument inthe church, which the 
inhabitants are very proud of, and which we went to see, It 
was erected to the memory of Sir Robert Holmes, who had 
formerly been governor ‘of the island. [tis his’ statwe i ar 
mor;'somewhat bigger than’ the life, standing on his tomb, 
with @ truncheon in‘his hand, between two pillars of | ‘por 
phyry. © Indeed all the marble about it is very fineand good; 
and"they say it ‘was ‘designed by the French king ‘for his 
palace:at Versailles, ' but was'east away upon this'island, and 

‘by Sir Robert hirself in'Wis’life-time applied to this use, and 
that the ‘whole monument’ was'finished long before he died, 
(though: notfixed up in that place) ; the’ inseription’ likewise’ 
‘(which is very much to his' honor) being written by himself.’ 
‘One would think either that he had no defect at all, or had'a' 
veryill opinion of the world, seeing He was 8o careful té make’ 
sure’ of @ monurient to record Be i gdb actions and transmit 
them ‘to posterity. PON REED “se AO A TR ORR APE Da fT 

Having’ taken ''a view of the churéh, ‘town, ‘and’ fort, (on 
which there are seven large gtitis mounted) three of us took a 
walk up farther ito the island,. and having gone about two 
miles, we headed a creek’ that runs up one end of the’ town, 
dnd then! went to Freshwater Church, about a mile nearer the 
town, but on the other side of the creek,’ Having stayed here 
some time it grew dark, and’ my companions were desirous to 

be gone, lest thosé whom we had left dritking where we dined 
in the town should go on beard and leave us. We were told 
that it'was our best way to go straight down to the mouth of 
_ the'creek, and that there was a fer ry boy that would carry us 
“over 'to'the town. | Bat when’ we came to the house the lazy 
cowhelp was in'bed, and refused to rise and put us over ; upon 
“which we went down to the water-side, with a design to take 
his"boat, and go over by ourselves.” We found it very diffi- 
enlt°t6 get the boat, it being’ fastened to a stake, and the tide 
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risen near filty yards beyond: it: 1 stripped all to my shirt) toy 
wade up to it, but:missing the ‘causeway, which was:under» 
water, J;got upto my middle’ in mud. At-last 1 came-to the» — 
stake ; but, to my great disappoimtment, found she was locked 
and.chamed., .L,endeavored.to draw the staple: with,one of, 
the thole-pins, -but in vain ; I tried to pull up the, stake, but: 
to.no. purpose :.so,that after jan hour’s fatigue and trouble ia 
the wet and mud, I was forced to return ,without the (boat. 
We. had no.meney in our pockets, and therefore began \to, 
conclude to pass the. night in some hay-stack, though’ the. 
wind, blew, very. coldand..very hard... In the midst of these. 
troubles one’ of us recollected:that, he had,a horse-shoe in his) 
pocket, which he found in: his walk,.and asked me,if Jicould: 
not wrench the staple out with that. I; took it, went,,tned 
and. succeeded, and brought the, boat ashore to. them. "Now: 
we rejoiced and. all got in, and when 1 had dressed anyself we we: 
put off. But the worst of all our troubles was to come yet ? 
for, it being. high ; water and the tide over all. the banks,, though | 
it was moonlight we. could not discern. the.channel: of the 
creek ; but rowing heedlessly straight forward, when we were 
got about half way over, we found ourselves: aground ona 
mud bank, and striving to row her off by putting our oars in, 
the mud, we. broke one and there stuck fast, not having four 
inches water, We were now, in the utmost perplexity, not. 
knowing, what in the world to do ;. we. could:not tell, whe- 
ther the. tide. was Yising or falling : but at length we plainly . 
perceived it was ebb, and we could feel no deeper water with 
in the reach of our oar. It was hard to lie im am open boat 
all mght:exposed to the wind and weather; but it was worse — 
to think how foolish we should look in the mornmg, when 
the owner of the boat should catch us in that condition, where. 
we must be exposed to the view of all the town. After we had 
strove and struggled for half an hour and more, we gave all). 
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over, and jsat; down» with our hands before us, despairing to 
get off ;-forsify the tide: had. left ‘usy we had:been never:the 
nearer—wermiust» have. sat im ‘the: boat; .as the mud: was: too: 
deep for us to walk ashore through it, being up to our necks. 
At last ‘we: bethought-ourselves of some means of escaping; 
and two of us stripped and got;out, and thereby lightened the 
boat, we drew her upon our knees near fifty yards into deeper 
water ; and then with much ado, having but one oar, we got 
safe. ashore under the fort ; and having dressed ourselves and 
tied the man’ ry boat, we went with, great joy to the Queen’s 
Head, where we left our companions, whom we found wait-" 
ing for us, though it was very late: Our boat being gone 
on ‘board, ‘we were cables to lie ashore all night ; ; and thus 
: ended our walk. Ph dads sin 30 SiMpAle 2 cv 
ih dele erste Sdiday: Tals She 
“This morning the pint being moderated, our pilot de- 
signed, to weigh, and, taking advantage of the tide, get a little 
further to windward. Upon. which the boat came ashore, to 
hasten u us on-board, We had no sooner returned and hoisted - 
in our boat, but the wind began. again to blow very, hard at 
west, insomuch that, instead of going any. further, we were. 
obliged to weigh and run down, again to Cowes for the sake, 
of more secure riding, where we came to an anchor again: in 
a very little time ; ia and. the. pudding which. ~ our mess made, 
and ‘put into t the por at Yarmouth, ‘we dined upon. at Cowes. “g 


Sri 
t 


adiidoisbe:. jwsinon OS wh Leow eMondays August Ho! 
This: morning al the vessels: in the:harbor put out their: 
colors in hotior‘of the day,-and it’made a very pretty appears | 
ance: The» wind» continuing) to blow hard. avesterly;/our 
mess resolyed to go on shore, though all our loose corks were 
gone) already... We.took with us some goods to dispose of, 
and: walked to. Newport to make our market, where 'we ‘sold 
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for three shillings in) the pound less than the prime: cost in 
London; and having dined at Newport, we returned in the 
saben to. nee and concluded to lodge on shore. ~ “ns : 


| Tuesday, August 2d! 
This ‘day we passed 6n shore, diverting ourselves as well as 
we could; and the wind continuing: still sees we ot 
on shore this hoe also. | | 


‘Wednesday, August 3d. 
This morning we were hurried on board, having scarce 
‘time to dine, weighed anchor, and stood away f for Yarmouth 
again, though the wind is still westerly ; ; but meeting with | a 
hoy when we were near half-way there, that had same goods 
on board for us to take i in, we tacked about for Cow eg, and 
came 9 anchor ieee a third fime, about four in the after- 
noon. Pay © | 
 Phursday, August 4. 
Stayed on board | tl about: five in the afternoon, and then 


went on shore and semepe?, all het: ALY 


«Friday, Mioilid Be. 
“Called up this morning and hurried aboard, the wind being 
north-west; About noon we weighed and left Cowes a 
third time, and sailing by Yarmouth we caine into the chan- 
nel through the Needles ; which passage is guarded by Hurst 
Castle, standing on a spit of land which runs out from the 
main land of England within a mile of the Isle of Wight. 
Towards night, the wind veered to the westward, which put 
us under apprehensions of being forced into port again: . but 
presently after it fell a flat calm, and then we had a small: 
breeze that was fair for half an hour, when it was succeeded 
4 a calm again. 


se we 


Stunden, wre 6: 


This morning we Lach a fair breeze for some hours, and 
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then a calm, that lasted all day. In the afternoon I leaped 
overboard and swam round the ship to wash myself. Saw 
several porpoises this day. About eight o’clock we came to 
an anchor in forty fathom water against the tide of flood, 
somewhere below Portland, and weighed again about ee 
mine a small. brecves ia 


Sabai pict 7: 
“Gentle breezes all this day. Spoke with a ship, the Ruby, 
bound for London from Nevis, off the Start of Plymouth. 
This afternoon spoke with Captain Homans in a ship bound 
for Boston, who * came out of the river when we did, and 
had been beating about i in the channel all a time we ve lay at at 
Cowes i in the Mies nap saree cae Bs 
db ih Arba August é. 
| _ Fine weather, but no wind worth mentioning, all this day ; . 
in the afternoon saw the Lizard. 
ee } ‘Tuesday, A ugust 9. 
iD our Wane of thi land this morning, Calms the fore 
part of the day. In the afternoon a small sles ; fair. Saw a 
grampus. : | “4 
: GUealiiyy Adis 10, 
Wind N. W.- Course S. W. about four knots. By ob- 
servation in latitude 48° 50’. Nothing remarkable happened. 
coe abet rae Thursday, August 11. 
~~ Nothing remarkable. ickheer galé all day. 
bs RAD shld Friday, August 12. 


zn Calms and fair breezes alternately. { Saturday, - - 13. 
Se ee Pl ( Sunday, 14, 
‘Monday, ars. 


No contrary aidan mi calin and ‘Tuesday, ee 
a proees wii ca Oe : pip ober | “ a 


-% ? . oY a mee) a % = t 
Th tA eee | MIL? 


wee , POR Re A 
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epee! ts tits ont wk ‘Thursday, Auigust 18. 


Four dolphins follwatt ‘the Yahi’ for some hours: - “we ' 
strc at ste, Mths the he fag, b but took none. Mao Lee tee 


ty ye Hthing 19. 


“This es we Base beats a Btellth breeze at east. In. 24 
morning we spied a sail upon our: larboard bow, dbowe two 
leagues distance, About noon ‘she put out English, colers, 
and, we answered with our ‘ensign, and in the afternoon ‘we 
spoke with her. - ‘She was a ship. of New York, Walter. Kip- 
pen master, bound from Rochelle i in France, to Boston, with 
salt, , Our, captain and, Mr. D. “went on. board. and ‘stayed 
till” evening, it being Foe Mveather. ‘Yesterday complaints 
being made thata Mr. G n, one of ‘the passengers, had 
with a. fraudulent design marked the cards, a court of justice 
was called inimediately, and he’ was brought ‘to his. trial i in 
form. A Dutchman who could” speak no English’ deposed 
by’ his intérpretér, that when our mess was on shore at Cowes, 


the prisoner at the bar’ marked all aman cards: on ‘the 
moO ibe Le itn Soeshalapitoadbadt 


iy @ 


back with a pen. Pisani 

[have sometimes observed that we are’ apt to fancy the” 
person’ that*cannot speak intelligibly to us, proportionably 
stupid in understanding;'and When: we ‘speak’/two or three: 
words of English toa foreigner, it is louder than! ordinary, as’ 
if we thought him deaf, and that he had lost the use of his 
ears as well as his tongue. . Something | like: this [ imagine 
might be the case of Mr. G n; he fancied the Dutch) 
man could not see what he was about because he. could, not 
understand ee | and’ therefore om si it before’ his 


wi 


face. iinet ‘4s 

~The evidence | was) in and positive ; the: prisoner could 
not deny the fact, ‘but replied in his‘ defence, that. the 
cards he marked were not those we commonly: played with, 
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but an imperfect | pack, which he afterwards gave to the cabin- 
boy. The Attorney-General observed to the court, that it 
was not likely’ he. should take the: pains to mark the. cards 
without some ill design; or some further intention than just 
to give:them: to, the, boy when he had done, who understood 
nothing at all of ‘cards. But another evidence being called, 
deposed that he, saw the prisoner in, the, main-top one. day 
‘when he thought . himself unobserved, marking a pack of 
cards,on the backs, some with the print,. of a dirty thumb, 
others with the top of his finger, kc, Now there being, but 
two packs on board, and _ the, prisoner having just) confessed 
the marking ‘of | one, the court perceived the case was plain. 
In fine, the jury brought him in guilty, and he was con- 
demned_ to» be. carried up to the round top, and made fast 
there i in View, of all the ship’s, company during the space of 
three hours, that being the. place where, the act was com- 
mitted, and to pay a fine of two bottles of brandy, But the 
prisoner resisting authority, and refusing.to submit to punish- 
‘ment, one, of the sailors stepped up aloft and let down a rope 
tous, which. we with much struggling made fast about. his. 
-middlej.and hoisted him ‘up into; the air, sprawling, by main 
 -force. We let him hang, | cursing and swearing, for) near a 
“quarter of anmhourbut at length he crymg out murder ! and. 
‘looking black» in, the: face, the.rope: being overtort about his 
‘middle, we thought proper ‘to’ let him down again; ‘and: our 
mess have! exconimunicated: him’ till he pays his Suge biome 
easegser sah play, eat, drink, or converse with, him. | | 
od salliak mt » Saturday, rites 20, 
We poser isch ‘all last ‘ighit and, all; this day, to kakp, 
7 iathig Seale ih the other ship... About noon Captain Kippen 
‘and. one of his passengers came: on board, and. dined with jus; 
~they stayed till evening. » When were were etiis wes parade 
sail and Jeft'themii. 6 0 LON a8 | 
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wei el bites: Chicane » Sunday, August QTeel 
This morning we’ lost’ sisal of hie Yorker, having a brisk 
Kab of wind at east. “Towards night a poor little bird came - 
on board us, being almost tired to death, and suffered itself 
to be taken by the hand. We reckon ourselves near two 
hundred leagues from land,’so that no doubt a little rest was 
very acceptable to the unfortunate wanderer, who ’tis’ like 
was blown off the coast in thick weather, and could not find 
its way back again. We'receive it hospitably, and tender it 
victuals and drink ; but he refuses’ both, and’ I suppose will 
not live long. ‘There was one came’ on board: some’ days 
ago in the same circumstances with sig which | I think the 
cat agua AL nko Hh 4 


* 


. Monday, Ladbute 20. 
This morning I saw several flying-fish, but jibe were 
small. A cri wind all ire Se ) 


Tuesday, args 23. 
t Wednesday,——~ 24. 
. Thursdays Aspect 25. 

Sie i excommunicated ship-mate thinking proper to'\com- 
ws with the sentence the court passed upon him, and ex- 
‘pressing himself willing to pay the fine, we have this morning 
xeceived: him into unity again. Man is.a sociable being, and 
itus for aught I know one of the worst of punishments to be 
excluded» from society. |. have read abundance of fine 
things on the subject of solitude, and:I know ‘tis a common 
boast in ‘the mouths of. those that affect to be thought wise, 
that they are never less.alone than when alone. 1 acknow- 
ledge solitude an agreeable refreshment to a busy mind; but 
-were these thinking people obliged to be always alone, I-am 
apt to:think they would quickly find their very being insup- 
portable to them. I have heard of a gentleman who under- 


| Fatt wind, nothing remarkable. 
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swent seven years close confinement, in the Bastile at Paris. 
He was aman of sense, he was a thinking man; ‘but’ being 
deprived of all conversation,-to what purpose should he 
think ? for he was denied even the instruments of expressing 
his thoughts in writing. There is no burden so grievous to 
man as time that he knows: not how to dispose of. He was 
forced at last to have recourse to this invention: he daily 
scattered pieces, of paper about the floor of his little room, 
and, then employed himself in picking them: up and sticking 
them in rows and figures on the arm of his elbow-chair ; and 
he used to tell his friends, after his release, that he verily 
believed if he had not taken this method he should have lost 
his senses. One of the philosophers, I think it was Plato, 
‘used, to say, that he had rather be the veriest stupid block in» 
nature, than. the possessor of all knowledge without some 
| intelligent being to communicate it to. 
What I have said may-in a measure account for some par-- 
ticulars in iny! present way of living here on board. Our 
company is in general ‘very unsuitably mixed, to keep up the 
pleasure and spirit of conversation: and if there are one or 
two pair of us that) can sometimes entertain one another for 
_ helf an hour agreeably, yet perhaps we sare seldom’ in ‘the 
humor for it together. f rise in the morning and:read for an 
hour, or, two perhaps, and then reading grows tiresome. 
Want.of exercise occasions want of appetite, so that eating 
and drinking affords but little pleasure. I tire myself with 
playing. at drafts, then I go;to cards,;,nay there is no play 
so trifling or childish, but,!we ‘fy to it for entertainment. A 
contrary wind, I know not how, puts us all out of good 
humor : 5 we grow sullen, silent and reserved, and fret at each 
other upon eyery little occasion.. "Tis a common opinion 
among the ladies, that if a man is ill-natured he infallibly dis- 
covers it when he is in liquor. But i who have known 


320 


many instances 6: the contrary, will, ore them. a more 
effectual method to discover the natural temper and dis | 
tion of their, bumble servants. - 2 ‘Let the ladies make 0 one ios . 
sea ‘voyage with, them, and if they have the least spark of i 
nature in, them and ‘conceal i it to the end of the voyage, Tr wil 
forfeit all x: my pretensions t to their favor. T he wind # gonsinges 
fair. cn ' 


om isd Yo fu0 Bode? ‘oie i et tae ‘wa 
Mou aliitett 2 ope ails ty me 0 Ste 26. i 
"The swine ida’ sit ait fil i night came on; and then 
_ the wind came about, and: we had: hard’ sgt with rain and) 


+ 


nasi, a nen hotreisy m0" est itil a BH ' 
Cie Rie Oa ae ants nt = wade aa Q7. See 
aeayed up ihis morning, “and: ike “wind settled” realty 
‘Two dolphins followed 1 us this ‘aftemoon: we hooked” one | 
and’ struck the other with the fiegig’ 1 but shies both escaped 


os 
eae Bits 9H toy te eee 


us, and \ we saw y them no ‘more. ar chietan 


baie a 


edge: os pala * Sinday, sy ris 98.» 
the ‘wind ‘still ‘continues yore and pred hard, rie ‘ 


yey mth 
are under a reefed mainsail, and foresail.. ne 
#> * vi if ye oy be bb tyes as 


nee as Mondays -August 290... 
“Wind still rie nate? Two dalobinaiolleyed: ad ‘this day. 
weistruck at taste be ltd both escapeds). 4 ysl 
RRS Hd a 6 4 » Tuesday, August 30. @. 
ig ial still. This evening the moon being near ful, 
as she rose after eight o’clock, there appeared.a. rainbow: i na 
western cloud to windward of us. The first time I ever "saw | 

a ee ‘in the: saacage caused by the moon. — 


NO. 1. 


Pepraree " Sieamelivapy ch Wednesday, ip lh 31. 
Win sul West “nothing remarkable. °°) . 
i X: | iyae- p< obi %, ‘ ve ¥ Tiered Sot. i 


Bad weather, and contrary winds, © = 
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i iedhenediacrarmpeiioe Friday, Sept. 2. 


This morning, the wind rR alittle fair. We caught 
8 couple of dolphins, and fried them for dinner. They. tasted 
tolerably well. These fish make a glorious appearance in ‘the 
water : their bodies are of a bright green, mixed with a silyer 
color, and their tails of a shining golden yellow ; but all 
this vanishes presently after they are taken out of their ele- 
ment, and they change all over to a light grey. I observed 
that cutting off pieces of a just-caught living dolphin for baits, 
those pieces did not: lose their lustre and fine colors. when 
the dolphin died, but retained them perfectly. Every one 
takes notice of that vulgar error of the painters, who always 
represent, this fish monstrously crooked and deformed, when 
itis in reality as beautiful and well-shaped a fish as any that 
swims. I cannot think what could be the original of this 
chimera of theirs, (since there i is not a creature in nature that in 
the least resembles their dolphin) unless it proceeded at first 
from a false imitation of a fish in the posture of leaping, 
which they have since improved into a crooked monster with 
a head and eyes like a bull, a hog’s snout, and a tail like a 
blown tulip. But the sailors give me another reason, though 
a whimsical one, viz, that as this most beautiful fish is only to 
be caught at sea, and that very far to the southward, they 
say the painters wilfully deform it in their representations, 
lest pregnant women should long for what it is eee, to 
procure for them. — ue ! 
wae re uf Ta Saturday, Sept. 3. 
PORTS Nic ae See r= — 4. 
5. 


Monday, 
vied sll westerly . oii remarkable. 
Tuesday, Sept. 6. 
This afternoon the wind still continuing in the same quaster, 
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increased till it.blew: a‘storm, and raised the sea to a greater 
height’ than Lhad even seandbbhefaredsoude noogelie aah 
aise ay, eX, st hgh ata, “io Sigal “Wednesday, Se Dts Ta 
“Phelwind is somewhat abated, but the sea is very high still. 
A dolphin kept tis Company all this” afternoon : OWE, Str ick a 
‘hitn’séveral tities, 5 but Spe any ys anit aki i ley 
HRs T5, Lee iS =p ek ve Fad 1 Siti "h «Phare, Sipe ¢ 
Sp hig! day ‘ing nat Mapped, oy Tegan 


wind. He) j Pe : ia bved 4 2, Oy OU oie pastioigg qs. ‘DON SW b 26. 
rardag | me é Ag SE oe Triday), ‘Sept: 9, aon 
This ‘ahead We sok uk large. dol} phi three rie a 


hook: nd Tine; and the fo rth Wwe struck with a figgig. 40 
bai i€ was a candle with two “feathers stuck in i it, ce : ia 
side, it imitation of ‘ai ‘flying-fish, which-are ‘the cor mon, pre} 
vol the dolphins.” "They appeared palosiielh te spain 
ad: snapped up ithe hook, as soon. as, ever.it.touched the Water 
if hen \ we came té open them, we oun in the belly « yaad a 
‘small dolphin half- digested. Certainly they.w ere balf-famished, 
or vare naturally. owery: savage, to.devour ‘those ‘Of. thesia 
r ‘species. ve 2 ERG gs 19nleS} ayo ty id Segui Ww, peda. Ati »lwvot 


sods ¢: Tet 10, addoss 3 ent yiay s See Bs 


->) This day ree vee upon’ he dolpl: us we ca caught yes 
- three! of | them sufficing the whole, ip ° pe irene 
"persons. ne eg gain 
bai ane # ssbb — AShOe, v4 Moolbagesheagy he * “Sunday, nk" pes ; 


ash We have hadia bares abte of wind all Pret ed 
>with shoyyers, of rain. »”"Dis uncomfo ortable being upon, deck ; ; 
and though we have been altogether all day below,, yet the 
long continuatice of these contrary winds has made us so dull, 
_ that. searce three words have passed between useuc) of) 

aii w ust 8 Bideg: rTUe som. iftte gt : i aa 
2 2enetnaos: hitisdela g bas did esio Luesday, arroneid 3 

todd Nothing aa kables.w t contrary. a gad $6 ‘brs 
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So tes Wednesday Septs1 4a: 
This atti) phiout two 0 rlocks itbeing:fair weather and 
almost: calm, as “we sat playing draughts upon deck, we were 
\ surprised with a sudden and unusual’ darkness of «the ‘sun, 
which, as we could perceive, was only covered with a’ small 
thin cloud ; when that was passed by, we discovered that that 
glorious luminary ‘Jabored under a very great eclipse. At 
least t ten parts out of twelve of him were hid. from our éyes, 
and we ‘were apprehensive he would have been totally Sia 
ened.” Awe | 
2 HPD 450. soidedh sete! 4) ot he dey Sept. 18. 
aR of or week past te ive whguarea ‘with the’ ‘hopes that 
mai) change of the’ méon ‘(which ‘was Yesterday) would’ bring 
‘us a fair wind; but to our great ‘mortification and disap- 
poititment, the wind seems now settled in the westward, and 
sates as iia. sists at's an Icaghaias as it did.a fortnight ago. 
| _. Friday, Sept. 16. 
tad ‘al this day.  Thie morning we saw a. tropic. Lind, 
ne flew round our: vessel, several times. At is a white 
fowl with short wings; but one feather appears in his. tail, 
and he: does 1 not fly very fast. We reckon ourselves about 
| half our. voyage ; 3; latitude 38 and odd minutes: These birds 
hs are said never to be seen further north than, the. agate 
Melia The woud lv waxed 
tbs Yon er , . Saturday, ‘Seca 1. 
- Allthe Pichon the ‘gale ye hate the rest’ of thé day 
. some light. breezes - -easterly';. and we are in die hopes the 
‘ i wilt settle 4 in ae Ydenid s 
| ae a, Sept Abi, 
We ane had ke Sbdipeaber pAb all this day, :ac- 
edicts with what i is still more agreeable, ,a fair. wind, 
_ Every one puts ona clean shirt anda ¢heerful countenance, 
_ ged we begin to be.very good company: Heaven grant that 
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this favorable gale’ may ‘continue! for we have had so much 
“OF turning to windward, that ‘the word ‘elm-a-lee is is become 
almost as disagreeable’ ‘to our ears as the sentence of a ie 
toa ‘convicted thalefietor. fie bay “aah ey thy 
eu Jtol ae aesde ad Ty vel aide the, te ” 
gol = cosh sah a Sree iG “Monday, Sept: 19. 
me Theaweather looks a little uncertain, and we begin. to fear 
the loss . of, our fair wind. , We see. ‘tropic. birds every, day, 
sometimes Sing or six Stee ether i they are, about as_ big. as 
pisos »¥ wei of bavod :oilde@ atow ,wone oll dew ef? 
ile “ani, :89x9e dtod de bared mo et ov Puesday, Beir 203" 
-) The wind:is now westerly again, to-our great mortification ; 
| steaks are wont ‘to an: allowance-of bread, two. biscuits and 


ahalf ua “Bae 18 Af hd & id % Cth O94 iy St iD, IM 9 mt Higa erly, 
mt He BE ah fg Ly  Webvesdey, Sit. a1.” 
iw 2a eres 
This morning our: r steward was 3 brought. to the: gee ers and 
; § Lage HUG Ma 


hipped, ‘for, making an extravagant use of flour. i in the 
ik mY | bee 4 5, oF ERS 

puddings, and, for several other misdemeanors. Tt ha s been 

} Bi Sssbis ni taite 


verfectly calm all this day, ‘and very hot. (dy was detern fies 
. OW I9iG Bi i i} 


to wash myself i in the sea to-day, and should haye « one so, stat had 


a ehiT. 


not the appearance. of a shark, that mortal “enemy | to ‘swim- 
mers, deterred me : he seemed to be. about five feet Jong, 
moves round the ship fat" some distance, i in a slow “majestic 
manner, attended by near a dozen of those they call pilot-fish, 
of different sizes ; 3 “the largest . of them i is not so big as as small 
mackarel, and the smallest not bigger than my Title fists er. 


ae ey 


3 wo of these dininutive pilots keep just before his nose, and 
he seems to govern | himself i in his motions by t their direc ion 5 
while : the r rest, surr ound hin on every. side indifferently. A 
shark 1 is never ‘seen without a retinue of these, who are hi 

purveyors, & discovering and. distinguishing his prey. for ‘him; ; 
while hein return gratefully protects: them from the ravenous: 


hungry dolphin. - They: are commonly: counted a very “greedy 


F f x Ce oe i rs < > 
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fish ; ces this refuses to his, with the bait, shromn on for 


[a 


a Thursday, Sept. 22, 
A fresh, gale" at see all this dng? The shark has left-us. 
ee ks (i 8 Friday, Sept. 23. 

* This morning we spied a. sail to windward Of us about two 
tenner We'shewed our jack upon the énsign- staff, and ‘short- 
ened’ sail for theni ‘till about noon; when’shé came up’ with: Us, 

She was the Snow, from Dublin, bound to New York; havifig 
upwards/of fifty-servants on board, of both sexes; they all 
appeared upon deck, and seemed: very; much pleased at the - 
sight of us. There is really-sométhing strangely cheering to 
the spirits in the meeting of a ship at sea, containing a society 
of creatures of the same species and in the same circum- 
stances with ourselves, after we had been long separated. and 
‘excommunicated | as ‘it rane. from ‘the rest of mankind. | My 
heart: fluttered i in my breast with | joy. when 1 saw so many 
human countenances, and I could scarce refrain from that 
kind of laughter which proceeds from some degree of inward 
pleasure. When we have been fora ‘considerable time tossing 
on the vast waters, far from the sight | of any land or ships, 
| ‘or “any mortal creature but ourselves (except a few fish and sea 
birds) the whole world, ‘for aught we know, may be under ; a 
‘second deluge, and we (like Noah and: his. company in the 
ere he ‘only pain be remnant of bis Human face. ‘The t ‘two 
pany ; 3 but this 1 mae upon ‘to ‘be. ‘only’ matter of course, "er 
if ships : are ‘unequal i in their ‘sailing they seldom stay for one 
another, ‘especially. strangers. Thi is afternoon the wind ‘that 
‘has been sO’ long contrary ‘tol us, came about to the eastward 
eH looks as if it would hold), to our no small satisfaction. 
find o our ‘messimates i in ‘a better | hurtior, ‘and. more pleased 


Aer ire 


ch ‘their present’ ‘condition. than’ they have been si since'tliey 


a APPENDIX: NG Alle 
came.out whieh, I take to proceed from the contemplation 
of the miserable, circumstances, of the. passengers, on board 
our | mpeighbors,, iat a and making the com par ison. We’ reckon 
ourselves } ma a kind of paradise, when we consider how they 
live, confined. and stifled up with such ; a Jousy stinking rabble 
inthis AlN, latitude, pat 
Jie Freeda bash si be at Sept. 4. ay 
_ Last ni ght we hada: very high wi in ind, sand very thick \ wea ers 
in which, welogt our consort. ‘This morning early we spi : 
a sail a-head.of us us, , Which we, “took to | be, her ; 3 but presen ally 
_ after we, spied another, . and. ‘then we, plainly perceived that 
neither of, them could k be the Snow ; " or. one of them stemmed 
with, us,and_ the other bore down, directly upon uns, hav ving the 
weather-gage of us. fi As the Tatter ¢ drew 1 near we were a litt 
surprised, not knowing what to make of her; for by ‘the pire 
she steered, she did not seem designed for. any ‘port, ‘but looked 
ap. if she intended to clap us aboard immediately. I could 
perceive concern in “every face ‘on board; ‘but she presently 
eased | us of our apprehensions | by bearing away astern of ag. 
When: we hoisted our jack she answered with French Colors, atid 
presently. took them down again; and we ‘soon lost sight of her. 
The other ray by | us in Tess bomeyes an hour, and: answered) 
our jack ‘with an. English ensign: she stood to the eastward; 
but the wind - was too high. vi speak with either of them: 
About 1 nine o’clock we spied our consort, who: had’ gota great 
way. ahead: of us. She, it. seems, had made sail in the night, 
while | we lay-by with our ‘main-yard: down’ during ‘the “hard: 
gale. | She very ‘civilly ee sail for us, and this afters. 
noon we came. up ‘with her : : and now we are’ romning along: 


very amicably yh yh sid! hy side, nd a most glorieus | 
fair wind. ti ony balisdo Ni corp geval Tale pipe 


Vie gist Oth bo -REMAIGOD,. BA! OC 5 eR Bs ETORIGD | yoy 
On either side the p pa arted billows flow, 


While the black ocean foams and roars below. 


oT Pirie PY gant 4 
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wis git no om bsasoiq of sds 
‘yeu my sorb hi ad 4 “* ayn * Suiday » Sept. 25. 
Avast night we shot a-head of 0 our consort pretty far. “" Sbout! 
ot having lost sight. of each ¢ other, w we ‘shortened sail ir 
th hem : but this mora. tk yey. were got as far a a-head of ais 5 ag we 
could, see, ‘haying run byt us in ‘the dark unperceived. We Hnntts! 
sail. and came up with 1 them about noon; and i if we chance to be 
shead Lof Pes BE a gain in the night, x we are tp shew th them a light, 
to e, i ae not lose compan ‘by any such aceider nt ter the 
future. ap The wind still c continues fi ‘fair, and we have ‘made 
greater. run these last 4 fonr-and-twenty hours. than we. have 
Sane nee, we came out, Allo our discourse é ‘now | is of Phila- 
SPs hia, and we we begin tc to fancy ourselves « on ‘shore. already. 
Yet: sn smal HI I change « of weather, attended by a westerly wind, 
is sufficient, to blast all ov our bl ‘blooming Rope and ae ‘pol 
our, birgent good h humor, iol to H ths 
$ieo td. Ce aR Sin ne ay “Monday, Sept. 26. 
~The. wind- dated fair all. athe In the twelve 0” velock 
‘watch ‘our. consort, .who , was, about a Jeague a-head of us, 
» showedus alight, and we. answered with another. it 
six,o'clock. this morning we. had a sudden hurry of wind at al 
points. of ‘the compass, accompanied. with the most. violent 
shower of rain T ever sar, insomuch that the sea looked like a 
exeam dish... It surprised us with all, our sails up; ¢ and was. 80 
various is, uncertain, and ‘contrary, that | the. Maizen topsail was 
full, while the head. sails were. all aback 5 5 and before the men 
eaiild Tun from: one end. of the. ship to the other, “twas about, 
again... Bat this did not] last long, ere the w wind. settled to the 
_ north-east again, to our great satisfaction. Our consort fell 
astern ofius inthe storm, but made sail and came, up with us 
again after it was over. We hailed one ‘another on ‘the mor- 
row, congratulating upon the continuance /of the faix wind, 


and both ran on very I lovin: gly together. fe | ado og 


<—. 


& i 
i: 
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Tuesday, Sept, 27. 
awong jaigy dite 
ow "The fair wind continues still, I have laid a bowl of punch 


sie we aré in’ Philadelphia ‘next Sat day se’nnight ; 3, for we 
‘reckon Ourselves n0t above one hu unc ndred a and fifty leagues from 
‘land. “The Show kéeps beside stl ati to sostu ey 
hae to damerd) ono ‘an mY . ERRCHY GOES : Wed. qm Sept. 28... | 
“We had very variable wine s ‘and ‘weath er aah night, accom- 
‘panied ‘with abundance ’6 of Frain and “now th e wind is come 
about westérly again, But we must bear it with passer , This 
pus bcp feats 
afternoon We: took up several. branch es of sult weed (with 
which the’ sea i a is spread ‘alll over from ‘the Western Asles. to, the 
coast of Andie} ‘put one of 1 these branches h had i something 
‘peculiar in it. “In* common with the rest, it had a leaf about 
three quarters of an’ inch’ Tong, ‘indented like a. saw, and a 
Small’ yéllow berry filled “with | nothing but wind ; besides 
which it bore a fruit of the animal kind, | very surprising to see. 
It “was a ’small shell- fish. like | a heart, ‘the stalk by. which i it~ 
proceeded’ from the branch. being partly of a “grisly kind, 
Upon this one branch of the weed there were near fatal 
these vegetable animals ; the smallest of them near the end 
contained a substance somewhat like an oyster, but the larger 
were visibly animated, opening their shells every moment, 
and thrusting out a ‘set of unformed claws, not unlike those of 
a crab 5 ‘but the inner part was still a ‘kind of soft jelly. . Ob: 
serving the weed more narrowly, I spied « a very, small crab 
crawling among it, about. as big as the head ofa ten-penny 
nail, ‘and of a ‘yellow ish color, like the weed itself. | This 
gave me some reason to. ‘think that he was a native of the 
branch ; that he had not long since been in the same condition 
with the rest of those little embryos that appeared i in the shells, 
this being the method of their generation ; and | that,co conse- 
quently all the rest of this odd kind of fruit might be,crabs i in 


sae time. To strengthen ‘ny conjecture, of have 3 resolved to, 
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keep the weed i in ‘salt water, renewing. it, every day:till’ we 
come on ‘shore, by this experiment, to. see whether any. more 
ctabs will be Produced ¢ or ‘not in this, manner, /I -remember 
hut Ge Mist Ghiin’ we had, we took notice of a large crab upon 
the surface of the sea,, swimming from one branch of weed to 
another, which he seemed to prey upon; and_I likewise re- 
‘collect that < at Boston, i in New ‘England, I have often: seen small 
crabs with a shell like ‘a snail’s upon their backs, .crawhing 
about in ‘the salt water ; : and likewise at Portsmouth,i in, Eng- 
land. It is likely nature E has provided, this | hard shell to secure 
‘them till’ their own proper shell has acquired a sufficient hard- 
hess, ‘which once per fected, they quit their, old habitation arid 
‘venture “abroad. safe. ‘in, their own. streng oth. . The. various 
changes ‘that ‘silk-worms, butterflies, and several other, insects 
go ‘through, ‘make such alterations. and. metamorphoses, not 
improbable. — This day the captain of. the Snow, witb one of 
his passengets. came on board us; but the, wind, beginning, to 
blow, they did not stay dinner, but returned, to their. own 
abe Bia 


#). 


> Su Hyeeyet 


 Thursdaste Sept. 29.0514 

‘$c hifting the water j in which I had. put the weed. yester- 
aig Lf found another crab, much smaller than the. former, 
who seemed to have newly left his habitation. But the weed 
begins to wither, and the rest of the embryos, are dead... This 
new-comer fully « convinces me,, that at, least. this, sort of erabs 
are generated i in this manner. ‘The Snow’s captain dined)on 
board us. this day. ‘Little. or "0 wind... vite 
B08, A, a ‘ Eri day, S. ai 30. dei 
“sat up last night to aecve an eclipse ¢ of the moon, which 
the ‘Calendar’ calculated for London informed us would happen 
at’ five o'clock in the morning, September, 30. It began with us. 
about eleven’ last night, and continued. till. near two this morn: 
_ihig » darkeping her body about six digits or one-half; the middle 
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| bing beingabout half an houraftertwelve, by whivhnae shila 
cover that we'are in ameridianof: aboutfour hours and half from: 
lishelichaacd 67iedegrees:of dongitude, and)consequently have 
not much above one hundréd: leagues: ‘to. run.» This) is ‘the 
second vechipsewe shave had within these fifteen days. We 
lust our-consoft in the: nighty but saw:him again this. morning 
hear two; leagues to! . windward, oD his, _afternoon.we spoke 
with/him again. »We haye hadjabundance.of. dolphihs about 
usithese three or fouridays; but we:have/not.taken:any. sel: 
than one, they being shy-ofy the bait. ly took. some more: 
guifiweed , to-day withthe boat-hook, with shells upon it like 
that before | mentioned, and three, living, perfect fen i, each 
less. than: the nail of my; little finger. One of them ha d some- 
thing particularly observable, to, wit, ad thin piece | of the white 
shell. which, I before noticed as their covering: while they : Fes, 
mained in the condition of embryos, Sticking lose. to-his: nattt- 
ral shell upon his. back.) ‘This sufficiently a ehduuitiiancs 
opinion, of the manner, of. their, g generation, _ I have} pat this, 
remarkable. crab witha piece of, the, gulf- -weed, shells, Ps 
ito. a glass: phial filled with salt water, (for. want of spirits of 
wine) in hopes to preserve, the curiosity, pee on shore. 


the SHR T south-west. 4 ‘ at} vi ee A ag i teh Ley B 18 At9q 
Groat aul ie gal | Saturday, cea hie, 
sont nightiour consort, i goes incomparably. better upon 


a4 wind than our vessel, g got so far to windward and. a-head o of 
us, that this morning we could, see nothing of him, and “tis, 

like, shall,.see him, no, more. ‘These. south-wests are’ hot : 
damp winds, and bring abundance 0 of vain and. dirty, weather 
with thetotin ar Wee But OUP ROT aaSOn”b ai cibtsd 70, 
seas y, October Qu 
vse night striae line with a design to sound this 
morning at fouro’clock 5 but the wind, coming: about again to 
the north-west, we let it alone. I cannot help fancying, the 


Aan hey EY ig Sa cy ks) Suna 


~ 
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water is‘’changed'a little, as is usual when a ship comes within 
soundmgs, but.,’tis probable: bam mistaken ; >for there is but 
one: besides»myself of my. opinion, aud-we are very apt tobe= 
lieve what Ave wash. te beithue., «bern odo ovudle oot gon 
od isi HeVSP abo A saad bh Grek can Monday, October 3; he 
‘Phe water: is iow very: visibly ‘changed to the eyes of all 


except the ‘captain’ and the matej!and they will by no means 


allow it} I suppose because they did not see it first. Abus 
dance of» dolphins’are ‘about us, but sii are very ne ‘and 
ps glgnemage peel id en ae fri ESAS Goto Hartt 


dalth 16. G0 Fj el tdete tl teow! shoo geat 
mF Mi ear le hoor a October Ya 
* Past night 1 We stiuck'a Ati this morning we ditt 


3 a fying-fi sea under the windlass. He is about the bigness: 


of'a Sm imackarel}' a sharp } ead ‘a small’ mouth, ‘aiid ’a tail 
forked somewhat like : a “delphi, ‘but the lowest bedivel’ much 
larger and” Tongér thai’ the other} and tinged with yellow. “His 
backanid sides ‘Brieaaitien: ‘blue, bis belly white, and hisskin very 
thick. His Wings are Of a ‘fiiny” ‘substance, about'a span long, 
reaching, when close to his body, from an inch below his gills to 
att inch ‘above his tail. When they fly it i8 stt'a aight forward, for 
(they cabinot'Feadily tury a yard or two above tlie water, and 
perhaps fifty yards is the farthest before ‘they dip into the 
water again, for they cant support themselves i in the air’ any 
reir thie white tate ‘witigs’ Conitintie wet: These flying- 
fin are! the common prey of the’ dolphin, who is their mortal 
enemy. ‘When he inte etn: they tise and fly, and he 

keeps ‘close ‘under them till they drop, and thet’ snaps then 

up immediately: They generally fly in flocks,” four” or’ five, 

ie perhaps a dozen together, and a dolphin is scldotiy éaught 
without one or more'in his belly. We put this flying-fish upon 
the hook; ih Hopes of cdtchine one, but in’s few iminutes'they 
got" it! Off Witholit hooking: themselves" pli will wot 
peddle with anyother bait. O60 8 2098) ow Beayedmog sue 


me ghee pene eiepmbaiets 
bsky KIQUAITTA 
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2949 WO isoile worn FAO TIVO BUN sw 2 
fs ya pee yh Tesdays Night» 


Since, sonane ° Ap wate we have struck three fine dolphins, 
"which, are a great refreshment tous. | This afternoon we have ~ 
seen abundance of grampuses, which are seldom far from 
land ;. but 1 toy wards evening we. had a more evident token, to 


wit, a a little tired bird, something like a lark, ¢ came on board 


oa ES 


us, wie certainly i isan American, and ’tis likely was ashore 
this day. » Ati is NOW calm. We hope for a fair wind next. 
Be, seh rae ee eT a Uli - Wednesday October 5. 

; This morning we saw. a 1 heron, who had lodged aboard last 
night, Ts a ‘long-legged long-necked. bird, _ having as they 


say, but ae, gut. i aap live. aapen. i sat will ewallow, a 


‘The. wind is west. again, “The ship's s ‘crew, was brought sin 
short a allowance of water... nner b iestodet cts chants 


Yorn Yaatiow Si te 4 aries |, Dhuursday, Qctoh ens she 
bi “This. moming abundance of FinFeestashia eed, Sc. pass ed 
by,us 5, evident tokens that Jand i is not far off. _. We, hooked a 
dolphin this morning: that made, us a none breakfast, . A sail 
passed by us about, twelve. 0’ pened and nobody saw her, till 
she was too far astern, to be. spoken with, Tis very near calm: 
we, saw another sail a a-head this, afternoon ;, but night coming 
on we. ‘could not speak with her, though we very much desired. 
it she, stood to the northward, and it is possible might: have 
informed , us how. far. we are. from. land, . Our. artists on 
board are. much z ata Joss. We, hoisted our, jack to her, but. 
she, too no notice of ats “ses aie 36 see Aohiebi itl yor" 

tenid a tod-bodaiw:. guok lierkie: osm! Friday, Oc October 7. 

_ Last, night, about. nine o'clock, fi upa oy gale. oe 
sg 8 east, , which, run us an our conse. at the rate of seven 
miles,an. hour all, aight, ,, We were.in. hopes, of seeing Jand. 
this. morning, but cannot. ‘The, water, ,which we thought was 
changed, is now as blue as the sky; so that unless at that, 
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time we. were running: over some unknown shoal our eyes 
strangely deceived us. All the reckonings have been out 
these several days ; ‘though the captain says tis his’ opinion we 


‘are yet an hundred leagues from land: for my part I know not 


‘what to think of it, we have run’ all this day at a great rate; 


‘and. now night is come on we have no soundings. Sure the 
Atherican continent isnot’ all” sunk under water” since we 
‘left It. i “Solves: DAS EDI Ay Af 
Sate Ol tal BREE 7 a October 8. 
‘The fair Witt continues still: we ran all night in our course, 
‘sounding’ every four hours, but can find no ground yet, nor is 


the water changed by all this day’s run. This afternoon we 


sawan Irish lord, and a bird which flying looked like ‘a 
yellow duck. ' These they s say are not seen far from the coast. 


“Other signs of land have we none. Abundance of large por- 
poises ran by us: this afternoon, and we were followed by a 
shoal ‘of small ones, leaping out of the water, as they ap- 


proached. ‘Towards’ evening we spied a sail a-head, and 


~ 


‘spoke with her just before dark. She was bound from New 


York for Jamaica, ‘and Jeft Sandy Hook yesterday about 
‘noon, from which they reckon themselves forty-five leagues 
distant, By this we compute that we are not above thirty 
leagues from our sre and ving to see land to-morrow. — 
eee “oltttos 4 PEUNAA ', Sunday, October 9. 
We hide haid chet wind fair all the morning: at twelve 
Wolo ‘we sounded, .perceiving the water visibly changed, 
and ‘strack ground ’at twenty-five fathoms, to our'universal 
joy. After dinner one of our mess went up aloft to look out, 
and) presently’ pronounced the long wished-for sound, 
LAND! LAND! «In less than an hour'we could desery it 
from the deck, appearing like tufts of .trees. I could not 
‘discern it so soonas the rest; my eyes were. ‘dimmed ‘with 
thé suffusion of two small drops of joy. By three o’clock 
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we were (nin in'“within two leagues of the ‘land; and spied!a 
Small’ sail \staiding along: shoré!’ We) would ‘gladly. liave 
spoken with her, for. our eaptain was tinacquaiited with the 
coast, and ‘knew not what laid it was that! we saw. We made 
all the sail we could to!speak with her. We'made a sigual of 
distress } but all Wvould ‘not do, the illssatared dog would! not 
come near us: Then we stood off agin fon i cn car- 
se 2 to venture too near, = ne ea 

PI pd FP GO 8) AEE BAO YOY » Monddy,! October re 
OAT nial mornmg we stood : in! again’ for land 5 and ‘we; that 


i had been’ here before all; agreed: that it was’ Cape Henlopen: 


about noon we were come very near, and td otir great joy saw 
the pilot-boat come off to us, which was exceéding welcome. 
He brought on board about a peck of. apples with hin: 
they seemed the most delicious L ever tasted ia my life: the 
salt provisions we had been: used to, cgave them a -relish. 
We had extraordinary fair wind all the afternoon, cand» ‘ran 
-above an hundred miles up the Delaware. before. ‘ten at 
night. "Phe country appears. very pleasant to the eye, ‘being 
covered with woods, except. here ‘and there a.house and | 
plantation. We cast anchor when the tide turned, about two 
~ below N sap and there lay till the morning tide. - 
Angee intl woe oF Tuesday, October 11... 
This iderie Sinica: our with a gentle breeze, 
and passed by Newcastle) whence they hailed 1s and bade us 
welcome. ’Tis extreme fine weather. ,''The sun enlivens our 
stiff limbs with bis glorious rays of warmth and brightiess. _ 
The sky looks gay, with here and there:a silver cloud. The 
fresh breezes from the woods tefresh'us; the immediate pros- 
pect of liberty after so long and irksome confinement ra- 
wishes'us: | In.short all things conspireto make this the mest 
joyful day L ever knew» (As :we ‘passed by Chester some of 
the company went.og shore; impatient once more to tread 
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on terra firma, and designing for Philadelphia: by,Jand,. Four 
of us remained on, board, ngh saving dar the fatigue of travel 
when we knew the voyage had much, weakened us. About 

eight at night, the wind failing us, we cast anchor at Red- 
Perky gicraies fram Philadelphia, and thought we must be 
— fp sien, bate Hahmiabte but BAMA HANNS oR 


ae came. gti and offered to pa Meany ees docs 
-we accepted’ of their »kind proposal, ‘and about ten o’clock 
ng ao a one el ep water : 


at hie De t God! Ron cpa ne rrereye hee sods 
ibisotsir. WNIKMONY Olek ne do eeiarfoy dimes anadiar tidteds 
‘Di OHiesHle qe? foliped Bi aicdgubrced dol MapionbsH 
adh 2th yet botent yove 1 aporod sb.seock mods bIasso veel 
HOG Weds eg oxrbbeNOR sod ibadite Moenote bid Nea 
| es Kicbvidadsomeisns Hy benwleabs oy taped ancien badd 
te Meraeate) al ons SCL weds qin taadni Hoshwuiiaqi’ abode 
pared’ 248 be ivy Hareb lope mative 1 Wade, eh ga ttaiomitert ned: tai 
Pete" BeHod 8 da dibe! inl eae see: Cieborien diab Bios 
emt tnods Jborrusrebirodt oda todon$ Getdogitt vecnmtcodiles 
habit gennteinbad ote: bee v0 sivason itt em 
see nipeeaeiehceniieaieh lasad eo overtedy han’-.y tet aon 
ose chevy & ORS pte paar ony! veckhitT 
eu: Sbai je er uted eniniliiads: sin pail spat Ds 
ere ree ee OEE seinen daieeadk ghetah wwe Vv. Binodltvr 
> adatatdigredh bes yincicam forever Awlwihy pict vio edad: Brae 
ohh “Biel val 60a sipiaeliy tees! yeu, peers rey shiniiesaeh 
2a, watbiedioai oat 8 aria: BY ahoaw ano mort, dsounchitasab 
Ry ietin oad ay wh wal ve ees tae? pactssis.y frethhetoososeg! 
f Puen ocd atin oy ne Qhetiqpito eomal te Snore us) ‘ deere Tans 
Wines 5 4a Gta lewelanlis -ygealnaes devel Reb 
"wai OF arya in Seni ice Sonibtnpied -awbamsernio winds! 
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baPictalanas question, to pasa at every. meeting. 

Have you read over these queries this morning, im order |. 
to consider what you might have. to offer the Junto pie , 
any one of them? viz. : 

‘1. Have you met with any thing in the author you Last 
read, remarkable, or suitable to be communicated to the . 
Junto? particularly in history, morality, poetry, physic, tra-.» 
— mechanic arts, or other parts of knowledge. | 

©, What new story have you hind heard, wes to | 
iii in conversation? —s_—. gradeherg 

‘ 3. Hath any citizen in your aidaleads failed i in his busi-. | 
ness lately, and what-have you heard of the cause? 

‘4. Have you lately heard of any-citizen’s thriving well,.. ui 
and by what means? 19 | 

‘5. Have you lately honed how any present rich man, beta m 
or elsewhere, got his estate ? | 

‘6. Do you know of any fellow-citizen, who has lately, , 
done a worthy action, deserving praise and imitation? or who 
has committed an error ind for us to be warned against 
and avoid? = 9 . _ 
~ € 7. What nish ll of . cobcannaiia’ lech you. 
lately observed or heard? of imprudence? of passion? or of 
any other vice or folly ? 
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© 8, What happy effects of cemperaneeie of ihn of 
roller or of any other virtue? 

“9: Have,you, or any of your ‘acquaintance, pink scale 
sick or wounded ? if so, what remedies were used, and what 
were their effects?, .)...) J do ) , 

“10. Who do you know that are aJehortly going voyages or 
journies, af one should have:occasion to:send by them-?,, . 

» ©11. Do you think of any thing at present, in which the 
Junto may be serviceable to. mankind? to their country, to 
their friends, or to themselves Fo ee pot , 

‘12. ‘Hath any | deserving stranger arrived in town since 
our last meeting that you heard of? ‘and what have you heard 
or observed of his characterior, merits: and whether you think 
it lies in the powerof the Junto to: oblige ai or, encourage 5 
him as he deserves ? | MSGi ie suolyns 

£18. Do you know of any deserving, igi pein lately 
setup, mihbaicis lies: in:the: *Bansvitathe, dantas jany., way to. 
encotiagediid. . 20g .ctilaggen,..wy Prd ghil AGOINE G, cet 
£14 Have.you sadiebe Pesan any, itech, in the laws of 
your country; of which it‘would be: proper to moye the le 
gislature for an amendment ? or do you know, of, any, benefi- bs 
cial law that is wanting? wou 1 seeded nee dite dt ot, 

15. Have you lately | lisa any, encroachment on. the is 
just liberties of the people?i: °. >) v9.55 yo 

16. Hath any, body attacked your - reputation lately ? apd 
what can the J unto do towards securing it?., 4, Win Bedt ay 

‘17. Is there any man whose friendship you want, ard 
which the J unto or any of: them, can,procure for you ?. 

£18. Have-iyou lately heard: any :member’s. ene. ate, : 
tacked, and how have you, defended it? j4.. eas ABO cei 

£19. Hath any man injured. you, fend whom, it, is,1n, in the - 
power of the J unto tg! procure you redress;?, bday ype Blk. 
MOS. © PP ‘am miied % bewitd 
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€@0. In what’ manner cari the’ Juiito, or’ ~ ‘of them : as- 
sist you in any of your honorable designs? \0 (0! (wolliwhon: 
é 21. ‘Have’ you ‘any weighty affair’ in hand} in’ ‘Which! ee 


anh thé advice of ‘the Junto may be of service?!" ' 9% 
‘22. What benefits have ca oe received from: “any 
thian hot’ present ? “shan ushered 4 WON HW Mai? 


¢93.''Is there’ any difficulty’ in matters of nen of jus-. 
tice, ‘and injistiee,'v ieee a om bie have’ diséussed a 
this time?’ y IGT OF Yo it ol Ines5rv7 24 od 4 os ust. 

£24. Do you see any thing sabe the’ present wastoms 


‘ or ‘proceedings of the Be die ‘which’ might be amicndedé 
by; bi BOY ope Init 


pat GOY tin DAT aont ia wo 


Fo eae es 


io stnid up; and Tay his it on his breast, ‘and be a 


these questions ; viz. roth see Set 
“©1. ‘Have “you “any partictlar® disrespect to: acl present 
members 22 Ansiber: F Have dott OF! oi. 200 oh awl gig ts 


© 2. Do you sincerely declare that you love mankind in 
genefal ; ‘of What Geen oY religion soever ?— Answer. 
Tido.” RAO Ohh ite 4 ay TOR? oH itn Oi edhe v 
i. se ‘Do you ‘think airy person ought to” “be ‘harmed ' in’ his 
body, name, or goods, for mere speculative opinions, ‘oF his 
external way of ‘worship '— Answer. No. raw te: 
‘4, Do you love truth for truth’s. sake, and will ‘you ens 
deavor impartially’ to find and’ receive it yourself and com- 


municate it to others ?— Answer. Yes. ee 


Questions discussed by the JUNTO 0 forming the preceding Club 
Is sound an entity or body } > 
How may the phenomena of vapors be dptuhed? pain) 

“Ts self-interest’ ‘the rudder that steers mankind, ithe univer- 


sal monarch to whom all are tributaries ? 
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Which is the best form of government, and what was that 
form which first prevailed among mankind ? 
Can any one patticular form of government suit all man- 
kind ? | 

‘What is the reason that the titted ¢ rise ‘higher in the bay of 
pis than the bay of Delaware : P * 

_ Is the emission of paper money safe ? 

What is. the reason that men of the greatest knowledge 
are not the most happy 5 

How may the: PRPSeHPIORG ‘of the lakes be tA ARETE to our 


advaREAOA Bist SbuGsWAY oA ASK ap GRMN 
Why are tumultuous uneasy sensations auited pest our 
desires? | ata itialiniasttiiaais . 


Whether it ought to be fie aim of aici to eradicate 
the } passions ? es i 
; ‘How: may smoky chinmeys thas best cured 3 eeobouc ; 
” Why does the flame of : a candle tend Spi i ire? 
_ Which i is Teast criminal, a ‘bad action “joined wi wit gs "2 good 
intention, or a | good action ‘with a bad intention?” mii re . 
Is it consistent with the principles of ‘iberty in ‘a ape go- 


vernment. to punish « a man asa Tibeller, when he speaks» the 
teuth? oi), 


: age fe § 5% 3 eee | - F ee geterty 
bog a. 53 “ mds 3 rl aX Via .b Wale? 
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} $e 88 Mom } Jomo): 
‘Remarks ‘ona late Protest’ against ‘the dpe of Mr. 
| Franklin, an Agent for the sib vi Pennsyloania:” 


ey 1 Bh a t we ‘ ghee 
Tro iit} ‘s ay iste BWW TA Ys VORA SRA UD Ute ems “i W 
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oad Wit passed 


Cb e iay ye 4 $3 rahe: fiz le te ae dead 
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DT Have generally fp ge over, it a ane disregard, ‘the 
pani abusive Pieces that have been written ‘against. me ; 
and though 1 the | Paper, ¢ called a Px OTEST, is is fies an 
respectable names, I _ Was, nevertheless, i fbr at it 


with the same Andifference ; but as, the aan a ere 
reflected on ‘upon my. ‘account, iti is though at ‘more my “duty't uty to 
make some remarks upon it.. shies ane ate sists 

I would first observe, then, that ‘this hen “protesting by 
the minority, with a string of reasons against the posed 
of. the Majority of the house of assembly, is quite new 
among US; the present i is the second we have had of the kind, 
and both within a few months. ‘Tt is unknown to the prac- 
tice of the house of commons, or of any house of repre- 
sentatives in America, that I have heard of ; and seems an 
affected imitation of the lords in parliament, which can’ by 
no, means become assembly-men of America. “Hence ap- 
pears t the. absurdity of the complaint, that the house refused 
the protest, an entry on their minutes. The protesters “know 
that they are not, by any custom or usage, entitled to such an 


entry, and that the practice here is not only useless i in itself, 
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but would be. highly inconvenient to. the, house, since it 
would: ‘probably be thought necessary for the: ‘majority also to 
enter their reasons, to justify themselves to their constituents, 
whereby the minutes would be encumbered, and the public 
business obstructed. More especially would it be found in- 
conyenient, if such motives are made use of as a new form 
of libelling, as the vehicles of personal malice, and as means 
of giving to private abuse the appearance of a sanction, as 
public acts. Your protest, gentlemen, was therefore pro- 
perly, refused ; and since it is no part of the proceedings ; of 
assembly, one may with the more freedom examine it. _ 

+ Your first reason against my appointment is, that you “ be- 
jae me to be the chief author ofthe measures pursued by 
the last assembly, which have occasioned such uneasiness 
and distraction among the good people of this province.” I 
shall not dispute my share in those measures ; T hope they 
are such as will in time do honor to all that were concerned 
in them. But you seem mistaken in the order of ‘time’ it 
‘was the uneasiness and distraction among the good people of 
the province that occasioned the measures : the province was 

‘in confusion before they were taken, and they were pursued 
in order. to ‘prevent such uneasiness and distraction for the fu- 
ture. Make one step farther back, and you will find propri- 
etary injustice supported by proprietary minions and crea- 
tures, the original cause of att our uneasiness. and distrac_ 
tions. | . » aPorlf 
Another of your reasons is, “ that I am, as “you are in- 
Sihied, very unfavorably thought of by several of his 
majesty’s ministers.” 1 apprehend, gentlemen, that your in- 
former is mistaken. He indeed has taken great pains to give 
aunfavorable impressions of me, and. perhaps may flatter 
himself, that it is impossible so much true industry should be 
totally without effect. His long success in maiming or mur- 


‘N 
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dering all the tépiitations that’ stand in his “way, Rhian thas 
‘been the dear’ elight and constant ‘employment’ of ‘his'life, 
may likewise ‘have given him some just’ ground for confidence 
that he has, a as they call it, done 'for me amongst the rest. ° But, 
as I said before, T believe he is mistaken. \ Fot' what ‘have’ I 
done. ‘that they should think unfavorably: of me? It cannot 
be n my constantly and uniformly promoting the measures of 
‘the crown, ever since I had any influence in‘ the’ province. It 
cannot, surely, be my promoting the change froin a‘ 'pro- 
prietary toa ‘royal government. If indeed T had, by speeches 


and writings: “endeavored to make his ‘majesty’s" government — 


universally odious in the province ;— if I ‘had’ harangtied by. 
the week to all comers and goers, on the pretended ‘injustice | 
and oppressions of ‘royal government, and the’slavery of the 
people under it pe T had written traitorous papers to ‘this - 
purpose, ‘dnd got them’ translated into other languages, ‘to 
give his majesty’s' foreign subjects here those horrible ideas 
of ‘it:—if I’had’ declared, written’ and ‘printed, that? the 


king’s little ® finger ‘we should find heavier than thé proprie- 


tor’s whole’ loins, with’ regard to” our ‘liberties ; then indeed 
wes the’ ininisters! ‘be supposed ‘to’ ‘think: shafhide abby” ‘of 

“But these ‘are’ not exploits for aman’ who ‘holds @ pro- 
Suara under the crown, and’ ‘cati expect ‘to’ hold .it'no 
longer than’he behaves with the fidelity'and duty ‘that becomes 
every good subject. They are'’only’for officers of 'proprie- 


tary appointment, who hold their commissions during’ ‘his, 
and ‘not’ the | ‘King’s pleasure’; and who, ‘by dividing’ dniong 


themselves and their’ relations offices “of ‘many’ thousands 
a-year, enjoyed by proprietary favor, feel where to place*their 
loyalty. © T wish they were as good subjects ‘to his majésty ; 
—and perhaps. at fig be'so, when'the bah 
feres no’ longer. 1 art) douett G2 oidicaoginl jive’ Moercudl, 

~ Another of ‘your reasons is)“ that thé props of mbifor 
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an. agent is extremely disagreeable to a very great, number of, 
the most. serious and reputable inhabitants of the province ;. 
and .the proof is, my, having been rejected at. the last 
election, thoug h [had ‘Tepresented the city in assembly for 
14 years.” . , ‘ 
«And do those of, you, eauletes. reproach me. with this, 
who, among four thousand voters, had scarcely a score more 
than I had? It. seems, then, that your, elections were very near 
being, rejections, and thereby furnishing the same proof in 
your-case that you produce in mine, of your being hkewise 
extremely disagreeable to a very great number of the most 
serious and reputable people. Do you, honorable sir, re- 
proach.me with this, who for almost twice 14 years have 
been rejected (if not being chosen is to, be rejected) by the 
same people, and unable, with all your wealth and connec- 
tions,, and the influence they give you, to obtain an election 
in the county, where you reside, and the city where you were 
born, and are best known, have been obliged to accept a 
_seat.from one-of the out counties, the remotest of the pro- 
vince !—It is known, sir,. to, the persons who proposed me, 
that. was first chosen against my inclination, and against my 
entreaties that I might be suffered to remain a private man. 
In none of the. i elections you mention did I ever appear 
asa candidate. — I never did, directly or indirectly, solicit 
amy man ’s vote. For six of the years in which I was an- 
nually. chosen, I was, absent, residing in England ; during 
all which time your secret and open attacks upon my cha-. 
acter. and reputation were incessant ; and yet you gained no 
ground. And can you really, gentlemen, find matter of tri- 
umph.in this rgectton as you call it? A moment’s reflection 
.on the means, i which it was obtained must make you 
ashamed of, it. 
» Not, only, my. ys to ie crown, in n_ carrying the post- 
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Office Act more daly into. execution, was.made. use of to ex- 
asperate the ignorant, as if 1 was increasing my own profits, 
by picking their pockets; but my very zeal. in opposing. the’ . 
murderers, and supporting the authority of government, and 
even my humanity, with regard to. the innocent Indians under 
our protection, were mustered among my. offences, ‘to’ stir up 
against me those religious bigots, who are of all savages the 
most brutish. Add to this, numberless. falsehoods propagated 
as traths, and the many perjuries procured among: the wretched 
rabble brought to swear themselves entitled to a:vote;—and 
yet so poor a AUPRSIOTH obtained at all this expense of honor 
and conscience! Can this, gentlemen, be matter of triumph ¢: 
Enjoy it, then. Your exultation, however, was short-—-Your 
artifices did not prevail everywhere; nor. your double tickets, 
and whole boxes of forged votes,. A great’ majority of the 
new chosen assembly were of the old. members, and remain 
uncorrupted. They still stand firm for the people, and wall 
obtain justice from the proprietaries, But what does: that 
aivail to you who are in the: proprietary,interest? - And:what 
comfort can it afford you, when by the assembly’s| choice ‘of 
an agent, it appears that the same, to you obnoxious, man, 
(notwithstanding all your venomous invectives against him) 
still retains so great a share of the public confidence? - 

But “ this step, you say, gives you the more lively affliction, 
as it is taken at the very moment when you were informed by 
a member of the house, that the governor had’ assured him 
of his having received instructions from the proprietaries, to 
give his assent to the taxation of their estates, in the’ same 
manner that the estates of other persons are to be taxed; and 
also to confirm, for the public use, the several squares formerly 
claimed by the city.” O the force of friendship! the'power of 
interest! What politeness they infuse into a writer, and what de- 
licate expressions they produce!’ The'dispute between the pa 
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prietaries: tid us ‘was about the quantum, the rate of their 
taxation, and not ‘about the manner; but now, when all the 
‘world condemns them for acquiring a_ partial exemption ‘of. 
their estates, and they are forced to submit to an honest 
‘equality, it is called “‘ assenting to be taxed in the same man- 
‘ner with the people:”—Their restitution of five public squares 
in the plan of the city, which they had near forty years unjustly 
‘and’ dishonorably siezed and detained from us, directing their 
‘surveyor to map streets over them (in order to turn them into 
‘lots) and their officers to sell a part of them ; this their dis- 
gorging is softly called confirming them for the public uses 
*éied instead of the plain words formerly given to the city, by 
‘the first proprietary their father, we have the cautious pretty 
‘expression of “ formerly claimed by the city.” —-Yes, not only 
formerly but always claimed, ever since they were promised 
and given, to encourage the’ settlers, and ever will be claimed 
till we are’ put in actual possession of them. Tis pleasant, 
‘however, to’ seé how lightly and tenderly you trip over these 
‘matters,'as if you trod upon eggs.—But that “ very mo- 
‘MENT,” that precious moment! why was it so long delayed? 
‘Why were ‘those healing instructions so long withheld and 
-concealed from the’ people? They were, it seems, brought 
over by Mr. Allen." Intelligence was received by various 
afavitss (OR ErUp £4) att 


x Extract ce a ean dated. Sandu) August 6, ifBm nas David 
_ Barclay and Sons, to Messieurs James and Drinker. | 


« We very much wish’ for William Allen’s happy arrival on your 
side, when, we hope his influence, added to the power and commissions 
the proprietaries | have invested him with, may prove effectual, in re- 

storing. harmony and tranquillity among you, 80 much to be desired 

“by, every ‘well-wisher to your province. Pray, be assured: of our sin- 
cerest and best wishes for the success of this salutary work, and ‘that 
nothing} jh Our power, to contribute thereto, will ever be wanting. ” 
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hands 'fromm Lonidon, that orders were sent by.the proprietaries, 
from:which great hopés:were entertained of.an accommodation. 
Why was the bringing:and,the delivery of, such orders,so jong. 
denied? The reason is easily understood. | -Messieurs Bar- 
clays, friends to ‘both’ proprietaries and | people, wished, for 
that gentleman’ s happy arrival, hoping his influence, added to 
the power and commissions the, ‘proprietaries had. vested him 
with, might | prove effeétual, in: restoring “harmony and, tran- 
quillity. among us 3—but he, it seems, hoped, his znfluence 
might do the business, without those additions-—There appear- 
ed'on his arrival: some: prospect, from sundry circumstances, 
of a change to be made in the house’by. the. approaching 
election. The proprietary friends..and creatures knew. .the 
heart of their master, and how extremely disagreeable to, him. 
- that equal taxation, that restitution, and. the other concessions 
to be made for the sake of, a) reconciliation, must necessarily 
be. They hoped therefore, to. spare him: all those, mortifica~ 
tious, and thereby secure a. greater’ portion. of; his. fay r 
Hence ‘the instructions. were. not, produced, to, the loins 
sembly, though they:arrived before. the | September sitting, 
when the governor was in town; and actually did. business’ with 
the house.» Nor to the new’ assembly were they mentioned, 
till the “ very moment,” the fatal, moment! when the house 
were on the point of choosing that wicked adversary of the 
Prop risaaay to be an agent for the province in England. . 
But TI have, you say, a “ fixed enmity to’ the’ proprietaries,” 
and. you “ believe it will preclude all accommodation of our 
disputes with them, even on just and reasonable: terms.”— 
And why do you think I have a fixed enmity to the proprie- 
taries. 2 have. never had a any personal difference with them. | 
I am no, lag, jobber, : and therefore]have never had any thing 
to. do with their land-office or officers ;—if I had, probably, like 
others, I might: have been obliged to truckle to their measures, 
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or’ have ‘Had’ like ‘causes ‘of ‘complaint. But’ our private im 
terests never clashed, and all their resentment against me, and 
thine to them, has’ been ‘on the: public account. Let them, do 
justice to the: people of Pennsylvania, act honorably to. the 
citizens of Philadelphia, and become honest. men; my en- 
a that’s of any consequence, ceases from the “ very mo- 
ment 3” and;' as. soon as I possibly can, I promise to. love, 
honor, and respect: them.—In the mean time, why. do you 
“believe it ‘will preclude‘all accommodation with them on just 
and ‘reasonable terms?” Do you not boast that their gracious 
condescerisions are in the hands of the governor, and that “if 
this‘ ad been the‘ usual time for business, his honor would 
have sent them down ina message to the house.” How then 
ean’ my gome to England prevent this accommodation? The 
governor ‘can call the house.when he pleases, and one would 
think that, ‘at least'in' your opinion, my being out of the way 
would be'a favorable circumstance. For then, by “ cultivat- 
ig the disposition shown by the proprietaries, every reason- 
ablé*demand that canbe made on the part of the people 
might be ‘obtained: in vigorously insisting on which, you pro- 
mise’ to unite’ most earnestly with the rest of the house.”—It 
seems then we have‘ reasonable: demands” to make, and as 
you' call ‘them’ a ‘little higher, equitable demands... This is 
much ‘for proprietary minions to own;—but you are all grow- 
‘{dg’ better, in imitation of your master, which is indeed very 
commendable. And if the ‘accommodation here should fail, 
_ Phope that:though yow dislike the person a majority of two 
-t6 one in'the:house have thought fit to: appoint an agent, you 
Will nevertheless, in duty to your country, continue the noble 
_ resolution of uniting with the rest of the house, -in vigorously 
insisting on that equety and “ha chat pire such ‘an iution will 
undoubtedly obtain for.us. (6 i eo | cone os) 
to bypass over the’ trivial charge seaihes the assembly, that 
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they aeted with ‘tinnecessary haste in:proceeding)to this ap- 
pointment, without! making ‘a’ small, adjournment,” &c.,and — 
your affected apprehensions of dangerifrom that haste.» The — 
necessity ‘of expedition | on this occasion is:as: obvious to, every 
one out: of doors as it was to those within; and the fears.you 
mention are not, I'fancy, considerable enough to break your 
resti—I come then to’ your high charge against me, “‘ThatI — 
heretofore ventured, contrary to an act‘of ‘assembly, to place 
the public money in the stocks, whereby this province suf- 
fered a loss of £6000, ‘and that‘sum “added to’ the €5000, 
granted for my expenses, niakes the whole cost. of my former 
voyage to Englandamountto ELEVEN THOUSANDPOUNDS!” 
—How ‘wisely was that form: in our laws. contrived; which, 
when ‘a man is'arraigned for his: life, requires the evidence to 
speak the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth! 
The reason is manifest. -A falsehood: may destroy the inno- 
cent; ‘so may part of a truth without the wholes .and @ mix 
ture of truth and falsehood may be full.as pernicious... You, | 
Mr. Chief Justice, and the other justices among the. protes- 
ters, and. you, ‘sir, who are a counsellor ‘at law, must. all.jof 
you be well acquainted with this’ excellent form; and when 
you arraigned my reputation (dearer to me than life) before, the 
assembly,.and now at the respectable tribunal of the public, 
would it not have well become your honors to have had some 
small regard at least to the spirit of that form? | You might 
have mentioned, that the direction of the act to lodge the — 
money in the bank, subject to the drafts of the trustees of the 
loan-office here, was impracticable; that’ the bank refused to 
receive it on those terms, it being contrary to their ‘settled 
rules to take’ charge of money subject to the orders of unknown 
people living in distant countries.— Y ou might have: mentioned, 

that the house being informed of this, and having no imme- 
diate call for the money, did themselves adopt the measure of 
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Pesogs itin:the stocks, hich then were low.;, » Where 1 it la 
time- hecabi ade an’ interest: that fa even. ped ny a. . bill, 

directing. the subsequent» sums granted’ by parliament,. to be 
placed: with ‘the former: thatthe measure was prudent: and 
safe ; and that the loss arose, not from placing the’ acres: IN 
the ‘stocks, but, from ‘the imprudent and — ‘unnecessary DRAW- 
ING IT OUT at the very time when they were lowest, On s some 
slight: uncertain, \rumors.of peace concluded : that if the as- 
sembly: had let it remain another year, instead of losing they 
would have'gained six thousand pounds ; and? that, after all, 

since the exchange at which’ ‘they. sold their bills was near 
twenty per cent. higher when, they 4 drew, than when the stocks 
were. purchased, the. loss. was, far from being. so great, as you 
represent it. All these, things. you might have said, for 
they-are, and’ you know them. to be, part of the whole truth ; 

ibut) they. would haye spoiled. your accusation, “The late 
speaker «of: your, honorable house,, Mr., Norris, who has, 
‘TE<suppose;'all my letters: to. him, and copies of his, own..to 
‘me;'relating’ to’ that transaction, can testify with how. much’ 
‘integrity. and clearness I. mhanaged the whole ‘affair.—All the 
house were | sensible of it, being from time to time fally ach 
quainted with the facts. If I had gone to gaming in. the 
stocks with) the public: money, and through my fault a sum 
was'lost), as your. protest’ would insinuate, why was I not'cen- 
sured and punished’ for it when I returned ? You, honorable 
‘sir, (my, enemy, of § seven years ” standing) was then in the house. 
You, were. appointed. on the committee for. examining my ; ac- 
-counts ;) you reported. that, you, found. them Just, and signed 
sep Feport.® a never solicited the e-employ of Lmpenis i made 


fii 


“lite ! “U Reportof of the Cosilaiterae on Fa Franklis? Beat. 
_ «In obedience’ tothe order. of thie House, we have examined. the ac- 
count ‘of Benjamin Franklin, Esq. with the vouchers to us produced in 
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ho’ bargain for my future service, when I was ordered to: Eng 
dared uy the digit nor! aie ont: vote me: any: ~~ al 


e 


spare. pieensél and do find: ‘the same account ito be sunal wi pri he 
has:expended, in the immediate, service of this, province the sum of 
seven hundred and fourteen pounds, i ten, shillings and seven pence, out of 
the sum of, Aifteen. hundred pounds sterling, foh him. remitted and paid, 
exclusive of any allowance or charge’ for his support and servites for 


the province ! Sid Heo Yio ON de POR om 


caeey BS 2000 9009 Joe Mopron)! 1! Tomw ‘Huenesj!!0!'9 
fot 2 siaol to, bystetk om Wiritaw Amen,» Sasuer Raoadsy: 
“Fano; 1763. - “aaa Onn RaRRAS sje SouNoWiLKamson, 
non enue ellid siodt, bloe Joun Moor, ,,, Tsaag P PEARSON. ali 
| JOSEPH Fox, 


este taht opearty 


« é The house taking ‘the foregoing report « of. the’ committee. of de. 


counts into consideration, and having Some eine abated thefeon,’ 
. ‘bine ova juhosg any epabtit. candied Aw ai lerouserdgi 
& « Resoloed,, ‘pd . sk silalaaitad 

« That the sum. of five Gunidved a ip tia pee annum be allowed 
and: given to Benjamin ‘Franklin, wq. ‘Tate agent for ‘thé province’ of 
Pennsyloania at’ the court of Great Britain, during his absence’ of'six 
years from ‘his’ business and:connexionsy inthe service of the, public; 
and ‘that the thanks of this house be also  giyen,to the said. gentleman 
by: Mr. Speaker, :from,|the chair, as well for the, faithful, discharge, of 
his duty, to this province in, particular, as as. for the many and important 
services done. to Fete in general, during his, residence i ia \ has 


Britain. iui 
48 Josie cout bos. .y ols Dhersdays March Sty:Ag6eIoy 


2 Pursuant; to: a in of, tle nineteenth of ast month, that, the 
ihapks of this house be given, to Benjamin. Franklin, Esquire, for his 
many § services not only to the province of ' Pennsylvania, but to America 
in general, during his Jate agency at the court ‘of Great Britain, the 
same were this day accordingly given in form fromthe chair. ~To 
which Mr. Franklin, respectfully addressing himself: to’ the speaker, 
made answer, That he was thankful to the house for the. very, hand- 

some-and generous allowance they had been pleased to make him for 
his services; but thatthe approbation of this house was, in his esti- 
mation, far above every other kind of recompense.” 3d 

cn ai why ee A ioe | Votes, 1763. 
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lived there near six years at my own expense, and I made no 
charge or demand when I came home. You, sir, of all others, 
was the very member that proposed for the honor and justice 
of the house) a compensation to,be made me of the five thou- 
sand pounds you mention. Was it with an intent to reproach 
me thus publicly for accepting it? I thank the house for it, 
then, and I thank you now for proposing it: though you, who 
have lived in. England, can easily conceive, that. besides the 
prejudice to my private affairs by my absence, a thousand 
pounds more would not have’ reimbursed me. The money 
voted was” immediately paid me. But, -if I had occasioned 
the loss of siz thousand pounds to the province, here was a 
fair opportunity of securing easily the greatest ‘part of it; why 
was not the five thousand pounds deducted, and the remainder 
called for ?-The reason is, this: accusation was not then in- 
vented.—Permit me to add, that supposing the whole eleven 
thousand pounds an expense occasioned by my voyage to Eng- 
land, yet the taxation of the proprietary estate now established, 
will, ‘when’ valued by years’ purchase, ‘be found in time.an-ad- 
- -yantage to the public far exceeding that expense. © ‘And if thé 
expense is at present a burthen, the odiumi'of it ought to-lie 
on ‘ those. who, by their injustice, made! the ' voyage necessary, 
and not on me, who only submitted to the orders of the’ sia 
in undertaking it \09' as ORES Ot 
-<J’am now to 'take'leave (perhaps a lab Leaveys f fie country 
I love, and’in which T have spent thé: greatest part of my life. 
—Esto PERPETUA San wish every kind of Broapeet, to ed 
friends,—and I forgive my enemies, © . 
Philadelphia; Nov. 5, 1764. 9 0B. FRAneiiw, 


r - *s Ba. = 
: = £ ; ; » 5 Viet eae Gaee e 

sek kis P vr Bice bes ty = oO + F eee CSF Te ,* ESETSECRMD Seer 3 

PFE he ev .* Pos ‘eee 2 a F - > he 2 cy, ~ 


* t : OYE ' Li et} 
‘ ihe 
Seyity Po Sap ae 
APPENDIX. path ry 
@ , fe Bat 
; AeA *, * mi] i . : y aN 


We Ms eae ; iY i d ME eas iy ps 


[ts ait 


Sie 


The he Bivdiritlaor 3 Dr. Pineda ‘prahatin’ Ae 
“the English House of Commons, in February, 1766: 3 
relative to. the, eee? of the American Aon Act 


ail F 
, 
t eft 
ree 


* Eeteed to. in M EMOIRS, , Part i. . 3361. 
t Waar Hal ; 


opras faut Tae t ; ot) ' creas \ - 4” 3 ot eet 
eek & ey f Je rer i ea PSA eet shh ie ar 33 if : ba FF 
2 J rtf iit) h wire bee KT" ET gE ah ie dss SNS FI 
¥ *¢ ¥ ra - * % 
‘ ity AL 7 vay $2, 2 wet) “TEE bye he: 
c geatil Liesl aehr ats i ee © OO7E SPB US 
i eis weeded 4 Seas SAY tea Edom b Le & 
‘ ; x ’ : ° y HM “Y ' 


ers Waar 1s your name, st place. of f abode Roney 19 py om .. 
hovdsi Franklin, of Philadelphia., cis tous nant atl doe noah 
iu Do the Americans PAY iad comin fave aad 
duntenelven'? wiiedest ah offi ado fn 
A, Certainly many, dual very y heavy tateane : tb es ma : a iy ry 
-Q. What are. the, | present taxes in t Remnepeaie laid; by. 
the laws of the colony’? «5 be t}ierd pe ; one ton hag 
A There are taxes on all sath tea beak and: stencibllina 
poll tax; a tax. on all offices,” ‘professions, trades, and busi- 
nesses,. according to their profits; an excise on; all: ‘wine, rum; 
and , other. spirits ; and a duty. of ten pounds } Pen head ¢ on’ ‘all 
negroes imported ; with some. other. duties... 6) bans . 1 an 
Q.. For what purposes are those taxes laid? ‘ Hi wae e ie ri 
A. For the support of the civil and military establishments 
of the country, and to a, aoe heavy ion contracted in 
the last war, . . “i 
Q. How Pipe are Agha taxes to continue ? 


vFy. Hee, whats ii ESE) S¥R 
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A. Those for. discharging the ‘debt are’ to’ continue till’ 
1772; and longer, if the debt should not be then all ee, a 
‘The wre must always continue. 

Q. Was it not expected that. the debt would have been 
sooner discharged ? ; 

A. It was, when the peace was hele with France and 
Spain. But a fresh war breaking out with the Indians, a’ 
fresh load of debt, was:incurred; and the taxes, of course, 
continued longer. by a new law. : 

Q., Are not all the people very able to pay those taxes? 

“A. No. The frontier counties, all along the continent, | 
having been frequently ravaged | by. the enemy, and greatly, 
impoverished, are able. to pay very little tax. And there- 
fore, in consideration of their distresses, our late tax-laws do: 
expressly favor those counties, excusing the sufferers; and I: 
suppose the same is done in other governments. E 

Q. Are not you “concerned - in the management of the 
post-office i in America’ 2 

Ad. Yes. Lam Deputy Post-Master General of Nor th 
Angee. 

Q.. Don't you. think the distribation of stamps, by post, 

to all the ink in habitants, ver y ‘practicable, if there was no oppo- 


2 P3 * 


sition? 
—. “tt +4 
except in in a few instances, go back into the country ; and if. 
they did, sending | for stamps, ‘by. post “would occasion an. 


expense of postage, amounting, in many, cases, to much more. 


e posts only go along | the -sea-coasts 5 they do not, 


than that of the stamps themselves. 

| Q. Are you acquainted with Noa eas 2 
~ hs mE never was there. oe 

Q. Do you know whether there a are any post-roads « on that ) 
island? | . 

A. I have heard there are no roads “at ae buh that. the 


7 
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communication between one settlement and another is by. sea 
only. | 
Q. Can you disperse the Men by: iat in pct 

A. There is only a post between Montreal and Quebec. 
The inhabitants live so scattered and remote from: each other, 
in. that, vast country, that posts cannot be supported among 
them, and therefore, they cannot get stamps per post. The ~ 
English colonies, too, along. the aig are very thinly 
settled. Tht he a ee 

Q. From the susan of the baie a a i would not 
the stamp act, be extremely inconvenient to the mhabitants. if 
executed? .y. 

- A. To be sure it a as ‘many of the inhabitants: ech 
not get stamps when they had: occasion for them, without 
taking, long, journeys, and spending perhaps three or four 
pounds, that the crown might get sixpence. =. 5), 

» Q. Are, not) the colonies, from. their circumstances, very 
able to pay the stamp duty ? TR ee 

A. In my opivion, there is not gold.and. iter enough in 
the colonies to pay the stamp bas for one year.’ 


t The Stain Act- says, ‘that the Adeeay shall have no com. 
‘merce, make no exchange of property with each other; neither p pur- 
chase, nor grant, nor recover debts: they shall neither marry nor 
make their-wills, unless they pay such and such sums in specie ! for 
the stamps, which must give validity to the proceedings, The ope- 
ration of-such a tax, had it obtained the consent of the people, ap- 
peared inevitable; and its annual productiveness was, estimated by 
its proposer in the House of Commons, at the committee for supplies, 
at 100,000/. sterling. The colonies being already ‘reduced to the ne- 
cessity of having paper-money, by sending to Britain, the ‘specie they 

- collected in foreign trade, in “order to-make up for the. deficiency of 
their other returns for Britain’s manufactures, there were doubts: - 
where! could remain fhe specie sufficient to. answen the tax... 
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Q. Don’t you know that the money arising from the stamps 
was all to be laid out in America? 

A. Dkitow it is ‘appropriated by the act to the’ A'merican 
service; but it will be spent in the conquered colonies, where 
the soldiers'are; not in the colonies that pay it. 

Q. Isthere not a balance of trade due from the colonies: 
where ‘the troops are. oni ‘that will bring back the money 
to the old colonies?’ pad 

A. ¥ think not. I believe very: little would come back. 
T know of no trade likely to bring it back. 1 think it would’ 
come’ from the colonies where it? was spent, directly'to Eng- 
land; for I have always observed; that in every colony the 
more plenty the means ‘of remittance to England, the more 
goods are sent for, and the moré trade with England carried on, 

~ Q: What number of white Intlabitatits do you think there 
are liv Pennsylvania ! oy : 

ALD romeaie there may’ be about one hundred’ and aes 
thousand. | 

Q. What number of them are Quakers? 

A. Perhaps a third. 

~ Q. What number of Getmans? 

~ A. Perhaps another third; but I cannot que with cer- 
tainty. 

-Q: Have any number. of . the Germans 'seen service, as sol- 
‘a ddetsii in: Europe? ea 
+» \Al Yes, many of them, both in ie ip and America. 

~Q: Are they as much dissatisfied with the stamp duty as 
the English? 

A. Yes,,and more; and:with reason, as their stamps are, 
in-many cases, to be double.* 


“©The Stamp Act provides,‘ that a double duty should be laid where 
the instrument, proceedings, &c. shall be engrossed, written, or 
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Q. How, many.. white men _,do; you . PURROPS ithensals are in) 
North America ? at ati ay Loy | y 

A. About three hundr ai shnahesuid me sixteen) to sixty. 
years of age”). 4», ‘i , ditt! epee 

Q. What may be nie amount aes wins year’s., ivuwonith antes 
Pennsylvania from Britpin? ws sete we do weds 

. A. [have been mformed; that our, merchants, paseaivone the. 
import ts from Britain to be above 500, o00/. oo Ut ode od 


_Q. What may be the amount of the’ ProAne of your Bro 


vince exported: to, Bretagne i iit. oh yiaytid vhdet ou Fa one 
A. It must be small, as we produce little thabd is, wanted, in, 

Britain: i suppose it cannot exceed.40,000/.).) | 4) ob) 
pan A ‘How then do you, pay the balance}... Nr 


A. The balance’i is paid by our produce carried to the West. 
Indies (and sold i in our own islands, or, to the, French, Spa- 
niards, Danes, and Dutch); by the same being, carried ,to,. 
other colonies in North America, (as New England, 
Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, Carolina, and Georgia;).,and., 
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printed, within the, said colonies and plantations, in, any other fac 
the English language.’ This measure appeared to be suggested by 
motives of convenience, and the policy of assimilating persons of 
foreign to those of British descent, and preventing their interference 
in the conduct of law business till this change’ shouldbe effected. It” 
seems, however, to have been deemed too precipitate, immediately 
to extend this clause to newly-conquered countries, An exemption, 
therefore, was granted, in this. Particular, with respect to Canada and 
Grenada, for the space of hve years, to be reckoned from the com> 
mencement of the duty. See the Stamp Act. 

* Strangers excluded; some parts of the northern colonies double 
their numbers in. fifteen or sixteen years; to the southward they’are” 
longer; but, taking one with another, they have doubled, by natural 
generation only, once in. twent -five years. Pennsylvania, it 1s, said, 
including strangers, has doubled i in about sixteen ASAt ts 
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‘hy the same, carried to different parts Of Europe, (as Spain, 
Portugal and Italy.) In all which places we receive either 
money, bills of exchange, or commodities that suit for remit- 
‘tance to Britain ; which, together with all the profits on the 
industry of our merchants and mariners, arising in those cir- 
cuitous. voyages, and the freights made by their ships, centre 
finally in Britain to discharge the balance, and pay for British 
manufactures continually used in on provitice,: or y Bold to 
foreigners by our traders. 3 

Q. Have you heard of pre ee eight laid on the 
Spanish. trade ? PPE 

A. Yes, I have heard that it has ‘been greatly obstructed 
by some new regulations, and by the English men of war and 

. cutters stationed all along the coast in America. 

~Q. Do you think it right that America should be are sath 
19 this country, and pay no part of the expense? 

A, That is not the case. The colonies raised, clothed, 
‘and’paid, during the last war, near twenty-five lage men, 
and spent many millions. 6 

. Q. Were you not reimbursed by parliantent ? 

A. We were only reimbursed what, in your opinion, we 
had advanced beyond our proportion, or beyond what might 
reasonably be expected from us; and it was a very small 
part of what we. spent. Pennsylvania, in’ particular, dis- 
bursed. about) 500,000/,; and the reimbursements, ‘in the 
whole, did not exceed 60,0001. . 

Q. You have said that you pay heavy taxes in Pennsyl- 
wania ; what do they amount to in the pound? 

A. The tax: on, all. estates, real and. personal, iseighteen 
pence in. the pound, fully rated; and the tax on the profits 
of trades and professions, with other taxes,’ do, sprig 
amake full elfen -crown in the pound. 
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Q. Do you know any thing of the rate of exchange in 
Pennsylvania, and whether it has fallen lately ? 

A. It is commonly from one hundred and seventy to one 
hundred and seventy-five. Ihave heard that it ‘has fallen 
lately from one hundred and seventy-five to one hundred: 
sixty-two and a half; owing, I suppose, to their. lessening 
their orders for goods; and, when their debts to this country 
are paid, I think the exchange will probably beat par. | 
~ Q. Do not you think the people of America would submit 
to pay the stamp duty if it was moderated? ny es 

A. No, never, unless compelled by force of arms. : 

Q. Are not the taxes in Pennsylvania laid on unequally, m 
order to burthen the E nglish trade ; fraltagislesty the tax on 
professions and business? 

_A. It is not more burthensome in. ribet than the tax 
on lands: it is intended, ag supposed, to take an oleae aoa 
portion of profits.. : 

-Q. How. is the Pais ati wate of what kinds of 
people are the members ; Jandholders or traders? 

A. It is composed. of dmc de sient ate d arti 
cers. ny . 
Q. Are not t the majority landholders ? ‘hy 

Q. Do not sith as asked as possible, shift the 3 tax off 

from the land, to ease that, and lay the burthen heavier on 
trade? ) 
A. I have never ance it so: I never heard such a 
thing suggested: and indeed an attempt of that kmd could 
answer no purpose. . The merchant or trader is always 
skilled in figures, and ready with his pen and ink. If un- 
equal burthens are laid on his trade, he puts an additional 
price on his goods ; and the consumers, who are chiefly land- 
holders, finally pay the greatest part, if not the whole. 
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-Q. What was the temper of America towards: Great Bri- 

tain before the year 1763." 
A. The best in the world. They submitted willingly to 
| the government of the crown, and paid, in all their courts, 
“obedience to acts of parliament. Numerous as the people 
tare in the several old provinces, they cost you nothing in 
forts, citadels, garrisons, or armies, to keep them in subjec- 


* In the year 1733, ¢ for the welfare and prosperity of the British 
sugar colonies in America,’ and * for remedying discouragements of 
planters,’ duties were ‘ given and granted’ to George the Second, 
‘upon all rum, spirits, molassés, syrips, sugar, and panels, of foreign © 
growth, produce, and manufacture, imported into our colonies. This 
regulation of trade, for the benefit of the general empire, was acqui- 
esced in, notwithstanding the introduction of the novel terms ‘ give 
and grant’ But the. act, which was made only for the term of five 

"years, and had been several times renewed in the reign of George the 
Second, and once in the reign of George the Third, was renewed 
again in the year 1763, in the reign of George the Third, and extend- 

” ed to other articles, upon new and altered grounds. It was stated in 
the preamble to this act, ‘ that it was expedient that new provisions 

and regulations should be established for improving the revenue of this 
kingdom ;’ * that it was just and necessary that a revenue should be 
raised in America for defending, protecting, and securing the same;’ 
‘ and that the Commons of Great Britain, . . . desirous of 

_making some pfovision . . . . . towards raising the said reve- 
nue in America, haye resolved to give and grant to his Majesty the 
several rates and duties, &c.—Mr. Mauduit, agent for Massachusetts 
Bay, said that he was instructed, in the following terms, to oppose 
Mr. Grenville’s taxing system :—‘ You are to remonstrate against 
these measures, and if possible to obtain a repeal of the Sugar Act 
and prevent the imposition of any further duties or taxes on the cos 
lonies. Measures will be taken that you may be Asin by all the 
other agents,— Boston, June 14, 1764. 

‘The question proposed to Dr. Franklin, alludes to this i Act 
in 1763. Dr. Franklin’s answer particularly merits the attention of 
the historian and the politician. 


tion. They were governed by this country. at)the expense 
only of a little pen, ink, and paper: they were led by a 

thread. They had not only a respect, but an affection for ~ 
Great Britain; for its laws, its customs, and manners; and 
even a fondness for its fashions, that greatly increased the 
commerce. Natives of Britain .were always treated’ with 
particular regard ; to be an Old-England-man was, of itself, 
a character of some respect, and ERY: a kind of rank among 

xeh And what is their temper, now? 

A. Oh, very much altered. | 

Q. Did you ever hear the suthosite of Kiar id to make 
laws for America, questioned till lately ? . 

A. The authority of parliament was allowed to be valid in 
all laws, except such as should lay internal taxes. It never 
was disputed i in layi Ing duties to regulate commerce. Cite 

Q. In what PR sae hath population increased in Ame- 
rica | 
A. 1 think thie dnhabitapte of all then provinces togailler, | 
taken at a medium, double in about twenty-five years. But 
_ their demand for British manufactures increases much faster ; 
as the consumption is not merely in proportion to their num- 
bers, but grows with the growing abilities of the same num- 
bers to pay for them. In 1723, the whole importation from 
Britain to Pennsylvania, was but about 15,000/. sterling ; it 
is now near half a million. | 

Q. In what light did the people of America use to con- 
sider the parliament of Great Britain? 

A. They considered the parliament as the great bulwark 
and security of their liberties and privileges, and always spoke 
of it with the utmost respect and veneration. | Arbitrary mi- 
nisters, they thought, might possibly, at times, attempt to 
oppress them; but they relied on it, that the patliament, on 
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"application, would always give’ redress. ' They remembered, 
with gratitude, a strong instance of this, when a bill was 
brought into parliament, with a clause, to make royal instruc- 
tion laws in the colonies, which the House of Commons 
would ‘not pass, and it was thrown out. - 

Q. And have they not still the same respect for ie 
ment? 

A. Nos it sa deeinildstcnth 

Q. To what causes is that owing? 

A. To a concurrence of causes; the restraints lately laid 
on their trade, by which the bringing of foreign gold and 
silver into the colonies was prevented ; the prohibition of 
making paper-money among themselves,' and then demand- 
ing a new and heavy tax by stamps; taking away, at the 
same time, trials by juries, and refusing to receive and hear 

their humble petitions. . 
. Q. Don't you think they saat sabtiik to the stamp-act, 
if it was modified, the obnoxious parts taken out, and the 
duty reduced to some particulars of small moment? 

A. No; they will never submit to it. 

Q. What do you think is the reason that the people in 
America increase faster than in England ? 

A. Because they marry younger, and more generally. 

Q. Why so? 

A, Because any young couple that are mdustrious,. may 
easily obtain land of their own, on which they can raise a fas. 


mily.” 


t Some of the colonies had beer reduced to the necessity of bar- 
tering, for the want of a medium of traflic. 

* See Dr. Franklin’s “ Thoughts on Peopling of Countries,” Writ- 
“NGS, Part 1. 
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-Q. Are not the lower rank: ‘of people more at their ease 
in America'than in England?) . Adu the A 

A. They may be so, if they are sober and  aligent’s as 
a are better paid for their labor. LATA AM 

Q. What is your opinion of a future tax,. imposed on the 
same-principle with that of the stamp-act ; how would the 
Americans receive it? : ae 

A. Just as they dothis. ‘They would not pay it. 

Q. Have not you heard of the resolutions of this House, 
and of the House of Lords, asserting the right of parliament 
relating to America, including a power to tax the ri 
there? ; nls 

A. Yes, I have heard of ch resolutions. 

».Q. What will be the opinion of the Americans on htiee 
resdlitions:2 | ' 

A. They will think them unconstitutional and unjust. 
 Q. Was it an opmion in America before 1763, that the 
parliament had no right to lay taxes and duties there? re 

A. I never heard. any objection to the nght of laying du- 
ties to regulate commerce; but a right to lay inéernal taxes 
Was never supposed to be in ee as we are not hare 
sented there. 

Q.. On what do you. pas your shaaanes that the only 
in America made any such distinction ? 

A. 1 know that whenever the subject has. sulle in 
conversation where [ have been present, it has appeared to 
de the opinion of every one, that we’ could not be taxed ina 
parliament where we were not represented. But the pay- 
ment of duties laid by act of parliament as repoleteme of 
commerce, was never disputed, Aah 

Q. But can you name any act of assembly, or waives act 
of any of your governments, that made such distinction > 

A. Ido not know that there was any; I think there was 
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mever an occasion to make any such act, till now that you 
have attempted to tax us: that has occasioned resolutions of 
assembly, declaring the distinction; in which I think “every 
assembly on the continent, and every member in every assem- 
bly, have been unanimous. | | 

— Q. What then could occasion conversations-on the subject 
before that time? 

_ A. There was in 1754 aproposition made (I think it came 
from hence) that in case of a war, which was then appre- | 
hended, the governors of the colonies should meet, and order 
the levying Bf troops, building of forts, and taking every other 
mecessary measure for the general defence; and should draw 
on the treasury here for the sums expended; which were 
afterwards to be raised in the colonies by a general tax, to be 
Jaid on them by act of parliament. ‘This occasioned a 

* good -deal of conversation on the subject; and the general 
opinion was, that the parliament neither would nor could lay | 
any tax on us, till we were duly represented m parliament; 
because it was not just, nor agreeable to the nature of an 
_ English constitution. 

Q. Do not you know there was.a time in New York, 
‘when it was under consideration to make an application to 
parliament to lay taxes on that colony, upon a deficiency 
arising from the assembly’s refusing or neglecting to raise the 
necessary supplies for the support of the civil government? 

A. I never heard of it. 

Q. There was such an application under consideration in 

New York ;—and do you apprehend they could suppose the 
right of parliament to lay a tax in America was only local, 
and confined to the case of a deficiency in a particular colony, 
by arefusal of its assembly to raise the necessary supplies? 

A. They could not suppose such a case, as that the assem~ 
bly would not raise the necessary supplies to support its 
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own government. An assembly that would refuse it must 
“want common sense; which cannot be supposed.—I think 
‘there was never any such case at New York, and that it 
must be a misrepresentation, or the fact must be misun- 
derstood. I know there have been some attempts, by 
ministerial instructions to oblige the assemblies to settle per- 
manent salaries on governors, which they’ wisely refused to 
do; but 1 believe no assembly of New York, or any other 
‘colony, ever refused duly to support government by proper 
‘allowances, from time to time, to public officers. 

Q. But in case a governor, acting by instruction, should 
‘call on an assembly to raise the necessary supplies, and the 
‘assembly should refuse to do it, do you not thmk it would — 
then be for the good of the people of that colony, as well as 
necessary to government, that the einer should tax 
them? | HA sithaus Ss id 

A. I do not think it ‘sulla be necessary. If an shelbehiny 
‘could possibly be so absurd as to refuse raising the supplies 
! requisite for the maintenance of government among them, 
they could not long remain in such a situation; the disorders 
and confusion occasioned by it ‘must soon bring them to 
reason. 

Q. If it should. not, she not the eight to be in sik 7 
Britain of applying a remedy? | 

A. A right, only to be used in such a case, I should have 
no objection to; supposing it to be “ee merely for the. good 
of the people of the colony.» ! 

~ Q. But who is to judge of that, Britain or the colony? pv 

A. Those that feel can best judge. Ks 

-Q.°You say the colonies have always submitted to external . 
taxes, and object to the right of parliament only in laying 
internal taxes; now! can you ‘show that there is any kind of 


~- 
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difference between the two taxes to the ithe on were Bthey 
may, be laid? , | 

A. I think the difference is very great. An ves tad | 
is a duty laid on commodities imported ; that duty is added” 
to the first cost and other charges on the commodity, and ~ 
when it is offered to sale, makes a part of the price. If the” 
people do not like it at that. price, they refuse it; they are 
not obliged to pay it. But an internal tax is forced from 
the people without their consent, if not laid by their own 
representatives. The stamp-act says, we shall have no com- 
merce, make no exchange of property with each other, 
neither purchase nor grant, nor recover debts ; we shall 
neither marry nor make our wills, unless we pay such and 
such sums; and thus it is intended to extort our money from’ 
us, or ruin us by the consequences of refusing to pay it. 

Q. But supposing the internal tax to be laid on the neces- ’ 
saries of life imported into your colony, will not that be the 
same thing i in its effects as an internal tax? | | 

A. I do not kfow a single article imported into the north- 
ern: colonies, but what they can either do without, or make 
themselves. | 

. Do not you think cloth fom England svadolales ne- 
cessary to them? 

A. No, by no means ahstshheli necessary ; with industry — 
and good management, they may very well ed themselves 
with all they want. . 

Q. Will it not take a long time to establish that manufac- ° 
ture among them; and must they not in the mean’ pwhne 
suffer greatly ? | t mS, 

A, J think not. They have made a ‘surprising ples a3 
already : and I am of opinion that before their old clothes 
are worn out, they will have new ones of their own making. 

Q. Can they possibly find wool enough in North America ? 
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A. They have taken steps to increase the wool. They 
entered into general combinations to eat no lamb ; and very’ 
few: lambs were killed last year.” This course persisted’ in, 
will soon make ‘a prodigious difference in the quantity of 
wool. And» the establishing of great manufactories, like’ 
‘those in the clotling towns here, is not necessary, as it is’ 
where the business is:to be carried on for the purposes of 
trade. ‘The people’ will all spin, and w vorlk for earn in’ 
their own houses. : | 

Q. Can there be. wool and manufactiire enough j in one or 
two years? ’ 

A. In ‘three years; I think, tliere may. : 

Q. Does not the severity of the winter, in the northern’ 
colonies, occasion-the wool to be of bad quality? | 

A. No; thie wool is very fine and good. 

*'@. In the more southern colonies, as in Virginia, do’ not’ 
you: Know the wool is coarse, and only a kind of’ hair?’ 

A. 1 do not know’it. I never heard it. “Yet'I have’ been’ 
sometimes’ in Virginia. I cannot say I ever took particular 
notice of the wool'there; but I believe it is good, though T 
cannot speak positively of it; but Virginia, and the colonies’ 
south of it; have’ less occasion for wool ; their winters are 
short, and not very severe ; and they can’ very well clothe” 
‘themselves with linen and cotton of their iu nr for boy 
rest of the year. Basi ated ph 

~Q. Are not the people in the more northern colonies 
obliged’ té fodder their sheep all the winter? ons 7 

- A!'Th some of the most’ northern colonies pp aidy ve. 
bagel to do it, some part of the winter. 

‘ae Considering the resolutions of parliament, wi ug to the 
right ; ‘do you think, if’ the stamp-act is big? ail that the 
North Americans will be satisfied? 

* Afterwards expressed in the declaratory act. 
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1A Lbelieve.they. will. : 

Q. Why do you think so? 

ow. I think. the resolutions. of right. will, give Huai pel 
little concern, 1§ they are never attempted to, be carried into: 
practice,. The colonies will probably consider themselves.in 
the:same situation, in that. respect, with Ireland; they know 
‘you claim the same right. with regard to. Ireland, but,you 
never exercise it, And they may believe you. never will 
exercise it in the colonies, any more than in Ireland, unless 
on some very extraordinary occasion. 

Q. But who are to. be. the judges of that extraordinary 
occasion,’ — 

A, Though the Vida ant may jude of the « aniicionns 
the -people: will think it. can never exercise such right, till 
representatives from the colonies are admitted into parlia- 
ment ; and that whenever the occasion arises, representatives 
will be ordered, 

. Q. Did you; never hear that. Maryland;. ial ae last 
war, had refused to furnish, a quota towards the common) 
defence? , 

A. Maryland has fy A much misrepresented i in. that mats 
ter. Maryland, to my knowledge, never refused to) con- 
“tribute,. or grant aids to the crown, _ The assemblies; every 
year, during the war, voted: considerable sums, and formed 
bills to raise them. The bills were, according to the con- 

_ stitution, of that: province, sent up to the council, or upper 
house, for concurrence, that they might be.presented to the, 
_ governor, in order to be enacted into laws. Unhappy. dis- 
putes between the two houses, arising from the defects of 
that constitution principally, ‘rendered all the bills but one or 
two abortive. The proprietary’ 3 ‘council rejected them, It 
is true, Maiyland did not contribute its proportion 5. but it 
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was, in my opinion, the fault of the government, not of ‘the 
: . Os eet tern 
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LW that the peopie. were not to blame, no such appli 
Ofte mre 
tion was ever ‘made, nor any es ee it. ahs 
HOSRa-Olgs 1 
-Q,, Was it not proposed. lat a. public meeting ? Te 
: Wom 395 A! OF “ ‘ , 
A. Not that'L know of: ( es 
Seong gd 43 
Q. Do you remember the abolishing of the paper cur’ 


rency.in, New, England. by act of assembly? 
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QR. Was. not, ‘Lieutenant- Governor’ bap eomcy prinehpally 2 
‘concerned in that transaction? oe se | 
¢ A. Uhave, heard gt Sak yOu nee ree 
Q. Was it ap at that time a very unpopular jaw? ae 
Sad. I believe | it might, though I can pay Tittle ‘about it? ‘as 
pe at a distance, from. that | province. C FeOnMeIO? BP sg 
Q. Was not the scarcity of gold and silver an aigiimént 
used against abolishing the paper? © 1999 Si uD a? ‘3 Kd ge 
A. I suppose it was? 4, IRE Waid fog 
<Q. What is. the: present opinion ‘there of fi Ta tap 
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it as unpopular, as it was at rst? ABT eer = 
A: I think it 1S. not. pla ¥ : : YH AE Ke ae | ta i AL. 9. 
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 Q. Have not instructious from hence been soinetimes sent | 
over to governors hishgonpresirs and unpolitical gb Qo od 
tof ah ae 4 
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var €s rb ihiiaie.g 2 aie fk Gideon of the board of trade, of | 
Feb. 9,764 intitled, “Remarks and J Facts relative to.Amenican Paper 
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Q. Have not some niet dispensed swith: dhemi has 
that resol it tes nut hd “VR attos “bebooaayi~ 
A. Yes; I have heard'so. 40014 (ote:/s eval algo ad] 
_Q: Did the Americans ever babe the coniolling power 
of parliament to regulate their commerce?) 20) 0 
_A. No. ‘ eck at Hod) 14 cl O. , 
Q. Can any thing less than a military force ‘wont "the 
stamp act into’execution? > eta oms7%6 


A.'I do not see howe a pone th force can ibe ghey sev to 


i, 
j 


that’ purpose. ” seo | 

a: Why may it not f 651703 ‘yt9"9 Bani 6) Yestatn 

A. “Suppose a military force sent into ee they. will 
find nobody in arms ; what are they ‘then to do? They can 
not force a man to take stamps: who chooses todo without 
them. They will not’ find a rire ne sees 
make one. ago’ yen 

Q. If the act is not pda wai de a ne wil be 
the consequences f 9 

A. A total loss of the’ respect and 1 affection ses ht of 
America bear to this. country ; and of all the commerce ‘that 
depends on that respect and’ affection. |)” ‘SIEM s 

Q. How can the commerce be affected ?' oth 
As You will ‘find, that if the act is not repealed, they will 
take very little of your } manufactures i in a short'time. ’ 

Q. Is it in their power to ‘do without'them ?» 

, AL I think they may very well do: without them. 

Q. Is it their interest not to take them ? 

A. The goods they take from Britain are either necessa- 
ries, mere conveniences, or superfluities. ‘The first, as cloth, 
&c. witha little industry they can-make-at home; thesecond 
they oan do without, till they are able to provide them among 
themselves’; and: the*last;: which are:much the greatest part, 
they will strike off immediately. ‘They are mere articles of 
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fashion, ‘purchased and consumed, because the fashion in a 
respected country, but. will now be detested and. rejected. 
The people have already struck off, by general agreement, 
the use of all goods fashionable in mournings; avd many 
thousand pounds worth are sent back as tae lenble. 

Q. Is it their interest to make cloth at home? 

A. I think they may at present get it cheaper dig dice. 
1 mean of the same fineness and neatness, of, workmanship; 
bat when one considers other circumstances, the restraints 
ov ‘their trade, and the difficulty of soc in es it 
is their interest to make every thing. | heen | 

- Q. Suppose an’ act of internal: regulation connected sits 
a. eats how would, they. yecerte at¢ jada = ecive it boiled had: 

A. A think it would be objected tah, dh the BepapMyioe 

Qe ‘Then no regulation with.a tax would be abanhttes to? 

A; ‘Their opinion is, that when aids to the crown ‘are 
wanted, they are to be asked ‘of the several assemblies, ac- 
cording to the old established usage, who will, as. they 
always have dohe, gtant them freely, And that their money 
ought not to be'given away, without their consent, by per- 
sons at a distance, unacquainted. with their circumstances and 
abilities. ‘The grafting aids to the crown is the only means 
they have of recommending themselves to their sovereign ; 
and they think it extremely hard and unjust, that 'a body of 
men, in which they have no representatives, should make a 
merit to itself of giving and granting what is not its own, 
bat theirs ; and deprive them .of a right they esteem of the 
utmost valué and ienpomabaey) as it is iia ud bi all baa 


other rights.» 
Q. But is not’ the plas, which tte have long 
paves a tax as well as a regulation ? ita oh: 


A, No; the money paid forthe postage of: a : Ketabeitioe 
6 the ‘nature of a tax; it is merely a quantum meruit for 
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a servicedone ; nojperson.is compellable to pay. t the moneys 

if ;he does mot choose to receive the service... nN, man. may 

still,.as before the act, send his letter by a servant, a special 
messenger, or a,friend, if he thinks it cheaper and safer... 

— Q. But do they. not consider the regulations of the post-. 

office, by the act of last year, as a tax ? “ 

A. By the regulations of last year the rate of postage w was 
generally, abated, near, thirty per cent, through all America ; 
they, certainly. cannot, consider such.abatement as a taz. . 

Q.. If,an excise, was laid by, parliament, which they might 
likewise avoid paying, by not consuming. the articles excised, 
would they then not object jtodt?. 4. gg oy ’ 

A. They would certainly object to it, as an. excise is un- 
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connected with any service done, and is ate an aid ; which 
‘they think ought to be asked of them, and granted, by, them, 
if, theyare to, pay it; and, canbe granted for them by no 
others, whatsoever, whom fherebate not empowered for, that 
purpose. ( 

 Q.:You say. they. do habe oileot jar the att We parliament, 
in. laying duties on goods to be paid on their importation 5 
now, 1s, there any kind of, difference between,a duty on the 
importation of _goods, and an excise on their consumption ? 

A. Yes; a very, materialone : an excise, for the reasons 
I have just mentioned, they think you can have no right to 
lay within their country... But the sea is"yours : you main- 
tain, .by. your. fleets,, the safety of. nayigation on it, and keep 
it. clear .of pirates; you. may. have therefore a natural and 
equitable right | to some foll or duty, on _merchandises carried 
_ through that part of your dominions, towards defraying the 
expense, YOU. are, at, In AbD fo maintain the safety . of that 
carriage. ie, ub 

| Qy Does. this reasoning hold i in n the case 5 a 1 duty, aid, on 
the. produce, of their Jands exported ; . and would they not 
then object to such a duty ? . 
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ud. TE if. tended to make the produce so. much dearer 
‘hifodd as to lessen the demand for it, to be sure they would 
‘object to such a duty; not to your right of laying it; but. 
they would complain ‘7 it as a burthen, and ‘petition you to 
lighten it. — nai ; es 

Q. Is not the duty paid on the tobacco exported a duty 
of that kind? 

A. That, I think, 1s eon Tye on ida carried ¢ coast-wise 
from one colony to another, and appropriated as a fund for 
supporting the college at Williamsburgh in Virginia. 

Q. Have not the assemblies in the West Indies the same 
natural rights with those i in N orth America? BA yal, fue a 
i Undoubtedly. , 0 ae 2 

Q. And is there not a tax ahd there on | their sugars €x- 
ported ? . a ee borer Ey Meh Oe GR ta Bi: i : 

‘A. 1am not ach acquainted with ie West Indies ; but 
the duty of four and a half per cent. on sugars exported was, 
1 qs granted by ther own assemblies. ee 

Q. How, much is the poll-tax in. your proving laid on 
unmarried men? ug 

A, It is, L think, fifteen billings to be pat we every 
single freeman, upwards of twenty-one. years old" 

Q. What is: the. annual amount of all the taxes in Penn- 
sylvania? fine eo nts PA As 
_ A. I suppose about 20,0001. atone: 2 ae He! 

Q. Supposing the stamp-act continued, and. enforced, | do 


< 


you imagine that ill-humor will induce the Americans to 
give as much for worse manufactures of their ow ie and use 
them, preferably to better of ours?) |. 

ete Yes, I think so. People. will pay as toatl to sau 
one passion.as another : their resentment, as their pride. 

_Q. Would the, people at Boston. discontinue their trade ? . 

, A, The merchants, are. a. very, small. isimabe compared 


Mis dev Ahagery ani tow 
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with the body of the ‘people, and must ‘discontinue “heir 


trade if nobody will buy their goods. 
“Q. What are the body of the people in the doit PT 
‘A. They are farmers, husbandmen, or planters. 

Q. Would they suffer the produce of their lands to oi 

A. No; but they would not raise! so much, “Phey would 
manufacture more, and plough less. | 

bile! Would they live without: the administration of hittice 
in civil matters, and ‘suffer all the i inconveniences of ‘such a 
situation for any considerable time, rather ‘than take’ the 
stamps ; ; supposing the stamps were protected bya sufficient 
force, where every one might have them ? 

‘A. I think the sip pestatn impracticable, that the’ stamps 
aia’ ‘be so. “protected: as that every one might have them: 
The act requires sub-distributors to be appointed i in every 
county town, ‘district, and village ; and they would be neces- 
sary. * But the principal Hiaeibikats! who were to have had 
a A preci profit ‘on the whole, have not thought it worth 
aR Lg to continue in the office; and I think it ‘impossible to 
find sub-distributors fit .to bee trusted, who, for the trifling 
profit that must come to their share, would incur the odium, 

and run the hazard that would attend it; and if they could 
be found, ‘T think it impracticable to protect the stamps in so 
eta distant and remote places. 

a. But in places where they could be protected, would 
not the people use them rather than remain in such a situa- 
tion, unable to obtain my right, or recover, ee law, any 


debt? 
A. It is honda to say swdhat they would do. | I can only jaaxe 


what other people will think, and how they will act, by what 
I feel*within myself.’ I have a great many debts due to me 
in America, and I had rather they should remain unrecover- 
able by any law, than stibmitto the stamp-act. ‘They will be 
debts of honor. It is my opinion the pegple will either ¢on- 
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tintie in’ that situation, or find. some way ‘to extricate: them- 
selves, perhaps by —— nares to proceed in the courts 
without stamps. © Flee At ce igh i 
Q. What do you think a sufficient: bsbiisuie: foncitt to pro- 
tect the distribution of the stamps in every part of America? 
A. Avery great force. ‘I cannot say esi if the disposi- 
tion of ‘America is for a general.resistamce. 
2; ‘What is the’number of ‘men in America able to bear 
arms, or of disciplined militia? > nt hee 
A. There are, I suppose, atleast t 


"[Queton vetoes tows i He -aithdrea, Calted i in » again J 


Q. Is the aslasian stamp-act an equal tax on ieee country ? 

A. I think not. » tb wad nde bier 

| Q. Why so? heaetan sol hho de Pans ae 

A, Thegreater part of die money. must arise, from Jaw- 
suits for the recovery of debts 5 .and be paid by the lower.sort 
of people, who were too poor easily to.pay their debts, It 
is therefore a heavy tax on the pO and a tax upon Hamm for 
being poor. . 2) PRTEBE WO. oes ge : 

-Q. But will not this increase of expense be a means of 
lessening the number of law-suits ? ok ais 

‘As'T think not; for as the. costs all, fall satiees poe aula 
and are to be aia by him, they would be no Heo rectal 
to the creditor to bring his action, ©) ws 

Q. Would it‘not have the effect of excessive e usury? Ae a 

” A. Yes, as an oppression of the debtor. 3 

~ Q: How ‘many ships are’ there: ron joie in. North 
Antiérica with flax-seed for Ireland ? Lod pie We 
A, Leannot speak’ to the number of F ships but I nia that 
_ “in 1752,'ten thousand hogsheads of flax-seed, each containing 
seven bushels, were exported from) Philadelphia to Ireland. 
bee suppose the quantity is' greatly increased since that time ; 


2 
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and it is wnderstood that the’ exportation from New York is 
equal to that from Philadelphia. _ 

Q. What becomes of the flax that grows with that Bas decd ? 

4: ‘They manufacture some into coarse, and some into a 
middling kind of linen. : 

~-Q. Are there any slitting-mills in America? © 

A. I think there are three, but I believe only one at present 
employed. I suppose they will all be set to work, if the in- 
verruption of the trade continues. 

Q. Are there any fulling-mills there ? 

A. A great many. 

- Q. Did you never hear that a great quantity of stockings 
were contracted for, for the army, during the war, i manu- 
factured in Philadelphia ? agit 

- A. J have heard so. 

~Q. If the stamp-act should be sétiedled; wank not the 
Americans think they could oblige the parliament to akg 
ere ‘external tax-law now in force? | 

A. Tt is hard to answer questions of what RPP S at such a 
distance will think. 

Q. But what do you nie they will think were ibis anal 
tives of repealing the act ? 

A. I suppose they will think that it was repealed from a 
conviction ofits inexpediency; and they will rely upon it, 
that while the same inexpediency subsists, you will never at- 
— to make such another. | | 

~Q. What do you mean by its imexpediency: ? 

A. T mean its inexpediency on several accounts: the poé 
verty and inability of those who weré to pay the tax; the 
- general wim it has occasioned; and the bepasticnbeiy 


i} 
fi: 


of enforcing it. 
' Q. Tf the act should tie yepidtes ania Ppialetuee should 


‘shew its resentment i the open of the. sisted would 


~ 
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the colonies ,Bequiesce i in the, authorit ity of the desislaEss. 
What is your opinion they ‘would do? pues chanel eh Lieomebe 
A. I don’t doubt at all, that if the. legislature, reed, the 
stamp act, the colonies will acquiesce | in the authority.» I 

Q. But if the legislature should think: fit to Appin Hh 
right to Tay taxes, by any act laying a small tax, contrary to 


their opinion, would they submit to By, the tax? 


‘A. The proceedings. of the people, in sey mane 
considered too much peo “toon The proceedings of the as- 
setnblies have been very, different from those of the mobs;. 
and should be distinguished, as having, no connexion, with, 
each other. The assemblies have only, peaceably resolved 
what they take to be. their rights : : they | have taken.n no mea-_ 
sures for opposition by force, they, have, not, built, a. fort, 
raised a man, or provided a a grain « of ammunition, in order to. 
such opposition. The sing gleaders of riots they | think ought to 
be ‘punished ; they. would. ‘punish. ‘them, themselves, if , they. 
could. Every sober sensible man would Wish, to, see, rioters. 
punished, as. otherwise peaceable people, have.no,security of 
person or estate, But as to an internal ‘tax, how small, soever, 

laid by the, legislature here on. the people. there, while they. 
it no representatives: in this legislature, I think if it wall never 


be. submitted to: _ they will oppose, it to the last pat tp do. 


not consider, it as vat all necessary, for you to raise. money on 
them by, your. taxes ; ? because, they. are, and aly per wae ct 
ready t ) raise money by taxes among thermal ata and to.grant | 
large sums equal, to. their abilities ; ; _ upon. requisition, from,. 
the crown. They have. not. only granted equal... to. their 
abilities, but during all the last war, they granted far beyond, 
their abilities, and beyond their proportion \ with, this. co ountTY, 
(you yourselves being “judges,), to the amount of. many bun- 


dred thousand pounds: and this, they did, freely and. readily, 
only on a sort of promise, from the secretary of state, that it 
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should be recommiended to parliament to make them ca 
sation. It was accordingly recommended to’ parliament, i 

the most honorable manner for them.—America has iy 
greatly misrepresented and abused here, in papers, and pam- 
phlets, and speeches, as ungrateful, ‘and unreasonable, and 
unjust, in having put this nation to immense expense for their 
defence, and refusing to bear any part of that expense. .The 
colonies raised, paid, and clothed, near twenty-five thousand 
men during the last war ; a number equal to those sent ‘from 
Britain, and far beyond ‘Gieit proportion; they went deeply 
into debt in doing this, and all their taxes and estates are mort- . 
gaged, for many years to come, for discharging that debt. 
Government here was at that time very sensible of this. T he 
colonies were recommended to parliament. Every year the 
king sent down to the house a written message to this purpose; | 
‘ That his Majesty, being highly sensible of the zeal and vigor | 
with which his faithful subjects 1 in North America had exerted | 
_ themselves, in defence of his Majesty’s just rights and posses- 
sions; recommended it to the house to take the same into 
consideration, and enable him to give them a proper compen- 
sation. You will find those messages on your own journals 
every year of the war to the very last; and you did accordingly 
give £200,000 annually to the crown, to. be distributed in 
such compensation to the colonies. ‘This is the strongest of 
all proofs that the colonies, far from being unwilling to bear 
a share of the burthen, did exceed their proportion; for if 
they had done less, or had only equalled their proportion, 
_ there would have been no room or reason for compensation, _ 
Indeed the sums reimbursed them were by no means adequate : 
to the expense they incurred beyond their proportion : but 
they never murmured at that ; they esteem their sovereigt n’s . 
approbation | ‘of their zeal and fidelity, ‘and the : approbation of _ 
this house far beyond any ‘other kind of compensation: there- 


w: 
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fore” there was no occasion: for this: act, to Sst money from.a 


willing people: they had not) refused giving» money for the 
purposes of the act: norequisition had/been made: they were 


always willing: and ready. to do: what could reasonably be 
expected from them; and in this light a oan to be con- 


_gidéredy © 9 © Ley ty Hea adoro: by 
6 Q: But suppose Great Britain should be nile ina war 


in ete would - orth ee to the se 
of tt? ‘soda rant} ithe aia 
moe. a | ee think bisa sina as’ far as: ety cevtanadidtives 
a permit. They consider themselves as a part of the 
British empire, and as having one common interest with it: 
they may be looked on ‘here :as) foreigners, ‘but they do not 
consider themselves as'such, © They are zealous for the honor 
and ‘prosperity of this nation;and, while they are well used, 
will always be ready to supportit, as fat as their little power 


- goes. In 1739-they were called-upon to assist in the expedi- 


tion against Carthagena, and they sent three thousand men to 
join your army.*. | It is true Carthagena is in ‘America, but 
as remote from the northern colonies, as if it had been in Eu- 
rope. ‘hey make no distinction of wars, as to their duty of 
assisting in them. ‘Lknow the /ast war is commonly spoken 


‘of here as entered into for the defence, or for the sake of the 
people in America. I think it is quite misunderstood. It 
began about the limits between Canada and Nova ‘Scotia ;. 


about territories ‘to’ which the crown indeed laid claim, but 
which were not claimed by any British colony: none of ‘the 
lands had been granted to any colonist ; we ~had therefore no 
‘particular concern or ititerest in that dispute. ‘As to the Ohio, 
the contest ‘thete | inion hogy your iy of atireer in aa 


Admiral Vernon and ‘General, Wentworth commanded this eape- 
dition; with what success is well known. 


NO. Iv, APPENDIX. 379 


Indian couatry;a right you had: by the tredtyyof Utrecht, 
which the French infringed : they seized the traders and their 
goods, which were your manufactures; they took a fort which 
a company of your merchants, and_ their factors and corre- 
spondents had erected there, to secure that trade. Braddock 
‘was sent with an army to retake that fort (which was looked 
on here as another encroachment on the king’s territory)) and 
to protect your trade. It was not till after his defeat that the 
colonies were attacked.* They were before in perfect peace 
with both French and Indians; the troops were not therefore 
sent for their defence. The trade with the Indians, though 
carried on in America, 1s not am American interest. The 
people of America are chiefly farmers and planters; scarce 
any thing that they raise or produces an article of commerce 
with the Indians. The Indian trade is a British interest ; it 
is carried on with British manufactures, for the profit of Bri- 
tish merchants‘and manufacturers ; therefore the war, as it 
‘commenced for the defence of territories of the crown. (the 
‘property of no American) and for the defence of a trade purely 
British, was really a British war—and yet the people: of 
America made no scruple of contributing their utmost towards 
carrying it on, and bringing it to a happy conclusion... 
Q. Do you think then that the taking possession of the 
king 's territorial rights, and strengthening. the tsar is not 
an American interest?” 
‘1 A. Not particularly 5 but eat ghee a British» ids Ameri 
can: interest. Re th ae fielvtow 260 Wate 


P Pr TTSs0 Aan son 
spiel ‘When this army. was)in t lian bie ditions a the want of, wag: 
gons, &c. Dr. Franklin and his son voluntarily traversed the country, in 
order to collect a sufficient quantity ; and they had zeal and address 
enough to-effect their purpose, upon pledging themselves to the amount 
of many thousand pounds, for payment; of which there still remains 4 
balarice due’ to Dr. F'—See an account of this transaction in‘Mrmoirs 


of Lire, Part II. p. 208. 
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» Q) You will not deny that the preceding war, the war with 
Spain, was entered into for the sake of America; was it not 
occasioned by captures made in the American seas? 

vA. Yes; captures of ships se in: on ee British ing 
there with British manufactures. ae oet 

~Q) Was not the late war with the Indians; since the peace 
with Frence, a war for America only? 

A, Yes; it was more particularly for America. thai the 
former; but it was rather a consequence or remains of the 
former war, the Indians not having been thoroughly pacified ; 
and the Americans’ bore by much the greatest share of the 
wt uv Its was) os an end to. rs the’ areewie — General 


Pactibh? ef s45 


4f) 


army; dnt above one thousand Pennsylvanians. PATHS 
—-Q? Is it not necessary to send mops to sme dt 
ry Americans against the Indians? 7 0 
A. No, ‘by no means :.it never was soci? They de- 
sihabeaedaied when they were but an’ handful, and the 
Indiais much more numerous! They continually’ gained 
grotind, and ‘have driven the Endians over’ thé “mountains, 
without any troops sent to their assistance from’ this country: 
And can it be thought necessary now to send'troops for their 
defence from those diminished Indian tribes, when the colo- 
_nies‘are’ become so populous and so strong? There’is not thé 
least occasion for it; they are very able to defend themselves. 
“Q: Do you say there were no more than “— snags 
regular troops employed in the late Indian war?) 
A. Not onthe Ohio, or the frontiers of. Petinoyfiat 
which was the chief part of the war that affected the colonies. 
There were “garrisons at Niagar a, Fort Detroit, and those 
remote’ posts kept: for the ‘sake of your trade: E- did’ not 
reckon them; but I believe that on the whole the number of 


Americans, or pipeinentt troops i pte ‘in shesien inka was 


t 
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greater than that of. the © BEeUM Aam not certain but. I 

think $0. Reis THN aries 98 wis teak! 
a, Do you: think the assemblies hhaie a right to levy, money 

‘on the subject. there, to, gr ant to the crown? 
A. cer tainly think so ; ‘ ‘they | have always done it., Bis oe 
Q. Are they acquainted with the declaration of ‘rights 2 

and do they know that, by that statute, money is not to.be 

yaised on the subject but by consent of parliament? 
A. They « are very well acquainted with it. 


Aoigkvern 


ak How then can they. think they. have a. right to levy 
money for the crown, or for any other than local purposes ?., 

A, _ They understand that clause to relate to subjects only 
within the realm ; _ that no. money can. be levied. on them for 
the crown, but, by | consent of “parliament. The colonies, are 
not supposed t to be within thea realm ; they | have assemblies of 
their own, phish are their ret geo and they ¢ are, in that 
respect, in the. same situation with Ireland. _When money is 
to be raised for the crown upon the subject in Ireland, or in 
the colonies, | the consent is given in the parliament of Ireland, 
or in the. assemblies of the colonies.. ‘They think the parlia- 
ment al Great Britain cannot properly give that consent, till 
“it, has representatives | from, America 5 for the petition of right 
expressly says, it is to be by. common, consent of parliament ; 
and the people of America. have no Tepresentatives in. parlia- 
ment, to make a part of that common consent. __ 

Q. If the stamp-act should be repealed, and an act. should 
pass, ordering the assemblies of the colonies to indemnify the 
sufferers by the riots, would they obey, it? TE 

A, That is a, question, I cannot answer. ui eqh dyitte 

@. Suppose the king, should require the colonies to grant 
a revenue, and the parliament should be against their doing i it; 
do they think they can grant a revenue to the king. without 
the consent, of the gauiament of Great Brita? oy 

A. “That 3 is a deep question. —As to my ;own | opinion, I 
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sould think myself at liberty to do it, and should do it, » if I 3 
liked the occasion. 

Q. When money has been raised in the Hei cite upon re-— 
quisitions, has it not been granted to the king? 

Ya Yes, always; but the requisitions have generally been 
for : some service expressed, a as to raise, clothe, ‘andy pay troops; 


and not for money only. 
2 ix} rare oa 
Q. If the act should pass, requiring Es ‘American assem- 


blies to make compensation to the sufferers, and they : should : 
disobey i it, and then the parliament | should, ‘by another’ “act, 


rw ey vis tty tae Tai? Phy ad 
a an internal t tax, ‘would they then obey it? 3 slab 
ROBE El 


#35 Ma bt) pa) Lz S Nii ve BY LPF § 
“A. The people “will pay no internal tax, and I think an 
‘ Liphiode ferly ighidat? 
act to oblige the assemblies to make compensatio is unas 


cessary ; for L am of opinion, that as 5 soon as the present heats 
& Ha. ry 0 | ee 

are abated, they will take the, matter into ‘consideration, and 

wih at yt 

Fi it is ‘right to be done, they ‘will do it of themse Ives. 


iL aio ge: ayy. 
e. Do- not letters, often come ‘into the post-off ce in /ime- 
fi (Oa RE) ARE, Oh oe) oni yb toa YEW i 4 
rica, citys ei to some inland town where: no post goes 
ms SH Bio wai iie PYoy €& SE MRD Eg Bie. BOR IG S"S 
4. pers e2 


¥ 


Q! Can : any private person take up ‘those fetter, and’ Garry 


SPA i> aay hs SEE 2H | DEH, aid) oO Seg: 
them as directed 2 ‘we 


“A. Yes: any friend of the person may do it, » paying ‘the 


Pea Fy 


postage that has accrued. 
Q. But must not he pay an adaitionat postage for the dis- 


4 
sh Mae ia qs yt Mh 


tance to’ such inland fown? . xi 
Tig No. * pati wear F aah diy 
aa" Can’ the post-master : answer delivering the letter, with- 
out being paid such additional postage? gd 
A. Certainly. he can demand nothing, Wipe he Asis ‘no 
service. ape hit ie ” saints 4 Mage 6 ¥)s 4 PBete: 
sit ‘Suppose & a ‘person, ‘being far from home, finds a letter 
ina posto “office, | ditecte ted 1 to him, and he ‘ives in a place to 


which the post generates goes, and the Ictter 18 directed to 
that place, will the post-master deliver him the letter, with~ 


ioe 
: ie} 
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out his paying the postage reckivable at the aims to which | 
the letter is directed ?. adh 7 me 

‘ahs Yes; ; the office cannot fain aan a a letter that 
it does not carry, or. further than it does carry it. 

Q., Are not ferrymen in America obliged, by act of pains 
ment, to carry over the Ports without pay ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Is not this.a tax on the ferrymen? ) 

A, They do not consider it as such, as they have an ad- 
vantage from persons travelling with the post, 

Q. If the stamp-act should be repealed, and the rohit 
should make a requisition to the colonies for a sum of, anoney, 
would they grant it? 

Az I believe they would. 

1Q. Why do you think so? . , 

ve can speak for the colony I live in: ‘Thad i it in n instruce 
tion from the, assembly. to assure the. ministry, | that as they 
always had done, so they should always think it their duty, to 
grant such aids to the crown as were suitable to their circum- 
stances and abilities, whenever called upon for that purpose, 
in the usual constitutional manner; and I.had the honor of 
communicating this instruction to that honor able gentleman 


ry Le ‘4 


r 


then minister. * 


2 


t The following is supposed to be the history of this transaction: —~ 
Until 1763, and the years following, whenever Great Britain wanted 
supplies directly from the colonies, the secretary of state, in his ma- 
jesty’s name, sent them a letter of requisition, in which the occasion 
for the supplies was expressed; and the colonies returned a free} gift, 
the mode of levying which they wholly prescribed. At'this period, a 
chancellor of the exchequer (Mr. George Grenville) steps forth and 
says to the house of commons—We must call for money from the colonies 
in theway of a tax ;—and to the colony agents, write to.your several 
colorites; andteil them, if they. dislike a.duty upon stamps, and: prefer any 
other method of raising the money themscloes, z shall be scguaaay binge 


é 
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Q. Would they do this fot a ‘British concern ; as suppose 
a war in.some part of Europe that did not affect thie ae oe 
Ly “Yes; for any thing’ that concerned the general interest. 
They consider themselves as part of the whole. 
»-Q.. What is the ‘usual constitutional manner of calling on 


the colonies for aida 4HEQioy AGU sadn RY He 9), be 
A. A letter from the secretary of state. oh ees a 
_Q. Is this all you mean’;:a letter from ‘the secretary of 

state ? Pp witli YO A, kar hid LS EMER f OSL AHA FOIE pitta 


A. T mean the th way of oanisitiowrs ‘in-a circular 
letfer’from the secretary of state, by his majesty’s command; 
réciting the occasion, and. recommending it to the colonies to 
grant such aids as became their ora and: were suitable £0 


their abilities. pee ha Cede: SY de eet in 
Q. Did the wa adeate of siataw oriole for. money for ihe 
crown?» CUb eee dette! SAP ee APSA? PURE igi hy Pe 


A. The requisitions have beer to raise, ‘clothe, wi “pay 
men, which cannot be done without-money.si > 64 (7% 

» "Qs Would they grant money alone, if, called OUT a bg AR. 

A. In my opinion they would, money as well. as, men, 
‘eee eit ashe doyeshin or can make. ate Le vt ete i PR 


: 
> 
SS on 


= amount, be, but et i ‘ That is, observed. th siiitainisichiiein com- 
menting upon his terms mi if we will not tax ourselves, as we may. be 
directed, the parliament ‘will tax us.'—Dr. Franklin's i instructions, 
spoken ‘of above, related to this gracious option.. —As the colonies 
could not choose ‘ another taz,’ while they disclaimed Ret tax ;- - the 
parliament passed the stamp. act. Ot ot elgnsd 


at seems that the only part of the offer saath bore a. wth of, favor, 
was the grant of the mode of levying ;-—and, this was ahbe ee hecissnagil 


stance which was not new. ht a, 


See. Mr, Mauduit’s account of Mr. Grenville S$ -shileshaaiitsi _ 
agents, confirmed by the agents for Georgia and Nilganins and. Mr. 
Burke’ $ speech in 1774, 
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Q. If the pariiliment: should repeal the ie, will the 
assembly of Pennsylvania eee Ny skeen p 

A. I think not, © | ae 

Qs Before “there ‘was ‘any eater of ‘the: sina ‘did 
they wish for a representation in i ? 

A. No. . 

Q2:Don't you know that’ there is;'in the Pebivutcidins 
charter, an express reservation of the right - Rice to 
Jay taxes there?) vorianinss fo vee eran 

Ai Tknow | neanenien ‘a clause° in the’charter, ‘by whieh the’ 
_king grants that he will evy no taxes ‘on the inhabitants, un 
“Jéss “it be ’with” the’ consent of 90 assembly, or act of 
pecianiatts 

QQ. How andachoulettie ‘assembly of ee assert, 
that laying a tax on them ve the rt was an infringe- 
ment ‘of their tights?" cpr day sit ent repay Ai 

A. They understand’ it thus: by°the same charter, and 
otherwise, they are®entitled to ‘all the privileges ‘and liberties 
of Englishmen :" they find in’ the great charters; and the peti- 
tion’ and declaration of’ rights, ‘that ‘one of the’ privileges of 
English subjects is, that they are not to be taxed but by their 
common consent ; they have therefore relied upon it, from the 
first’ settlement of the province, that the parliament never 
would, nor could, by color of that clause in the charter, 
assume a right of taxing them, ¢2/7 it had. qualified itself to 
exercise’ such right ; by admitting representatives from the 
people to be taxed, who wiih to make a ese of that com- 
mon. consent, . baat 
~4Q»Are there’ any mernrers the weer that justify tha 
construction ? On ae 
“AS The’ ‘common’ rights’ of Bogen “as ‘declared Dy 
Magna Charta, and the petition of right, all justify i its | 

VOL. II. 2B ¢ 
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Q.. Does, the distinction: between: internahqand: ‘dxtéiel 
tases exist in. the! ‘words of the charter ? ul to vichatetey 
A, No, I believe, note: ete: S9AhO-l2 occur 2 eeiedd sl oth 

| Q. Then may they not, “ the same joisborciatnlle object 
to the pmrliainent s right of. -external.taxation? axiov siti qv sewit 
» 4. They,never have hitherto, Many arguments have been 
lately used here, to shew.them; that there.is no difference, and 
that if you have,no right to tax them internally, you have none 
to tax them externally, or,make any other law;to,bind,them. 
At present, they do.not.reason)so.5,, but in,time aceite if 
sibly.] be convinced by ,these arguments. | yy uxt aiwieeamey rome 
ae rey -Do not the resolutions: of, Pen nebanamdiall tawes? 
A AE they. do, they. mean only, internal taxes ;;thesame — 
words .haye; not, always, the. .same ,»meaning -here,and!) inthe 
colonies. , ah By taxes, they; mean internal taxes; -by duties they 
mean customs; these are their ideas of languages °).s*snadis a 
..Q. Have you,not, seen the resolutions of the Massachusetts 
yi asseipbly.t »tivive oxdiie 02 hole) es boas oper Jak clo w wb ah 
rid « ja hanes yn atnnds aooug eae tetowed! ewond syadiduebag 
, Q. Do. ita si Say,» aids neither, external. nor, internal 
poe can be laid.on.them by. parliament? ci onli! aoshedigerbhs 
A, 1 don’t. know. that. they.do.; I,believe. notes vs sone 
“Qu AE the same colony should say neither tax nor, imposi- — 
tion could, be laid, does, not that province’ hold inate of 
parliament,can, lay neither? . | : wittils okwdt Sebhadid. cements 
A, I suppose, that, by. the word, iaaesetpmamalnad 
: intend, to express duties to be laid on goods imported, as.re- 


gulations of commerce... uiiecmededen 
Q. What can the. a, mean. a then by imposition, ads 
tinct from taxes ? .* atpcusts.<) 


A. They may mean many things; as impressing of men, or 
of carriages, quartering troops on private houses, and the 


Me “ et or : 
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like: there may! be! shi eee that are neperons one 
taxes. baie howe, ait) af alle rie 

Q. Is not toon postofie 1 rate an internal tax <a bs att c of 
parliament?» i » YAR 4 

ad {oIchavesanswetedthatinie's 2:4, 2d zp als danger ny 

Q. Are all parts of the sofas Nasstbhg able to pay shia? 

A» No, certainly ;°' the frontier parts, which have ‘been‘ra- 
vaged by the enemy, are greatly disabled by that means ; and 
therefore; in'such cases, are usually favored in our'tax-laws. 

Q. Can we. at this distance:be et itans Jere of what 
favors are: mdeessary Peder Yah yp baay YS yagi oth Edd 

A. The-parliament have jig panel it; ‘a dausaielde a bids 
to make’tax-laws for America : I think it impossible.’ |; 

» Qs Would the repeal of: thestamp-act be‘ any  discourage- 
ment of your manufactures?—Will'the people that have — 
to:manufacture ‘decline 1tP se ty ee 

A. Yes, 1 think they will; especially if, at the same ihidieg 
the trade is opened again, so that remittances can be easily 


> 


made. I have known several instances that make it-probable. 
In the war before last, tobacco being low, and making little 
remittance, the people of Virginia went generally into'family- 
manufactures. « Afterwards, when tobacco bore a better price, 
they returned to the use of British manufactures. So fulling- 
mills were very much disused in the last war in Pennsylvania, 
_ because bills were then’ plenty,. and’ remittances could: easily 
_ bemade to Britain for' English cloth and: other ‘goods, tu 
Qe If the stamp-act’ should be repealed, would it.induee 
the assemblies of America ito acknowledge the rights of 
parliament to tax them, and:would they erase their, reso- 
ngage t | hs ti eae 
~ No, never. BRAS FR: tad bb Aas 
Q ‘Is there no means of Bblipiag them to erase those 
resolutions ? gs . . 
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wd. None that I know of: they. will never do it unless 
compelled by force of arms. ~ 

Q. Is there a power on earth that can force them to erase 
them ? ots 
A. No power, how great soever, can force men to change 
their opinions. | Phi 

Q. Do. they consider the postofce as a sie or as a 
regulation? irate, 

- A. Not as a tax, but asa regulation and scale 
every assembly encouraged it, and supported it in its infancy, 
by grants of money, which they would. not otherwise have 
done; and the people have always paid the postage, 

Q. When did you receive the instructions you mentioned ? 

A. L brought them with me, ‘when I came ‘to. (He lil a 
about fifteen months since. = ray 

Q. When did deel. communicate: thas ‘iastruction ‘to the. 
minister?” | vit ede Bit 

A. Soon after my arrival, were the sh if Ame- 
rica was under mere n and 40 the apes was brought 
1. ‘ tree a Bet 

@. Would it be most for the interest of Great iioaiiins to 
employ the hands of meme in ot or in the manu- 
factures? iva? ol phar eet nen 

A. In tobacco, to be sure. 

Q. What used to be the pride of au iokaibesabi 

A. To indulge in the fashions and mere apo of Great 
‘Britain. , witioaes eh. Th 

Q. What is now tNheiilgeide? ids lo oleae 

4. 'Towear their old clothes over again, till ey can make 
new ones. | . Haters ie 

Withdrew. 


: t : ; 4 
AT gland 3. NA a Ne far oP 
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See Appendix, p. 383. 
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A ccount oft Governor Hirtchineon? Ss: deters, fina the 
Examination of Dr. Franklin his a Committee 
of the British Privy Council. 


[Referred to, Partiii. p. 354, and seq. of Mamorns OF THE 
; “ere baeaejbres 


Governor Hutcuinson, lieutenant-governor Andrew 

Oliver, Charles Paxton, Esq., Nathaniel Rogers, Esq., and, Mr. 
G.Roome, having sent from Boston certain representations and. 
informations to Thomas Whately, Esq. member of parliament, 
private secretary to that Mr. George Grenville, who when in. 
office was the father of the stamp act, and afterwards one of 
the lords of trade; these letters were. placed by some friend 
to the interests of America, in the hands of Dr. Franklin, who, 
as an agent for the colonies, in discharge of his duty, had them 
conveyed: back to Boston. ‘The assembly of Massachusetts 
were so much exasperated, that they returned attested copies 
of the letters to England, accompanied by a petition and re- 
monstrance, for the removal of governor Hutchinson, and 
lieutenant-governor Andrew Oliver, from their posts. The — 
council of Massachusetts likewise, on their own part, entered 
into thirteen resolves, in tendency and import similar to the 
"petition of the assembly ; five of which resolves were una- 
nimous, and only one of them had so many as thrée dissen- 
tients. In consequence, of the assembly’s petition, the fol- 
lowing proceedings and examination took place. 
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<a ani had, from his station “of agent for Pennsylvania 
and Massachusetts, naturally a large. ‘share - in these transac- 
tions; having been also exposed 1 to much indecent persecution, 
and attacks upon his character, by the ministers and their de- 
pendants, he was called upon by the natural constancy and 
vigor of his mind, to sustain himself and the trusts confided to 
him; and_ entered resolutely into those affairs. His exami- 
nation in 1766, (See Appendix No. 1v Jhad. made an indelible 
intpression on the government, from its force, its truth, the 
ceapacity arid equanimity of the man; and the jealousy excited 
by the overwhelming evidence’! he gave, which proved so 
clearly the ignorance of ministers, and the ‘impolicy of their 
measures towards America, caused him thenceforth to be looked 
upon with an eye of suspicion, if not ‘ofhatred. ‘In this tem- 
per.of the ministers it was that he addressed the following Tet- 
_ tery with the memorial, ‘to the secretary ‘of state. Pistaeore . 


To the Right Hon. the Earl of, yi Pine P 

bia ts slink Aug. BLP IGT Se, 

“My Pow pletion : DLG9. .S°ynny Onka mile 
I have just received from: the se of i pi 
of the Massachusetts Bay, their address to the. king, which. 
i now enclose, -and send to your ‘lordship, with my. humble 
request in their behalf, that, you would be liga to rp 

it to his majesty the first convenient opportunity. ive 
 Thave the pleasure: of hearing from. that province ai my 
late letters, that a sincere ‘disposition prevails. i in the people 
there to be on good terms with the mother. country ; that the 
assembly have declared their desire only. to be put into ‘the 
situation they were in before the stamp act: They aim at no 
novelties. And it is ‘said, that having” lately discovered, as 
they think, the authors of their grievances to be some of their 
own people, their resentment against Britain 1 Is thence much 

abated. 
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' This good disposition. of ‘theirs (will: your: lordship permit: 
me to, say):may be cultivated: by a favorable <answer ‘to this, 
address, which 1 therefore as your Epics will endeavor 
to obtain. hi rata 

/ With the greatest Seaena, Mit v1 
seit I have the honor to be, my WL see | 
| oo BY FRANKLIN,- 
«een ford rt House. po Representatives. 


TO THE KIN G's Most EXCELLEN T. MAJ ESTY. 


\ 


Most Gracious ee) a i . 

We your majesty’s loyal’ subjects, the dh eal tale, 

of your ancient colony of Massachusetts Bay, i m general court: 
legally : assembled, ‘by. virtue of your majesty’ 8 writ under the. 
hand and seal of. the governor,, beg leave to jay this our basins 
ble petition. before your majesty. . Dy coger beehart : 

Nothing but the sense of dity we owe to our sovereign, 
and the obligation we are under to consult the peace and safety 
of the province, could induce us to remonstrate to your ma- 
jesty concerning.the |mal-conduct of persons, who haye here- 
tofore had: the confidence and. esteem.of this people; and, 
whom your majesty has been pleased, from the purest motives 
of rendering: your, subjects happy, to advance to the highest 
places of trust and authority in the province. 

Your majesty’s humble petitioners, with the cia concern: 
and anxiety, have seen.the discords and animosities, which. 
have too long subsisted between your subjects of the parent 
state and ‘those of the American colonies, And we have 
trembled with apprehensions, that the. consequences, naturally. 
arising. therefrom,, would at ani prove fatal to both coun- 
tries.) 2,4) pay aie 

Permit us s humbly to soggeek to your a thatin your 
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viet stibjects, here have: been inclined to believe; that the grievances 
_, which, they have. suffered, and still: continue to suffer, have. 
ef ‘been occasioned by your majesty’s ministers and principal. 
| servants being, unfortunately for us, misinformed in: certain’ 
- facts of very interesting importance to us, It is for this rea- 
son that former assemblies have, from time to time, prepared 


a, true state of facts.to be laid before your majesty; but their 


hamble remonstrances.and petitions, it is presumed, have by 
some means been prevented from reaching your royal hand. 

. Your majesty’s petitioners have very lately had before theny 
certain papers, from which they humbly conceive it is most . 
reasonable to suppose, that there has been long a conspiracy 
of evil men in this province, who have contemplated measures, 
and f ormed a plan, to advance themselves to power, and raise 
their own fortunes, by means destructive of the charter of the 
province, at the. expense of the quiet of the nation, and to 
the annihilating of the ae and liberties of. the“ American 
colonies. sR tifte Sante I 

And we do, sith: all dtie submission to 1 majesty, beg 
leave particularly to complain of the conduct of his excellency 
Thomas Hutchinson, Esq. governor, and the honorable An« 
drew Oliver, Esq. lieutenant-governor of this your majesty’s 
province, as having a natural and efficacious tendency to in= 
terrupt and alienate the affections of your majesty, our right- 
ful sovereign, from this your loyal province; to destroy that 
harmony and good-will between Great Britain and this colony, 
which every honest subject should strive to establish; to ex- 
cite the resentment of the British administration against this 
province; to defeat the endeavors of our agents and friends to 
serve us by a fair representation of our state of facts ;'to pre~ 
vent our humble. and repeated petitions from pedbiien? thé ear 
of your majesty, or having: their desired effect. And finally, 
that the said Thomas Hutchinson and Andyew Oliver have 
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been lamong the’chief instruments in introducing a fleet and 
army'into this province, to establish and perpetuate their plans, 
whereby they have been not only greatly mstrumental im’ dis- 
turbing the peace and harmony of the government, and caus- 
ing unnatural and hateful discords and animosities between the 
séveral parts of your majesty’s extensive dominions; but are 
justly chargeable with all that corruption of morals, and all 
that confusion, misery, and bloodshed, which have been the 
natural effects of posting an army‘in a populous town. 

Wherefore we most humbly pray, that your majesty would 
be pleased to remove from their posts in this government the 
said ‘Thomas Hutchinson, Esquire, and Andrew Oliver, Esq.; 
who have, by their above-mentioned conduct, and otherwise, 
rendered themselves justly obnoxious to your loving subjects, 
and entirely lost their confidence; and place such good and 
faithful men ‘in | chee Steall, as your aeey in chet “armen 
shall: think fit. OBR “a aig aad 
Inthe name 0 d by. order oe the Howie of Repristiialtine 

2 pete rarer petnbiarmuedhoe oo ai 


7 | Vs vf 


wa ERD Darrouri '¢ ANSWER To Dr. FRANLIN’S 
nay iA ss Letrer. 


Sandwell, asth of August 1778. 
Sir, 


» > e 


«have received: your letter of the 2st instant, together 
wih an address of the house of representatives of the Mas- 
sachusetts Bay, which I shall not fail to lay before the king 

_ the next time I shall have the honor of being admitted into 
his presence. . I cannot help expressing to you the pleasure 
it. gives me to hear that a sincere disposition prevails in the 
people of that province to be on good terms with the mother 


~~ 
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country; and, my: earnest /hope. that the! time is atno. great dis- 


tance, when every ground of uneasiness will :cease, and, the 
most ‘perfect’. sioner vand | bebe be restorbdy to ‘the 


breasts of that people. 9) 0) 64) Wa Sono” ord genie 

ast ath ah wi your: most sthedieiit biatnitlé servant, Sway: 
B dad, |; Hite b ruianatxe eeaajain ‘DARTMOUTH 

Besiauies bios ecaaih Baw) gcftiery Vd wgie rash Ybsen: 


- Both houses at. the same. time \soinied si mm. * foie ‘to. Loe 
Dartmouth.on this:subject, (dated June 29.) It came through 
Rrodijndiy s sone sand ihe transmitted it! to his darseb 


EL PER SEL HE SEP EL Bi SUA HOE | Seegcl EA 


teals \ My toe ai. ry Me yes a 
: ane Ss re vay « tictes? oy) ety BAS int Ay te 


prs dine, the, Mbnsbuatie tah i pie some: 


ray eee 


Gan in the hands ofythe: ministers ; ; pand in the beginning | of the 


following year was) taken up.;..Mr. Manduit, who acted’ as 
ageiit for, the governor, had. several. private: conferences with 
the ministers, and addressed to the committee, of the privy 
council, on the 10th of January, 1774, the, following g letter: ah 


To. the Lords’ Committee of his Majesty’s Privy Council 
see. for Plantation Affairs. 


THE PETITION OF ISRAEL MAUDUIT. 


Humbly Wreath unto your Lordships ; 
THAT having been informed that an idaho in the 
name of the house of representatives of his majesty’s colony of 
Massachusetts Bay, has been presented to his majesty by 


Benjamin Franklin, Esquire, praying the removal of his ma- \ 


jesty’s governor and lieutenant-governor, which 1 is appointed 
to be: taken into consideration’on Thursday next; your peti- 
tioner, on the ‘behalf of the*said governor and lieutenant-go- 
i sr prayet that he may be heard by counsel in re- 
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lation to the same, before 3 your noneniee shall make: any sont 
on the said address. ReSite AME 9G, DELON 'S WEIS MME op OFS 

PRO Pt: Ws ISRAEL pines 
Clement Lane, J rr 10, 1774: Hy nSlqoag tadhap qreahie 
: APN 8G Ah br MisgDadG.stens, Ut ‘i 


2 , Hh aioe ey Nee 
hye CRTs PEER 


h op 
a4 en 


7 controversy had fit saved in the etic prints: peticed 
Mr. Thomas. Whately’s s brother and! Mr. John Temple, aris- 
ing out of the manner in'which the letters'of Governor Hutch- 


_inson, &c. had passed to Boston; from’ among thé’ — ie 


Mr. Thomas Whately, who was at this time deceased. 

Mr. Whately wished to avoid the charge of having given 
3 them, Mr. ‘Temple of having taken them. At length: the dis- 
‘pute became so personal ‘and pointed, that Mr. Temple thought 
it necessary to call the ‘surviving Brothér into’ the field: "The 
letter of provocation appeared in the morning, and the parties 
met in the afternoon. Dr. Franklin was not then in town; 
and it was only after some interval that he received the’ intel- 
ligence. What had passed he could not foresee: but he con- 
_ sidered it to be his duty, and therefore he endeavored to pre- 

vent what still might otherwise follow, by seg: the fol- 


lowing article : : 


TO ig’ PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 


sta a Gr tt fh TE. as PE oh gt ~~ ppt ny ayn ae hi onek pare ois { 


(| SEINDING that*two dod i have been aiScnt 
‘nately engaged in'a duel about’a transaction and its circum 
stances, of which both of them are totally ignorant’ and inno» 
cent; I think it’ incumbent upon me'to declare (for the pre- 
vention of farther mischief, as far as such a declaration may 
contribute to prevent it); that [ alone am ‘the person who ob- 
tained and transmitted to Boston the letters in question. Mr. 
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W. could not communicate them, because they were never itt 
his possession ; ‘and for the same reason, they could not be 
taken from him by Mr. T.—They were not of the nature of 
private letters between friends. They were written by public 
officers to persons in public stations, on public affairs, and 
intended to procure public measures; they were therefore 
handed to other public: persons who might be influenced by 
them’ to produce’ those measures. ‘Their tendency was to 'in- 
cense the mother country against her colonies, and by thésteps 
recommended, to widen the: breach; which they effected.— 
The chief caution expressed with regard to privacy, was, "a 
keep their contents from the colony agents, who the writers 
apprehended might return them, or copies of them to Ame- 
rica, ‘That apprehension was, it seems, well founded: for 
the first agent who Jaid his hands on them rape it his aoa 
to transmit them to his constituents. 
Avery we AGl eS oie FRANKLIN, 

Aen for the Hoiass of Repent of MasschusetsBay, 


5 Ow , \, i 


Craven-street, / Dee. Oe ee 


It will be seen a, i the distant that this gtr ro 4 Dr. 
Franklin, and the transactions which led to it, followed the 
presentation of the Massachusetts. petition, and preceded the 
letter of Mr. Mauduit to. the council; and it will be seen in 
the narration that follows of the proceedings before the privy 
council, that-these letters and.publications were brought into 
view, and, produced ,effects | which — to. bea perp 
lesson’ to statesmen. . 

The committee of privy pris met ¢ on: ies nth é Jan 
1774.- sat abt’ dos tnt @ 

_ Present. » The lob ibaa of, the Biapeilia 
4 einieckeldtial of state, and many other lords. 


~ 
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Dr; ‘Beaigklin, “= Mr. Bollan, — ne Pennsylnia 
wiiel Massachusetts. ld’ id Hal righ hah 

- Mr. Mauduit, agent for the. elbudien of Massashust 
with Mr: Wedderburn as his counsel. “rite: 

. Dr. Franklin’s letter and the address, . Ms, Pownall 
lee, and Mr. Mauduit’s petition, were | read, di deren 
» Mr. Wedderburn... The address ssiiet itehiadalanih pepe 
I could wish to be informed what are those papers. 9)... 

_ Dr. Franklin. . They are. the letters, of Mr, Silda 
and Mr. Oliver. - ar eT 

Court. Have you brought them ? Bolt etrethn-aesHD a aM 
. Dr. Franklin. No; but here are attested Sleisne viata 

Court. Do you mean to found a charge soliinntooes: toi 
you do, you must produce the letters... tyne 

Dr. Franklin. These copies are attested by + idol gen- 
tlemen at Boston, and a notary public. ) 

Mr. Wedderburn. My lords, we shall not take advantage 
of any imperfection in the proof. We admit that the oe 
are Mr, Hutchinson’s and Mr. Oliver’s hand-writing : 
serving to ourselves the right of i inquiring how they were ie 
‘tained. ’ 

‘Dr. Franklin. 1 did wot expect that counsel would have 
been employed on this occasion. | 

Court. Had you not notice sent you of Mr. Mauduit’s 
having petitioned to be heard by counsel on — of the 
oe and. Tieutengnt-governor. 

Dr. Franklin: I did receive such notice ; but. r aatiie: 
this had been a matter of politics, not of se ~— have «not 
brought my counsel, © | 

Court. Where a shies is Wiokehy the ee “me a tivighe 
‘to be heard by counsel or not, as they choose. = 9 ©) 

* Mr. Mauduit. My lords, I am not a native of that coun- 
try, as these gentlemen are. I know well Dr. Franklin’s 
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abilities, «and: wish ‘to’ put’ the’ Slefebiee of my. friends amore 
upon a parity with the attack; he will not therefore wonder 
that I choose 'to Npisenecitiehondcuil Neues with the. assist- 
ance of counsel. My friends;\m ‘their: letters to me, have 
desired (if any proceedings, as ‘they say, should be had upon 
this address) that they may have a:hearing-in their own:justi- 
fication, that their innocence may ‘be’ fully cléared, and their 
honor vindicated, and: have ‘made provision! accordingly: 1 
do not think myself) at liberty therefore to: give up the assist- 
ance of my counsel in. defending them against this unjust 
accusation. WameVeEs of bvas tebanns SHS RS vid covey ERs Gj 
Court.) Dr.Franklin anne itineaPine sores, counsel, 

or go.on without it,as he'shall chooses i» v.68) poo 

Dr. Franklin. 1. desire to: bikiasabntalnsse os abel AS 

» Court. What time.do you want: BH Wanye Daioh tony ceairi 
Dr Franklins Three weeksauny i toc: gurssigs. .oAaen 

_ Ordered, that wien further. seraeniten pchiaetiealiier 8 
20th instant.’ o Wi ronsduy dims ree: tealtyte 
‘The committee of tiesto met ct dabatcialise: to their 
Misainaaiale on the 20th J anuary following,’ when Mr..John 
Dunning (afterwards lord Ashburton) ands Mr. John. Lee, 
both eminent lawyers, appeared as, counsel on behalf of; the 
Massachusetts» assembly. Mr. Wedderburn (afterwards. lord 
Loughborough) “ate ‘as, counsel Dd sii ® governor and 
Jieutenant-governor.. ©) 9) ef! itt iy WARY BOY 
The matter either a phate ote shel Mai dviince 
assembly, their counsel were first heard of .course. .° Mr. 
Wedderburn was. very Jong:and Jaborious,,and indecently 
acrimonious. in his answers. Instead of justifying his.clients, 
or vindicating their conduct -in the administration, which was 
the matter complained-of, Mr. Wedderburn bent, the: whole: 
force-of “his: discourse;:which was:an inflammatory invective, 
against ‘Dr.’ Franklin, who ‘sat, with calm equanimity, an 
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wsliion ws this rjudicionss and. daa gconm ie course ,of  pro- 
ceeding...) ‘Suerel bid pia mh ele end ob ene 
The: saea butt of his acrimony) was: sili matter of 'dis- 
pute between Mr. Temple and: Mr. :Whately.;-,. and the pre- 
ceding letter published. by Dr.. Franklin: in. the:,Public sei 
vertiser of 25th December, 1773. yaw yans sem: 6 
ogo tht g Dunning, had substantiated: - the: scalable ofi rh 
assembly, by, exhibiting: thes letters:which: uwere jat. this'time 
published, ina pamphlet; sand also.in the Remembrancer of 
1773 3 and .he:.stood upon ‘their, letters.as proof of their 
being unworthy of the confidence, of the government, as’ well 
_as of the assembly of Massachusetts. » Among other. matters, 
“he stated; that Andrew.-Oliver. had suggested to the ministry, 
“to stipulate with the merchants of England, and. purchase 
from them large quantities of goods proper. for the American 
market; .agreeing beforehand tov allow- them ‘a.premium 
equal to the advance: of their stock in the trade; if the price 
of their goods was not enhanced by a ‘tenfold demand in 
future, even though the goods might lie on hand till this 
temporary stagnation of ‘business: ceased.»: By such a step,” 
said he, “ the game will be up with my countrymen.” ‘That 
Oliver had on other occasions (in a letter to the ministry, 
dated‘ Feb. 15, 1769); « indirectly recommended assassina- 
tion ;” his words bemg, “ that some method should be de- 
ad to take off the original incendiaries, whose’ ‘writings 
supplied the fuel of sedition ‘through the Boston Gazette.” * 
And he referred to the case of Mr: Otis, who, notwithatahde 
he ocieais the office ee . Sgeenion ear een a eng 


sere ecicieaicioate and bebop Mn ‘Otis was ‘so’ eek! in- 
jured by the wounds he received, as never to recover, and afterwards 
died in a state of mental derangement, produced. by his wounds. .; : ; 
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sor of governor i Heotehiaeon, had: Paine rm fight igitcked by 
one Robinson, a commissioner of. the king’ 8 customs, at the | 


head of a gang of ruffians armed with ‘swords. and bludgeons ; ii 


who, on, entering ‘the house, extinguished, the lights, and after 
leaving the respectable gentleman, covered. with wounds, fled 
and found a refuge on board a king’s ship. Mr. Hutchinsou 
by one declaration alone, he said, justified all the complaints 
of Massachusetts, and called for an immediate. dismission ‘of: 
an officer so hostile: to the rights and liberties. of his countrys _ 
men, ‘He who had. declared | « there must be an, abridgment. . 
of English Liberties i nm the, colonies,” was justly charged. with... 
“ making wicked and injurious. representations, designed. to. 
influence the | ministry, and the nation, and to excite imine. 
in the breast of the king against his faithful subjects.” yy 
‘The speeches of Messrs. Dunning and, Lee wes neret 
reportediat' length ; but the extracts which they read were. 
marked for them RBYi Dr. F sake of which, $86, fone. 
one. | 4) 


" Ses TO b MON meter if ho ) M0 nt 


ae 


fe ae ‘ ive $< { ¥ 
iC] sip Ps MALY rte 5533 tiki? 
EXTRACTS PROM. HUTCHINSON’ s CORRESPONDENCK, 


erg ult aio edt 3 - Boston, Tune 92, 1772. - gil 


« The union of the colonies: is pretty well broke: 27 i 
{ shall never see it renewed. ‘Indeed our sons” of- liberty are 
hated and despised by their former brethren in New York ~ 


and. Pennsylvania ; ; and it ait be agniethigg, hath ‘extraor- mi 


rer} 
- 
be 


dinary € ever to reconcile as va 


i 


ss Au see_no ‘difference between the case “of. ‘the. col nies 
and that of Ireland, I care not in how favorable: a a, light you. 
look upon the colonies, if it does not separate us from, you, 
You will certainly find it more difficult to retain ihe colonies. 
than you do Ireland. ' Ireland is near you, and under your 


as 


Gs Boston, ‘Ndbambor 8 i att } * 
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constant inspection ; ; all officers are dependent and removable 

at pleasure. ‘The colonies are remote, and the officers | gene- r 
rally more disposed to please the people than the king or his . 
representative. © In Ireland you have alw ays the ultima i 
ratio fa standing army]: in the colonies you are either desti- 
tute of it, or you have no civil magistrate to direct the use’ 
of it.” | 

Mr. Wedderburn, after a review of the arguments of 
counsel, and 'the custémary eullogies on the loyalty and ser- 
vices of his'clients, evading the examination of the matter in — 
complaint, directed himself to an. ‘inculpation of the. assembly 
and people’ of Massachusetts, and intemperately against the 

character and conduct of Dr. Franklin’ generally, put parti- 
cularly in the case of the letters. 

“ The letters could not have come to Dr. Franklin, said 
Mr. Wedderburn, “ by ‘fair means. The writers did not 
give them to him, nor yet did the deceased correspondent, — 
who, from our intimacy, would otherwise have told me of it :' 
nothing then will acquit Dr. Franklin of the charge of ob- 
taining them by fraudulent or corrupt means, for the most 
malignant of purposes, unless he stole them from the person 
who stole them. This. argument is irrefragable. s 

«tT hope, my lords, you will mark and brand the man, for 
the honor of this country, of Europe, and of mankind. . Pri-. 
vate correspondence has hitherto been held sacred in times. 
of the greatest party rage, not only i in. politics | but religion.” 

— He has forfeited all the respect of societies and of men, 
Into what companies will he hereafter go with an unembar- 
rassed face, or the honest. intrepidity of virtue? Men will 
watch him with a jealous eye; they will hide their papers 
from him, and lock up ‘their « escrutoires., He will hence- 
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forth esteem ita libel. to, be, called. a man. of . letters, didn 
Thom! {itera mba! hs eI APCS bin pecan none 


. & But he not, only took away, the, letters from. aiehiiain, 
but kept himself concealed till he. nearly occasioned., the. 
murder of the other. Itis impossible to read, his’ account, 
expressive of the coolest. and. most, deliberate malice; without, 
horror. [Here he read the letter of Dr. Franklin in the, 
Public Advertiser.|—Amidst these tragical events, of one 
person nearly murdered ; of another-answerable for the ie : 
of, a worthy governor hurt in his.dearest interests,;) the fate, 
of America, is insuspense: -here is:a man, who, with the ut-. 
most insensibility, of, remorse, stands. up, and. avows, himself, 
‘the author of all oats can compar if pe to, + He bail he 
“Young’s Revenge”, 


“ Know then *twas——I,\ i) ahd ; hes it 


- ¥ forged the letter, -—I diuposed cm iit epi 4H Bs: 
J hated, ieee despised, and, I Septroy,! RT LS 


. 1 ask, my lords, whether the ieitegend tem mplery attri-) 


buted by poetic fiction only. to the bloody African, i is. not 
surpassed. ey the coolness. and: apathy of. the wily American ? A 
Bitdia | Bue aid} rah , ety Te 4 
These pleas for a time°worked great effects 5 the lords- 
assented, the town was convinced, Dr. Franklin’ ‘was dis- 
rhissed,? and ‘Mr. ‘Wedderburn: placed himself i in th 2 road for 


that high advancement. which he sought, and. with which he’ 


was bea aa bead, mgs Lagat Gaeta GRA? ny 
tee Damn'a to everlasting Fame. Le oe USEF, . 
itl oe ; a ts etiovyt TARR Oo: a — 
Sires For (or thief: vt (2 Act Vth. 


3 He was : dismissed from ‘his station in the American  postofice, 
which had only been productive under his management. bi) ie 

4 Mr. Wedderburn had already by. his inirigues. dndieec gies been. 
appointed to the offices of solicitor-zeneral and cofferer to the queen : 
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Unfortunately for Mr. Wedderburn, the events of the war 
a arguing ba system, tbiibinciane’h too fee 


be er ey fmt the iacenershtos uh aay 
created ‘Baron’ Loughborough ‘and Earl Rosslyn. His politics are’ 
hereby ascertained; principles he had none; for he had been in- 
ducted) inte public life under the auspices of Mri George Grenville,’ 
after the latter-had professed the principles of Whiggism, and while 
he was a partisan of Lord Rockingham ; and it is to this defection 
from the tenets that Mr. Wedderburn had avowed, that Junius al- 
1adee eb 8 his aath Letter, when he s says,— To sacrifice a ‘respected 
character and to renounce! the éstéett ‘of sédiety, tequites more that 
Mr; Wedderburn’ 's resolution : : sand: though in’ him’ it was ‘rather a 
profession. than la desertion of his principles, yet we have seen him in 
the house . “of commons. overwhelmed with confusion, and almost be- 
reft of his f faculties. ‘ae 
Another energetic writer this depicted Wedderburn, after he ars 
rived at the chiancéllorshitp. Pe eQule DA OTIS ATES Ie 
«“ Whelp’d on'some ‘lire in rucfu’ poortith* tinea 
| In: early’ youth with aits and haggess? fed 
ea hungry. forth'at thy Jean sire’s command, . 
' To mend, thy for tunes. in, this promised land ; 
be bn hou didst not rise the chancery bench to fill, ‘ae 
Where | long-wigg’d blockheads wait thy way ward will : 
. ral t “Thott ‘didst descend; as ‘modest Scotsmen can, : 
From thar prowd’artre! where thy course began: : 
Nor dist thourfor the law's ‘slow learning? waity 
oe ouBat gain'dst thine,objectt rough’ another: gate. 
‘ay ue + skillrd inthe dark intrigues, t the thriving sed 
~The crooked paths of modern politics, BO Leder ooh 
False t to ‘thy party, faithless to. ‘thy friends,s, 
. And only constant ‘to thy private ends.” 
pie .21 Sfisk id & Cibo Qel ss Cs a im ae # 


-.. 


10 89 ft StHlna"D “pag! taal mebserrst eit ‘Rept poverty. ens 
3 3 Oats a and haggess, food. ‘of the 2 poorer ‘Scots. - 

* Alluding to his first chamber in the Temple. 

ghee We | for 'M*: Wedderburn, there is something about him) that even’ wh soy atl can 
not trust.” —Junius, Letter 49. 
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his “ irrefragable argument, ee Franklin afterwards took 
an oath in chancery, that at the time, ‘that he transmitted the: 
letters, he was ignorant of the party to whom they. had been 
addressed, having | himself received them from a third. person, 
and for the , express purpose “of their ‘being “conveyed to, 
America. ‘Unfortunately also for Mr. Wedderburn’s worthy 
governor,” that governor himself,” ‘befo ore dhe hitivats of Dr. 
Franklin’s packet in Boston, sent over one of “Di. Fianklin’s | Ps 


Gd tin rind cai 
own * private” letters to England ; expréssing some Titil tile 


fe ard a 


coyness- indeed” upon “the occasion, ‘but desiring secresy, | lest, 
he should be prevented ‘procuring | more ligeful. intelligence 
from the same source.? “Whether. Mr. Wedderburn i in ‘his. 
speech ‘intended to’ draw” a particular | case ‘and portraiture, 

for the | purpose only'¢ of injuring’ Dr. Franklin, or meant ‘that’ 
his language and epithets should apply generally to all, whe- 
ther: friends or - foes, ‘whose practice ‘should be yee simi lar ; 
to it, is a matter not of so much: importance, ts ant Wort = 

~ But to return to Dr. Franklin, © ~ It was not singular ‘per- 
haps, that, as a man of ‘honor, he should surrender his‘name 


to public scrutiny in order to prevent mischief to ‘others, and 


yet not betray his coadjutor (even'' ‘to his death) ‘tot lieve his 


own fame from the severest. cobloquy 5 but waite at be- 
longed to few besides Dr. Franklin, to possess mildness and 
maghahimity enough: to refrain from intemperate expressions 
and measures against Mr. Wedderburn’ and his’ ni: ppérters, 
after all that had’ ‘passed. ‘In a note, in the hand-writing of 


Diep 


‘Dr. Franklin, “he! observes on’ the word duty, in the ‘close of 
his letter in the Public Advertiser, as follows : oo " gh Ber ; 

«© Governor Hutchinson, as appears by his ethene since 
found and published in al) ew (kere had aye same idea of 


iy | emrc yg rede Cae a ae 


wat se i.) 


* See che Remembrancer_ for. the year 1776, part. ii, Bs ot, col. 
ist. and 2d. : +. anak lag A | 
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duty, when he procured copies of Dr. Franklin’ sletters to 
the assembly, and sent. them to the ministry « of England. " 

‘The result of the. deliberations of the committee. of the 
privy-council was ‘such as might be expected from the com- 
placency with which they had heard Mr. Wedderburn, and 
the general fatuity that appears to have governed the councils 
of the British nation at the time. 

The privy-council. made a report in which | was expressed 
the following opinion, — Ls 

“ The lords of the committee do agree caaitibly to Saati 
as their opinion. to your majesty, that the petition is founded. 
| upon resolutions: formed. on false and erroneous allegations ; 
and As _groundless, vexatious, and scandalous, and calculated 
: only for the seditious purpose of keeping up a spirit of 
clamor and discontent | in the said province. Aud the lords 
of the committee do further bumbly report to: your majesty, 
that nothing has been laid before ‘them. which does or can, in 
their opinion, Wy any manner, or in, any - degree, impeach the 
honor, integrity, or conduct of the said governor or lieutenant- 
governor; and their lordships are humbly. of opinion that the 
said petition ought to be dismissed.” 

Feb. 7th, 1774., 6 His majesty taking the said vai 
into consideration, was pleased, with the advice of his privy- 
council, to approve thereof ; ‘ and. to order that the said peti- 
tion. of the house of representatives of the province of Massa- 
chusetts Bay be dismissed the board—as groundless, vexa- 
tious, and scandalous ; 4 and calculated conly for the seditious 
purpose of keeping up a ‘spirit of, clamor and discontent in 
the said province.” 


LA former petition against Governor Banna met wie 
dismission, couched in similar terms. 


s 


aly 
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, A few days after this: disgraceful business, the nip tn 
was inserted in the Pusuic HAR GEE Seat Race. 


To: ALExaNpER Wappenpurs, Eso. 


You stated as a fact, ‘in your late speech before the privys 
council, that Dr, Franklin sent the letters in an anonymous 
cover, with’ injunctions of sectesy, ‘(written in a hand, how= 
ever, well known there,) not to the speaker, as officially. he 
ought to have done, but to private PereenAS ~ Hence’ you 
drew a conclusion, that he was. conscious of ‘vibe * and 
ashamed at having e it known... diay 7th ’ 

~The weakness of this stating, ‘were. it Vsti) foul oe 
the wickedness of the Boaeiwio| ‘How could you suppose 
aman would ee Rent concealment from suppressing his name, 
if hts hand were ‘well known? or if, by some strange confu- 
sion of ideas, he did think himself ’ concealed, to. what end 
should he enjoin secresy -@—Wherefore should he have’ ‘wished . 
for concealment? Was there such terror in the’ ‘hatred of 
those detected, Mr. Hutchinson and, Mr. Oliver? Could he 
possibly have conceived that any set of ministers would be so 
weak and wicked as to persecute him for a’ measure,’ which 
ministered, to. them: the fairest. opportunity of healing gra- 
ciously. those uphappy divisions veh which mene per- 
plexed in the extreme ? | 

But-what will your hearers, what will the woild think of 
you, when I affirm that the whole of what you stated was a 
absolute falsehood? I defy you to prove a word of it. [ 
feel.the harshness of the terms 1 use, but I appeal to every 
one that heard yon, whether the language you uttered entitles 
you. to be treated like a gentleman ? \ : 

The letters were enclosed to the speaker; that which 
accompanied them was signed by the agent ; nor was there a 
single injunction of secresy with regard to the sender. He 
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a pprehended that the iminiediate publication of them would 
raise the popular indignation so as to be fatal to. the. writers. 
Out of neers ‘to ar? he desired they a not be ce 
eye ibe. sd . . eo 
Dr. Franklin’s: ser kek as ake the next ‘Subfict of your 
juni _ You inveighed against it as marking the most inhu- 
nian apathy that the imagination could conceive, made to in 
sult over distress, and. aggravate, the woutids bests his villany 
had occasioned. © : 
‘Let us state the thet, and see how far it would mine the 
dtc | 
On. the 8th of Deventer, a Reich tinder the sigabens of 
ANTENOR, accused Mr, Tethiplé of distionorably taking the 
letters. id. question from Mr. Whately, whose name was 
vouched, for the truth of the charge. The next day Mr. 
Templé’s accuser appéaréd, declaring Mr. Whately’s con- 
currence with hint di déiiying the facts, on which the chatge 
W as founded. So far was: there, in this stage of thé busitiéss; 
any appearance of any quarrel likely to happen between 
these two gentlemen, that it seemed as if they were united in 
‘contradicting a malignant anonymous accusation ; but on the 
11th Mr. Whately contradicted Mr. Temple, and at four 
o'clock, that day the duel was fought.—What time or oppor- 
tunity was there here for the intervention of Dr. Franklin, 
especially as Mr. ‘Temple’s challenge was grounded. on the 
other’s flatly denying what he had actually given to the public 
under his hand ?—The original cause of the dispute was, 
Mr. Whately’s | having given rise to, and countenanced a 
most false, unjust, and cruel accusation against Mr. Temple. 


The following Plaisanterie also appeared about this time, 
and was attributed to Dr, Franklin. 
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TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 


SIR, Wi J oe te ugog ot 

 DOESQ. that i is ‘Sin F. Rernaidy: in the va 
labored, and special dull ‘answer. to” Q. E. D. endeavors to 
persuade the king, that as he was his majesty’s representa- . 
tive, there was a great similitude i in their characters and con- 
duct; and that Sir F.’s enemies are enemies. of his majesty 
and.of all government! This puts one in‘mind of the chimney- 
sweeper condemned to be hanged for theft, who being chari- 
tably visited: byra:good cletgymaw:-for whom’ he had worked, 
said, ‘I hope your honor will take my part, wie? get. a re- 
prieva,for: ome, and ‘not. ‘det my-enemies: have their will; be- 
cause it is upon. yas ‘decount that: they have’ prosecuted: cand 

sworn, against me.” {.QOn.my agcanel bow. can that be?” 


WANN ch % 


‘é Why, sir, because as however since they. knew. J was,em- 


‘plo yed by y your honor, they resolved upon, my Tuan : 5) (for they 
are enemies to all religion ; ¥ and th vey he hate € you, panes and. 
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CONSTITUTION oF THE UNITED STATES. (OF. AMERICA. 


Hal 


Soon OF 


| AReferced to. in » Mentomns oft the ars, Pattiv: Vol’ I, mp. 198 sh 


We e the es ‘ae the United Statessi in eleva to form 
_@., more. perfect. union, establish \ justice, insure 
alanis tranquillity; “provide for ‘the ‘common 
bis promote the general welfare, and secure 
phe? blessings of Uiberty to ‘ourselves. cand our. poste- 
iia Lk do ordain and establish this CONSTITU- 


- TION for the Onited States of America. - 


ARTICLE I. 


Sect. 1. ALL legislative powers herein granted shall be 
vested in a Congress of the United States, which shall con- 
sist of a senate and house of representatives. 

Sect.2. The house of representatives shall be composed 
of members chosen every second year by the people of the 
several states, and the electors in each state shall have the 
qualifications ‘requisite for electors of the most numerous 
branch of the state legislature. 

_ No person shall be a representative who shall not have at- 
tained to the age of twenty-five years, and heen seven years 
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a citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when 
elected, be an inhabitant of the state)in which he shall be 
chosen. sao. hit app yep aul | 

i Feit ast coi and ee taxes shall be apportioned 
among the several states which may be included within this 
union, according to their respective numbers, which shall be 
determined by adding to the whole number of free persons, 
including those bound to service for a term, of. years, and ex- 
cluding Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all other persons, 

"The actual enumeration shall be made within three years 
after the first meeting of the congress of the United. States, 
and within every subsequent term of ten years, in ahehn man- 
ner as they shall by law direct. | The number of represent- 
atives shall not exceed” one for every thirty’ thousaid, ‘but 
each state shall: have at. ‘east ohe Yepresetitative 5 atid wntil 
such enumeration shall be made, the state of New-Hainp- 
shire shall be'éntitled to choose three, Massachusetts cight, 
Rhode Island: ‘and. Providence Planiatious one; Cériniécticut 
five, New York. six,. New Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, 
Delaware one, Maryland $ix, Virginia ten, North Carolina 
five, South Carolina five, and.Georgia three. 

When vacancies happen ‘in the representation from any 
state, the. executive authority thereof shall lssue Writs, of 
election to fill such vacancies. | | 

The house of representatives shall chaste, thane ‘speaker 
and other officers ; and shall ee the sole power. of Pee 
ment, ) lor 

Sect. Wd The : senate rit Be United pre ‘shall ses com- 
posed of two senators from each state, chosen by the legis 
Tature thereof, for. six years; ; and each scnator shall have 
one vote. _ 4) ’ : 

‘Immediately hr, ge) shall be csoepiette in consequence 
of the first election, they shall be’ divided as equally as may 
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be into three classes. The seats of the senators of ‘the first 
class shall be vacated at the expiration‘of the second year, of 
the second class at the expiration of the fourth year, andof 
the third class at the expiration of the sixth year, so that one- 
third may be: chosen every second year; and if vacancies 
happen by resignation, or otherwise, during the recess of the 
legislature of any state, the executive thereof may make tems 
porary appointments until the next meeting ‘of the wpa 
tue, which shall then fill such vacancies, 05 {8 yah 
No person shall be a senator who’ shall not have attained 
to the age of thirty years, and been nine years @ citizen of 
the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be: an ins 
habitant of that state for which he shall be chosen.) 
The vice-president of the United States shallbe president 
of the ees but shall have no ae muipes — be inhi 
‘ divided. Fi ate, 30 Paso jberk ae Hoa 
The senate shall choose their’ ovis rithbeicenn alsoa pre= 
sident pro’ tempore, im the absence of the vice-president, or 
when he shall exercise ia hoiaaal bid ada of the sin 
States. vk: Fe 
The senate shall have ia ete ‘power to try all impeach« 
ments. When sitting for that purpose, they shall be on oath 
or affirmation. When the president of the United States is 
tried, the chief justice shall preside: and no person shall be 
convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds of 7 mem- 
bers present. | | i O31) GaAs 
Judgment in cases of gach shall not extend further 
than to removal:from office, and disqualification to hold and 
enjoy any office of honor, trust or profit ‘under the United 
States ; but the party convicted shall nevertheless be hable 
and subject to indictment, ‘trial, acaainth and punishment, 
according to law. ne 
Sect. 4, The times, places and manner of holding elections 
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for-senators and representatives, shall be prescribed i in each 
state by the legislature thereof : but the congress may at any 


time. bylaw make. or alter such seaulaeens except as to the 


places. of choosing senators. __ . gio ASln 
. The. congress. shall waabla at. sat once in every year ; : 


aiid ‘such meeting. shall be on the first Monday i in Dheomber : 


unless they shall by law appoint a different day. aetile 

. Sect. 5. Each house. shall be the judge of “the alee: 
returns. foe qualifications « of i its own members, and a majority 
of each shall constitute aqu jorum, to. do business; but asmaller 
number sis adjourn, from day. to day, and may, be authorised 
to. compel t the attendance of absent members, i in such manner, 
and, under such penalties, as each house may provide,, ‘i 

Each] house e.may determine the rales of its proceedings, pu- 
nish jts 1 membins for disorderly behavior, and, with the con- 
currence of two-thirds, expel a member, 


re BAN agape ond Le WE fe 


.¢ ach house shall keep. a journal « of i its proceedings, and from. 


time.to time publish the same, excepting, such parts as, may, 
in, their judgment, require, secresy ;, and, the. yeas and nays, of 
the members of either. house on any. question, shall, at the. de- 


sire of one-fifth. of those pr esent, be entered on, the journal... 


_ Neither house, during th the Session, of congress, shall,. ithe, 


out, the. consent of the other, ad jjourn for more than thr ee. Mays, 


ie 


nor to,any, pthes place bine pat in which, the two houses shall. 


be sitting. ie eV Wok EH aos | si3 ¥d dnaidad oe Fo 


sunerte Ge. “The. senators. aud “representatives shall receive a 


compensation for. their, services, to. be ascer tained by law, and, ‘ 


paid; out, of the treasury, of, the United States... ab bey shall i in, 


woes ge 


all cases, except: treason, felony and breach, of, the ps eace, be, 
privileged. from, arrest _ during, their ; attendance at the session 
of their. respective house es, and in going, to ‘and returning from 


the same;. and for any speech, or debate in either ho Ouse,, they, 


shall,not, be questioned in any, other place. 


~ 
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- No senator or representative shall, during the time for which’ 
he was elected, be appointed to any civil office’ under the’au- 
thority of the United States, which shall havé been’ created; or 
the emoluments whereof shall have been increased’ during such’ 
time; and no person: holding ‘any office under’ the’ United 
States, shall be’ a member of either house ripae ark sa continti+ 
ance in office. Palio tactas vO? EERE ES CENGY OE At te 

- Sect:'7. All bills for’ raising revenue shall originate in the 
‘house of representatives: but the senate oie propose or con-" 
cur with amendments as on other bills.) Asa to 

_ Every bill which shall have passed the house of represen- 
tatives and the senate shall, before it become a law, ‘be pre=" 
sented. to the president of the United States; if He approve, 
he shall sign it; but if not, he shall return it, with His objec-. 
tions, to that house in which it shall have otiginated, whé stall’ 
enter the objections at large on their journal, and ‘proceed to 
reconsider it. If after such reconsideration two-thirds of that 
house shall agree to-pass the bill, it shall be® sent; together 
with the objections, to the other house, bywhichit shall likewise’ 
be reconsidered, and if approved by two-thirds of that house, 
it shall become a law. But in all such cases the votes of both 
houses: shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the names» 
of the persons voting. for and against the bill shall-bé entered: 
on the journal of each house respectively: If any bill shall 
not be returned by the president within ten days (Sundays ex- 
cepted) after it-shall have been presented to him, the same: 
shall be a law, in like manner as if he had signed it, unless thie” 
congress by their» adjournment bisyeng ail return, inv which 

caseitishall Moti herd lawaisedint fos TERE 8 Diet eae O GME 

Every order, | resolution or’ vote; to which the concurrence: 
of the senate and house of representatives may benecessary 
(except on a question of adjournment), shall be presented to 
the president of the United States; and before’ tlie sanie’shiall’ 
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take: effect,:shall: be approved by him, or being disapproved 
byhim, shall) be xe-passed: by two-thirds: of the senate and’ 
house:of:representatives,. rei to the rules and limitations: - 
preseribed: im’ the: case of aj bill. Lotte’ aipcoaee Wanita’ 
| Sect: @.) "Fhe: congress:shall sbi pomensey ai bid ake 
-'Bo. lay arid: collect: taxes, duties, .imposts: ore excises, to: 
pay the debts and provide for the common defence and. general: 
_welfare:of, the: United States; but all:duties,. imposts’ and: ex- 
cises; shatk be: uniform: throughout the United States::) 
‘To borrow money on:the' credit of the-United) States: > 
-«:'Eo-regulate commerce with foreign: nations, and among. the 
sevenah states, and with! the: Indian. tribes? iin ye 85 BAe “alt 5 | 
. Lo establish:an: uniform rule of naturalization, and: uniform’ 
lest tlic} eat) of ‘bankruptcies: gs tae the: United! 
States. 
i To ee a f regulate: the: value: thereof, and of: ton 
coin, and) fix! the; standard: of weights and: measures 34 51> 
~» 'Foqprovides for the: punishment’ off. counterfeiting the. seeu~ 
rities-andl! current coin of the United: States cf yoo vei 
. To éstablish post-offices: and-post-roads: 6 ie.) hou bs 
To promote the progress’ of science wi Na si til j 
enring:for limited times ‘te authors and inventors the exclusive: 
right to their respective writings aud discoveriess0 6) 8) 
_ | Po constitute tribunals inferior to the supreme-court » {°° 
~ 'Fo:define and: punish pivacies. and felonies. ie rum on! 
the high:seas, and offetices’against the’law of! nations: > 
» "Poexdeclare-war, grant letters: of marque: and: aren ‘tale 
make/rudes.concerning! captares-on' land-and Watertss  peeteiO? 
To raise and support armies, but no’appropriation ofmoney? 
to that-usevshalli be forradonger term: than‘two years: 0°) 
\ Posprovide and maintainia navy 26 6s eee yi to 
© Tomakes rules for the government’ and ‘regulation of. ss a 
land!:and:naval forces:; 


2383 noe EZ I OF, List dktigct wit aah PihesG ity ty} seis 
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» To provide for calling forth the militia. to execute: the laws 
ofthe union, suppress msurrections and, repel invasions : 
-»\'Do) provide: for organising, arming, and: disciplining: the 
militia, and: for, governing such, part of them as: may be ems 
ployed in. the service of the United: States, reserving to: tle 
states “respectively, the appointment, of the officers, and! the 
authority of: training the’ militia: cape to the discipline 
_ prescribedv by, congress: Y bo dedtosiak Mh 
To exercise ‘exclusive: Jasinkabishei in’ el cases: ten 
over such district (not exceeding ten. tuiles square) as.may-_by 
cession) of particular states, and°the acceptance of congress, 
become ‘the, seat of the government: of the United States, and 
- torexercisen like: authority: over all: places: purchased by the 
‘consent of the legislature of the state inowhich the same shall 
be, for the. erection of: forts, ee mee ae” 
‘andsother needful buildings:—-And= 
»Fo make all laws which shall'be: necessary ai proper ‘for 
carrying, intovexecution the foregoing: powers, and: all other 
powers vested by this constitution the. vt eae 
United States, or in any departmentior officer thereof: 
¢ Sects: Qs The migration or importation of slit SAY, as 
_ any ofthe states: now existing shall think: proper’ to) admit, 
shall:not be:prohibited by the congress’ prior to the year one 
thousand eightzhundred and eight ;: but a’tax or duty may be — 
‘Imposed on: such: up A remige “ exceeding: ten. dellets for 
each: 1 SON L fgale : at ig ot coda 4 
> e'The, privilege cof ik writ) of | ‘Rubles corpus: shall not be 
DRE vunless ‘when in cases of rebellion’ or invasion the 
public safety may require it, pera Be Ht ERY 
. No billof attainder or ex post facto law’ ‘shall be ~— 
- No capitation, or other direct~ tax shall be ‘laid; “tinless in 
“proportion to the census or enumeration herein-before direct- 
ed to be taken. | 
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No tax or duty shall be laid on articles exported from any 
state. No preference ‘shall be given by any regulation of 
commerce or revenue to the ports of one state over those of 
another ; nor shall vessels bound to, or from, one state, be _ 
obliged to enter, clear, or pay duties in another. Chae 

No money shall be drawn from the tr easury, but in conse-. 
quence of appropriations made by law; and a regular state- 
ment and account of the receipts and arene of. all 
ip money shall be published from time to timers ol 

- No title of nobility shall be granted by the United. Statens 
mK no» person “holding any office of profit or trust under». 
them: shall, without the consent of the congress, accept of 
any present, emolument, office, or title: of any kind: whatever, 
from any king, prince, or foreign state. 4 ait Yoyoeniey 
~ Sect..10- Ne state shall enter into any. treaty, alliance, or 
conféderation ; 5 grant letters of marque and reprisal 5 coin: 
money; emit bills of credit ; make any thing but gold/and _ 
silver coin a; tender in payment of debts ; pass: any bill of 
attainder, ex post facto law, or law impairing the obligation, | 
of contracts, or grant any'title of nobility, 9 es 3 

No. state shall, without: the consent of the! congress, lay. 
any imposts or duties on imports or exports, except what 
may be absolutely necessary for executing its inspection laws 5: 
and the net produce of all duties and imposts laid: by any! 
state on imports or exports, shall. be for the use of the treasury. 
of the United States; and all such laws shall be: subject tor 
the revision and control of the congress.. No state shall, with- a 
out the consent of congress, . lay any duty of tonnage,. keep: ’ 
troops, or ships of war in time of peace, enterinto any. agrees; 4 
mentor compact. with another. state, or: with a foreign power, 
or engage In war, unless actually invaded, or,in such i immi- 
nent danger as will not admit of delay. 95 sift ohwottn 


S 
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Ty OV a) t} 


(s HO} batu Ogxd ARTICLE qpe ihede Mh. 1 “BI oO A 


a5. eTy SO 1Cg 


ov 
Sect i es executive ‘power shall be vested i ina a presi- 
dent of t the United States. of America, ‘He shall hold his ; office r 


£: ‘ 197) i ‘vie 
during the term | of four years, ‘and. “together with the vices mf 
i> VEC Ve & 


president, chosen for ‘the s same term, be elected as follows : sane ms 
_ Each state shall appoint, in such | manner as ‘the legislature 


Staite Tali vawree T. 


thereof may direct, a number of electors, equal to the whole 


number of senators and representatives to which the: state aay 
at of Sat GOT) POTRHUGHUG 86 ilelle Vago 
be entitled i m the congress; but r no senator or representative, 
-gsisic baw adi yd beinsry 
or person holding an office of tr ust or ‘profit under the United | 
TMT! aLSLy 3 ore Oo So rity Vug Y ETL OF thi 
States, shall I be “appointed ap elector. ‘ 
; ectors ‘shall meet in ‘their “respective states, and vote | 
iIsgWDmia ye DEG | USL LEED in 
be baal for two persons, “of whom ¢ one at Teast shall not be 
iste frail pee ade f 
an inhabitant of the same state ith, ‘themselves. And ‘they 


s visoi “is ola oda iis 
shail make a list 6 fall the persons voted for, and ‘of the num- 
ICP 3t bits Bey ‘se 
ber of votes f for face: which list “they” shall sign and certify, | 
Oat ViITG SS » FEpeg palit 


and Pimaadt sealed, to ‘the: seat of the government of the iy 
United {Siates, divected | to the president o of the senate. “The 


sprig Ay 0 4 


presi dat of the senate shall, in the | ‘presence : of ‘the senate 


sors {i> 


and house of representatives, open all the certificates, and 
TO AOS 4 os oi vy ad wet 2 . 
the Woes shall then be counted. The person having t the e great NS 


est muimber of votes shall be the president, if such number be. : . 
a majority of of the 1e whole ‘number of electors appointed ; and 3 
if there be ‘more than n one | ‘who ave such majority, and have, 
an equal “number of votes, then the house of representatives, 


shall i immediately choose by ballot « one ‘of them for president; 
PRite 9 

and if no ‘person | have a majority, ‘then from ‘the five highest ‘i 
Sarit ty VIGS3 22372009 seus wi hse sim 


on the list the said house sh alli in like manner choose the pre-_ 


oe ad 
FA 


sident. "But j in “choosing “the president, the votes, shall be 


it BED he sited HY: ried ity bee {<- 


taken “by s states, ‘the representation from each state having 0 one 


Seis z 


bangs AO? 
vote; a quorum -for this purpose shall consist « of. a member 


kd 


or ea bers from two-thirds ‘of the states, and a majority of 
VOL. II. OTe 2D 
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i 


all the states shall be necessary to a choice. In every case, 
after the choice of ‘the ‘president, the | person having the great- 
“est number of votes of the electors shall be the vice-president. 
* But if there should remain two or more who have equal votes, 
the senate shall choose from them by ballot the vice-president. 
The congress may determine the time of choosing the elec- 
tors, and the day on which they shall give their votes ; which 
day ‘shall be the : same ‘throughout the United States. i ty 
No person, ‘except a natural-born citizen, ora citizen of the 
United § States at the time of the adoption: of this constitution, 


shall be eligible to the office of president ; neither shall any . 


Person be pas to that office who shall. not have attained 
Hee within the United Minter n* 

In case of the removal of ‘the president from office, « or ‘of 
his death, resignation, or inability to discharge the powers 
and duties of the said office, the same shall devolve on. the 
vice-president, and the congress: ‘may by law provide for the 
case of removal, death, resignation, or inability, both of t the 
president and vice-president, declaring: what officer shall then 
act as president, and such officer shall act accordingly, ‘until 
the disability be removed, ora president shall be elected. 


“The president shall, at stated times, receive for his services 
a compensation, which shall neither be increased nor dimi- 


nished during the period for which he shall have been elected, 
and ‘he shall not receive within that period any other emolu- 
ment from the United States, or any of them. | 

“Before he enter on the execution of his office, he shall take 
the following oath or affirmation : | 

“te I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully ¢ ext 
cute the office of president of the U nited States, and willl to 
the best of my ability preserve, protect and defend) the con- 


stitution of the United States.” UP BN 


! 
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Sect. 2, The president shall be commander in chief of the 
army and navy of the United States, and of the militia of the 
several-states, when called into the actual service of the 
United States ; he may require the opinion, in writing, of the 
principal officer in each of the executive departments, upon 
any subject relating to the duties of their respective offices ; 
and he shall have power to grant reprieves and pardons for 
offences against the United States, except in cases of im- 
‘peachment. 

He shall have power, i rack with the advice. and consent 
of the senate, to. make treaties, provided two-thirds of the 
senators present concur ; and he shall nominate, and by and 
with the advice and consent of ‘the senate shall appoint am-+ 
bassadors, other public ministers and consuls, judges of the 
‘supreme court, and all other officers. of the United States, 
whose appointments are ‘not herein otherwise provided for, | 
and which shall be established by law : but the congress may 
by law vest the appointment of such inferior officers, as they 
think’ proper, in the president alone, in the courts of law, or 
in the heads of departments. | 

The president shall have power to ‘fill up all vacancies 
that may happen during the recess of the senate, by granting 
commissions which shall expire at the end of their next Ses- 
sion. ee | ) 
Sect. 3. He shall from time to time give to the congress 
information of the state of the union, and recommend to 
their consideration such measures a8 he shall judge necessary 
and expedient; he may, on extraordinary occasions, convene 
both houses, or either of them, and in case of disagreement 
between them, with respect to the time of adjournment, he 
may adjourn them to such time as he shall think proper ; he 
shall receive ambassadors and other public ministers; he 
shall. take care that the Jaws be faithfully executed, and shall 

commission all the officers of the United States, 
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‘Sect. 4. ‘The president, vice-president, and all’ the civil 
officers of the United States, shall be removed from office’on 
impeachment for, and conviction of, treason, bribery, or mignon! 
a erimes: and! ratoinagauin ya Leapes't: ¥" . 
CABRE Sede BE ear’ “ ARTICLE UL. Leo 

«> Sect. 1. The judicial power of the United States shall “ti 
vested in one ‘supreme court, and in such inferior courts as 
the congress may from time to time ordain and establish. 
The judges, both of the supreme and inferior courts, . shall 
hold their offices during:good: behavior, and: shall, at stated 
times, receive for their services a compensation, which: shall 
not be diminished during their continuance in office. — 

Sect. 2. ‘The judicial power shall extend to all cases, in 
law and equity, arising under this constitution, the laws of — 
the United States, and treaties made, or which shall be made, 
under their authority; to all cases affecting ambassadors, 
other public ministers, and consuls; to all cases of admiralty 
and maritime jurisdiction; to controversies. to which’ the 
United States shall be a party; to controversies between two 
or more states, between a state and citizens of another state, 
between citizens of different states, between citizens. of the 
same state claiming lands under grants of different states, and 
between a state, or the citizens thereof, and foreign states, 
citizens or subjects. — wt i 

“In all cases affecting sto Baleadors, tidied public : ministers 
and consuls, and those in’which a state shall be-a party, the 
supreme court ‘shall have original jurisdiction. In all the 
other cases before-mentioned, the supreme court. shall have 
appellate jurisdiction, both as to law and’ fact, with. such 
exceptions, and under such Saget as ge congress. shall 
make. LANL ; Pya i i par eee fF . a ye, ? 

The trial of all crimes, except in cases of saoncukibcibedls 
shall be by jury; and such trial shall be held in the state 
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where the said crimes: shall haye been,committed ; but when 
not committed within any state, the trial shall be at such 
place or places as the congress may by law have directed... 

Sect. 3. ‘Treason against the United. States. shall consist 
only in levying war against them, or in adhering to their 
enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No person shall he 
convicted of treason unless ‘on the testimony of two witnesses 
to' the same overt act, or'on confession in open court. 

The congress shall have power to declare the punishment 
of treason, but no attainder of treason shall work corruption 
of blood, or oe except — the life of the person 
attainted. | ! eon 4 


On: 


siiiiahitiii atid _ ARTICLE IV. 


~ Sect. 1. Full faith and credit ‘shall be given in sedis state 

to the public acts, records, and judicial proceedings, of every 
other state. And the congress may by general laws prescribe 
the manner in which such acts, records and proceedings shall 
he proved, and the effect thereof. | 

~ Sect. 2. The citizens of each state shall be entitled to all 
pryleges and immunities of citizens in the several states. 

’’ A person charged in any state with treason, felony, or other 
crime, who shall flee from justice, and be found in another 
state, shall, on demand of the executive authority of the state 
from which he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the 
state having jurisdiction of the crime. 

No’person held to service or labor in one state, under the 
sdb thereof, escaping into another, shall, i consequence of 
any law or regulation therein, be discharged from such service 
or labor, but shall be delivered up on claim of the party to 
whom such service or labor may be due. 

Sect. 3. New states may be admitted by the congress. 
into this'union ; ‘but ‘no new state shall be formed or erected 
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within the jurisdiction of any other state’; “nor any state be 
formed by the junction of two or more states, or parts. of 
- states, "without the consent *of*'the’ a of the states 
concerned as’ well as of the’congress. 111" st dvbad 

~The congress'shall have power to'‘dispose of and make all 
needful rules’and regulations respecting the territory or other 
property belonging to the United States ; and nothing inthis 
constitution ‘shall be’ so: construed as:to'prejudice any claims 
of the United States, or of any particular state. 

Sect. 4. The United States shall guarantee to every state 
in this union’a republican form of government, and shall pro- 
tect each ‘of them against:invasion, and, on application, of the 
legislature, or of theexecutive’ (when the legislature cannot 
be convened) against domestic violence. ‘ 
~ ARTICLE V. inden 

The congress, whenever two-thirds of both houses. shall 
deem it necessary, shall propose amendments to this consti- 
tution, or, on the application of the legislatures of two- thirds 
of the several states, shall call a convention for proposing 
amendments, which, in either case, shall be valid to all intents. 
and purposés, ds part of this constitution, when ratified by 
the legislatures of three-fourths of the several states, or by. 
conventions in three-fourths thereof, as the one or the other 
mode of ratification may be proposed by the congress ;  pro-— 
vided, that no amendment which may be made prior to the | 
year one thousand eight hundred and eight shall i in any man- 
ner affect the first and fourth clauses in the ninth section of 
the first article; and that no state, without its consent, | shall 
be deprived of i its equal suffrage in the senate. 


pial UIC Fic WB sien 
All debts. psaadiall and.engagements entered into,’ ome 


the adoption of this constitution, shall be as validjagainst: the 
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‘United States under-this constitution..as under, the confedera- 
tion. ; ' pa j oe ar 

This. abblaidiwabas and idl haat si the United. States which 
shall: be made in pursuance» thereof, and all-treaties made, 
or which shall be. made, under the authority of the United 
‘States, ‘shall be the supreme: law. of the land; and, the judges 
in every state: shall be) bound thereby,. any thing in the con- 
stitution or laws: of. any. state to. the contrary notwithstanding. 

The senators and representatives. before-mentioned, and 
the members of ‘the several state: legislatures, and all execu- 
tive and judicial officers, both of the United States and of the 
several.states, shall be bound, by oath or affirmation, to sup- 
port this constitution; but no religious test shall ever be 
required as a goatinétihion to any office or public trust under 
the United States. : 


ARTICLE ‘VII. | 
The ratification of the conventions of nine states shall be 


sufficient for the establishment of this constitution between 
the states so ratifying the same. 


“DONE i in Convention, by the unanimous consent of the 
States present, the seventeenth day of September, in the 
year of our Lord One Thousand Seven Hundred and 
ERighty-seven, and of the independence of the United 
States of America the Twelfth. In witness whereof we 
have hereunto subscribed our Names. 

G. WASHINGTON, Prusivenr, | 
And Deputy from VirGinia- 
NEW HAMPSHIRE, John Langdon,— Nicholas Gilman. ) 
MASSACHUSETTS, Nathaniel Gorham,—Rufus King. 
CONNECTICUT,:W.S. Py eeaeneent waeenet 
NEW: YORK, Alexander Hamilton.) . 9) \> 
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NEW JERSEY, W. Livingston,-David seiecenaniasienrv: 4 


terson,—Jonathan Dayton. 
PENNSYLVANIA, B. Franklin: eiDhomas Miftiin-Rob. 
Morris,—Geo. C lymer,—Tho. ‘Fitzsimons,—Jared In- 
gersoll,—James Wilson,—Gouv. Morris. fw oto 
way WARE, George Read,—Gunning Bedford, junior,— 
Jobn Dickinson, Richard: Bassett,—Jaco. Broom. 
MARYLAN D, James Deo an St. mamaria’ ‘ 
fer;— Danl. Carroll. me 
VIRGINIA, John Dikinieslourien Madivon) j junior.» 
NORTH CAROLINA; Wm. Blount,-—Richard Dobbs 
Spaight,—Hu. Williamson. a 3 
SOUTH CAROLINA, J. sei sdaihassnaaaiadiia Babddioued: 
« Pinckney,—Charles Pinckney,—Pierce Butler. 
GEORGIA, William Few,—Abr. Baldwin. 9)» 


‘Altest. WILLIAM JACKSON, Secretary. 


IN CONVENTION. °°" 
Monday, September 17, is patltes a 4 
_ PRESENT, _ 
The. ita at New Hampshire, M asnachupetis, ‘Connecticut, 

Mr. Hamilton from New York, New Jersey, Pennsylva- 
nia, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, N orth Carolina, South 

Carolina, and Georgia. | oT: 

RESOLVED, 

» Tat the preceding constitution be laid ‘see the United 
Sango an congress assembled, and that it is the opinion: of this 
convention, that it. should.afterwards, be submitted ;to a 
-. convention of delegates, chosen in each state by the people 

_ thereof, under. the récommendation of its legislature, for their 
assent and ratification ; and:that each :convention-assenting to, 


NO. VI. APPENDIX. AZS. 


and ratifying the» same, «should . give notice thereof to. the 
United States in congress assembled. 
Resolved, ‘Vhat it is the opinion of this convention, that as 
soon as the conventions of nine states shall have ratified this 
constitution, the United States in congress assembled should 
fix a day on which electors should be appointed by the states 
which shall have ratified the same, and a day on which the 
electors should assemble to vote for the president, and the 
time and place for commencing proceedings under this con- 
stitution. That after such publication the electors should 
bé appointed, andthe senators and representatives elected : 
That the electors should meet:on the. day-fixed for the elec- 
tion of the president, and should transmit their votes certified, 
signed, sealed and- directed, as the constitution requires, to 
the secretary of the United States in congress assembled ; that 
the senators and representatives should convene at the time 
and place assigned; that the senators should appoint a pre- 
sident of the senate, for the-sole- purpose of receiving, open- 
ing and counting the votes for president: and, that after he 
shall’ be chosen, the congress, together with the president, 
should, without delay, proceed to execute this constitution. 
- By the unanimous order of the convention, 
| GS. WASHINGTON, PRESIDENT: 
Air Jackson, Secretary. 


In Convention, September 17, 1787.” 
STR, | | 

. Wr have now the honor to submit to the consideration of 
the United States in congress’ assembled, that constitution 
which has appeared to us the most advisable. 

The friends of our country have long seen and desired, that. 
the power of making war, peace and treaties, ‘that of levying 
“money and ‘regulating‘commerce, and the correspondent exe- 
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cutive and judicial authorities, should be fully and effectually 

vested in the general government of the union: but the im- 

propriety of delegating, such extensive trust to one body of . 
men is evident. Hence results the necessity of a different | 
organization. — yond sit radave | | 

lt is obviously impracticable’ in the federal government of 
these states, to secure all.rights of mdependent sovereignty to 
each, and. yet: provide for the interest and safety of all. Indi- 
viduals entering: into-society must give up a share of liberty 
to preserve the rest. The magnitude of the sacrifice must 
depend as well on the situation and circumstance as on the 
object to be obtained. It is at all times. difficult to draw 
with precision the line between those rights whieh must be 
surrendered, and those which may be reserved: aud on the 
present occasion this difficulty was increased by a difference 
among the several states as to their situation, extent, habits, 
and particular interests. : fash | 

In all our deliberations on this subject we kept steadily in 
our view, that which appears to us the greatest interest of 
every true American, the consolidation of our union, in which 
is involved our prosperity, felicity, safety, perhaps our national 
existence. ‘This important consideration, seriously and deeply 
impressed on our minds, led each state in the convention to 
be less rigid on the points of inferior magnitude than might 
have been otherwise expected: and thus the constitution, 
which we now present, is the result of a spirit of amity, and 
of that mutual deference and concession which the peculiarity 
_ of our political situation rendered indispensable. 

That it will meet the full and entire approbation of every 
state is not perhaps to be expected: but each will doubtless 
consider, that had her, interests been alone consulted, the 
consequences might have, been particularly disagreeable .or 
injurious to others; that it is liable to as few exceptions as 
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could reasonably have been expected, we hope and believe : 
that it may promote the lasting welfare of that country so 
dear to us all, and secure her freedom and wibaneiae 1s our 
most ardent wish. 


With great respect, we have the honor to be 
Sir, > fsrit Bt 
... Your Excellency’s most obedient and humble Servants, 
oon G WASHINGTON, shi tepenlitianl 
_»- By the unanimous Order of the Convention. 
His Excellency sii to outings 2 ais 
ti Pabcanibeins of Concnass. 
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APPENDIX. _ 
No. VII. 


Qu ERIES ‘and REMARKS ona paper, entitled “ Hints for 
the Members of Convention.” ‘No. 11. in the Rederal Ga- 
zette of Tuesday, Nov. 3, 1789. 


[Referred to in Mrsorns of the Life, Parr v. vol. ii. p. 206.] 


“Hint 3 Or THE ExEcuriveE BRANCH. 


« Your executive should consist of a isles person.” 


On this I would ask, is he to have no council? Hw is 
he to be informed of the state and circumstances® of the dif- 
ferent counties, their wants, their abilities, their dispositions, 
and the characters of the principal people, respecting their 
integrity, capacities, and qualifications for offices?’ Does 
not the present construction of our executive provide well for 
these particulars? And during the number of years it has 
existed, have its errors or failures in answering the end of its 
appointment been more or greater than might have been ex- 
pected froma single person? 


* 


«© But an individual is more easily watched and Satbin 
than any greater number.” | cr 

On this I would ask, who is to Menteh and control him? 
and by what means is he to be controlled? Will not. ‘those 
means, whatever they are, and i in whatever body vested, be 
subject to the same inconveniences ‘of expense, delay, ob- 


ro 
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struction of good intentions, &c. which are objected to the 
present executive? 


2. Tus Duration or tHe APPOINTMENT. 


_ This should be governed by the following principles, the 
independence of the magistrate, and the stability of his ad- - 
ministration : neither of which can be secured but by putting 


both beyond the reach of every annual gust of folly. and of 
faction.” 


On this it may be asked, ought it not also to ud put beyond 
the reach of every triennial, quinquennial, or septennial gust 
of folly and faction, and in short beyond the reach of folly 
and of faction at any period whatever? Does not this rea- 
soning aim at establishing a monarchy at least for life, like | 
that of Poland? or, to prevent the inconveniences such as 
that kingdom is subject to in a new election on every decease? 
Are the freemen of Pennsylvania convinced from a view of 
the history of such governments, that it will be for their ad- 
vantage to submit.themselves to a government of such con- - 
struction ?. | | 


_3: ON THE Lecisuative BRANCH. 


“A ie legislature i is as necessary to good government 
as a single executive. Iti is not enough that your legislature 
should be numerous, wt should also be divided. Numbers 
alone are not a sufficient barrier against the impulses of pas- 
sion, the combination of interest, the intrigues of faction, the 

haste of folly, or the spirit of encroachment. One division 
should watch over and control the other; supply its wants, 
correct its blunders, and cross its designs, should they be cri- 
minal or erroneous. Wisdom is the specs, quality of the 
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legislature, grows out of the number of the body, and is made 
up of the: oo of sense e atta ibis which inna meme= 
_ ber ta to at. : 


On this it may be asked, may not the wisdom brought to 
the legislature by each member ‘be as’ effectual a barrier 
against the impulses of passion, &c., when the members are 
united in one body as when they are divided > Tf one part 
of the legislature may control'the operations of the’ other, 
may not the impulses of passion, the combinations of interest, 
the intrigues of faction, the haste of folly, or the spirit of en- 
croachment in one of those bodies obstruct the good proposed 
bythe other, and frustrate its advantages to the public? 
Have we not experienced in this state, when a province under 
the government of the proprietors, the mischiefs of a second 
branch; existing in the proprietary family countenanced and 
aided. by an aristocratic counsel? How many delays and 
what, great expenses were occasioned in carrying on the pub- 
lic business; and what a train of mischiefs, even to the pre- 
venting of the defence of the province during several years, 
when distressed by an Indian war, by the iniquitous demand 
that the proprietary property should be exempt from taxa- 
tion! .The wisdom of a'few members in one single legisla- 
tive body, may it not’ frequently stifle bad motions in their 
infancy, and so prevent their being adopted ? whereas if those 
wise men, in case’of 2 double legislature; should happen to 
be in that’ branch wherein 'the motion did’ not arise, may it~ 
not, after being adopted by the other, occasion long disputes 
and contentions “between ‘the two bodies, expensive to the 
public, obstructing the’ public business, ‘and’ promoting’ fac- 
tions among ‘the people many “tempers naturally adhering 
obstinately to measures they’ have once publicly adopted? 
Have we not seen’ in’ one of our neighboring’ states, ‘a bad 
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measure adopted by one branch of ‘the legislature, for want 
of the assistance of some more intelligent members who had 
been packed into. the other, occasion many debates, con- 
ducted with much asperity, which could not be settled but 
-by an expensive general appeal to the public? And have we 
-not seen in another neighboring state, a similiar difference 
between the two branches, occasioning long debates and con-— 
tentions, whereby the state was prevented for many months 
enjoying the advantage of having senators in the congress of 
the United States? And has our present legistative in one 
assembly committed any errors of importance, which they 
have not remedied, or may ‘not easily remedy; more easily 
probably than if divided into branches? And if the wisdom 


_ brought by the members to the assembly is divided into two 


branches, may it not be too weak in each to support a good 
measure, or obstruct a bad one? The division of the legis- 
lature into two or three branches in England, was. it the pro- 
duct of wisdom, or the effect of necessity, ‘arising from. the 
pre-existing prevalence of an odious feudal system ? which 
government, notwithstanding this division, is now become, in 
fact, an absolute monarchy ; since the * * * *, by bribing the 
representatives with the people’s money, carries, by his minis- 
ters, all the measures that please him; which is equivalent to 
~ governing without a parliament, and renders the machine of 
government much more complex and expensive ; and from 
its being more complex, more easily put out of order. Has 
not the famous political fable of the snake with two’ heads 
and one body, some useful instruction contained.in it?) She 
was going to a brook to drink, and in her way was to pass 
through a hedge, a twig of which opposed her direct course ; 
one head chose. to go on.the right side of the twig, the other 
on the left ; so that time was spent inthe contest, and before 
the decision was completed, the poor snake died with thirst. 
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“Hence it is that the two branches: should be'elected by 
persons differently qualified ; and in short, that,\ as far as © 
possible, they should be made torepresent different interests: 
Under this reason E would establish a legislature of two ~ 
houses. ' Thé upper should répresent the property ; the lower) 
the population of the state. The upper should be chosen by 
freemen possessing in land'and houses one'thousand pounds; 
the lower, by all such -ashad‘resided four years in the coun= ’ 
try, and paid taxes. °* The first should be chosen for four, the’ 
last tices two — onset should be in puree ire ais 

Several questions snp whidweppon ep proposition. Heth 
What’ is. the’ proportion’ ‘of. freemen“ possessing’ ‘lands and 
houses ‘of One thousand pounds value, compared to that of — 
freemien whose’ peceninauieheasiiuaiinnd dell Are they as one to 
ten 2° Are’ they even as one td twenty? I should doubt: 
whether they are’ a’’ dné *to” fifty. If this minority is to 
choose a body expressly to Gonitrol’ that which is to be ches” 
sen by the great maajority: of the’ freemen, what have ‘this great 4 
majority done to forfeit so great a ‘portion of ‘their right inv ° 
elections? © Why is this power of control, contrary to 7 7 
spirit of all democracies, to be vested in a ‘minority, instead — 
of a majority? Then is it intended, or is it not, that’ the 
rich’ should have a vote in the choice of members for the ° 
lowér louse, while those of inferior property are deprived of” 
the Hght of voting for members of the upper house? And - 
whyshould ‘the upper house chosen by @ minority, have ’~ 
equal power with the lower chosen by a majority?» Is it~ 
supposed that wisdom is the necessary concomitant of riches; >” 
and that one man worth a thousand pounds must: have ‘as’*- 
much wisdom as twenty’ who have each only 999; and'why ~~ 
is property to be’ represented at all ?—Suppose er a 


Indian’ nations ‘should now’ agree to form a civil’soeiety ;° 
Ty OF 
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each individual would: bring ,into the stock,of, .the society 
little more, property. than -his,,gan and. his. blanket, for at 
present he has, no. other; -we, know that when one. of them hes 
_attempted to keep a few swine, he has not, ‘been able to'main-. 
tain a. property. in, them, ‘his. neighbors. thinking, they :have..a 
right to. kill and. eat, them .whenever they want. provision,’ it 
being, one. of, their ,maxims that hunting is'free for, all. the. 
accumulation therefore of property iu\such.a. society, and its 
security to individuals in every society,:must be an effect. of 
the protection afforded to it by the joimt strength of the soci- 
ety, in the execution of its laws. Private property therefore — 
is a creature of society, and is subject to the calls of that so- 
ciety whenever its necessities shall require it, even to its last 
farthing ; its contributions to the public exigencies are not to 
be considered as conferring a benefit on the public, entitlmg 
the contributors to the pnatinstcee of honor and power, but 
ment of a just debt. The combinations. of ae spciety. are- 
not like those of a set of merchants whg club their property 
in different proportions for building and freighting a ship, and: 
may therefore have some right to vote in the disposition of 
the voyage in a greater or less degree according to their re- 
spective contributions: but the important ends of civil so- 
ciety, and the personal securities of life and liberty, there 
remain the same in every member of the society; and the 
poorest continues to have an equal claim to them with the 
most opulent, whatever difference time, chance, or industry 
may occasion in their circumstances, On these considera- 
tions I am sorry to see the signs this paper I have been consi- 
dering affords, of a disposition among some of our people to 
commence an aristocracy, by giving the rich a predominancy 
in government, a choice peculiar to themselves in one half 


the legislature to be proudly called the uprER house, and 
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, Is elected a member of the Assembly, and a justice of the Peace, 
vol, i, 185-—His son appointed Clerk of Assembly, vol. i, 186—., 
: Is appointed a commissioner to treat with the Indians; the sin- 
gular behavior of the Indians, vol. i. 187—Plan for cleansing 
-_ the streets, of Philadelphia, and paving the same, vol. i. 193-—His 
ee improvement in.street lamps, vol. i. 194—Appointed. joint post- 
master-general, vol. i. 200—-Made Master of Arts of Cambridge 
--and Yale Colleges, vol..i. 200—Plan for the Union of the’ Colo- 
nies, vol. i. 201—Hlis address to the Counties of Lancaster, &c. 
vol. i. 210—Renders great service to General Bradock’s army, 
vol. i. 215—Defends the north-west frontier, vol... i. 224— 
Chosen Colonel of a Volunteer Regiment, vol..1.°233 Honors 
paid him by his Regiment, vol. i.- -234—Philosophical reputation, 
vol. i, 235—Chosen a member of. the Royal Society of London, 
; vol. 1, 242—Is presented with the gold: medal of Sir Godfrey 
- Copley, . vol.i.243 Embarks for England, vol. i. 248—Narrow 
“escape from the Scilly Rocks, vol. i. 250 Arrives at Falmouth, 
“vol. i. 258—In London, vol. i. 258—State of politics on his ar- 
- vival, vol, i. 261—His connexion with the London newspapers, 
wol. | i. -269—Reply to the insinuations of the “Citizen, or Ge- 
| neral Advertiser,” vol. i. 269—Defends the American question 
- in various publications, vol. i. 272—Dedication of his Historical 
- Review, &c. to Arthur Onslow, Esq. vol. i. 276 His conduct 
daring the differences of the Pennsylvanians, vol. i. 300—Is no- 
ticed by persons of rank in England, vol. i. 306 Consulted by 
Mr. Pitt, vol. i. 307—Writes. ‘‘ England’s interest with respect 
io the Colonies ;” its effect, vol. i 308—Visits Scotland, is made 


“ENDEX TO MEMOIRS. : AAL 


LL.D: at St) Andtew’ s, vol. i. “308—Receives’ ‘the same ‘honor 
“from Oxford, Vol. i. 309—His son appointed Governor of New 
Jersey, vol. i. ‘309Error corrected respecting his attempting to 
weedace his’ son (Governor Franklin), from his: ‘allegiance 1 to the 
King, vol. i. 310-—Returas to Philadelphia, “vol. i. 312—Writes 
‘“a pamphlet intitled “Cool Thoughts,” Vol. i. 319—Loses his 
“seat inthe Pennsylvania Assembly, vol. i. ‘319—Reinstated i in his 
"agency, ‘and “again visits Great Britain, ‘vol. i. 319—Examined 
“before the House of Commons respe eting ‘the Stamp ‘Act, vol, i. 
»~°326—Visits Holland; Gé crinany, ‘and ‘Paris, “vol. i. '329—Intro- 
‘8 duced"'to’ Louis KV"; ” his Electrical ‘Experiments are repeated 
in snag tn et “aid” me come de Buffon, ‘&e. “vol. i, - 337 
vol, ‘ike Se UMtits sa Work, The Cause of the American 
0 Discontent,” vol. i. Bia, account ‘of the affair of Hutchin- 
-\-son’s Letters, vol. “2366 =The” dispute betwixt ‘Whately and 
© Temple stated, vol. ‘F. 361—Ts involved in’a ‘Chancery suit, vol. 

® i. 396—Reflections on “Huteniason’s affair, and vindication of 
himself, “vol. 1.°398—Is_ dismissed from. the office of deputy 
rp pe “Vol. i. , 406— “Controversy ‘with Dean Tucker, vol. i. 
408—Reflections on that Controversy, vol. i. ‘412— Invents and 
eo uses “an “emblematical design, “vol. 1. 423—Receives _ ‘private 
“tuformation’ of the intention of ‘the British Government to arrest 
ee vel. i. say i on, and quits England, vol. i. 429 
‘eiate betwixt Great Britain and America, vol. i. “480—Hints for 
terms of Union with Great Britain, vol. i. “443—Letter to Lord 
“Dartmouth, vol. i. ‘515—Answer to Lord Howe’s Letter, | vol. i. 
524—Interview with Lord Howe, vol. 1. 527, 529, 533— Memorial 
‘addressed to Lord Dartmouth, vol. i. 536— —Experiments, on the 
“Waters of the Ocean. Reflections on Navigation, vol. i, 540— 
*ttrival® qn America, vol. ii. 1—The state thereof, vol. li 3— 
*~ Proposes the adoption of paper money in America, vol. ii, 10— 
Visits the American’ Camp, vol. ii. 10—Sent ona “Mission to, Ca- 
“nada, vol. ii. ‘f1— Writes: ‘to Holland for assistance, vol. ii, 12 
‘<_Corréspondence ‘with Lord) Howe, vol. ii. 23—Protest 
against equal voting in Congress, vol. ii. 35—Is appointed 
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- Minister,; Plenipotentiary.to.'the Court | of France, , vol.:ii.. 
_A46-Sets.off for France, ‘Experiments. during, the. voyage, 
on, sea, water, .vol..i 47—Is , chased . by, Cruisers... Takes 
two» prizes, ,vol.; ii, 47—Journey .to..Nantes,.thence to Paris, 
vol,ai: 48—State of American-Politics, - Account of his Mission 
to,France, in.a letter to Dr..Ingenhausz, vol.;ii..55--Grants Let- 
ters of Marque, to: American Privateers, vol. ii, 56—Is presented 
to,the King, vol. 11..62——Letter to the, Count D’Aranda, yol, ii. 
_ 67—Letter, on. Wilson’s claiming the discovery of Lightning con- 
ductors, vol. ii..74--Epigram: on, Lightning ,Conductors, Note, 
vol. iis 81+-Letter to Mr. Hutton, the Moravian, vol. ii. 86-Re- 
_Geives a present of Cook’ $ Voyages from the. British Government, 
yol. ii. $8—Private J journal, vol..i jie 89-—Requests Jeave.to-retire 
from the Court of France, onaccount of his age, vol. ii. 91-—~The 
Congress, refuse. his resignation, vol, ii. 92—Curious Letter toca 
Friend, on: that Account, voli. 93-—Accountof General Arnold’s 
treachery, i in a letter to, General. La Fazette, vol. ii,, 95-——Amuses 
himself.in printing at a private press in his own, house, vol,. di. 
105—-Singular deceptions practised by him, vol... 106—Political 
Communications, with Sir William Jones, vol. i iL 17——-Negociates 
for-a Peace at Paris, vol, ii. 130—--135—Opens negociation with 
the Swedish. Court, vol. ii. 135-—The. ‘Treaty of. Peace with. Swe- 
den signed, vol. il,, 135—Communicates to. Congress the request 
of the Baron de. Staél,, for Mr, Temple Franklin, to he sent as 
Enyoy to the Swedish, Court, vol. ii, 137—Again renews, his. re- 
quest. to Congress to be recalled and his grandson. -employed,.. 
wok, ite .139--Extracts. from, his private Journal, vol.ii. 145-—> Ag, 
nominated by the King of F france to examine the. properties. of. 
Animal, Magnetism, yol. ii,. 159---Several letters on the same sub-\ 
ject, vol. ii. 160-—Signs the Treaty of Peace.with Great, Britain, 
vol. ii. 162—Proposed improvement in the law of nations, vol. di.’ A 
1 63-—Leaves Passy on his returmhome ;.arrives at Havre, vol. i1.166. 
— Crosses the British Channel and arrives, at Southampton, voleii. . 
166—Is visited by persons of distinction, vol. ii. 166—Private _ 
Journal of his tour from Passy to Havre and Southampton, vol. ii, 
167—Passage to America, vol. il, 170-—Arrives at Philadelphia, 
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vol. ii. 174—Congratulatory Addresses on his arrival, vol. ii. 177 
~——Chosen a member of the Council, vol. ii. 182—Notes, remarks 
_ and speeches in that assembly, vol. ii. 183—-Speech-on Salaries, 
vol. ii. 185—Speech on Representation and Votes; vol. ii) 191 
Motion for prayers in the Convention, vol. ii. 194—Sentiments 
on the New Constitution of America, vol. ii. 195—Jews and An- 
tifederalists compared; vol. ii. 202—Retires from public affairs. 
vol. ii. 203—Is dissatisfied with thetreatment of the American 
Government, vol. ii. 200—Sketch of* his servicés;' vol. ii. 213—- 
His plan for improving the conditiow of free Blacks, vol. ii..218 
—Writes against the Slave Trade, vol. ii. 222-—Elected a member 
of the Imperial Academy of ‘St. Petersburg, vol. “ii. 227-——Last 
Liiness and Death, vol, li. 230-+His. Funeral, vol, : ii, 235——-Con- 
gress of America, and the National’ Assembly of France’ order 
mourning, vol. ii. 234—Orations occasioned: by his «Death, 
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— nions, vol. ii. 243—Epitaph written’ by himself, vol. ii. 245—His 
Adieu, vol. ii. 245—Extracts: from his Will‘and Codicil, vol. it. 
. 246—Characters ‘and Enulogiums, Supplement. “By Dr. Price, 
yol. ii. 255—From the Patriote Francois, vol. ii. 263—By Con- 
dorcet, vol. ii. 265-273 By Dr. Smith, vol. ii.277—Linés to his 
memory, by Mr. Lamont, vol, ii. 280-—Latin Verses by:Proféssor 
‘Antonio, vol. iy 239-—By Dr. hina in pata ath fadliealeaisnied 
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